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The PREFACE. 


Merica was firſt diſcover'd by Chriſtopher 
Columbus «.Genoeſe 7z the year .14 
in the Name of Ferdinando Kzjng 9f 
Arragon, but takes its Name from Ame- 

ricus Veſpucius 4 Florentine, who diſcover?d the 

Country of Brezil five years after, by order. of 


" Emanuel Kzzg of Portugal. 


The Europeans had no ſooner enter*d on this 


' vaſt Continent, and the Iſlands about it, but the Na- 


tives ſhenA"em all imaginable Kynaneſs and Reſpett, 
and were ready to worſhip *em as Gods; but theſe ſoon 
took care to convince *em of their Error, and to ae- 
liver *em from the danger of falling into this ſort of . 
Taolatry, by treating *em with all manner of Cruet- 
ties, awd; tormenting *em like ſo many Devils: (o 
that "theſe barbarous People receiv'd as great" 4 


turn in their thoughts concerning the Spaniards, 4s 


the Barbarians of the Iſland'of Melita did in reſpect 
of St. Paul ; for as theſe believd him to be a God 
whom they had juſt before taken for a Murderer, ſo 
the other really found them to be Murderers, whom 
they had a little before eſteewd as ſo many Gods. © 
OS Relation of the Deſiruttion of ma- 


: ny Millions of Indians by all the inhuman methods 
- the Spaniards could invent, would appear incredible, 


were not the truth of it confeſsd, and atteſted by 


_ the Spaniards themſelves, and among others, eſpe- 
"cially by Don Bartholomew de las Caſas Biſhop of ©. 
_ Chiapa, who made large Complaints of theſe Cru- © 
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The PREFACE. : 
elties to the King of Spain, and to the Royal Coun- | 
ct for the Indies, with a deſign'to put a flop to ems | 
if” paſſible. That he is a Perſon of irreproachable | 
Credit in this caſe, will appear by the following ac- | 
count, wherein he challenges all the World to diſ= || 
prove the truth of the matters of Fatt he aſſerts, 
while he ſtood the Teſt of a Court who could eaſily | 
have aetefted him, if he had attempted t0' impoſe on 
ay a malicious Falſhood, NE 
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[his Biſhop writes with ſuch an Air of Haneſty, | 
Sincerity, and Charity, as would wery well have be- 
come one-of a better Religion than that in which he 
had the unhappineſs to be educated. It may well ſur- | 
prize the Reader to hear a Spaniſh Prelat declaim 
Jo loudly againſt Perſecution, and plead ſo freely for 
Liberty of Conſcience in a Country ſubjugated to 
the Inquiſition. To hear him in his hour againſt 
Dofor Sepulueda, aecry all methods of Violence - 
the propagation of the Truth, as more ſgt avie to 

' the Maxims of Mahometiſm than the Principles of 
Chriſtignity : To hear him aſfert the Natural Right 
of all Maniind to Liberty and Property, anqinveigh 
FF 7 2 againjt all Uſurpation and Tyranny in the ſmarteſt 
Fe Terms,is exough to move any oue's Wonder, and Pity 
Ii too, when on the other hand *tis obſerv'd how much . | 
1Y he magnifies the Power ana Authority of the Pope in 
1] [ome of his Propoſitions contain'a. in the following 
$8 reatiſe. But all may [erve to convince one how great 
4w an advantage or diſai-/antage a Man has as he 
bee "pleads the Cauſe of "ruth or Error ; and of the 
| ' > great difference there is between the genuin Lan- 
guage of Reaſon and good Senſe, and the ſeryil 
Drejuatees of Bigotry ana Superſtition, _ _ 
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The PREFACE. | 

"T'is-n0 leſs 4 Subjett of Admiration that a Book 
of this ſtamp, which refletts ſoſharply on Perſecution 
and ime ſhould fee the light curh privilegio at | 


this time of day in France, where the Civil and Re- 
ligious Liberty of Subjeits have not been provided 
for with the utmoſt Care, where the Will of the 
Prince has long ſince been the Law, and Dragoons 


|| of late years the principal Miſſionaries for. the Pro- 


 pagation of the Goſpel. | 


_ bis own Religion, 15 


This Treatiſe was firſt compos'd in Spaniſh in the 
beginning of the Reign of Charles V. and was 
long ſince tranſlated and printed in more Lan- 


= than one; but having lately recetv'd a new 


areſs in Modern French at Paris, *tis hop'd this 
Tranſlation from the French will not be unaccepta- 
ble to the Engliſh Nation. Im ſure the above- 
mentiond Principles of the Biſhop of Chiapa con- 
certing Property and Liberty both Civil and Reli- 
gious, are more agreeable to the Genius and Conſti- 
tution of this Iſland, than to the preſent temper of 
that part of the Continent which lies neareſf tot ; 
and ſo this Book may expett at wh as favorable a . 
reception in this Nation as in that where it has 
been lately publiſÞd. | 
What the Biſhop ſays. here and there in favor of 
| r- weak, and has been ſo often 
exploded here and every where elſe where the Refor- 
mation has obtain d, that *twanld be unneceſſary to 
confute any of thoſe Popiſh Fancies in this Preface. 
*T is enough for me that T have faithfully diſcharg*d 
the part of a Tranſlator. And if ſome particular 
things occur more than once, it muſt be conſider” d on 
the one hand, that the Biſhop had need to mention 
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_TR& PREBNACE _ 
them ox divers occaſions,” as when he diſpated; © and 
«when he wrote his Arguments for the uſe of the 
Kjzng of Spain, &c. and on the other, that the Tn 
_portance' of the Afﬀair, andthe Greatneſs of his- | 
.- . Agab to have the Grievances he complaind of re- © 
& dreſs d, made ſo deep an Impreſſion of ſome things on 
* » bis Mind that he could not forbear to repeat *em. 
As for the Tranſlation it ſelf, I hope thoſe that 
ſhall have the Curioſity to compare it with the French. 
\ Copy, will find that I have done it Jaſtice, And 
if there is not that exattneſs of Method" ind Stile 
the preſent Age expetts, it may be the better ex- 
' cns'd, when "tis conſider d how long ſince the Original 
was compos'd, However, the extraordinary things |} 
NY contain'd in this Hiſtory will make jufficient amends | 
13 for any Defetts in the Compoſition of the Biſhop of 
v5 - Chiapa, and for the abrupt Tranſitions ſometimes 
2d by the C ompiler of this Treatiſe in putting the 
Biſhop's ſeveral Pieces together, of which, it almoſt 
"wholly. conſiſts Sew 
. + T ſhall only add, That as no Hiſtory in the Warld 
can parallel this for the inhuman ſlaughter of ſuch 
 waſt numbers of People; ſo theſe Barbarittes, to- 
gether with the bloody Croiſades in the 12th and 
13th Centuries, as well as the many Perſecutions 
avd Maſſacres ſince the Reformation, render it ao 
_ - difficult matter to diſcern to what Church that Pros 
_ ephetick Charatter agrees, that *1n her was found 
. ot only the Blood of Prophets and of Saints, bat 
\ © of all that were ſlain upon the Earth. Rev. 
I8, 23. i 
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HE Introdu@ion. &'l.-. 
A particular Account of what the Spaniards 
did in Hiſpaniola. 6. 
Of the Kingdoms contain?d in the Iſland of Hiſpaniola. 9. 
Of the Iſlands of St. John and Jamaica. '8. 
Of the Iſland of Cuba. 
Of the Continent. 
Of the Province of Nicaraqua. 
Of '/New Spain. 
A more particular Account of New Spain. 
Of the Kingdom of Guatimala. 
Of New Spain ; of Panuco and Xaliſco. 
Of the Kingdom of Yucatan. 
Of the Province of St. Martha. 
Of the Province of Carthagena. 
Of the Pearl-Coaſt, and the Iſland of Trinidado. 
Of the River Yuya-pari. 
of the Kingdom of Vencuela. 
Of the Provinces of the Continent cal”d Florida. $5 
Of the River de la Plata, or Silver River. 82. 
Of the great Kingdoms and Provinces of Peru. 84. 
A Letter from Frier Mark de Xlicia to the King of 
Spain againſt the Cruelties of the Spaniards. 87. 
Of .the new Kingdom of Grenada. 92. 
A"Letter'of Bartholomew de las Caſas concerning the 
Spaniſh Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies. I 00. 
A Fragment of a Letter relating to the ſame Affair. 104. 
The Biſhop of Chiapa's Diſcourſe to the King of Spain in 
order to prevent the rum of the Weſt-Indies. pag.115. 


Hts Propoſitions concerning the Title of the Kings of Spain 
to America, 130. 
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6 A Letter to a Member of Parliament, : ſhewing that a Reſtraint on 
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the Biſhop of .Chiapa and Dy. Sets 
lneda concerning the lawfulneſs of the Wars MN. 
. the Spaniards on the . Indians. 2 f+Y" SY 4 
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The Bp of Chiapa's further Sengiments of that a 
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2 wages of the Spaniards there, &c. Se © © 
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Newly publiſh'd, 


N Inquiry concerning Virtue, in two Diſcourſes : the firft 
of Virtue, and-rhe belief of a Deity ; the ſecond, of the 
Obligations ro Virtue. Price bound in Calf 3 5. Yew 

The Complete Works of Mr. Fames Harrington : With a Prelimi- 
nary Diſcourſe upon them, &c. -Fol. 

A Complete Colleftion of the Hiſtorical, Political, 4nd Miſcella- 
neous Works of Mr. Fohn Milton, Together with his Liſe. 
With ſome things never before publiſh'dt. In 2 Vol, Fol. 


An Argument, ſhewing that a Sravding Army is inconſiſtent with 


a Free Government, and abſolutely deſtruQtive to the Liberties 

of rhis Nation. In two Parts, 

A. Letter from the Author of the Argument againſt a Standing 
Army, to the Author of the Balancing Letter. | 

The Militia Reform'd, or. an eaſy Scheme of furniſhing England 
with a conſtant Land-Force, capable to prevent or to ſubdue any _ 
foren Power, and to maintain perpetual Quier at homie, with- 
our endangering the Public Liberty. 


"the Preſs is inconfiſtent with the Proteſtant Religion, and dan- ' 
to oy < nn of the _ " _ OY 
ter to his Majeſty King Wiffiam concerning the | Expediengs 

ith Monarchy. "5 
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RELAT I O N *F 
| OF THE " 
Voracts and CruerTiES 
Of thESyanianvs inthe | 
WEST-INDIES. 


HE Weſt-Indies were diſcover'd in tlie 
Year 1492 ; the year after the Spaniards 
ſetled> there, and inhabited this new 
| World; But for the ſpace of theſe 49 | #8 
years laſt paſt; an infinite number of People have / 87 
eft Spain to dwell in theſe Countries : they generally 387 
touch at Hiſpaniola, which 1s a very fertile and large - 27 
(land, and is become very famous : The Extent of - - 
it is above 600 Leagues ;z *tis ſurrounded with a mul- - 8 
titude of ſmall Iſlands, and abounds ſo with Inhabi- 
tants,that there's no Country in the Wotld more po- _ 
pulous. The Continent; which is above 250 Leagues - F 
diſtant from it, is of a vaſt Extent; a great part of + 
which has been already difcovered; and freſh Diſs 
coveries are made every day : and ſach great nums, 8 
bers of People inhabit all theſe Countries, that it © 
ſeems as if Providence had amaſsd together the 
greateſt part of Mankind in this part of the World;,;; 


* : 
: 
B 3. 
ES 
Wi a «op. 
af. Ao 
4 yu. Sd 
apes 4, 
w "# KI 
_ 0 - 
* "*s * 
C = 
 S 
F E; Ko at 
| OE 
"I +4 
- 2 
. av » - 
” » s > l " 
$5 "£8 
£ Ul & > | IK Op £ | La 
RO vt. s BR Ns %S 
” 3 298. $00 4% we <y * IS * | 
<4 Fi F _ , i By 


OO 


<4 . o Fee — - 
_ . _ _— O—_ _ _— _ od - 
"—— - = a "IF FODEW l ” —_— o— ,- 
—_ _—_ _ - - - 
=y $a 


_ 


Fa. 


wo J 
- W c vn A, RB... 
; LEPC DR OTE Ee, 
. _ . . x 
Sy *X\ 4 4 nd 
” 0 
# + : 
> ed 
. 4 ov OS 
__ Fd a+ 
a _ - ds 
T7 « Mo 
P- - 
2 
. 
- 


2 A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages ® : 


not what. belongs to Policy and Addreſs,to Trick at i 


died and enſlav'd ?em : they love tolive quietly,,and 
-are enemies to diſputes and quarrels, hardly -know- 


'ginable. 
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are very cool and indifferent in the purſuit of tem- | 


- beſt Faſhion lie on Beds made 
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All theſe People are naturally ſimple, they 


Artifice ; bat are very obedient and faithful to their 
rightful Governors: They are Humble, Patient, . 
and Submillive, even to the Spaniards who have ſub- 


ing what”tis to be malicious, and ſeldom meditating 
Revenge. 

They are a weak effeminate People, not capable 
of enduring great Fatigues ; they care-not. to be ex- 
pos'd to Toil and Labour, and their Life is of no long - 
continuance; their Conſtitution, is ſo nice, that a 
ſmall fit of Sickneſs carries *em off. The Children 
of their Princes and Nobllity, are 1n all reſpects. 
dealt with like thoſe of the meaneſt Subjects :* in 
which they differ much from our Europeans, among, 
whom- the Children of Kings and great Men, are 
brought -up with all the delicacy and tenderneſs ima- 


The People gf this Ifland-are fo. very. poor, that 
they live in the want of almoſt every thing; they. 


poral Advantages, and- ſeem: not to be inclin'd to 
Pride and Ambition ; their way -of living is fo fru- 
gal, that the antient Hermites in the Wilderneſs 
were ſcarce more Sober and Abſtemious. Allthe In-. 
dians in general go naked, only. they have -the. mo-, 
deſty to wear a fort of Apron about their Waſte. 
They ſometimes ufe a kind of ſhaggy Covering, or - 
a piece of Cloth an Ell or two lagg : Thoſe. of the” 
Girts 'tyed in: 
Knots at the four Corners : their Apprehenſion 1s 
quick and ſubtile, therefore they: are very docile, 
capable of receiving the impreſſions of ſound Do=: 
Arine, and eaſily inclin?d to embrace the Principles; 
of the Catholick Religion : They are no Enenues toy 

gCG IC y 


need of a great deal of Patience t@moderate the im- 
petuolity of their Minds, and to anſwer all the Que- 
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-pood Manners, but have a greater diſpoſition to Ci- 
vility than many other Nations,” becauſe their man- 


ner of Life is free from that care and diſtration/in 
which the perplexity of Buſineſs involves others. 
The very firſt Ideas and InſtruQions that are given 
'em of our Rehgion, kindle in their Souls ſo great a 
deſire fo the Sacraments and Divine Service of '6ur 
Church, that thoſe Monks that inſtru& *em, have 


ons they have the curioſity to ask. And it may 


- truly be ſaid that theſe Indian Nations wonld be the 


moſt happy in the World, if endued with the know- 
ledg of the true God. The Spaniards themſelves 


who have treated "em 1o ill, cannot but confeſs the 

Ni fition of their minds to every kind of Vertue. 
he Almighty ſeems to have infpir'd theſe People 

witha meekneſs and ſoftneſs of Humour like that of 


Lambs : and the Spaniards who have given 'em ſo 
much Trouble, and fallen upon 'em ſo fiercely, re- ' 


ſemble ſavage Tigers, Wolves, and Lions, when in- 
rag'd with preſſing Hunger. | 
ſelves forty years together wholly to the maſlacring 
the poor Wretches that inhabited the Tſlands 5 
putting them to all kinds of nmmheard of Torments 
and Puniſhments, (a part of which Cruelties exer- 
ciſed on theſe miſerable Indians we deſign to deſcribs 
in the ſequel of this Work) inſomuch that this Iſland 
which before the arrival of the Enropeans, contain- 
edabout three Iylions of People, 1s now reduCd to 
leſs than threeMndred. The Ifland of Cuba, the 
length of which is equal to the diſtance between 
Yalidolid ard Rome, is entirely deſert and deſtitute 
of its Inhabitants, and nothing but Ruins now to be 
feen in it. The Iflands of St. Joby, and Famaica, 
have met with the like Treatment; which were 
_” "4 very 


dnefs of their natural Temper, and the 'great / 


They applied them- 
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A © A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
_ very fertile and populous, but are render?d deſolate 
and waſte by.the/like means. The Iflands near,Cu- 
ba- and, ' Hiſpaniola: on; the North-fide are fixty in 
-mumber,, which,are:commonly call d the Ifles of Gl- 
' cans, of- which-the leaſt fruittul abounds more with 
_ * Blenty.than'the-Royal Garden of Seville ; but they 
tizute of Inhabitants, tho *'tis as wholeſom 
-an Air-as men can: breath in. When the Spaniards 
-Arſt-landed-in,,theſe jſles, there were above five 
oo. _ hundred thouſand Souls; they cut the Throats ofa 
— . / -. great part of theſe, and carried away the reſt by 
ny torce to make *em work in the Mines of Hiſpantola. 
When ſome pious Perſons embarked to viſit theſe 
Iſles after the Ravage the Spaniards had made in 'em, 
| they found but eleven People left there: It was from 
the motives of Charity and Compaſhon they under- 
{8} took this difficult and perilous Voyage, in hope'to 
 _ inſtru& theſe poor Creatures in the knowledg of Je- _ 
I +: © ſus Chriſt. Above 301lfles near that of St. 7obn were 
£ entirely depopulated; tho of a vaſt Extent, ſo-that 
_ There is ſcarce an Inhabitant to be found in them. 
-A$ for the Continent 'tis certain, and what I my 
ſelf . know to be true, that the Spaniards have ruined 
.ten Kingdoms there, bigger than all Spain, by the 
"commiſſion of all ſorts of Barbarity and unheard of 
Cruelties. They have driven away or kilPd all- the 
1lnhabitants ; ſo that all theſe Kingdoms are deiolate 
to this day, and reduc'd to a 'moſt deplorable Con- 
dition, tho this was formerly the beſt peopled 
Country in the. World. We dare aſſert, without, 
fear of incurring, the reproach of exaggerating, that 
in the ſpace of thoſe forty years in which the Spani- 
. ards exercis'd their'intolerable Tyranny in this new 
World, they unjuſtly put. to death above twelve 
Millions of People, counting Men, Women, and - 
Children: and it may be aftirm'd without injury to. 
Truth, upon a juſt Calculation, that during- this : 
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ſpace of Time, above fifty: Millions haye died * in 
theſe-Countries. 


The Spaniards who invaded theſe Tiles, and boaſted 
of their Chriſtiahity, made uſe of two ways prin-/ 


cipally to exterminate the Inhabitants ; the firſt of 
which was by an unjuſt and bloody War carried on 


with the utmoſt Barbarity and Cruelty ; the other 


was that deteſtable Policy yhich inſpir'd them to 
maſſacre all that 'had any remains of Liberty,” or 
endeavour'd to ſhake off their Tyrannical Yoke; and 


to free themſelves from {© unjuſt and intolerabſe-a 
Slavery; for this the braveſt, moſt potent, andmoſt 
warlike Nations off the Indians attempted. ' When 
the Spaniards had kill'd all the Men in the War, they 
ſuffer*'d-the Women and Children to' live, but 'with 
the impoſition of a Yoke ſo cruel and inſupportable, 
that their Condition was rendred as miſerable as that 
of Beaſts. A multitude of other particular methods 
were taken for the deſtruction of theſe poor Ame- 
ricans, but they may be' reduc'd in general to thoſe 
two we have mentioned. 

The Gold and Silver theſe People had in their poſ- 
ſeſſion, was the Motive that violently prompted the 
Europeans to perſecute and deſtroy ?em. The 'Ear- 
neſt deſire they had of ſpeedily enriching themſelves, 
in order to procure ſuch Honour and Dignity as far 
exceeded their Condition, inſpir?d *em with all this 
Inhumanity, In a word, their Avarice and | Ambi- 
tion were arriv*d to an exceſs beyond Imagination ; 
the immenſe Riches of the new World, the traca- 
ble, ſweet, and good diſpoſyion of "the Indians, 
which render'd : a deſcent into their Country eaſy to 
any that would” attempt it, haye occaltion'd all the 
Ravage and Spoil, 11 the hopritf? Maſlacres and Cra- 
elties-which the F Gbiayds have cauPd *em to ſuffer. 
They made ſo little account of the miſerable Inha- 


+bitants of theſe lands, that I may aver, without 
F#B-23 fear 
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*; hs * A Reletionsf che Spaniſh F< 


fear, of boy accus'd either of Impoſture, or of ſpeak- 

ng inconſiderately, ſince®tis that of which I have 

en an-Eye-witneſs, that they valued them leſs, and 
treated them worſe than Beaſts. They had fo little 
regard to the Salvation of their Souls, that they 
would not give themſelves the trouble ſo much as to 
ſpeak of the Chriſtian Faith and Sacraments to thoſe 
numberleſs multitudes of Men and Women whom 


they facrific'd to their Ambition and Tyranny. And 


that which aggravates the enormity of their Crimes, 
is, that theſe poor Indians had offer*d *em no Inju- 
Ty, but on the contrary, gave ?em as much Honour 
and Reſpet& as if they Pad been ſent from Heaven 
till they were wearied out with repeated Outra- 

es and Maſſacres, and conſtrain'd to betake them- 

elves to Arms contrary to their-inclination, and to 
repel force by force, to ſecure themſelves from the 
horrible Violences and Inſults of their Enemies, who 
invented divers kinds of Torments for them, with 
a Barbarity beyond all Deſcription, 


_— 
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A particular Account of what the Spaniards aid 
hy in TINPRINIOER, ; 


\{ A T this Iſland the Spaniards arriv*d in their firſt 
Voyages, and here began to perſecute and 
murder the Indians, taking away their Wives and 
Children, and uſing *em, or rather abuſing %m at 
their pleaſure. .. They devour'd all that theſe poor 
Creatures had amaſs” 4 together for their Subſiſtence 


with a .grear deal of Care and Labour, not content 


with what. they freely offer'd.'em as far as their Po- 
verty and the tz of their Condition would 
permit : for they are ſatisfied with what is of pure 
Neceſlity,not troubling themſelyes with ſuperfluities, 
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or laying up great ſtores. before hand. One Spa-. 
#jara would conſume in a day, that which would 
have ſiffic'd three Indian Families of ten Perſons 
each, for the ſpace of a whole Month. This il 
treatment and {ſpoil ſoon 'made the Inhabitants of 
this Ifland Iofe the Eſteem they had conceiv'd of the 
> tat whom they at firſt look?d upon as met 
engers from Heaven : fothat at length they began 
to hide their Wives and Children, and whatever 
Goods they had from 'em: Someretired into Caves, 
others fled up into the Mountains to avoid mein 
with the Spanzards who now appear'd fo terrible anc 
cruel to'em. . The Spaniards did not content them- 
ſelves to beat 'em, and to offer *em many other 
Indignities, but cnt their Throats in cold Blood: 
and without any reſpect either to Age or Quality, 
put their Princes, and the Governors of their Cities 
to death : They came to that height of Impudence and 
Villany, that a Spaniſh Captain had the Inſolence 
to abuſe the Wife of the greateſt King of the 
Iſland. This vile fa& drove *em quite to deſpair, 
ſo that from that time they ſought means of dri- 
. ving the Spaniards out of their Country ; they be- 
took themſelves to Arms, and did what they could - 
to defend themſelves againſt theſe Tyrants : but 
the Weapons they us'd were neither capable of 
defending them, nor of offending their Enemies to 
any purpoſe; and were more like thoſe that Chil- 
dren uſe to play with, than ſuch as are fit for Soul- 
diers to uſe in War, | 
The Spaniards, who were mounted on fine Horſes, 
and armed with Lances and Swords, look*d upon 
Enemies fo meanly equip*d with the greateſt Con- 
tempt, and committed the moſt horrible Slanghters ' 
with Impunity, They paſs'd through the ſeveral 
Cities and' Towns, ſparing neither Age nor Sex, 
but killd Women and' Children as well as Men: 
EIS MACH (010 "-o ONTG, They 


and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies. 7 4 
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They rip'd up Women with Child, that Root and 
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A Relation of the Spaniſh Vayages 


Es might be deſtroy'd together. » They laid 
agers one with another, who ſhould cleave a Man 
down with his Sword moſt dexteroully at one blow ; 
or who ſhould take his Head from his Shoulders moſt 
cleverly ; or who ſhould run a Man-through after 
the moſt artificial manner : They tore away Chil- 
dren out of their Mothers Arms, and daſh?d -out 
their Brains againſt the Rocks.; others they threw 
into the River, diverting themſelves with this bru- 


'fiſh Sport, and giving great ſhouts while they ſaw 
*em in this miſery: An 


| to add inſulting Scoffts to 
their Cruelty, adyis'd 'em to ſtruggle in the Water, 
and try if they could fave themſelves from drowning. 
T hey held up the Bodies of Mothers and Children 
together upon their Lances :- they ſet up. Gibbets, 
and hang'd up thirteen of theſe poor Creatures .in 
honour to Jeſus Chriſt and his twelve Apoſtle (as 
they blaſphemouſly expreſs'd themſelves) : They 
kindled a great Fire under theſe Gibbets, to burn 
thoſe they had hang'd upon ?em : They cut off the 
Hands of thoſe they ſav'd alive, and ſent *em away 
in that miſerable condition, bidding em carry the 
News of their Calamities. to thoſe that were retir'd 
into the Mountains to eſcape the Spaniards. 
They erected a ſmall Scaffold, ſupported with 
Forks and Poles, upon which to execute their Chiefs, 
and thoſe of the moſt conſiderable quality among 
*tm. When they had laid *em at length upon this 
Scaffold, they kindled a gentle Fire, to make *em 
tcel themſelves die gradually, till the poor Wretches 
after the moſt exquiſite Pain and Anguiſh, attended 
with horrible Screeches and Outcries, at length ex- 
Pix'd. I one day ſaw fqur or five Perſons of the 
kizheſ Rank in this Iſland hurn?d after this. manner. 


| But the dreadful Cries this Torment extarted' from 
2, lncommoding a Spaniſh Captain, and lugdring 
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his Sleep, he commanded 'em- to be preſc 
ſtrangled. But a certain Officer . whoſe cj 
know, and whoſe Relations are well known at. Se= 
ville, put Gags into their Mouths to hinder '*em from 
making a Noiſe, that he might not. be depriv'd of 
the. brutiſh Pleaſure of broiling them gently, till 
they breath*d out their Souls in this Torment. I 
haye been an Eye-witneſs of all theſe; Cruelties, and 
an infinite number of others which I paſs over in 
{ilence, 

And becauſe theſe poor People took all the care 
they could to hide themſelves from a Generation of 
Men ſo barbarous and-wicked as the Spaniards, who 
had no. Sentiment of Humanity, Honour, or Reli- 
gion left, but ated as if they were made for nothing 
clſe but to deſtroy Mankind ; to add further totheir 
brutiſh Cruelty, they taught Dogs to goa hunti ng 
for theſe poor Wretches,and to deyour 'em as if be 
had been Beaſts. And becauſe” the Indians af 
they had been -provok'd with ſo many _unheard -of 
Injuries, now and then killd _ one of them whe 
they met with *em ſtragling ; the Spaniards made 
a Law among themſelves to maſſacre. a hundred I4- 
dians far eyery Spaniard they ſhopld kill, _ 
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of the Kinodoms contain®d in the Tan f 
Hiſpaniola. 

Foie contains five great Kingdoms, the 

Kings of which were very powerful, and go- 
vern'd all po other Chiefs, whoſe number-1s yery 
great :, yet there are ſame "independent Countries 
which have their particular. Lords, and are not. 
ſabje&t to any of .thaſe Kings. One of theſe-Kings 


they call agua, which ſignifies a Plain, his oy 
eing 
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being” taken from the ſituation of his Kingdom, 


phich is extremely pleaſant. This Plain is 86 
Leagues in extent from South to North, but is 
only five, eight, ' and ſometimes ten Leagues . in 
breadth. Tis encompaſg?d on every fide with high 


Mountains ; "tis water'd with a great number of 


Brooks and Rivers, of which there are twelve that 
come not behind thoſe famous' Rivers the  EZbre, 
tlie Duere, and the Guadalquivir for bigneſs. The 
Rivers that water this Plain, eſpecially thoſe falling 
down from a Mountain that looks towards the Welk, 
abound with Gold. This Mountain bounds the 
Yrovince of Cibao, where the Mines bearing that 

produce that pure Gold of the fineneſs of 

24 Carrats, ſo much talk*d of in Europe. The So- 
veraign of this Kingdom 'was call'd Guarionex ; he 
had under him ſuch powerful Snubje&s, that one of 
**ra could bring 16000 Men' into the field for 
the King's Service. I knew ſome of theſe Indian 
Lords. . This King was very ſubmiſſive to the Kings 
of Spain, and expreſs'd a great deal of AﬀeRtion to 
them. His Humour was mild and peaceable ; and 
his Soul capable of every Vertue. He once or- 
der'd all his Subje&ts to bring him each of *em a 
great Purſe of Gold ; but finding they were not in a 
condition to anſwer his Requirement, he remitted 
half this Tax. The Inhabitants of this Iſland have 
not the Art of extracting Gold out of the Mines. 
This Cacique voluntarily offer*d himſelf to the Ser- 
vice of the King of Spain, on condition the Queen 
Iſabella would take care that thoſe Lands ſhould be 
cultivated, which the Spaniards - inhabited at their 
firſt Arrival in the Indies, extending about the ſpace 


of 50 Leagues towards St. Domingo - for he ſaid his 


Sabjects had no Experience or Skill to extra& Gold 
out of the Mines. If this Condition had been ac- 


_ Cepted,” he woald faithfully and joyfully have accom- 
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pliſhed his Promiſe, which would have been of yaſt- 
advantage'to the King of Spain, who might have 
taken above three Millions of Gold every year out 
of theſe Mines; and conſequently there might now 
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have been fifty Cities in this Province. as fine as. . 


Seville. 


But what grateful Acknowledgments did the 
Spaniards return to-the kind Offers of this Prince, 
who gave ſuch Proofs of. his. Good-will to *em, and 
ſincere defire to ſerve *em ? They cover'd him with 
Shame and Infamy, his Wite was violated ( as has 
been ſaid ) by a Spaniſh Captain, a Wretch. un- 
worthy of the Chriſtian Name, This Prince might 
have waited for an opportunity to revenge himſelf 
of this Outrage. but choſe rather to retire and live 
in Obſcurity and Exile in the Province of one of his 
Subjets, voluntarily abdicating his Kingdom and 
Government. The Spaniards being inform*d of the 
place of his Retreat, purſued him with the utmoſt 
Fury, without giving him time to-hide himſelf. They 
cruelly declar'd War againſt that Indian Lord that 
had given him SanQuary, and had receiv'd him with 
a becoming Humanity and Reſpe&; they ravag'd 
all his Tountry, and .never left off their Cruelties 
till they had found and ſeiz'd this Fugitive Prince, 
whom they. loaded with Chains, and put on Ship- 
board to be -carried into. Spam'as their Priſoner. 
This Veſlel was caſt away in the Voyage, a great 


many Spaniards drown'd, and an incredible ſum of 


Gold and Silver loſt : Among the reſt there was 2 
prodigious lump of Gold as big as a great Loaf, 


which weighed 3600 Crowns. Thus did the. Ven- 
geance of God meet with *em for the enormous 
Crimes they had committed in the Indzes. 

The ſecond Kingdom is called Afarien, where 
there 1s a fine Port juſt at the end of the other 
Kingdom on the North-fide: This Figanm is 
Bo a ng IO arger 


larger. than Fei Jad? "more fruitful,” and was 
"rd wi bers 'of Inhabitants; there are 
'N init, and ſeveral Mines abounding 
Itf << and Copper. The Name of the King 
of this Country was Guacanagari, who had divers 
Lords under his Juriſdiftion. ?Twas in this Coun= 
try that ' famous Pilot who firſt difcover'd America 
landed. Guacanagari receiv'd him with. all imagi- 
nable Hoſpitality and Civility ; he made the beſt 
Entertaitiment he could for all the Spaniards, who 
i accompanied him : when their Ship was ſunk, they 
were receiv'd at this Prince's Court as kindly as if 
they had been in the Houſes of their own natural 
Relations : here they. met with all manner of Re- 
freſhments and Recruits the Country afforded, which 
were given 'em with great Expreſſions of Humanity 
and»Compaſſion on the account of their Hardſhips. 
This King afterwards to ſecure himſelf from the 
barbarous Uſage of the Spaniards, when they began 
to commit their Maſſacres in his Country, abandon'd 
his Kingdom, and was forc'd to retreat, into ſome 
of the remote Mountains, where he died with the 
Fatigues and Inconveniencies to which he was ex- 
pos'd. Thoſe Indian Lords that depended on hint 
found no better Treatment, but periſh'd under that 
horrible. Slavery to which the Spaniards had reduc'd 
WET * *M. : 
BY *  Maguand is the third Kingdom of this Iſland, 
= and is an admirable Comnrry,: hom for Health and 
Fruitfulneſs. - Here is made'the beſt Shgar in Ame- 
rica. Caonabo was the King 'of it, who ſurpaſs'd all 
the other Kings both in regard « of his. Power, the 
Riches of his Kingdom, and the Reſpedt and Ceres 
mony with which he was honour'd:”, * This Prince 
(ORE. - not keeping on his Guard, nor ''at all diſtruſting 
bY” what Tricks the Spaniards deſign'd to play him, was &# 
by” farprizdi in his own Houſe by the Arrtifices they had # 
laid ' 
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laid to'inſnare him. - He was put in. a; 
carried: Into: Spain, and there were at the ſame -N 
ſix Veſſels in the-Port ready to ſet Sail, when all on 
a ſudden-there roſe ,a horrible Tempeſt, which 
- batter'd-the. Ships to pieces-and ſunk *em, with a 
the Spaniards that were on board. King C 
loaded; with Chains .periſh'd; together with, the 
Veſſel in. which hewas embargu'd. The Almighty 
was pleas'd to diſplay his juſt and terrible Judgment 
by this ſudden Storm, .in deſtroying: ſo. many Spa- 
 niards, and; thereby puniſhing. the Crimes they had 
committed in abuſing the poor Ind:ans.., "This. 
had three or- four Brothers, all of 'em valiant. a 
couragious. Princes ; who. being much. LIT at 
the unjuſt! Captivity of the,King, their Brother and 
Soveraign,. and inform'd of the Ravage and 
cres the Spanjards-had' made. in other olbouig | 
Kingdoms, and after all hearing the News of 
fatal End of their Brother, betook themſelves. 
Arms, and ſought means of revenging Temples 
on their Enemies. The Spaniards attack'd *em with 
their Cavalry, which is very formidable to. the 
"Indians, whom they ſoon. conquer'd, and made fo 
- prodigious a Slaughter. among *em, that half the 
- Kingdom was depopulated and became deſert after 
this Defeat. 
Xavagua is the fourth Kingdom of Hiſpaniola, and 
is.AaS it were the Heart and Centre of all this Iſland; 
the. Language of it is.the moſt refig?d and polit i 
; The People: of this Kingdom are: the moſt civiliz? 
. and their, 'Manners -more cultivated than thoſe of 
| other parts of the Country : and there are a greater. 
number . of. great Lords and Perſons of Quality 
among 'em.. . Theſe. People are better ſhap'd, and 
. have a finer Aſpe& than thoſe of the other King- 
” . doms. The King 's' Name was Bebechio, he had a , 7 
| Silter call'd ys big z both of *em heap'd* their F2- | _ 
| vours "$8 
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*em from Death, which they could not otherwiſe 


haveavoided : They left no Stone unturmd to ſhew 
' themſelves obliging 


to the Kings of Spain. After 


*Febechio's Death his Siſter Anacaona continued ab- 


olute Miſtreſs of the whole Kingdom. One day 


the Governor of the Iſland, accompanied with 60 


Horſe and 300 Foot, fends a Summons to about 300 


of the greateſt Lords of the Country to attend his 


Perſon, 


Theſe few Horſemen alone were able to 


Haveravag'd and laid waſte not only all this Iſland, 


theſe 


ol 


+ 


» * the Death of her Brother 


bunt even the whole Continent, fo defencelefs were 
r People. The Indian Nobles, not at all 
ſuſpeCting any treacherons Deſign, were by the Go- 
vernor*'s Order brought into a Houſe cover'd with 
Straw, which he commanded to be ſet on fire, 


where they periſh'd miſerably, Thoſe of *em who 
attempted to eſcape were purſued by the Spaniſh 
' Troopers, and kilPd without Mercy. 


They alſo 
kill'd a vaſt multitude of the common People, - cut- 
ting 'em and running *em through with their Swords 
and Lances. This ſame Governor caus'd Queen 
Anacaona, who had the ſoveraign Authority after 
( as has been ſaid) to be 
hang'd, that he might diſgrace the Memory of that 
Princeſs as mnch as he could by fo vile and igno- 
minious a Death. If at any time a Spaniard, either 
touch'd with the Sentiments of Compaſſion, or 


- prompted with thoſe of Avarice, thought fit to 


fpare one of theſe poor Wretches for his own Ser- 
vice; another would come tranſported with Rage, 
and fall upon him in his preſence, and either run 
him through the Body, or cut off his Legs, fo as to 
render him unſerviceable. Some of theſe Indians 
who eſcap'd this Maſſacre retir'd into an Hland not 


\ above eight Leagues diſtant from! this Kingdort, to 
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Hhelter themſelves from the Fury of the Spariards ; 
_ theſe were condemned by the Governor. to 
perpetual Slavery. A 1 
The Name of the fifth Kingdom is .Ziquey : 'Hi- 
quanama the Queen, who goverrd it, tho very 
much .adyanc'd.in Years and decrepit, was hangd'by 
of &r of the Spaniards,, who tormented an itifinite 
number. of the Inhabitants.of this 'Ringdomby di- 
vers kinds of cruel Puniſhments. Some they burt'd 
alive, they cut .off the Arms .and Legs of others, 
and _ made Slaves of the reſt. There are ſo' many 
things to beſaid of the ill Treatment and Cruelty 
the Spaniards, exercis'd againſt 'the People of this 
Tſang, that tis impoſſible to recount *em all ; and if 
that could be. done, the recital of *em would ap- 
pear incredible : . and yet the Indians gave the Spa- 
tiards no occaſion to engage in fo"barbarous'a War 
againſt *em, and to commit. ſuch 'Violences upon: 
- *em 3. but one may truly ſay, theſe poor Creatures 
1iy'd in as great Sabje&tion ati "Obedience' to the 
Spaniards, as the .moſt ſubmiſſive and obſequiaus 
Order. of Monks do. in the moſt regular and well- 
diſciplin'd, Monaſtery.; ſo that there was no lawful 
occaſion, given em to rob.thoſe of their Property, 
or condemn ?em to a rigorous Slavery, who had 
found means of eſcaping their bloody Maſlacres. 
*Tis further to be obſerv'd, that 'the Indians offer'd 
no. Afﬀront to the Spaniards when they firſt arriv'd 
in America - So that they had no colourable Pretext 
for Revenge, or the leaſt right to puniſh 'em afteriſo- 
cruel a manner. As for thoſe Sins, the Puniſhment 
of which God has reſery'd to himſelf, ſuch as Hatred, 
Envy. the paſſionate deſire of Revenge, the Spa- 
 niards had no occaſion to reproach 'em on this ac- 
count, ſince theſe People have ſcarce more Strength 
and Courage than Children of ten Years old. On 


the other ſide, the Indians had a thouſand juſt Rn 
ons 


| © Ee, _—_" | 
_fons to make War with the ; enaee tho theſe * | 
e pretence to treat them as they 
with a barbarity equal to that of the moſt Gage 
inhuman Tyrants. | 
| bo this unjuſt War was ended with the De- 
'n on and Maſſacre of all the Inhabitants of theſe 
tries, having reſerv'd few beſides the Women 
yr nd Children, they divided theſe among themſelves, 
_ Tome keeping 30 of them, others 40, others 100, 
©"ſome 200, according to the Intereſt they had in the 
Tyrant of the Iſland, whom they honour'd with the 
Title of Governor ; for *twas he that gave *em 
Theſe Tndians;" on condition they would cauſe *em to 
'be_inſtructed in the Maxims of the Catholick Reli- 
gion, tho the Perſons to whoſe care he committed 
em were the moſt ignorant, cruel, covetous, . and 
. vitious of all Mankind. Theſe (as might. well have 
- been expected) took no care to inſtru& *em ;: but 
._ confined the men to the Mines to get out Gold with 
incredible Toil and Labour ; they us'd the Women 
" for Husbandry and Tillage, tho this laſt was a La- 
 bour hard enough for men of the moſt robuſt and 
. Vigorous Conſtitution. They fed *em only with 
" Herbs, or ſuch like Food, the had but little Sub- 
* Tance or Nouriſhment in it : So that the Milk dry'd 
_.Þþ in the Breaſts.of the Women that gave ſuck, and 
- their Children in a little time. pin'd away and dyed 
- with Faintneſs and Hunger. The Men having no 
© Converſation with the Women, but dwelling in ſe- 
\Parate Houſes, there could be no farther Propaga- 
- tion of Children by ?**m. Thus at length the Men 
©. Periſfd in the Mines with Hunger and Labour, the 
' Women” dyed under the preſſure of their ſervitude 
in the Fields ; ſo that all the Inhabitants of this po- 
' Þulous. Iſland were exterminated in a ſhort time. 
And indeed if the ſame courſe were taken every 


* where elle, all Mankind would be deſtroy'd in the 
fpace 


of 'a wow Vol The ah ds 1 
poor tures to carry Burdens of fo 2: 
5-4 nods weight for a hundred or tw@hur 
dred- Leagues. And that .th ney traFel- th: 
they would 'm {the In Ans C _y 


more at eaſe, = 
them in Chairs and Horſe-litters on their $ 9: 
They us'd *emt like Beaſts of Burden to carry Meit- 
Utenſils, -and- what they pleas'd either for their Bro- 
fit or Pleaſure, ſo that he Backs .and Shoulders [1g 
theſe poor Slaves were black with Bruiſes occaſioil'd 
by the. great weight. of their Burdens. The! 
'Fatigues id not ſechre %m | 
with Cudgels and fe accompanied with Cup 
nor from a great other Puniſhments. - Bt 
*twould 'be-endleſs to ibe all the Miſe ries 8 vt | 
unfortunate People | ar cp He to ba 
require whole Volumes, and the r ending of 
plorable a Story would deeply affe& 
5 Mind not quite diveſted of Humanity. 
Itis to be obſery*d that the Deſtrufion and De 
lation of theſe Provinces began- fince the' Death 
the, moſt ſerene Queen Tſabella, "hyſteperced thi 
Life in the Year 1504. Before. this time the Spgs 
niards never durſt exerciſe -*Ctuelties on. the - 
People of this Ifland, nor deſtroy their Conntry.:-it 
they offer*d *eth any Violence, *twas as it NM b bY” 
ſtealth, and with great Precautior. But after the -* 
Death of this Princeſs, the Deſvlation becarne gene- 
ral. Before this'fatal time, they took great care to 
conceal whatever Hardſhips they made theſe People 
endure. becauſe the Queen was marvellou | 
both to promore the Inſtruction and Salvati | 
Inhabitants of- this new World, and to «raiſes halt 
Temporal Advantages ;z and accordingly ſhe gave vs 
many Examples of her Piety and Zeal. 

is whatever part of metica the Spdnidrds ſet. 
their _ they Pine the ſame A p 

Has 


| — God Almighty provok' dby ſo many hor- 
rid Crimes, abandon'd *em- 9 A. repravate, Senſe, - 
-andpermitred *em to. fallas it were from d No to 
DM and-from one Precipice; to. another. 


"Bf, the Hands of St. John and Janes. 


N the Year 1509 the; Span 
\ io" nds of St. 'Tobn and Famaica (which reſem 
Tay.” uy \ewious Gardens) with the ſame Intentions and De- 
I  Figns'they had-carried on in the Iſland of Hiſpaniola. 
-/ -Here-they committed - a world. of Robberies a 8 
7-Cruelties, juſt. as. they had done | in other ace 
"Where-ever they. .came. The Marks of their 1 
tions and Murders were every where to be ſeen. 
They laid- all. places defolate where they arriv'd, 
expoſing Men to the. Mercy of Beaſts. - And after 
ring inflicted allforts os. Torments on ?em, -put;, 
8 *emtin the Mines to-work like Slaves as long as 'they- | 
" 2 Jiv* They entirely depopulated theſe Countries, 
RF | To that in theſe two IlNands, where there were com- 
= , .puted to have been above 500000 Inhabitants be- 
fore their Arrival, there are ſcarce 200 now to be 
Found : The reſt being all deſtroy*'d with Miſery 
os - and Hardſhip, and that without having any Pains 
Os 'taken with—em to inſtru& %m In our Religion, or 
«3 to. adminiſter the Sacraments to'em. kf | 


iards went ON 


* 


Hiſpaniola is called in their Language ) they are now = 
' coming hither with a deſign to exerciſe the ſame Outrages "a 
and Perſecutions upon uw. Are you ignorant (ſays he ) $0 


- exad immenſe Treaſures of us, and will uſe their utmoſt 


T HE Spamards paſs'd into the Iſland of Caibg in ' 
the year 1511, which contains as much ground 
in length as from” Yallidolid to. Rome. There wers 
formerly fine and flouriſhing Provinces to be ſeen, 
AlFd with 'vaſt numbers of People; who:met with* - 


"I a” F 
"- " 
* Ph = 


no milder or kinder Treatment -from the Spaniards,” 2 * | 
than the reſt. On the contrary, they ſfeem'd 10% +3 


haye- redoubled their "Cruelty .upon thoſe People{. 7; 


There happen'd divers things in this Iſland that des ,- $5 
ſerve to be-remark'd. A rich and -potent*Gariqye? 
nam'd Hathuey was retir'd into the Ifle of Cuba. We 


ayoid that Slavery and Death with whichthe'Spas, 


wards menacd him : and being inform®d that his 
Perſecutors were upon the point of landing in this 
Ifland, he aſſembled all his Subjeas and Domeſticks 
together, and, made a Speech to *em after this man- 
ner. Toru know (ſaid he) the Report that is ſpread 
abroad, that the Spaniards ar#" ready to invade this 
Iſland; and you are not ignorant of the ill Vſage our ©. 
Friends and Country-men bave met with at their hands, oS, 
and the Cruelties they have committed at Hayci (fs © 


of the it Intentions of the People of whom I am ſpeaking ? 
We know not (ſay. they all with one Voice) upon 
what account they come bither, but we know they are a 
very wicked and cruel People. T'lVtell you then (reply d 
the Cacique ) that theſe Europeans worſhip a very cove- 
tous ſort of God, ſo that *tis difficult to ſatisfy bim ; and 
to perform the Worſhip they render to this Idol, theyll 
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20 AA Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages | 
Endeavour to reduce us to a miſerable ſtate . of Slavery, 


or elſe" to put 14 to death. Upon which he took a Box 
full of Gold and valuable Jewels which he had with 


\ him, and expoſing it to their view : Here us (ſays 


he) the Ged of the Spaniards, whom we muſt honour 
with-6ur Sports and Dances, to ſee if we can appeaſe 
bim; and render bim propitions to us ; that ſo be may 
command the Spaniards not to offer us any Injury. 
They all applauded this Speech, and fell a leaping 


*and dancing round the Box, till they had quite 


tired and fpent themſelves. After which the Cacique 
Hathuey reſuming his Diſcourſe, continued to ſpeak 
to them in theſe terms: If we keep this God ( ſays he) 
tif be's taken away from us, hell certainly cauſe our 
Lives to be taken from ws ;, and therefore I am of opinion 
"twill be the beſh-way to caſt bim into the River. They 
all approv'd of this' Advice, and went all together 
with one accord to throw this pretended God into 
the River. | 

"The Spaniards were no ſooner arrivd in the Ifle 
of Cuba, but this Cacyque who knew *em too well, 


began to think of retreating, to ſecure himfelf from 


their Fury, and reſolv'd to defend himſelf by force 
of Arms, if he ſhould happen to meet with them ; 
but he nnfortunately fell into their Hands : and be- 
cauſe he had taken all the precautions he could to a- 
void the Perſecutions of ſo cruel and impious a Peo- 
ple, and had taken Arms to defend his own Life, as 
well as the Lives of his Subjeas; this was made a 
capital Crime in him, for which he was burn'd a- 
live. While he was in the midſt of the Flames, tied 
toa Stake, a certain Franciſcan Frier of great Piety 
and Vertne, took upon him to ſpeak to him of God 
and our Religion, and to explain to him ſome Arti- 
cles of the Catholick Faith, of which he had never 
heard a word before, promiſing him Eternal Life, 


if he would believe, and threatning him with erer-:-. 
nal | 
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nal Torment, if he continued obſtinate in his Infi- , 3 
delity. Hathuey refle&ting on the matter, as mllch |. 
as: the Place and Condition in which he was wovld® © 
permit, ask'd the Frier that inſtructed him, -whes: 


ther the Gate of Heaven was open to'the Spaniards ;' +N 
and being anfwer'd that ſuch of ?em as were good »* © 
men might hope for entrance there : The Cagyque, k. 

| without any farther deliberation, told: him, hehad 
no mind to go to Heaven, forfear of meeting with AY 
ſuch cruel and wicked Company as they were ;/ but ev 

., would muchrather chooſe to go to Hell, where he” |» #2 


might be deliver?d from the troubleſom ſight of ſuch -- 
kind of People: To ſo great a degree have the wicked: -. "7 
Actions and 'Cruelties of the Spaniards diſhonor'd:: ©» 3 
God and his Religion in the Minds of the Americans. * © 2 
Oneday there came to us a great number of tht' 5 
Inhabitants of a famous City, ſituate above” 10# | 1 
Leagues from the place where we lodg'd, to' come a7 


: 
- 4 


plement us, and bring us all ſorts of Proviſions andf 4 
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us'd to appeaſe theſe inhuman Creatures, 'twas im-+' * 
poſſible to reduce *em to Reaſon; ſo reſolutely © 
were they bent to ſatiate their brutal Rage by ;this |, 
barbarous Action. + 6 | 
Soon after'this I ſent Meſſengers to the moſt noted 
Indians of the Province of Havane, to encourage 
and engage *em to continue in their Country, and 
not to trouble themſelves to ſeck remote places to 
hidein, and advis'd em to cometo us with LR - hy 
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22. Relat; naf :eSpaniſh 7 Voyages 
of our Frote&ion. They» knew well enough what. 
» Authority L had over the Spaniards, and I gave 'em 
b my word, no Injury ſhould..be'offer*d 'em: for the 
F. paſt Cruelties and Maſlacres their Country-men had 
by ſutter'd, had ſpread Fear and Terror through all the 
| Country, and this Aſſurance, I gave-*em was with 
 *theConſentand Advice of the Captains and other 
Officers. When we enter'd into this Province, two 
= * andtwenty of their Chiefs came to us,- and the Ve- 
MW. Ty next Morning the Commander of our T S, 
We, without any regard to the Promiſe that had been 
 made-%em, would needs ſentence *em to be burnt, 
ul. pretending 'twas beſt to put theſe People to death, 
| Us becauſe they might one time or other uſe ſome Stra- 
[f-.*,  tagem to ſurprize and deſtroy us: Afd I had all 
fl- the difficulty in the world m prevent 'em from 
» *. "throwing em into the Fire. 
ll.  __The Indians of Havane ſeeing themſelves reduc'd 
| by to a ſtate of ſevere Slavery, and that there was no 
i Remedy left, but they were irrecoverably undone, 
| | Ws began to ſeek Refuge in the Deſerts and Mountains, 
1 - - to ſecure ommſedres if poſſible from Death : Some 
n ſtrangled ' themſelves in deſpair ; Parents hang'd 
| I themſelves, together with their Children, to put the 
Js + ſpeedier end to their Miſeries by Death. Above 
[14> two hundred Indians periſh'd here after this manner, 
1. tro avoid the Cruelty of the Spaniards ;, and abun- 
dance of them afterwards voluntarily condemn'd 
Will . themſelves to this kind of Death, hoping thus in a 


ft moment to put a period to the Miſcries their Per- 
1 ſecutors inflicted on ?em. 
A certain Spaniard who had the: Title of Sove- 
raign, in this Ifland, and- had three hundred 1:- 
dians in his Service, deſtroy*d a hundred and ſixty 
Fl. of *em in 1e$ than three Months, by the exceſlive 
119.8 Labour he continually exafted of *em. The Recruits 
I... be 90x to d AY up their PARre Were deſtrog.d a 


© and Crtelhitidthe WeltThdies: 143 
the fame manner; and he would in a ſhorr time hafe. ,» © 
unpeopled the whole Iſland, if Death, which'ts 
him Out of the way very happily tor thoſe poor 
Wretches, had nor ſhelter*d *em from his Crueltics. 
I ſaw with, with my own Eyes above ſix oo 
Children die 11 the "ſpace of three or four Months, 
their Parents. being” ford .to abandon em, Hemsy 
condemir'd to the Mines. After this the Spayrards 
took up a Refolution to purſue thoſe Tadians tht 
were retir'd into the Mountains, and maſſacred tiik- 
titudes of, **m ;_ ſo,that this Ifland' was depopulated, 
and laid waſte in a very little time. And *tis a moſt 
lIamentable SpeCtacle to ſee ſo fine- a Country «thus 


miſerably ruin'd and unpeopled. ys 
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5. 4 YOf the Continent. " 36 oy 

þ the Year T1514, a mercileſs Governor, deſtitute "1 
ofthe leaſt'Eniment of Pity or Humanity, who 4 


was defervedly accounted a barbarous Tyrant, and - 
cruel Inſtrument of the Wrath of God, pierc'd Into --, 3 
the Continent, being follow'd\ by a. great many. 
Spaniards, all animated with the Spirit, and, pur- 
ſning "the Deſigns of their Leader. Tho ſorme/of 
his ſtamp had enter'd .the Continent before" him), 
and had' kill'd a” great many People, yet they lia 


'' only exercig'& FRobberiesand Cruelties on the 
| Sea-Coſ®, " BiThe of whom I am now ſpeaking, 
| {ſurpals'd all his Predeceſlors in Cruelty and Impiety. 
He was not_ content. to ravage the Sea-Coaſts, but: 
laid waſte great Kingdoms and vaſt Countries, and 
deſtroy'd an infinite number of Indians in thetrofs 
arkneſs of their Idolatry. He run through above 
fifty  Eeagues of the fineſt Country in the World, 
and ' carried -Defolation with hin! where-ever he 
Q. 4 m__ C a Vent, 
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went, Tuining in a little time the moſt pleaſant and 
fruitful Country in the Weſt-Indies. There were 
before the Arrival of this Tyrant, abundance of 
Villages, Towns and Cities, that excell'd thoſe of 
M1] «the neighbouring Countries. This Country a- 


| bounds more in Gold than any yet diſcover'd. The 


immenſe Riches that have filPd+ Spain ſince ſhe has 
traded to the Inazes, have been chiefly drawn out 
of the Mines of the Country of which I am now 


ſpeaking. 


The Governor of this new World invented' va- 
rious. kinds of Tarments to conſtrain the Inhabitants 
to give him all the Gold they had heap'd together. 


In one Progreſs which ſome of his Captains made by 


his Order to pillage and rob the People of their 
Riches, they put above forty thouſand of 'em to 
the Sword ; others they burnt, others they expos'd 
to be devour'd by Dogs, and the reſt they deſtroy'd 
with divers other kinds of cruel Puniſhments. 

...Thewretched Ignorance of thoſe that-have been 


Fenr to -ourdy the Indies, has occalion'd a great ma- 


ny. Miſchiefs and Diſorders, and hinder*d the Con- 
verſion of the Indians - for what they endeavour't 
to perſwade 'em by their Words, was contradicted 
by. their. Actions;. and the Sentiments of their 
Minds were-no ways conformable to the Pretenſions 
of their Tongues. They. commanded the Indians 
to: embrace the Chriſtian Religion upon pain of 
Death, they menzc'd 'em with cruel Slavery, or the 
moſt exquiſite Tortures, to force\ to turn Chriſti. 
ans, or to ſivear Allegiance to -the King of Spain : 
AS if the San of God, who dy'd for the Redemption 
of. Men, had ordain'd thoſe whom. he ſent to preach 
the G6ſpel, and to declare the. Kingdom of God, 
to conſtrain People that liv'd peaceably in their 
own Country, to make profeſſion .of his DoQring, 
On pain of being plunder'd of their Goods, of Pow: 
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ſeparated from thejr Wives and Children, of loſit 
vheir Liberty, and of being condemn'd to a crue 
Death, without having ever been inſtructed in the 
Maxims and Principles of our Religion. And the 
poor Creatures mulſt be oblig*d to render an exa& 
Obedience to a King they had never ſeen or heard 
of, till they were inform'd of him by theſe Meſſen- 
gers of his that treated *em ſo inhumanly. 

This bloody and impious Governor, urg'd. with 
the inſatiable deſire 0 heaping up Treaſure,  pilla, 
ged the Indians that dwelt both in the Villages and 
Cities with Impunity, while they little thought of 
ſecuring themſelves againſt his Robberies. He-or- 
der'd his Souldiers to go privately to the 
where they ſuſpected any Gold was to be 
and to declare his Orders to the Inhabitants of this - 
new World after the following manner. ** Caciques 
< and Indians of this Continent, we are come ta de- 
& clare to' you that there is but one God, one Pope, 
« and one King of Spain, who is Lord and Maſter of 
« the, Country you inhabit ; we therefore ire 
« you tq come immediately and take the Oath. of 
« Allegiance tohim. After ſuch kind of Preambles 
as theſe, they would chooſe the Night to. fall ſud» 
denly upon theſe poor Wretches, when laid faſt 
aſleep, without having taken any meaſures to ſecure 
themſelves from the Artifices of their Enemies, 
who would ſet fire to their Houſes,. which being 
thatch'd with Reeds and Straw, were burnt to Aſhes 
in an inſtant. The Women and Children were de- 
vour'd by the Flames almoſt before they had time to 
conſider where they were, They maſſacred ſuch 
as made a ſhift to eſcape the Fire, or kept 'em for 
Slaves ; they uſed Tortures to force %em to tell 
where they had hid their Gold. They printed 
Marks on their Bodies with red hot Branding-irons ; 
and after all theſe Cruelties, us'd their utmoſt dili- 
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ake a ftrid ſearch for the Gold of theſe 

mM pple, of which they got vaſt Quantities 
together, beſides Pearls and Diamonds, which the 


= 


Indians gave *em to avoid their Fury, All the Spa- 


Ly 
= .- 


niards who had any Offite or Place of Truſt, com- 
mitted the ſame Rapine z every one ſent.as many 
Souldiers as he could to make their Progreſſes, and 
rayage all the Country. The firſt Biſhop - uk 
ſent into America, imitated the Condutt of theſe 
covetous' Governors, and made uſe of his Servants 
to procure himſelf a ſhare of the Spoil,  The-Spa- 
mards in a little time carried away, above three 
= out of this Kingdom, of which vaſt Sum 
Rn ing,of Spain had ſcarce 3000 Crowns for his 

are. Here were above 800000 People flaughter'd ; 
and the ſucceeding Governors continued the like 
Maaieres till they had deſtroy'd the.reſt of the Na- 


- I muſt not paſs over in ſitence one Aﬀion com- 
mitred in this Country by the Governor, of whom 
1 have been ſpeaking. A Cacique, whether volun- 
tarily or out of fear I know not, gave him the weight 
of 0000 Crowns in Gold : This great Sum not con- 
Fenting the Spaniards, they tied this unhappy Prince 
a Stake, and ſetting fire to his Feet, endeavour'd 
by this means to extort a greater quantity from him. 
This Torment, being intolerable to him, he gave 
*em the weight of 3000 Crowns of Gold more, 
which he had reſery*d ; upon this they renew'd their 
Tortures, to get ftill more out of him : but whether 
he had no more to give ?em, or whether he was 
reſolv'd they ſhould exat no more of him, he ex- 
pir'd amidſt Their Tortures. They put to death 
many of the molt. gonſiderable Perſons of this 
Kingdom after the ſame cruel manner. : 
A Company of Spaniards happening to light on a 
Body of Indians that had retreated into the Moun- 
Rv - eb 
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tains, to..avoid the Ty nny- of. their. Perſecutor: 


ina great. rage fell upon the poor Wretches, a 
killing all the Men they could catch, carried away 
three or fourſcore Women! Priſoners. The Indians 
that efcap'd being highly incens'd, came in Arms to 
attack the. Spaniards, to try if they could oblige 
'em to let go their Prey ; Theſe ſceing the- Indians 
draw near. *em, and being unwilling to ſurrender 
the Booty they had taken, ſtab'd the Women-and 
Maids in the preſence of their Husbands and Fathers, 
who were ſeiz'd with Horror and Deſpair at the 
ſight of ſo lamentablea Tragedy; and ſmiting their 
Breaſts, cry d out, O mercileſs Men! O cruel Spa- 


niards ! who can murder poorWomen that never offended 


you without Pity,! And indeed they muſt be more fa- 
vage and blood! 


y than Beaſts of Prey, who can be 
capable of ſuch bruriſh Actions as theſe. 


One of the greateſt Lords of this Cntr 
whoſe NameWwas Paris, ha& a Houſe about ten 
fifteen Leagues diſtance from Panama ; he was ver) 
rich, having a great quantity of Gold in his polleſi- 
on. When the Spanrards came to his Houſe, he re- 
ceiv'd *em with as much Kindneſs and Civility as If 
they had been his Relations. He frankly gave the 
Captain the-yalue of 15000 Crowns : This Captain, 
and the Spaniards that accompanied him, concluded 
that this Indian muſt needs have immenſe Treaſures, 
from the parcel of Gold he had given %m; and 
ſince they had undertaken this Journey on purpoſe 
. torob him, to make the more ſure of ſucceeding in 
. their Deſign, they pretended they would be gone, 
and accordingly took their leave of him, but re- 
turr'd in the middle of the Night, and ruſhing into 
the City unexpectedly, they ſet it on fire, -andde- 
ſtroy'd abundance of the Citizens in the Flames, 
and carried away. thence 50 or 60000 Crowns. A 
| Perſon of the moſt conſiderable Quality of any in 
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hh Voyages 
this City eſcap*d the fury of this Fire; and after a 
Reſpire of three or four days, having-got as many 
Men together as he could, fell upon the Spaniards by 
ſurprize, killd about fifty of ?em, 'and retook all 
the Spoil of the City which they had burnt, and 
particularly the Value of 40000 Crowns, of which 
they had plunder'd him : the reſt of the Spaniards 
made the beſt of their way and eſcap'd, but not 


without a great many Wounds. Soon after this 


they return'd with a greater Force to attack this 
Cacique, and deſtroy'd the greateſt part of his 
Troops, making Slaves of the reſt, 
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Of the Province of Nicaraqua. 


N the Year 1522, the forementioned Goyernor 
undertook to ſubdue the Province of Nicaragua. 
The great Fertility of this Country, the Goodneſs of 
the Air, and the vaſt number of the Inhabitants 
cannot be ſufficiently expreſs'd. There were Cities 
in this Province four Leagues in length. The great 
quantities of excellent Fruits that grow there, drew 
together thoſe great multitudes of People. Theſe 


Cities being ſituate in vaſt Plains, the People had 


no Mountains near in which to hide themſelves ; 
beſides, the Climart is ſo ſweet, and the Country ſo 
agreeable, that the Inhabitants could not eaſily re- 
ſolve to quit it, and conſequently were the more 
expos'd to the Outrages and Perſecutions of the 
Spaniards ; yet they ſuffer'd all with as much pa- 
Lience as was poſlible, that they might not be oblig'd 
to change their Dwelling. And tho theſe People 
arg naturally of a mild and peaceable Temper, the 
Governar, or rather the Tyrant, with the Miniſters 
of his Cruelty, reſoly*d to treat the Indians of this 
Pro- 
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ovince after the ſame manner he had done'thoſe 
other Kingdoms. Here he committed ſo many 


npoſlible tor any Pen to relate 'em all. He ſent 
o Troopers into this Province, which is bigger 


he Inhabitants, without any regard to Age, Sex or 
vality, If theſe poor Creatures faild- to _ 
ma certain meaſure of Corn which they exacte 

f *em, or did not ſend into their Service ſuch a 


ithout Mercy. And this being a plain Country 
as has been ſaid) there was no place to ſhelter *em 


tmoſt Fury. , 
The General permitted theſe Villains to commit 
Il the Infolencies and Robberies they pleas'd, and 
o take as great a number of Priſoners as they deſir'd. 
Theſe they ſometimes loaded with Chains of ſixty 
r eighty Pound weight; ſo that of 4000 Captives, 
ſcarce ſix were able to endure this Fatigne, the reſt 
all dy'd by the way under the intolerable weight of 
their Fetters. That they might not have the trouble 
to open the Chains of ſuch as dy'd with Hunger, 
Thirſt, Wearineſs and Toil, they cut off their 
Heads. When the Indians ſaw the Spaniards. pre- 
pare for theſe kind of Journeys, well knowing they 
were never likely to ſee their Friends and Country- 
men any more, they, with many deep Sighs and 
Groans, and floods of Tears, utter'd their Com- 
plaints after this manner. Time was (ſay they ) 
when we bave travelÞd theſe Journeys to ſerve the Chriſti- 
ans, and bave been ſuffer”d after a certain ſpace of time 
to return home to our Wives and Children, but now thcre 
5s no bope of any ſuch return and this Separation muſt 
be for ever. 
One day a Fancy came into the Governors Head, 
0 


normities, ſuch Robberies and Maſlacres, that *tis. 


umber of Slaves as they demanded, they kilPd %*em 


rom the Spaniſh Horſe, who purſu'd *em with the. 
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this City eſcap*d the fury | 
Men together as he could, fell u 


"Voyages 
C " this Fire; and after 
Reſpire of three or four days, having-got as man' 
pon the Spaniards b 
ſurprize, kill'd about fifty of ?em, 'and retook al 
the Spoil of the City which they had burnt, anc 
particularly the Value of 40008 Crowns, of whic! 
they had plunder'd him: the reſt of the Spaniard. 
S- the beſt of their way and+ eſcap'd, but noi 


without a great many Wounds. Soon after this 


they return'd with a greater Force'to attack this 
Cacique, and deſtroy'd the greateſt part of his 
Troops, making Slaves of the reſt. | 
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Of the Province of Nicaraqua. 


N the Year 1522, the forementioned Goyernor 
undertook to ſubdue the Province of - Nicaraqua. 
The great Fertility of this Country, the Goodneſs of 
the Air, and the vaſt number of the Inhabitants 
cannot be ſufficiently expreſs'd. There were Cities 
in this Province four Leagues in length. The great 
quantities of excellent Fruits that grow there, drew 
together thoſe great multitudes of People. Theſe 


_ Cities being ſituate in vaſt Plains, the People had 


no Mountains near in which to hide themſelves ; 
beſides, the Climat is ſo ſweet, and the Country ſo 
agreeable, that the Inhabitants could not ealily re- 
ſolve to quit it, and conſequently were the more 
expos'd to the Outrages and Perſecutions of the 
Spaniards ; yet they ſuffer'd all with as much pa- 
Lience as was poſlible, that they might not be oblig'd 
to change their Dwelling. And tho theſe People 
arg naturally of a mild and peaceable Temper, the 
Governar, or rather the Tyrant, with the Miniſters 
of his Cruelty, refolv*d to treat the Indians of this 
Pro- 
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Province after the ſame manner he had done-thoſe 
of other Kingdoms. Here he committed ſo many 
Enormities, ſuch Robberies and Maſlacres, that *tis- 
impoſlible tor any Pen to relate 'em all. He ſent 
50 Troopers into this Province, which is bigger-tha 
the County of Roy/illon, who maſſacred almoſt'a 
the Inhabitants, without any regard to Age, Sex or 
Quality, If theſe poor Creatures faiPd- to 
'em a certain meaſure of Corn which they ex 
of *em, or did not ſend into their Service ſuch a 


number of Slaves as they demanded, they kilPd *em. 


without Mercy. And this being a plain Country 
( as has been faid ) there was no place to ſhelter *em 


from the Spaniſh Horſe, who purſu'd *em with the. 


nemoſt Fury. 


The General permitted theſe Villains to commit: 


all the Infolencies and Robberies they pleas'd, and 
to take as great a number of Priſoners as they deſir'd. 
Theſe they ſometimes loaded with Chains of ſixty 
or eighty Pound weight; ſo that of 4000 Captives, 
ſcarce ſix were able to endure this Fatigne, the reſt 
all dy'd by the way under the intolerable weight of 
their Fetters. That they might not have the trouble 
to open the Chains of ſuch as dy'd with Hunger, 
Thirſt, Wearineſs and Toil, they cut off their 
Heads, When the Indians ſaw the Spanzards. pre- 
pare for theſe kind of Journeys, well knowing they 
were never likely to ſee their Friends and Country- 
men any more, they, with many deep Sighs and 
Groans, and floods of Tears, utter'd their Com- 
plaints after this manner. Time was (ay they ) 
when we bave travelPd theſe Journeys to ſerve the Chriſti- 
ans, and bave been ſuffer”d after a certain ſpace of time 
to return home to our Wives and Children, but now there 
1s no bope of any ſuch return ; and this Separation muſt 
be for ever. 

One day a Fancy came into the Governors Head, 
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from 5 toſ for whom he had no. kindneſs, 

gc y x 1 «Be 42 th (© he reſpetted. 
10 = gengng of $1 ves occafion'd a 

TRE i one Year, there | 

| ( on, the ground. -The Spaniards endea- 

your 


ing but a very 

24 Hh ly this defect by taking from the In- 
s all the Corn andother Proviſions which they 
Had. laid up-in ſtore for the Subliſtence of their 
Families This Diſorder ' produc'd a Famin amo 
*em, which deſtroy'd above thirty thouſand People. 
There was one Woman fo intaterably preſs'd ith 
Hunger, that ſhe kill'd her Child to appeaſe her 
| ite. 
All the Cities and Fields round *em are like plea- 
ant” Gardens, which the, Spaniards cultivated ac- 
cording, to. the ſhare each one had aſlign'd him by | 
Lot : andto {ave their own Revenues, they ted up- 
on the Stores that belong'd tothe Indians, and liv'd 
at their Charge, devouring in a few days what theſe 
Poor People had' been a long time getting together « 
with a great deal of Care and Toil. There was 
no. Spaniard but had an Eſtate of his own, and kept 
abundance of Indians in his Houſe to manure his 
"Land, and to do other Domeſtick Buſineſs : and none 
of theſe were exempted from Slavery, their Nobles, 
their Women and Children were made to work day 
and night for the advantage of the Spaniards, who 
exated Tasks of *em quite beyond their Strength, 
and miſerably wore em out with exceſs of Labour 
and Hardſhip. They drove *em ont of their Houſes, 
and took poſſeſſion of *em ; they. ſeiz'd their Goods 
and Lands, and inſtantly conſum'd their Proviſions, 
thus reducing ? em to extreme neceſſity. Many of *em 
dy'd under the heavy Burdens they oblig'd *em to 
carry 0n their Shoulders asfar as the Port, which was + | 
aabove 30 Leagnes 3 for hither they made *em bring 
8 Planks 
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Velo The I nd 
and , Wax in the Mountains, where they were" 
vour'd by Tygers: Women, big with Child er 
not exempted from theſe hard Services, andwdfts 
periſh'd together with their Fruit, under the. preſſure 


of this. rigorous Slavery. 44 
_ That which contributed yet farther to unpeatple 
this Province, was theliberty the Spaniards took*to 
exact. of the Caciques, and richeſt Indians, a grea 
number of Slaves, Phis kind of Tribute was'au- 
thoriz'd by the Governor, and levied with*a- great 
deal of Severity ; for he threaten'd to burn *em alive 
if» they faild to ſend. him a Recruit of 
every three Months, or as often as he ſhould give 
' order : tho the. Indians have no great number of 
Slayes ordinarily, and *tis much if a Cacique has three 
or four among his other Domeſticks. :-If a:Father 
had two Children, the Spaniards would. take away 
one of them, or two if he had three : The Pani 
muſt ſubmit, with how. great RelaQancy ſoeverz; by 

- their Children were not raviſtd from *em' without 
abundance. of Tears and dolgrous. Complaints; ft 
they have a very tender Aﬀection to their-OfF- 
ſpring, and breed %*em up with abundance of Cafe. 
This kind of Tribute being often extorted,- all this 
Kingdom was in a few years depopulated. There 
arriv*d five or {1x Ships here every year, ' which were 
laden with Slaves, whom they tranſported into 
Peru and Panama, and there ſold ?em, where they 
died in a little time; for it has been confirm'd by 
many Experiments, that thoſe 1zd:ans that are tranſ- 
ported from their Native Country into other Cli- 
mats, ſeldom live long : And that which contri- 
buted to kill 'em the fooner, was the neglect of ſup« 
plying: *'em with ſufficient Suſtenance, and the ex- 
{* - ceſlive Labour with which they were a 
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pace- Years there were above 
layes drawn out of this Province, tho they 
ere all born free: and during the War that was 
ade againſt 'em, there dy*d about fifty or ſixty 
howſh nd belides theſe: the reit were condemn'd to 
ruel Slavery,” in which a conſiderable number dy'q 
every day. There are about four or five thouſand 
api: ſtill to be found in this Province ; But it was 
'one of the beſt peopled Countries in all Ame- 
rica: And in alittle time in all appearance the reſt 
will be deſtroy'd by the ill Treatment they conti- 
nually ſuffer. . 


” 


Of New Spain. 


N Bw Spain was diſcover'd in the year 1517, and 
YN the year following the Spaniards, began to ra». 
vage it, and to maſſacre the Inhabitants, tho they 
to go out of Europe to people this Country. 
Violences and Oppreſlions arriv*d to ſuch a - 
that they had*no regard either to God or 
g, but forgot both that they were Men and 
ns. Since they came into this Country, there 
has been nothing but Rapine and Spoil, Maſlacres, 
[i and burning of Cities, nothing but Tyranny and . 
1 1.04 Violence ; ſo that they have in a ſhort time depo- 
«1 pulated and ruined vaſt Kingdoms from one end to 
rother. The remembrance of the Villanies and 
Cruelties committed there, has caſt ſuch a Terror 
into the minds of the Natives, that they can't think 
of a Spaniard without trembling. They have not 
FE yet left off tormenting *'em; on the contrary 
1 they rather grow worſe and worſe, and their Perſe- 
i; __ cutions augment every year. The Spaniards ſince 
they firſt enter'd into New Spain have deſtroy'd 
= 450008 « # 
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450000 by violent Deaths in and abo 

This Country contains four or five Kingd 
come not ſhort of the Kingdom of Spas 
tent, Fertility, and Plenty of all things ; Here'v 
Cities to be ſeen more populous than Toledo, Sewille, 
V allidolid, Saragoſſa, or Barcelona ;, for tho all theſe 
Cities are well ſtor'd with Inhabitants, thoſe of. 
new World are yet more populous. The Countr 
of which I am .now treating 1s above 1800 Leagues 
in compaſs. Here the Spaniards, have killd above 
four Millions of People by Fire and Sword,. and 9- 
ther violent Deaths, both Men, Women and Chil- 
dren, within the ſpaggot 480 Leagues. Tiky call 
the Countries they have got by their unjuſt and 
cruel Wars, their Ng. 19 into. which they en- 
ter'd with the bloody deſign of exterminating the 
Inhabitants; and behav'd themſelves worſe than 
- Turks, or the greateſt Enemies of the Chriſtian 
Name would have done. I don't now reckon in the 
number of thoſe they have kill'd,” ſuch as have pe- 
riſh*d in Slavery, or dy'd under the Hardſhips of 
their Tyrannical Oppreſlions. No Tongue is capa- 
ble of deſcribing to the life all the hotrid Villanies 
perpetrated by theſe bloody-minded Men. _ The 
ſeem to be the declar'd Enemies of Mankind; an 
at as if they were deſtin'd to deſtroy the whole 
Human Race : And how accuratly ſoever one en- 
deavours to relate the Cruelties and Ravages of the 
Spaniards, the thouſandth part oz it cannot be 
utter d:; 
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and fFRSER City of Choluta, 
4 which contain'd more: than. thirty Thouſand Fa- 
milies, the principal Inbabitants, aanhte with the 
. Prieſts; led by him whom they look'd-upon as their 
High-prieſt, Lt euamc: of Solemnity and 
Pomp to- meet the" Spaniards;, and that they might 
receive *eni” with the: greater Honour, and' Reſpe&t, 
they -had order?d” matters ſay amongſt, themſelves, 
that thoſe of*the higheſt-quality .in-the City 
condud the Spaniards to their Houſes, and: give-*em 
the beſt Entertainment they could, Notwithſtand- 
ing this,” the Spaniards reſolv/d' upon the ſpotiito 
make a hotrible laughter: of ®emz thereby to render 
themſelves the more formidable, andito ſpread T-er- 
ror through all the Country. And this method they 
usd'ito- obſerve in'every Country through which 
yp paſs'd, viz.-to make a great Maſſacre at their 
Arſt Arrival, that the People, who are as meek-/as 
- Sheep, mig ht not look upon *em without dread. 
They Hal ſome'to'go and treat with the chief 
Men. of the City, and places adjacent, to eng 
*<m-to' comeand meet 'em, that they might _ 
together.” Theſe were no ſooner come to *em, 'but 
they put %em in Chains, while the Inhabitants of 
the' City knew nothing of this Treachery. They 
{i Day 6000 Indians of ?em to carry their Bag-" 
gaze, their Utenſils and Provitons: When they 
were come, they ſhut *em up in divers Yards, and 
'twas a miſerable Spectacle to ſee the poor Wretches 
prepare to carry the Burdens they were to lay upon 
**M. They were almoſt ſtark naked, and ſtoop'd. 
"down proftrating themſelves upon the Ground, fub- 
mitting, 
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mitting like Sheep to the Blows and Wounds theſe 
Tyrants gave 'em. When they were all thus pound- 
ed in rp Courts or Yards, part of the Spaniards 
arnrd . with Lances and Pikes fill'd up the " nues 
to hinder the Indiqns. from eſcaping, while the reſt 
put *em to the $ward ; ſo that none of theſe eſcap'd. 
Two or three days after they found ſome of them 
among. the Carcaſes all cover'd with Wounds and 
Blood, that had been left for dead ; theſe cry'd for 
Mercy, and beg'd. they might be ſufferd to live ; 
but theſe bloody. Men were not at all ſoften'd by 
their Groans ands Fears, and the ſubmiſſive manner 
ia which they ask'd their. Lives, but cut *em in pieces 
upon the ſpot. with akind of nameleſs Cruelty. 
Above. a. hundred of the. principal Indians of this 
place were .put-in Irons, .and kept alive ag yet: 
But: the Commander of the Spaniards order'd Stakes 
to. be fix'd in the Ground, anditheſe unhappy Peo- 
ple to be faſten'd,to *em and burnt. The Kipg of 
the CF ed to make his Eſcape, and re- 
tir'd into a Temple with thirty. or forty attending 
him, hoping to find. Sanctuary there: Here he de- 
fended himſelf for a whole day, But the Spaniards, 
who never gave. Quarter to any one. whom they 
found in Arms, ſet fire to the. Temple, and buynt 
all that. were 17, it, They cry'd out of the midſt 
of the Flames : O-vile and cruel Men! what hurt have 
we done: you, that you ſhould kill us.gfter this manner ? 
Be gone, be gone to Mexico, where our King Monte- 
cuma will puniſh you according to. your deſerts, *Tis 


Taid the Spaniſh Commander was-at play during this 


Tragedy ; and that. when the Flames had quite con- 
ſum'd theſe poor Indians, in a Tranſport of barba- 
Tous Joy, ſhall I ſay? or Fury, ke utter'd theſe words : 
Nero, Jays he, beholding from Adount Tarpeius the 


' Flames that laid Rome in Aſbes, beard the Cries of. his 


Citizens without any Emotion of Compaſſion. 
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36, A Relationof the Spaniſh Voyages 
The Sparzards made another great Maſlacre in 
the City of Tepeaca, which is a yet finer and larger 
City Wh the former, and comprehends in it a - 
greater number of Houſes, Here they kilPd a nrul- 
titude of the Inhabitants with their Lances and 
Swords. They afterwards went to Mexico, where 
King Monteguma accompanied with his Nobles, and 
choſe of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Rankin his Court, 
entertain'd the Spaniards with all ſorts of Divertiſe- 
ments, to teſtify how mightily they were pleasd 
with their Arrival. The King's' Brother came to 
meet *em with a ſplendid Retimne; he made *em 
noble” Preſents in Gold 8095 Silver, and gave %em 
rich Stuffs painted with divers Colours : the King 
himfelf receiv'd *em at the'entrance of the City wi 
all his Court, being carried upon a Golden Frame, or 
Chair of State, and conducted *em to the Palace 
that was provided for *em. But the me day they 
ſeiz'd this unfortunate Prince, who thought of no- 
thing leſs, and poſted fourſcore Sonldiers to guard 
him, having loaded him with a heavy Chain. This 
AQion put all the Indians in a Conſternation and4 
- Fear. But to augment their Terror, they contriv'd 
to ſignalize their Cruelty by ſome memorable Action, 
All the Nobility of the City was engag'd in repre- 
ſenting Plays and Shows, and in dancing round the 
place where their King was impriſon'd,; to allay the 
Troubles of his Mind during his Captivity ; in theſe 
Plays they expos'd to view all their Riches and Mag- 
nificence. Theſe were the Demonſtrations of their . 
Joy, and of the deſire they had to pleaſe the Spg- 
niards. The Nobles and Princes of the Blood, ac- 
cording to their ſeyeral degrees, were employ?d' in 
theſe Plays and Dances ( as I have ſaid ) round about 
their Prince's Priſon ; ſo that there were about the 
Palace two thouſand young Men that were the very 
' flower of the whole Kingdom, and the Pride and 
Glory 
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Glory of the Court of King Monteguama.: While 
they were thus engag'd, the Commander of the 
Spaniards with one of his Troops cam&to- fall upon 


'em. He had ſent the reſt of his Souldlers into the 
Other quarters of the City, where the People were 
uling the like Divertiſements, ordering 'em to ſeem 
to join in with theſe Indian Sports, as if they were 
mightily pleagd with ?em, but withal giving em. a 
word to put theſe Dancers at a certain time to the 
Sword. | Accordingly they fell upon 'em, pro- 
Nnouncing the word St. Fames, which was the Signal 
for maſſacring theſe poor naked Ingians, that were 
in-no condition to detend thenfſelves. from Souldiers 
arm'd with Swords and Lances : with theſe they 
made large Wounds in the tender Bodies of the 
young Noblemen of Mexico, who were all maſſacred, 
and not ſo muchas one of 'em eſcap'd. The Indians 
inthe other-parts of the City were ſeiz'd with fo 
much Horror and Trouble, that they knew not 
where to ſeek for ſhelter to ſecure themſelves from 
the fury of theſe Cut-throats, whom they loaded 
with a thouſand Curſes. Since this time they dont 
forget to celebrate the memory of this barbarous 
AQion- with their Sighs and Tears, and have put 
this day in the Rank of their moſt unfortunate ones, 
fince in it they loſt in a momeat the moſt illuſtrious 
Nobility of the whole Kingdom. 
The Indians who had ſuffer'd the Impriſonment of 
their King with ſo much patience, hearing of the 
Maſſacre 'of fo many young Noblemen, could not 
but expreſs their Deteſtation of this ſo bloody and 
wicked a Fa&t, and took up Arms to revenge them- 
ſelves: and tho Montecuma had forbidden *em to 
offer the Spaniards any Violence, they attack'd 'em 
vigorouſly, and killd divers of %em, and the reſt were 
conſtrained to retreat. The Spanzaras put a Dagger 
to their Prince's Breaſt, and ſhew'd him 1n this | 
| 2 & ka poiture 


: 
7 
Z 
x1 
R l 
Ki 
: : 
o 
L, 
[4 
b : 
? 
5 
P 
% '% 
C - 
918 
a | 
©% 
”" i 
, 4 
: 
- 
4X 
meu, 
(#30 
t : 
} 
, 
- " 
+30 
_ V 
4 
PA 
4 l 
. Z 
1 . 
o 4 
"It 
| 
\n M 
G *: 
A ' 
be” 
9p - 
13:40 
+ uy 
will 
L 
: : 
i 
ri 
4 
oF. \ 
i 
Y 
+ J 
4.8 4 
- 
, * 
. 
'- Þf , 
'S.;: 
1 Y 
"15 
ry : 
& /, 
. nf 
. 
1 '. 
a 
Wy 4 
* , 
+ if 
> ' 
is 
* | 
of : 
Ti 
: 
810 
= 
- 
wp 
z Ll 
$ x5 
y; "98 


* 
”% 
% o 
: > 
» x Þ 
| : Xt. | 
- þ x 
Cad a 
”\ 
? 5. 
: 
, {of 
, \ 
= 
: 4 
"A 
. 3, . 
, ' ” 
D 
c 
LF, 
- 
by 
| 
. 
a ig a Y 
: $4 
= 
= _ 
s T3 : 
5+ / * 
th Q 
'S Y -, 
HE: 
i] BEE 
> ; ; q , 
L " 
by 2 
: o : / 4 
T a 
q 3- 
* 
$3. , * 
»g Po 
}; « : « . 
1 o + : 
w 
F 
> h : 
, L4 
dvd : 4 
, Wal : 4 | : 
W43.>- | 
"SY , 
at 81 * | 
G l 
LY of ' : 
'&) | : : 
, v 3 
Ss 3.5% 
: l 
ET 
. k "4 
\ : its 
, , 
4 451% : 
- 3, 
we 1 4 
= F< 7 'S. 
= l 
by Y "t 
[ : > 
at : q 
wy A 
1% 4 . 
: ; J 
$1385 ' 
k } 
\ hs + | 
. : 
ce % 
$ 
*"g i 
LF ® 15 
b, - , 
it 
: 8 þ 
's 
x3 7 F 
"3% 1 | 
* 0» : 
3 *#: 
© 45 
. [f 
2.4 
þ 01 i : 
4 
o 4 - 1 
FT 7 
Wy: 
& } ; 
[A * y F : 
: . * 
Lt of E 1 
\ WIC | 
% *} [| 
YL Ed 
#85 : 
4 
= TY $ 
F ' 
ty 
3 
wr 
1 = 


lation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
;Snbjects through a Window, hoping 
Te would oblige *em to'lay down their 
he Prince himſelf likewiſe command- 
3 but they were too much provokd 
now to oft even his Orders: ' T hey- choſe one to 
head %em, and having put all their Troops under 
his Command, attack*'d the Spanrards fo' furiouſly, 
and fought with ſo much obſtmacy, that theſe'con- 
cluding they were not able 'to withſtand ' em; "left 
the City, and retreated in the middle of the night ; 
which the Indians perceiving, purſid ?*em, and Kill'd 
a great' number. of 'em as they paſs?d the Rivers. 
However the OE: ternal ſoon after with" a 
greater Strength, and aſſaulted and" took the City, 
in which they made a horrible fabghter, and burnt 
thoſe Indians that were of greateſt Note. 

After they had- committed all-thi Cru 
Spoil in the City of Mexico, they 4 carried Deſolation 
with them into the Province of "Pat YUco, Which'"is 
not above twenty Leagues diſtant from it, and here 
exerciſed their ordinary Barbarity. * This Province 
was mightily ſtock?d* with People-:* but ſince the ar- 
rival of the Spaniards, the greateſt part of *em has 
been'cut of. The Province of Tute-peca; and" that 
of 'Colima underwent the ſame Fate ; each of m_ 
Provinces 1s as big as the Kingdoms: of Leon an 
Caſtile. 

*Tis to be obſery'd: that the Spaniards invaded 
theſe Provinces only*to:plunder 'and inflave the In- 
habirants. One of the firſt things they did was to 
oblige *em to take the 'Oath of Allegiance to the 
King of Spain; which-'if they refugd to do, they 
were preſently maſſacred, 'or made Slaves. "They 
declar'd thoſe of *em Rebels who'came mot to'meer 
the Spaniards,.and "to ſubmit to their unjuſt 'and cruel 
Orders. Thoſe of the higheſt rank among the'T1- 


drans were accus'd of this Crime, and this'was im- 
| prov'd 
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proyd againſt em tothe King of Fain; without 
conſidering that *tis a plain Rulemn Law, that *hone 
can de term'd Rebels but en Unatretovolted 
from their Prince. 

"There's 'no” good Chriftian will make any dif- 
ficulty to conclude, that ſuch *Miſfionaries*as'the 
Spaniards have not the Qualifications neceſfary-t0 
infinvate the 'Maxims of our Religion” into theſe 
People, who are natbrally free, -and know: not how 
- bear the: Haughtineſs and Inſoletice-with which 
_ they have been'treated : for they are'peremptorily 

a ,. you muſt without any more ado ſybmit to the 
Obedience of, a Foreign Prince, whom you never 
faw nor heard of; ana"if you refuſe ſo to do, well 
cut you in pieces ; and this no ſooner (aid but done. 
Bit that whicltis more-tmaccountable is, that thoſe 
- who yield a blind "Obedience to all they command 
*em, are nobetfer treated thanthe others ; for they 
are made" miſerable Slaves; they exact intolerable 
"Tasks of *em, and condemn ein to all ſorts of 'Tor- 
ments : 6 that whole Proviniees, - both Men, Women 
and* Children, are 'deſtroy'd in a ſhort time : Nay, 
thoſe whom they kill ontright ar@the happier ſort, 
as having an end put'to their Miſeries in a moment. 
But when they are ford by Menagces to promiſe 
Fidelity and Obedience to a Foreign Prince, can it 
be pretended they are oblig'd to it in Conſcience, 
when” this ſuppos'd Duty is neither founded 'on the 
Laws-of God, nor thoſe of Nations ? Beſides, the 
Threatnings that are made ?em are capable of ter- 
rifying Men of the greateſt Courage and Reſolu- 
tion 3- wherefore all the Promiſes obtain'd by ſach 
menaces have no value nor obliging force. I paſs 
over in filence the Aﬀronts; the Inſults and Injuries 
that were offer*d the King 'of Mexico. Iri a word, 
they have violated” all the Laws 'of Nations, and 
infinitely wrong'd and-abug?d the poor Indians. This | 
D 4 1; 


40 DA Relition of the Spaniſh Voyages 
is _ the 'Seryice the Spanigrds have; done theſe 
People. -. od 3 A 

The Governor of this new World, ſupported by 
his imaginaty Titles, ſent two Captains, ſcarce in- 
ferior to himſelf in-Impiety gad Cruelty, into, the 
Kingdonis of Guatimala, which are ſituate towards 
the South : they pierc'd as far as the Kingdoms of 
Naco and Gaymura, which extend Northward for 
the ſpace of about. 300. Leagues; theſe Kingdoms 
border” ppon'that of Mexico. Theſe Captains tra- 
vell'd both by Sea-and Land;: accompanied with a 
good party of Horſe, and a conſiderable number of 
Foot. | | y 
\ The Captain whoſe Lot it was to travel into Gua- 
timala, did a world 'of miſchief there (the other 
foon dying ) he carried Deſolation with him every 
where; and fill'd this Kingdom with Blood and Ruin, 
to render -the Spaniards formidable: eyent to future 
Generations. I am-of opinion, that the miſchief this 
Captain did here ſurpaſs'd whatever the Europeans 
had done before in the new World, He went by 
Sea, and carried Sword and Fire throughout all the 
Coaſts. Some-of the Inhabitants of the Kingdom 
of Yucatan, which is in the way to the Kingdoms of 
Naco and Gaymura, made him magnificent Preſents : 
yet as ſoon as he had enter'd their Country, he ſent 
his Souldiers into every part of it, who committed 
horrible Spoil, and maſſacred an infinite number of 
theſe poor People. 4A furious Spaniard at the head 
of 300 Men, enter'd the Country adjoining to Gua- 
timala, ſet fire to all their Cities, and cut the throats 
of all the Inhabitants, without giving any quarter : 
he carried awaPwhat Booty he.could, and continued 
to pillage the Country. for the ſpace of ſixſcore 
Leagues. ' This Captain had rebelPd, and revolted 
ggainſt his General; and his deſign in ruining the 
Country after this manner was to put the. Spaniards 
Cao et. . / 071", Gs out 
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gut of a condition to, purſue him, by; pon eventing 


their finding Subſiſtence in- a Country 
and by expoling ?em to the fury of th cies, wh 

would omit nothung to revenge u rk ih 
and Miſchiefs they had receiv” | from their 
panions; which fell out accordingly : For the Spaniſh 
General attempting to ek th oy Rebel, was killd 
by | the Indians. Thoſe that ſucceeded | -him- exer- 
Giſed all manner of 'Cruelties on*em; and reduc'd al- 
moſt all of: 'em to Slavery, after they. had fpoil'd *em 
of all their Goods, Proviſions, Clothes, Corn, Wine 
and other neceſlaries_ of Life. The Provinces of 
Naco and Hendure, which were like Gardens of 
Pleaſure, were turd into melancholy Deſerts, al- 
tho this Country was very full of People. "Tis 
impoſlible to reflect on theſe things without being 
ſenſibly touch'd and ſoften'd into Compaſſion, tho 
one were- naturally of an. obdurate-and fowr Tem- 
per. They Kill'd two Millions of. People in- this 
Country in leſs than ten years; ſo that there are 
ſcarce two thouſand left in all the vaſt Extent of it; 

and theſe are groaning under a heavy yoke of Bon- 
dage. When they. propos'd to*emito take the Oath 
of Allegiance to the King of Spain, they would 
give *em no time 'to deliberate ; they muſt imme- 
diately obey, or elſe die by Fire or Sword. 


who 
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Of the Kingdom of Guatimala, 
T HE Spaniards fenaliz'd their entrance into this 
Kingdom by divers Maſſacres, tho the King 
came- to meet *em in his Chair of State ſupported 
by his Slaves, follow'd by a great number of his Lords, 
and with Trumpets and Drums before him, to give 
the greater Teſtimony of Joy z he ſhew'd 'em _ 
Lhe 


2 and.Civitiry in the world; manifeſted 
al of Kindneſs in readily ſupplying em 
| ty of Proviſions, and gave *em whatever 
hey « 7 ably defire; © The Spaniards lodg'd 
thou the City the firſt night, chinkine they ſh ould 
not-be fecur en6ughe ina place ſo well fortified, 
engag'd the Prince of -_ lace 
wh bligi b h 
lity, obliging to bring wit Po $a a 
of Qua al Gold. ; The Indians made anſwer 
that * *twas- Fn offible for them todo 'what was re- 
rd,” becauſe their-CountryQid not yield this Me- 
'Tal.. However this refuſal ”d the Indignation 
* the Spaniards, that for no other Offence;:withont 
formal Proceſs, they caſt '*em all alive into"a 
t, Fire.” The moſt conſiderable Inhabitants of 
eſe” Provinces, ſeeing their Maſters | ſo cruelly 
treated, only becauſe they gave not the Spaniards 
all the Gold they demanded, retir'd with all ſpeed 
into the Monntains; ordering the common People 
to ſubmit” to the Spaniards as their Maſters, a 
- giving em a ſtrict charge by no means to give the 
leaſt notice of "the places where they were gone to 
Hide themſelves. Abundance of theſe poor People 
came accordingly to the Spaniards, begging of em 
to receive them. into the number of their Servants, 
and promiſing to ſerve em faithfully as far as they 
were capable, The Spaniſh Commander roughly 
anſwerd - em,; that he would not ſo receive *em, but 
cut 'em to pieces without Mercy, unleſs they would 
diſcover the places whither their Maſters were re- 
treated ; the Indians replied, they did not know : 
however they: readily offer%d themſelves, their 
Wives and Children to Fehate Service; and ſaid, they 
would continue in. their Houſes expeRing their Or- 
ders ; they further told *em, they might treat *em 
as they pleas'd, *twas In their power either to kill 
'em, 


*em, *or-to ſave *em'Alive'1 employ 'em "on ir 
Service. - The” Spaniards-v pon this went 'mto their 
Villages-and Towns, - atid tound (theſe poot Tndians 
with their Wives and Children buſy at their Work, 
and in great ſecurity, believing they hadino: need t9 
fear the'Spaniards would attack?em'; yet theſe blood 
thirſty Men ' maſſacred .%em thor pity. — 
this they | went” to another” great Town; the Inha- 
bitantsof which confidingintheir Innocence thought 
themſelves in'no'greatdanger; but this whole Towit 
was deſtroy'd inlefs than” two: hours, and' the Maſ 
ſacre was fo, general, that' no Age, fior- Sex, nor 
Quality met with Pity, but 'all were pit” to the 
Sword, unleſs ſuch as fled before the arrival” of tie 
Spaniards. | 
The Indians at length finding it- impoſſible eithe? 
by their Paticriee, rheirSubmiſhens, or their Preſents 
to ſoften the erucl and'ſavage Femper of the 
niards,” wh ot their Throats without any reaſon, 
or any. ſentiment of Pity; #eſoIv%d to St to gether 
in a body, and take Arms to defend thenkeres: for 
ſeeing Death was inevitable to *em, and become a ne- - 
ceſlary Evil, they choſe rather to die with Weapons 
in their hands, thereby to ſell their Lives at as dear 
a rate as they could, and to revenge themſelves" as 
much as' poſhble on their Perſecutors, than to ſuffer 
their Throats tobe cut like Sheep without making 
any reſiſtance. They wanted effequal 'Arms, they 
were quite naked, and\'knew their Strength was 
much inferior to that of their Enemies ; they had 
no Horſes, nor did they underſtand the.uſe of *em 
in Battel: "they had 'to do with a furious and warlkke 
Enemy that gave *em no quarter, and deſign'd'no- 
thing but their Extirpation. They therefore thought 
it neceſſary to uſe Stratagems : it came into their 
heads to make Pits up wa down the ways by which 


apd Crueltie l 


the Spanjargs were to paſs, and to cover em with 4, 


Straw 
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Straw and Leaves that they"might not be. perceiv'd, 
that their Horſes might. 


fall in*em, and break their 
Necksor Legs. Some of the Spaniards were two or 
three times taken in theſe Traps, but afterwards 
took care to avoid em, and reſoly'd to caſt all the - 
Indians they could take into theſe Pits, whether 
yo, Women or Children, of what Age or Con- 

ition ſoever; they threw in Women big with 
Child, and old Men as well as others, till they had 
_ quite fil'd *em. It was a moſt lamentable ſight to 
ee ſome Women empaled together with their Chil- 
dren, and ſo expog'd to the; fury of greedy Dogs, 
and others.run through with Lances and Halberts. 
They burat one of the greateſt Lords of the Coun- 
try with a gentle Fire, and inſultingly told him *twas 
to do him the more honour, that they put him to 
death after this manner. Theſe Butcheries and Cru- 
eltics were committed for ſeven years together. 
The Reader may conjequre what miltitades of poor 
Indians were {laughter'd during fo tedious and 
| bloody a Perſecution. 

”'Tis fit to be remark'd, that the Spaniards were. 
receiv'd with great Acclamations, and with all the 
demonſtrations of a ſincere Joy in the Province of 
Cuzcatan, which is ſituate on the Sea-ſide, and ex- 
tends forty or fifty Leagues in length. In this Pro- 
*Yince is the famous City of St. Saviour 5 Cutcatan is 
the Metropolis of the Province. Theſe People ſent 
30000 Indians to the Spaniards laden with Indian 
Poultry, and all other Proviſions the Country would 
afford in great abundance. After they had receiv'd 
theſe Preſents, the Spaniſh General order'd his Men 
to chooſe as 'many Indians as each of *em defir'd for 
their Service, while they remain'd in that Province : 
Accordingly. one took a hundred, another fifty, as 
they had occaſion to carry their Baggage. Theſe 
poor Wretches {erv'd them with all the care and 
: | diligence 
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diligence hs kan Ys a "were even'ready to wor- 
ages em. Atlen e General' demanded of %em 
a great'quantity of Gold, that being the main buſi- 
neſs for which he came: they with a great deatof 
Humili nll they had? = wm ony y would readi- 
ly give him all they elently got ether 
pA Lances they had, which were Nod off 

per gilt, and which they took for pure Gold by the 
Jooks of i it, The General foon made trial of it, and 
finding what it was, wer himſelf to the Spa- 
niards in theſe terms: We muſt carry DeſtruGion with - 


us (ſays he) through all this Cary, ray bere's no 
Gold to be found : Every one of you may keep the Indians 


you bave choſen for your perpetual Slaves : r ou load 
*em with Chains, and brand *em with the nM their 


Slavery - Which was immediately done : For th 
printed the King's Arms with a hot Iron upon 
they could take. Thoſe of *em that eſcap'd, provok'd ' 
with the ill Treatment which they every where 
met, aſſembled all the Indians they could to make an 
Effort to deliver- themſelves Hom the Perſecutions 
of their Enemies by force of Arms; but their En- 
terprize was not ſucceſsful, ſo that an incredible 
number of *em was kill'd. 
After this Expedition the Spanzards return'd to 
Guatimala, where they built a City ; but God was 
pleas'd by "his juſt Judgment utterly to overthrow 
and deſtroy it. They kill'd all withont Mercy whom 
they ſuppos'd to be in a condition to incommode 
*em by their Arms, and the reſt were condemn'd to 
Slavery. They extorted from *em a Tribute of 
Boys and Girls, and ſent em into Peru to be ſold. 
The other Inhabitants of this Kingdom, which is 
100 Leagues in length, were likewiſe deſtroy'd. 
Thus one of the moſt pleaſant and fruitful Countries 
in the World was reduc'd to a melancholy Defert. 
The Governor himſelf has freely confef&'d, that this 


Was 
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not. eXce t (7 -4E Jo ; 
true; . : In this noble Country the 
Toy'd no leſs than four or five Millions of Men in 
fteen, or lixteen years, and continue every day to 
treat thoſe. that remain after the ſame manner, 

” Theſe inwhiman Creatures were wont when they 


with NES 1 ao a TIRES Ia. k d'3. | ; F "ay 9 
declar'd War againſt any.City or Province, to bring 


I 


with *em, as many of the conquer'd Indians as they 
could, to make %*em fight againſt their Country-menz 


ſometimes+they. had fifteen or twenty thouſand of 


theſe new.;SubjeQs,among *em. But becauſe they 
were not able to furniſh. *em. with all neceſſary Pro- 
viſions,. they allow'd *em to eat thoſe other Indians 
whom they took in War, ſo that in their Camp they 
d Shambles ſtor'd with human Fleſh, Infants were 
?d-in their ſight, and then broil'd and eaten ; 


Men. were flaughter?d like Beaſts, and their Legs 


and Arms dreſs'd for food ; for the Indians like-the 


taſte. of thoſe Parts better than others. The News 


of [theſe horrible PraQtices ſoon alarm'd the neigh- 
bouring. Countries, and Ald 'em with Terror and 
Conſternation. 

Many of the Indians were worn out with carrying 
the Tackle of the Spaniſh Ships, which they would 
needs have. brought from: the North to the South 
Sea, which are 130 Leagues diſtant: They made 
£m carry Anchors of a great weight all this long 
way ; they laid great Guns upon the naked Backs of 
theſe poor . Creatures, under the weight of which 


they were not able to ſtand ; ſo that the greateſt 


part of *em dy'd by the way, not being able to en- 
dure theſe Fatigues, To increaſe their Miſery, they 
divided their Families, taking Husbands from their 


Wives, and Wives from their Husbands ; their 


Daughters were taken from ?em, and given to the 


Seamen and- Souldiers to ſatisfy their Luſt, and to 


appeaſe 


rmuring.. They: gr" 
with Indians, and ſuffer'd *em to periſh" 


and Thirſt, becauſe they would: take no my to-fur- 


niſh em with Neceſlaries. But to give a particular 
account of. all their-Cruelties would require large 
Volumes, the view of which would aſtoniſh all that 
ſhould have the curioſity.to look into **m. _ 

The Spaniards had two, powerful Fleets deſtin'd 
to the ſame purpoſe of: deſtroying the poor Indians. 
How. many. Parents have: they bereav'd of their 
Children !-How, many- Children of their Parents ! 
of how many Adulteries and other infamous PraQi- 
ces-have-they-been th&Cauſes, the ARors, and Ac- 
complices.! How: many People have they inflav'd! 
What Miſeries and Calamities have they _l brought 
upon this new. World -}-.What Fountains of Tears 
have they open'd! What Rivers of Blood have they 
pour?d out !! How many Lives have they taken away 
after ſuch a/manner as-might. render *em-yet more 
miſerable in the- other World ! which is. a me 
choly- RefleRion botly-in regard. of the Indians: who 
have ſuffer'dſo-many Cruelties, and of the Spantard; | 
who have been the Authors of fo much Miſchief 'and 
Villany. 


appeaſe their - mur 
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"oF New Spain , of Panuco axd Xaliſco. 


Fter the Spaniards had committed all the fore- 
mention'd Cruelties and Maſlacres in New 
Spain, there came to Panuco another Tyrant as bar- 
barous and \unmerciful as-the former. He loaded his 
Ships with multitudes of the Natives, and carried 
'em-to-Cuba 'and Hiſpaniola, where they were- ſold 
for Slaves: ſa: thart in a little time he render'd the 
Whole Country deſtitute of. People. -Fourſcore of 
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One of the Preſident's Companions employ'd eight 
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theſe Indians (tho they have reaſonable Souls as 
well as 6ther Men ) were exchang'd for one Horſe: 
When the Preſident of the City of Mexico was made 
Governor of all New Spain, there were-alfo a great 
many- Aſſeſſors and Auditors niade, who all ruPd 


like fo many petty Tyrants, and committed un- 


parallel'd Cruelties atid Outrages in the exerciſe 
of their Offices, They aQted ſuch abominable things, 
and made the Country ſo deſolate in a very little 
time, that if the Franciſcan Monks had not oppos'd 
their Diſorders with a great deal of Courage and 
Reſolution, and had not the Royal Council by theit 
Meſſages given Orders for the preſervation of this 
Province, all New Spain had been ruin'd in leſs than 
two years, and been made as deſolate as Fſpaniola. 


thouſand Indians to make a Wall ronnd his Garden, 
but he gave *em neither Wages nor Viquals; ſo 
that they almoſt all dy'd before the Work was fi- 
niſh'd : neither the hard Labour they endur'd, nor 
their Death could make this mercileſs Man relent. 
After the former General, of whom we have 
ſpoken above, had *made an end of deſtroying and 
waſting the Province of Panuco, and was informd 
that the Royal Council would arrive in a little 
time, he advanc'd farther into the Country, hoping 
to find ſome new Province on which to exerciſe his 
wonted Rapine. He forc'd fifteen or twenty thou- 
ſand -Indians to attend him, to carry the Spaniards 
Baggage and Proviſions, which they did till they 
all died in the way-except two hundred, He came 
at length into the Province of Mechuaca, about forty 
Leagues from Mexico. The King of this Province 
very civilly came out to meet him, and was as offi- 
cious to ſerve him as could be deſir'd ; but for his 
reward was loaded with Irons, becauſe ſuppos'd to 
have a great Treaſure by him ; and the better to 
| | extort 
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extort great Sums from him, he was made to ſuffer 
a great many Torments. His Hands being tied to 
a Stake, and his Legs ſtretch'd out, they drop'd 
burning Pitch on *em, and baſted his Body with 
boiling Oil from time to time, that his Skin might 
be gradually roaſted. Over againſt him ſtood a fu- 
rious Souldier-with a Bow ſhooting Arrows into his 
Breaſt : Another let looſe hungry Dogs to bite and 
tear him in every part ;z all theſe Tortures were to 
make him confeſs where he had hid his Gold : And 
theſe Cruelties would have been continued longer 
if a Franciſcan Frier had not happen'd to come and 
reſcue him out of their hands ; however he could 
not ſave his Life, for he expir'd ſoon after, Many 
Caciques and great Men of this Province were put to 
death after this manner, to make *em conteſs where 
they had hid their Gold and Silver. «© 
About this time there arriv'd another Perſon in 
this Country, who was more greedy of Money, than 
ſ{olicitous about the Salvation of the poor Indians. 
He happen'd to find ſome of their Idols which they 
had hid, (for the Spaniards would very ſeldom give 
themſelves the trouble to inform theſe Idolaters of 
the True God) Upon this he impriſon'd the moſt 
conſiderable Perſons in the Nation, till they ſhould 
diſcover to him where they had put their Idols, be- 
cauſe he ſuppos'd theirs were made either of Gold 
or Silver ; but he faiFd in his Expectation : however 
to mend the matter, he impos'd great Sums on the 
. Indians, which they were to pay for the redemption 
of their Idols, that they might worſhip em after 
their wonted manner. "Theſe are the Improvements 
the Spaniards have been making in the Weſt-Indies, 
and this is their Zeal for the Glory of God and Re- 
ligion. 
After this Tyrant had run through the whole 
Province of Mechuaca, and pillaged it, he came to 
3 = - Xaliſquo, 
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Xaliſquo,-a Country very populous and fruitful, and 
' the moſtsfamous in all America; there are Towns 
in.it of, ſeven Leagues'in length. Theſe Indians, as 
the others had done before, came.;our. to meet him 
with great expreſſions of Joy y 3 but he ſoon left up- 
on em the marks of his Cruelty, which he had cul- 
tivated by long Experience. The noble Preſents | 
made this Tiger could not mollify him. His defign 
was ito heap together a great quantity 'of Gold, this 
was the. only Idol he ador'd; and all means were in- | 
different to him, fo he could but attain his end. 
He fet fire to all the Cities through which he paſs'd, 
and deſtroy*d *em to the very Foundation. He kept 
thoſe of the higheſt Dignity priſoners, after he had 
inflicted divers kinds of Torments on 'em. "The 
Spaniards loaded all the Indians they could take here 
with Chainss which was a great number. - The Soul- 
diers made Women big with Child carry their Bag- 
gage, till they fainted and ſunk under their Burdens 
with hunger and wearineſs. Others not able to 
carry both the heavy Burdens they gave *em, and 
their Children too, were forc'd to leave theſe by the 
way, by which means a prodigious number of Chil- 
dren periſf*d. 

A Spaniard attempting to raviſh a Virgia in the 
- preſence-of her Mother, the Mother did what fhe 
 FRVR could to hinder him; upon which, to prevent her 
Mt from farther oppoſing his brutiſh deſi gn, he drew 
14008 his Sword and cut off her Arms, and afterwards 
kilPd her Daughter becauſe ſhe would by no means 
conſent to his filthy Deſires, but reſiſted him with 
a virtuous tion and Courage to her laſt 
breath. 

Four thouſand and five hundred of theſe poor 11- 
dians were branded with a hot-Iron by the Spaniards, 
who mark'd *em thus for Slaves, tho they were 
born free and independent, The very Children, 
as 
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_ «s well as thaſkp that were grown to maturity, ſuffer'd 
this-Puniſhmeat agd;Infamy: They pretended they 
had . right to make a great. number of *em Slaves 
to defray the Charge. of their- long Travels ; and 
that they might lawfully make theſe Poor Creatures 
endure all forts of Torments, to force 'em to'de- 
clare where they had hid their Gold : Some of *em 
they burnt, others were torn in pieces by hungry 
Dogs; they cut of the Feet, Hands, Arms, Tongues, 
and ſometimes the Heads of others, to terrify the 
reſt by theſe ſad Spectacles, that they might oblige 
*em:the more ealily to ſubmit to Slavery, or to ſhew 
*'em the places.where they had ſecur'd their Trea- 
ſurs® And all theſe things were aqed with the 
knowledg and conſent of the Governor, who would 
ſometimes order more Blows to be given *em, when 
they were beat or whip'd, to compleat their Mi- 
ery 

Fourſcore Towns and Villages at leaſt were burnf 
in the Kingdom of Xaliſco : Which tragical fight 
together with all the various Cruelries they {ſuffer 'd 
every day, fo provok'd the Indians, that they arm'd. 
themſelves and tell upon the Spanzards, and killd - 
ſome of *em : after which Expedition they fled up 
into the Mountains, but at length-were maſſacred iq 
this place of Refuge by other Spaniards who made 
Excurſions through theſe Provinces to lay-*em waſte. 
. They pur all of *em to the Sword who made any 
offer to defend themſelves, ſo that this place became 
a horrible ſcene of Rlpod : And there is ſcarce any 
Remnant of this once numerous People left. The 
Spaniards were certainly blinded, harden'd and aban= 
dor'd by the Almighty, that they made no Refle&ion 
on the Laws of God or Men, which all forbid The 
exerciſe of ſuch Violence as they have been guilty 
of in Americas, They had no juſt occaſion given*em 
to, driye the Inhabitants of thoſe, Provinces Tom 
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their Native Country by force of: Arms, and ta 
maſlacre 'em ſo barbarouſly : they did not conſider 
how unjuſt and criminal theſe Outrages were, and 
how contrary it was to all the Laws of Nations, for 
them to treat thoſe who had never injur'd *em with 
fo' much Cruelty. They pretend the Wars they 
have made againſt theſe People are juſt and lawful ; 
that God hath left 'em to their Mercy, and that 
they have right to make ſuch Conquelits as theſe, 
and to deſtroy all theſe Nations : So that it ſeems 
they would fain make God himſelf Partner with %m 
in their Tyranny and Wickedneſs ; and one may 
well apply the words of the Prophet Zechariab to 


a L A c - 
*% F - is, 
- , 4 - 4 
4 £ 
, 
: 


'em: Feed the flock of the ſlaughter whoſe Poſſeſſors 


ay them, and bold themſelves not guilty : and they that 
ſell them- ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord, for I am rich; and 
their own Shepberds pity them not. Chap. 11. 4, 5. 
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Of the Kyngdom of Yucatan. 
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| Very profligate Perſon who had neither Ho- 
| nour nor Conſcience, was made Governor of 
the Kingdom of Tucatan in the year 1526 ; which 
Dignity he procur*d by his Lies and Artifices, and 
the falſe accounts of Matters which he ſent to the 
King of Spain. A method which other Tyrants 
hare hitherto likewiſe follow'd to obtain places of 
Truſt : For under the umbrage of the Title of Go- 
vernor, which ſeems to give ſome Dignity and Au- 
thority to all they do, they take the liberty to ex- 
ercile their Robberies and Violences with Impunity, 
The Kingdom of Tucatan contain'd a prodigious - 


 nuinber of People ; the Air of this Country is very 


;temperate :and pleaſant : it has great plenty of 
Fruits, and all the Neceſlaries of Life ; it exceeds 
Mexico 


and Craelties in the Weſt-Indies. i 

Mexico it ſelf in Fertility : . There is more Wax and * 
Honey found in this than in any other part of America 
that has been yet diſcover?d.. T his Kingdom ts 300 
Leagues in compaſs. The Inhabitants of it are more 
polite, more civiliz'd,and better diſciplin'd in Morals, 
and in what belongs to the good order of Societies, 
than the reſt of the Indzans. There 1s a remarkable 
Prudence and-Juſtneſs of Mind in them, which is'not 
to be found in others: Theſe natural Endowments 
without doubt ought to have encouraged Chriſtians 
to take the pains to inſtraq 'em in the knowledg of 
the true God; and they ſeem'd to have no ſmall 
diſpoſition to receive the Maxims of the Catholick 
Religion. The Spaniards might have byilt great and 
flouriſhing Cities in ſo pleaſant and commaodions a 
Country, where they might have liv*d in the midit 
of Pleaſure and Plenty, as it were in another Earth- 

ly Paradiſe : but their Stupidity, their Avarice, and 
the enormous Crimes they have committed in Amert- 
ca have render'd *em unworthy of theſe Advantages. 
They attack*d theſe poor Indians, who liv'd in pro- 
found Peace and Security, with the utmoſt Violence 
of a cruel War, and maſlacred a prodigious num- 
ber of em, tho the number of the Spaniards was 
but three hundred. This Country: produces no 
Gold ; if the Spaniards could have found any Mines 
there, they would have condemn'd the Indians 'to 
*em, who muſt have periſt'd with Hunger and Hard- 
| ſhip. Theſe covetous Wretches eſteem'd Gold 
'more than Souls, which were purchas'd by the Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt; they made Slaves of thoſe whom 
they ſav'd alive, and fill'd the Ships they had brought 
to the Coaſts of this Kingdom with %em, and fo ex- 
chang'd *em for Wine, Oil, Vinegar, falt Pork, 
Horſes, and all other Neceſlaries. They would give 
fifty or a hundred of the handſomeſt young Girls 
for a meaſure of Wine, Oil or Vinegar, and would 
E 3 {ell 
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54 A Relationof the Spaniſh Voyages 
ſell a hundred'or two of luity well-made young Men 
at the ſame rate. They ſwop'd a Prince's Son for 
a Cheeſe, and a hundred Perſons of Eminency for a 
Horſe. They continued in this Country till they 
heard of the- Riches of Pery, the News of which 
made em leave it immediately, and thus their Per- 


ſecutions ended in the Kingdom of Yucatan. - How- 
ever, beſore they went they committed all the Ex- 


ceſſes and Diſorders that can be. imagin'd againſt 


both God and Men: ſo that thoſe three hundred 


Leagues of one of the fineſt Conntries in the World, 


that was very rich and full of People before their 
arriyal, were in a little time reduc'd to a vaſt 
Deſert. | ; 

Tis not eaſy to believe the Account of all the 
villanous Actions they committed in this Kingdom: 
I'll recite but two-'or three particular Fats. They. 
had prepar'd herce Dogs which they kept hungry 
to go a hunting after the poor Indians ; as they were 
hunting they lighted on a Woman that was ſick, 
who not being in a condition to fly te ayoid being 
devour'd of the. Dogs, hang'd her ſelf, after ſhe had 
hang'd a Child ſhe had with her of a year old ; the 
Dogs preſently came to her, and began to devour 
her : but a certain Frier that was happily there 
perceiving the Child not to be yet quite dead, bap- 
tiz'd it: | 4 

_ When they quitted this Kingdom, they invited 
the Son of one of the, Princes. of the Country to 
accompany ?em, who ſhew?d a great unwillingneſs to 
abandon his Country to follow 'em, on which they 
threatged to: cut him in quarters if he did not con- 
Jent .t6 their deſire. The Child ſtill perſiſting in 
the ſame mind. one of the Spaniards drew his Sword 
and cut. off both his Ears : This ill Treatment how- 
ever could not make him alter his purpoſe, upon 
Which this Brute cut off his: Noſe and Lips, and 
| | lavgh'd 
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and Craelties in the Weſt-Indies. 55 
laugh'd while he was committing this barbarous 
Action. -/ | . 
Another} brag'd that he had- got many Indian 
Women with Child, that he might fell *em for the 
more Money. Some of the Spaniards have been ſo in- 
human as to give Infants to their Hounds when they 
were hungry : they would take theſe poor Babes by 
the 'two Legs, and violently tear %em aſander into 


two: pieces, and then feed their Dogs with em. _ 


They were left of God to ſuch a reprobate mind, 
that they made no more account of human Crea- 
tares, that were ranſom'd by the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, than of Beaſts. 

[| paſs over an infinite number of other unheard 
of Cruelties, which ſurpaſs all lmagination. When 
theſe covetous and ambitious Tyrants left the King- 
dom of Yucatan to- go in ſearch after the greater 
Riches of Peru, four Franciſcan Friers came thither 
to comfort theſe miſerable People, and to endeavour 
by. their preaching to bring thoſe that had eſcap*d 
the fury of the Spaniards to the knowledg of the true 
God. The fame Friers were very earneſtly ſoli- 
cited by many other Indians to come into their 
Country likewiſe to teach *em the Maxims of their 
Religion. They aſſembled 'in great companies to 
inform themſelves what ſort of Men theſe Religious 
Perſons were, who call'd one another Father and 
Brothcy,to inquire into their true deſigns, and to know 
- wherein they differ'd from other Spaniards, who 
had exercis'd ſo much Cruelty over all the Weſft- 
Indies. They were willing to entertain?em on cohi- 
dition they would come alone to inſtruct 'em,” with- 
out any other Spaniards to attend 'em ;z which the 
Friers promis'd very reacily, aſſuring 'em they would 
not offer 'em the leaſt Injury. The Governor of 
New Spain likewiſe now order'd 'em to promiſe the 
Indians, that they ſhould be treated more Kindly 
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56 MA Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
for the time to-come, and ſhould find no farther oc- 
cahion to complain of - the Spaniards Severity. Thus 
theſe Religious Men began to preach the Goſpel of 
Chriſt with a great deal of Zeal, and inform'd theſe 
People moreover of the good Intentions of - the King 
of Spain towards 'em ; ſo that in about forty days 
time, they brought all their Idols to throw %em 1n 
the fire ; they as readily brought their Children, 
whom they bring up with a great deal of tenderneſs 
and fondneſs, to be inſtructed; and built both Houſes 
and Churches for theſe Friers with all the AﬀeCtion 
and Forwardneſfs imaginable. All the ſeveral Pro- 
vinces ſtrove with great Emulation for their Com- 
pany, their Zeal was ſo great for the new Religion 
they preach'd to *em. So that what the Governors 
conld never obtain of the Indians in many years, 
theſe Friers accompliſh'd in a very little time : for 
the Princes and Great Men of theſe Provinces, at 
the head of their People in a General Aſſembly, 
voluntarily ſubmitted to the Government of the 
King of Spain, whom they acknowledg'd for their 
Soveraigr, and put themſelves under his ProteQtion ; 
as may be ſeen by the account theſe Friers ſent into 
Spain 11gn'd with their own hands. 

Theſe pious Men were tranſported with Joy to 
find a Goor open'd to *em to preach the Goſpel in 
theſe vaſt Provinces, to thoſe that had eſcap*d the 


- Barbarity of the ſeveral Governors, who had maſla- 


cred ſuch prodigious numbers. About this time 
there came into theſe parts eighteen Spaniſh Troo- 
pers with twelve foot Souldiers, who brought with 
them abundance of Indian Idols which they had 
taken opt of other Provinces; the Commander of 
theſe Souldiers ſent for one of the principal Chiefs of 
the Nation, and commanded him to take theſe Idols 
and diſtribute ?em throughout the Country, and to 
bring him Indian Men and Women in exchange for 

'em, 
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and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies, 57 

*em, threatning him with a ſevere War if. he re- 
fugd to obey him. This Prince was fo terrified 
with theſe Menaces, ,that he carried away all theſe 
Idols, and diſpos'd 'em in the ſeveral Cities of his 
Province, requiring the People in the name of this 
Spaniſh Captain to worſhip theſe falſe Gods, and to 
render 'em all the Honour and Service they were 
formerly wont to do. To recompenſe this Action 
they gave him liberty to make as many Slaves as he 
pleas'd. The Indians, frighted with the threatnings 
that were made*em,deliver'd up their own Children ; 
he that had two gave one, and he that had three 
gave two. This was the Event of this impious 
Traffick, the Cacyque being forced to obey the Or- 
ders of the Spaniſh Captain. One of theſe ungodly 
Wretches, whoſe name was Jobn Garcia, being taken 
dangerouſly fick, and ready to expire, bethought 
himſelf that he had a conſiderable number of theſe 
Idols under his Bed ; and therefore order'd an In- 
dian Woman that he kept to ſell *em, . telling her ſhe 
might make 4 good market of 'em, the matter of 
which being very valuable, he told her every Image 
was at leaſt fairly worth an Indian in exchange. 
This was the Spaniards laſt Will and Teſtament, 


I k 


and theſe were the marks he gave of the pious diſ- 
poſition of his Mind, and in the midſt of ſuch Cares 
as theſe he gave up the Ghoſt. By this Story it may 
eaſily be conjectur'd what good Examples the Spa- 
 miards ſet before the Indians, and what progreſs the 

Catholick Religion is likely to make among theſe 
People ; who being Eye-witneſles of ſuch Actions as 
theſe, eaſily perceive that the Europeans have: ſo 
little ſentiment of Religion, that they don't much 
care whether poor Infidels be reduc'd to pay the true 
God that Worſhip and Honour they owe him, or 
not. It can hardly be faid that Jeroboam's Crime, 
who caus'd two Golden Calves to be caſt, and ob- 
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paniſh Voyages 
lig'd his Subjeas to ip *em, is more hainous 
than that of the Spaniards, who drive ſuch an abo- 
minable trade with Idols, and occaſion fo much 
ſcandal by this ſhameful kind' of Traffick, This is 
the manner of their Condu& and Behaviour in the 
new World. They facrifice' every thing to their 
deteſtable Avarice, and fell Chriſt ſeſus himſelf for 
Gold. They are every day. renouncing him, and 
diſhonouring his Religion by the many infamons 
Crimes of which they are guilty. | 

The Indians ſeeing the Spaniards ſtill continue to 
ruin their Country, notwithſtanding all the expreſs 
Promiſes the Friers had made *em that they would 
abſtain for the future from their wonted Robberies ; 
and that inſtead of mending their own Lives, they 
brought Idols even from other Countries to expoſe 
to ſale among them, who had voluntarily refign'd 


their own to the Friers to be committed to the 


Flames, being reſolv'd to worſhip but one God in 
their Country for time to come : Seeing all this 
(I ſay) they were extremely enrag*d at the Spa- 
nards, andnoleſs provokd againſt the Friers, whom 
they accoſted after this manner. Why ( ſay they) 
bave you deceiy'd us thus by your falſe Promiſes ? Did 
not you aſſure us the Spaniards ſhould no more imvade 
and oppreſs us? Why have you burnt our Gods, to bring 
us ſtrange Gods out of other Countries ? Are theſe better 
or mightier than our own 2 The poor Friers endeavor'd 
to appeaſe ?em as well as they could, tho they ſcarce 


knew how to anſwer their Complaints, having no 


good Reaſons to offer to excnſe the matter. How- 
ever they applied themſelves to the Spaniards, re- 


*-proacl'd %em for having ſo exceedingly ſcandaliz?'d 


the Indians, and conjur'd 'em to leave the Country, 
which they abſolutely refus'd to do ; and which was 
ſill more vile and unworthy, they perſwaded the 
Inz;ans that they had nor come into their Country 

- + bates | but 
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but at the requeſt of theſe Friers: Which pretence 
had the ſucceſs they delired ; for the Indians giving 
credit to theſe Stories, reſolv'd to: kill - the. poor 
Friersz but ſome. of *em giving *em notice of the 
Deſign, they made their.cſcape in the.night. After 
they were gone, the Indians perceiv*'d they were im- 
pos'd on, and receiy'd full information of- the Malice 
of the Spaniards, and the baſe trick they had play'd 
em, and therefore diſpatcl'd a Mellage to the Friers 
to entreat 'em.to return, and forgive the fault they 
had commitred, aſſuring 'em they heartily repented 
of their Ingratirude. _-.. \\. 
Theſe pious Men that were devoted to the Ser- 
vice of God, and animated with an ardent Zealfor 
the Salvation, of Souls, confiding in the Proteſta- 
tions of the Indians, return'd to *em according to 
their requeſt, and were receiv'd as if they had been 
Angels come down from Hegven : they continued 
three or four Months among 'em, receiving abun- 
dance of reſpe& and kindneſs from *em. The Spa- 
niards, who ſtill refus'd to quit the Country, tho 
the Vice-roy had exprelly order'd *tm:ſoto.do, and 
had us'd all his Authority to oblige 'em to it, were 
declar'd Rebels and Traitors; however this did nor 
hinder *'em from continuing their Ravine and Inſo- 
lence. And tho the Friers were ſatisfied they would 
not always eſcape with Impunity, yet they fear'd it 
might be a long, time before they receiv'd their De- 
{erts; and conlidering moreover that the continual 
Inſults they made on the Indians, depriv'd them of 
the liberty of preaching to 'em, upon the whole 
they thought meet to reſolve to leave this Kingdom, 
which was. depriv'd of the light of the Goſpel by 
the Malice of the Spanzards- and thus theſe poor 
Indians who manifeſted ſuch good Inclinations to- 
ward Chriſtianity, were abandon'd to their former 
Darkneſs and Idolatry, in which they continue-to 
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this day, while thoſe 
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Go A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages | 

profl gate Wretches ſtill lay 
the ſame Obſtacles in the way of their Converſion. 
When theſe Friers were conſtrain'd to retire out of 
the Country, the Indians began to'imbrace the Chriſ- 
tian Religion with a great deal of Zeal and Fervor ; 
but being unhappily depriv*d of all means of In- 
ſtru&ion, they wither'd like tender Plants, for want 


of Water. 


Of the Province of St. Martha. 


HE Province of St. Martha was famous for the 
rich Golden Mines that are near it, and for 
the fruitfulneſs of its Soil. The People are nume- 
rous, and very skilful in getting Gold out of the 
Mines, which eaſily engag'd the Spaniards to go thi- 
ther, and that in great numbers ; they made conti- 
nual Excurſions over all this fine Country to ravage 
and ſpoil it; they maſſacred vaſt numbers of the 
Inhabitants, took away all their Gold, and filPd their 
Ships, which ſerv?d *em for Magazines,with the Booty. 
They ſoon laid waſte this flouriſhing Province by 
the Robberies and Villanies they committed : they 
did the greateſt miſchief upon the Sea-coaſts, bur 
they ſoon after pierc'd higher up into the Country, 
where they endeavour'd to make a Settlement. The |, 
Country being rich and fertile, divers Spaniſh Cap- 
tains ſucceſſively invaded it with their Troops, and 
the laſt was ſtill more cruel and inhuman than his 
Predeceſlor. They ſeem?d ambitious to outvie one 
another in the Enormity of their Crimes and Villa- 
mes. In the year 1520, a Spaniſh General attended 
with a great many Souldiers enter*d into this Pro- 
vince with a reſolution of ruining it entirely. He 
continued there tor ſeven years together, and carried 
| away | 


and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies, Gr 
away an immenſe Treaſure with him ; at laſt he 
was condemn'd to be baniſh'd, and dyed in his 
Exile without ſhewing the leaſt token of Repen- 
tance. Thoſe who ſucceeded him went on to maſ- 
ſacre thoſe Indians that he and other Tyrants had 
ſpared 3 they made both the common People, and 
the Nobility of this Province ſuffer moſt horrible 
Torments, to oblige *em by the violence of their 
pain to diſcover their Gold : they laid this Coun- 
try: waſte for above 40 Leagues, not leaving one 
ſoul alive ; tho this Province was well ſtock'd with 
Inhabitants before their arrival. 

To give a particular Relation of al! the Extrava- 
gances, Maſſacres and Deſolations, of all the Impie- 
ties and Villanies committed by the Spanzards in this 
Province againſt God, againſt the King, and againſt 
the innocent Indians, would require a large Hiſto- 
ry: I muſt therefore content my ſelf to paſs over 
many Circumſtances after a curſory manner. The 
Biſhop of this Province, writing to .the King of 
Spain in the year 1541, among other things thus 
expreſles himſelf : Great Str, To redreſs the Grievances 
of this Province, it ought to be deliver'd from the Ty- 
ranny of thoſe that ravage it, and committed to the 


Care of Perſons of Integrity, who will treat the Inhba- 
bitants with more kindneſs and bumanity ;, for if it be 


left to the mercy of the Governours, who commit all ſorts 
of Outrages with 1unpunity, *twill be deſtroy'd in a very 
little time. The ſame Biſhop farther adds in his Let- 
ter : The ill CondudF of the Governours may well engage 
your Majeſty to deprive *em abſolutely of their Places, 
to relieve theſe Provinces and if this courſe be not 
taken, the diſeaſe will be incurable. T am neceſſitated 


to let your Majeſty know, that the Spaniards who 
come into this New World, live here rather like Devils, 


than Chriſtians ;, they neither ſerve God nor the King ;, © 
they violate all the Laws of God and Men with Impuni- 


ty. 
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62 MA Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
ty. Nothing can be a greater bindrance to the Conver/3+ 
on of the Indians, than the ill Treatment and Perſecu- 
$100 they make 'em ſuffer continually. Theſe People na- 
. turally love peace and quietneſs;. but the barbarous uſage 
they -meet with from the Spaniards, mſpires 'em with borroy 
and indignation againſt alk Chriſtians, whom they there- 
fore call in their Language Yares, that is to ſay, Devils, 
Nor is it without reaſon that they appear ſo- odious and 
abominable to theſe poor Creatures, ſince the AfFions 
they ſee *em commit, are more like thoſe of Devils, than 
of reaſonable Creatures, or Chriſtians. For while the 
Indians ſee the Officers as well as Sculdiers commit ſuch - 
deteſtable Crimes ;, they believe the Laws of Chriſtianity 
authorize theſe inhuman Attions, and that neither our 
God nor our King forbids *em. *Tis to no purpoſe to 
pretend to- undecerve *em, and remove theſe: Prejudices, 
as the Caſe ſtands ;, *tis but only to expoſe" the Laws aud 
"8 Religion of Chriſt the more to the Contempt of 'theſe 1do- 
= laters. The Indians now begin to defend themfelves from 
- ' the Spaniards by force of Arms; and chooſe rathey ta 
15" periſh together at once than to ſuffer a thouſand deaths by 
Wt | the Cruelty of theſe unmerciful Men. Your Majeſty bas 
more Servants m this New World than you imagine ; 
for there are none who bear Afms in theſe vaſt Coun- 
tries, and. make it their buſaneſs to plunder, kill, aud 
burn, but give out that they are employ'd here in your 
Majeſty's buſaneſs, and endeavour to perſwade the World 
that "tis by your 2Aajeſty's Order, and for your IntereFF, 
that they do all this Miſchief to the Indians : tho the 
Truth is, they uſe 'em after this violent manner, only 
to enrich themſelves by plundering *em of all they bave. 
It ſeems abſolutely neceſſary for your Majeſty to ſtop the 
Courſe of theſe Robbers by ſome Exemplary Puniſhment ; 
* and that your Majeſty declare you will have none of 
101.408 their Services, who ſo highly diſhonour God and Religion. 
BER ; . Thus far the. Letter which: the Biſhop of St: ar- 
MUS ' - tha wrote to his Catholick Majeſty : By which it 
| | | may 
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may be canjeQar'd how the ' Spaniards have abus'd 
the poor Indians. They in derifion and ſcorn call 
thoſe .the. Warlike Indians, that fly into the Moun- 
tains to ſave their Lives. © And when they force 
theſe miſerable People, to travel in rough and dit- 
cult ways, {weating under the great Burdens 
they oblige *em to carry, not content with having 
overloaded *em, + they aggravate their miſery by 
beating ?*em unmercifully, and bruiſing their Fa- 
ces with the pommels of their Swords, till the poor 
Wretches driven. to deſpair with all this Op- 
preſſion, often cry out, 1 can bold out no longer ;, kill 
me outright ;, put an end tomy Miſeries by a ſpeedy 
Death. And many deep fighs accompany theſe 
Expreſſions, which ſometimes they are ſcarce able 
to utter, their Strength is ſo exhauſted with their 
Toil, their Wearineſs, and the unmerciful Blows 


which they give'em, without any regard to their 
other Miſeries. 


—_ 
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Of the Province of Carthagena. 


HIS Province is ſitnate about 50 Leagues diC- 

tance from that of St. Martha Weſtward, and 
borders on the Country of Cenz ; it ſtretches along 
the Sea-ſhore as far as the Gulf of Yoaba, the ſpace 
of a hundred Leagues ; and 1s ſtill larger on the 
South-ſide. All this Country from the year 1498. 
to this time hath ſufter'd great Perſecntions from 
the Spaniards, who have exerciſed a World of 
violence, and made a great many Maſlacres here, 
till they have made all this Country as deſolate as 
that of St. Martha. But I begin to be weary of men- 
tioning ſo often the Barbarity and Impiety the Spa- 
niards have diſcovered in America. f 
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Of the Pearl-Coaſt, and the Tfand of Tri- 
. nidado. 


"THE Spaniards have made horrible Ravage and 

Spoil from the Coaſt of Paria quite to the 
Gulf of Yenecuela, which is the ſpace of above 
200 Leagues; and after having committed their 
wonted Robberies, have taken as many Indians as 
they could, and either ſold *em, or made Slaves of 
*em themſelves, contrary to the promiſes often made 
 *em, that they would treat 'em as their Friends, 
and as a free People ; which Proteſtations they ne- 
ver took care to obſerve. And tho theſe poor People 
did *em all the | ny Offices they could, and were 
very ready to ſerve %em on all occaſions; tho they 


liberally gave 'em all they had to ſubſiſt on them- 
ſelves; yet 'tis not to be expreſg?d with what Inju- 


ries and Miſchiefs the Spaniards requited all this kind- 
neſs. I purpoſely omit a great many Diſorders which 
they committed along this Coaſt, being willing to 
inſiſt only on thoſe matters that are moſt remarka- 
ble. 

The Iſle of Trinidado is larger and more fruitful 
than that of. Sicsly, it 1s join'd to the Continent on 
that ſide where it touches Paria ; the Inhabitants 
are a very honeſt ſort of People, teachable enough, 
and well inclin'd to Virtue. A Spaniſh Captain, ac- 
companied with 60 Cut-throats like himſelf, invad- 
ed this Country in the year 1510, and immediate- 
ly commanded the Indians to come to him, pretend- 
ing he was come to live peaceably with them in 
the Iſland; who receiv'd him and his Company 
with as great Teſtimonies of kindneſs, as if they 
had been their own Children, The chief men ws 

tne 


. 


<_ | + 2B 2 2 C4 7 ” 4 be v F 4 "a | 
” } _” - % 


and Cratlties bs the Weſt-Tndies. 8g 
the Country as well as the common People all wait- 
edon ?em with abundance of alacrity andjoy ; they 
every day brought 'em a quantity of Proviſions ſufh- 
cient for a much greater number of men: For the 
Indians are very much given to hoſpitality, and rea- 
dily ſupply Strangers with all the Neceſſaries they 
have. In a little time the Spaniards would needs 
make 'em build a vaſt houſe, that all the Indians 
might lodg together in the ſame place ; they usgd 
this Artifice to catch %tm in the ſnare they were 
preparing for *em. When the work was carried 
up about the height of two men, they inclos'd a 
great many Indians within, that the work might be 
the ſooner finiſh'd, as they pretended ; but the de- 
lign was to hinder any Communication betweert 
them that were within and thoſe that were with- 
ont : part of the Souldiers kept the. doors of the 
houſe with their Weapons in their hands to prevent 
any from going out ; another part went in among 
'em with their naked Swords, threatning-to cut 
their Throats, if they made any ſtir or diſturbance z 
and ſo bound *em all like ſo many Sheep. | If any 
one attempted to make his eſcape, they immediately 
cut him in pieces 3 however divers of 'em eſcaped, 
ſome whole and others wounded, who joining with 
thoſe that had not yet been ſhut up in this fatal 
Houſe, and arming themſelves with Bows and At- 
rows to the number of 200, retir?d into another 
Houſe, where they thought themſelves ſecure, if 
they could” defend the door againſt the. Spaniards 1 
but theſe ſet it on fire on the other ſide, and cruel- 
ly deſtroy'd theſe poor Creatures. After this bat= 
barous Expedition they retreated itito the Iſland of 
St. Fohn with about 180 Prifotters, who had ſuffer'd 
themſelves to be bottnd ; where chey ſold half of *en 
and the reſt in Hrſpaniolt. When I ſeverely reprov'd 
this Captain' for his perfidiouſneſs and as x 
4 F atiſ> 
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{atished himſelf with making me this anſwer : Don't 
you trouble your ſelf about theſe matters ;, they that ſent 
me gave. me Orders to at after this manner, and to 
take all thoſe by force that I could n9t bring away under 
the ſhadow and pretence of Peace. The Spaniards were 
guilty of a world of ſuch baſe Attions, in ſeizing 
theſe Indians contrary to their promiſes that they 
would treat *em like Friends. 
Let any one now make reflection on the Conduct 
of the Spaniards, and ſee if they have any appea- 
rance of right to reduce the Inhabitants of America, 
as they do, to ſuch a miſerable ſtate of bondage. It 
was reſolv'd among the Dominican Friers to ſend 
ſome of their Order, to diſplay the Light of the 
Goſpel among the Indians that liv'd in the groſs dark- 
neſs of Idolatry, and were out of the way of Sal- 
yation : They firſt ſent one that was-a Licentiate in 
Divinity, of great reputation for-his Piety and Vir- 
tuve, who took with him a Lay-brother: they both 
went through this Country to ſeek a commodious - 
place for the building of a Monaſtry ; and conferr'd 
with ſome of the Inhabitants what meaſures to take 
to ſucceed inthis deſign. When the other Friers were 
arriv'd, the Indians receiv'd *em as if they had been 
Meſſengers ſent from Heaven; they manifeſted abun- 
dance of affection to *em, heard what they ſaid 
with great attention, as far as they were capable of 
underſtanding them; for theſe religious Perſons 
not being. yet ſufficiently acquainted with their 
Language,” were conſtrain'd to make uſe of ſigns to 
expreſs their meaning. 
| No ſooner was the Ship that brought the Friers 
gone off, but there. came another full of Souldiers, 
who made uſe of Treachery and Artifice, according 
to their wicked Cuſtom,to ſerze the Prince of this Na- 
tion, unknown to the Friers. This Prince's name was 
Alfonſo, which was given him either by the a or 
| OMe 
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ſome other Spaniards y for theſe Indians take upon 'em 
Chriſtian Names with a great deal of Joy ; and before 
they areinſtructed in our Myſteries, very eagerly'de- 
ire to be baptized. This Prince Alfonſo, together with 
his Princeſs,not aware of theArtifices of the Spaniards, 
and the deceitful trick they had reſolv'd to play 'em, 
were periwaded to go on board one of their Ships; 
and many other Indians did the like, being all made 
to believe there was a great Fealt prepar? to for'em 3 
and they needed the leſs. importunity to entice *em 
into the Ship, becauſe they ſuppos*d the Friers, in 
whom they put abundance of Confidence, had Inte- 
reſt and Authority enough among the Soldiers to ſe- 
cure %em from all manner of danger : otherwiſe 
they would not have ſo eaſily truſted themſelves iry 
the hands of the Spaniards, The very moment they 
enter'dthe Veſlel, theſe perfidious Men ſet fail, and 
carried *em to Hiſpaniola, where they ſold *em for 
Slaves. All the Country was alarn'd at the fad 
tidings that the Spaniards had carried away their 
Prince and Princeſs; and came in Crowds, to ſeek 
the Friers, who narrowly eſcap'd being; kilPd by *em. 
Theſe good men were extreamly, griev'd -t the 
treachery us'd with theſe poor People 3. and would 
rather have died than ſuffer'd theſe Outrages to 
be on all occaſions committed againſt *em, if they 
could have prevented *em, becauſe theſe were the 
great obſtacles that hinder*d *em from embracing the 
Catholick Religion. However, the Indians were ap- 
peas'd by the promiſes the Friers made 'em,, that 
they would write by the firſt Veſſel that ſhould 
go to Hiſpaniola, to procure their Prince and Prin- 
ceſs to be ſent back. Accordingly a. Veſlel being 
in a little time prepar'd for this Voyage, they 
made uſe of the 7 to write to Hiſpaniola, 
to engage theſe Robbers to reſtore their Prey, which - 
they obſtinately refugd to do; the Goreraouny, of 
F 2 «lac 
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68 _Þ4 Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
that Iftand having had a ſhare in the Booty.. Theſe 
good Friers who had given their word to the Indians, 
that their Prince Alfonſo and his Princeſs ſhould be 
reſtor'd to em in four months, ſeeing twice four 
Month$elaps'd without any hope. of their return, 
were oblig'd to prepare for death ; there was now 
noway to avoid ſhedding their blood, for the Glory 
of Chriſt,, and in gd: a, which Sacrifice they 
auy 


—_ 


had offer in the r diſpoſition of their Minds 
to ſuffer before they came from Spain- In ſhort, 
they were maſſacred by the Indians, who believed 
they were Accomplices of the foremention'd Trea- 
chery ; and thought their ſuſpicion well founded, 
becauſe the Friers had promis'd to redreſs their 
Grievance in four months time 3 and yet they ſaw 
theſe promiſes. produc'd no effect: © Beſides, . theſe 
Barbarians make no great difference between; thoſe 
religious Mem that go to the Indies only to inſtru 
and preach to?em, and the Spaniſh Souldiers who 
20 thither only to enrich themſelves by robbing em. 
However, theſe good Fathers were unjuſtly put to 
death; and'one may without ſcruple place *em in 
the Order of Martyrs, and conclude they are now 
enjoying Godin the glory of Heaven. They obe- 
diently refigg'd themſelves to go into America ac- 
cording to the direction of their Superiours, and 
had no other intention in their Voyage, but that of 
preaching the Chriſtian Faith to- theſe Idolaters, 
and of putting 'em in the way of-Salvation, with a 
reſolution to ſuffer any hardſhips, or even death it 
ſelf, in the proſecution of ſo pious a Deſign. 

The cruel Treatment the Indians met with from 
the Spaniards. occaſioned *em. likewiſe to. kill two 
Dominican Friers about the ſame time. There was - 
in theſe Provinces, near the Gulf of Codera, a City, 
the Prince of which was nan'd Higuerote ; who was 
raturally of a ſweet and amicable temper, and his 
Subjects 
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Subjeds civil and complat{ant :*v 
came firſt aſhore in Entera the | 
ed *em with abundance of Kindneſs; they ſupplied 
'em with Proviſions and Stores in great plenty ; 
and omitted nothing they were capable-of doing 
to refreſh and recruit *em after the fatigues and 
troubles of their Voyage. This Prince had fav'd 
the lives of a great manyE o had ex- 
ercis'd their Cruelty and «Of ther Pro- 
vinces, when they came to his Coaſts ft dead with 
hunger and wearineſs; and after he had recruited 
'em with his good Entertainment, ſent 'em ſafe and 
In a good ſtate of health to the Ifle of Pearls, which 
was the ordinary Reſidence of the Spaniards, tho 
he might have ſecurely kilPd *em all, without being 
ever ſuſpe&ted of the Hat Upon this the Spaniards 
were ſo well perſwaded of Higuerote's good inclina- 
tion toward "+, that they ty houſe for their 
home, and'were as kindly encrtare in it as they 
could expect to be in their own. While this Coun- 
try thus enjoy'd a profound-Peace, a Spaniſh Captain 
coming aſhore there, invited divers of the Inhabitants 
to come on board his Veſſel ; which they often did, 
from the entire'confidence they ad.an the repeated 
Promiſes the \ cqpngy/ made %em that they would 
do *em no injury : ; ll when many of *em 
were got into the chip Captain gave a Sig- 
nal to put out to Sea, Ks ſaid irealy for the Ifle 
of St. Joby, where he ſold all the poor Creatures, 
whom he had thus perfidiouſly ſurpriz'd. 1 ſoon 
after arriv'd in the ſame Ifland, where I ſaw this 
Robber, and had a particular account given me of 
the Circumſtances of this villanous Action; and it 


ſeems, to:compleat the Crime, he utterly deſtroy*d 
this PAS Eity, Thais things were not well re- 
ſented bythe reſt of the Spaxiards that us'dito cruiſe 


up and down the neighbouring Coaſts to pillage em ; 
F 3 for 
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68 _Þ4 Relation of. the Spaniſh Voyages 
that Iftand having had a ſhare in the Booty.. Theſe 
good Friers who had given their word to the Indians, 
that their Prince Alfonſo and his Princeſs ſhould be 
reſtor'd to em in four months, ſeeing- twice four 
Monthselaps'd without any hope. of their return, 
were oblig'd to prepare for death ; there was now 
noway to avoid ſhedding their blood for the Glory 
of Chriſt,, and in his Service, which Sacrifice they 
had offerd in the ready diſpoſition of their Minds 


, 


to ſuffer before they came from Spain- In ſhort, 
they were maſſacred by the Indians, who believed 
they were Accomplices of the foremention'd Trea- 
chery; and thought their ſuſpicion well founded, 
becauſe the Friers had promis'd to redreſs their 


Grievance in four months time 3 and yet they ſaw 


theſe promiſes. produc'd no effect : © Beſides, - theſe 
Barbarians make no great difference between,thoſe 
religious Men: that go to the Indzes.only to inſtruct 
and preach to em, and the Spaniſh Souldiers who 
20 thither only to enrich themſelves by robbing em. 
However, theſe good Fathers were unjuſtly put to 
death; and*one may without ſcruple place *em in 
the Order of Martyrs, and conclude they are now 
enjoying God. in the glory of Heaven. They obe- 
diently refigg'd themſelves to go into America ac- 
cording to the diredion of their Superiours, and 
had no other intention in their Voyage, but that of 
preaching the Chriſtian Faith to- theſe Idolaters, 
and of putting em in the way of-Salvation, with a 
reſolution to ſuffer any hardſhips, or even death it 
ſelf, in the proſecution of ſo pious a Deſign. 

The cruel Treatment the Indians met with from 
the Spaniards occaſioned *em. likewiſe to. kill two 
Dominican Friers about the ſame time. There was . 
in theſe Provinces, near the Gulf of Codera, a City, 
the Prince of which was nan"d Higuerote ; who was 
raturally of a ſweet and amicable temper, and his 

Subjects 
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Subjeds civil and complat{ant : when” the Spaniards 
came firſt aſhore in his Country, theInbabirants treat- 
ed *em with abundance of Kindneſs; they ſupplied 
'*m with Proviſions and Stores in great plenty ; 
and omitted nothing they were capable of doing 
to refreſh and recruit *em after the fatigues and 
troubles of their Voyage. This Prince had fav'd 
the lives of a great manyEuropeans, 4 iy ex- 
ercis'd their Cruelty and .Oppreſſion inzsther Pro- 
vinces, when they came to his Coaſts half dead with 
hunger and wearineſs; and after he had recruited 
*'em with his good Entertainment, ſent 'em ſafe and 
In a good ſtate of health to the Iſle of Pearls, which 
was the ordinary Reſidence of the Spaniards, tho 
he might have ſecurely kilFd *em all, without being 
ever ſuſpected of the fat. Upon this the Spaniards 
were ſo wellperſwaded of Higuerote's good inclina- 
tion toward %m, that they took his houſe for their 
home, andwere as kindly entertain'd in it as they 
could expect to be in their own. While this Coun- 
try thus enjoy'd a profound Peace, a Spaniſh Captain 
coming aſhore there, invited divers of the Inhabitants 
to come on board his Veſſel ; which they often aid, 
from the entire'confidence they hadamn the repeated 
Promiſes the Spaniards made %em that they wonld 
do *em no injury: At length when many of *em 
were got into the Ship, the -Captain gave a Sig- 
nal to put out to Sea, and ſaid direQly for the Ifle 
of St. Joby, where he ſold all the poor Creatures, 
whom he had thus perfidiouſly ſurpriz'd. I ſoon 
after arriv'd in the ſame Ifland, where I ſaw this 


tocompleat the Crime, he utterly deſtroy'd 

inces City. | Theſe things were not well re- 
ſented byThe reſt of the Spayzargs that us'd*to cruiſe 
up and down the neighbouring Coaſts to pillage __ s 
v3 Or 


70 ARetation of the Spaniſh IV, ojages 
for they could: 


F FF - TY % " ' 2 3 \ * : 
«>. \ l : 7 - « _- 
o F] 4 is LI : ty - * : A l = s IJ - þJ b Y ” s 
Fe . 1p 0 a . : %d * q o 


t-but abhor the Action of this Cap- 
tain, that he yy by ſo infamous a piece of Trea- 
chery abuſe this indian Chief, who had done 'em ſo 
many good Offices from time to time, and was wont 
to entertain *em as if they had been his own Chil- 
dren, 
' The Spaniards took away above two Millions of 
Men from the Coaſts of, theſe Provinces, and tranſ- 
ported em into the Iflands of Hiſpaniola and St. John, 
where the greateſt part periſh'd in the Mines, or 
by other Hardſhips which they made *em ſuffer. It 


. would produce Compaſſion in the hardeſt Hearts, 


to ſee theſe Coaſts that were once {o full of People 
now abſolutely deſert. It has been obſerv'd by ma- 
ny Trials, that one third part of the Slaves which 
the Spaniards take, on board their Veſſels die by the 
way, beſides thoſe they- kill when they ſearch their 
Houſes to take. theſe poor Wretcp away. The 
end the Spaniards propoſe to themſelyes, which is 
to get Riches at any rate in the world, induces ? em 
to commit all this Violence; they carry away great: 
numbers of Slaves, to produce conſiderable Sums of 
Mony, and yet take þut a ſmall quantity of Provi- 
ſions in their, $ Ships to maintain all theſe People, for 
fear of beingat too great a charge in tranſporting 
*em 3 nay ſometimes they have ſcarce enough for the 
Spaniards that man; the Ship: ſo that many of the 
Indians periſh miſerably with Hunger and Thirſt ; 
and ſometimes they caſt the greateſt part of _ 
over board, to preſerve the reſt. A certain Pilot 
told me, that in, a Voyage he' once made from 
the Lucay Iſlands to Hiſpaniola, which is about ſe- 
Yenty Leagues, he had no need either of .a Com- 
daſs, or the obſervation of the Stars to.guide his 
eſſel; for he aſſurd me the floating. Bodies of 
he Indians that had been thrown into the Sea, 
erv'd for his Guide throughout this Paſlage, and 
a con 
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conducted him Iraight to the port to which he 
was bound. 

To ſee the Indians arrive in any Iſland where they 
deſign' to ſell *em, can't but excite Compaſſion and 
Trouble in every Mind that is not diveſted of all 
Sentiments of Humanity : To ſee a great number 
of Men, Women and Children ſtark naked, and ſo 
worn out with Hunger andHardſhip, that many of 
*em can ſcarce ſtand,and othersfall down with Faint- 
neſs; and to ſee *em divided into ſeveral Companies 
like Sheep, Husbands ſeparated from their Wives, 
and Children from their Parents ; for the Spaniards 
are wont. to divide *em by ten or twenty in a Com- 
pany, and then to caſt Lots which ſhare each Man 
ſhall have. This 1s the trade of theſe Pirats, who 
arm and fit'out Veſſels on purpoſe ro carry away 
theſe poor Wretches from their own Houſes, to in- 
rich themſelves by ſelling *em for Slaves. When a 
Spaniard happens to have an old or ſick Man fall to 
his ſhare among the reſt, he'll complain of ſuch a 
Lot, and ſay to his Companions, Why dye give me 
t91s old Fellow that's good for nothing ? be ts not worth his 
k:eping - What ſhall I do with this ſick Slave, that will 
only be a charge to me, and can do me no Service ? Tis 
eiſy to ſee by all this how little account they make 
oi theſe People, and what little regard they have 
t5 the Rules of Chriſtian Charity ; *tis too evident 
they neither have any love to God, nor to their 
Neighbour, tho on theſe two ( as our Saviour ſays) 
both the Law and the Prophets depend. 

The deteſtable Cruelty and Tyranny of the Spa- 
niards in inſnaring andſerizing theſe poor Indians, 
when they go in queſt of *em to inſlave *em, and 
employ ?em in fiſhing for Pearls, is ſcarce to be ima- 
gin'd. - The Torments they make theſe unfortunate 
People endure, can ſcarce be compar'd to any leſs 
than thoſe of Hell, What they ſuffer in the Gold 
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Mines, tho. very terrible, yet is far- inferior-to that 
we are now relating. They make 'em dive in the 
Sea five orſix fathom under water (where they are 
forc'd to* hold their Breath) to take up Mother of 
Pearl ; and when they come up to the ſurface of the 
Water with Nets full of thoſe Shells, to get a little 
Breath, if they keep above water ſomething longer 
than ordinary to refreſh themſelves alittle, a mer- 
Cileſs Spaniard who attends with a Boat, beats and 
abuſes *em without meaſure, and often takes 'em by 
the hair of the head, to force *em again: under 
water, to continue their fiſhing. They feed em 
with a little Fiſh and a piece of: dry hungry Bread, 
and don't give %em a Belly full of that neither ; they 
have no other Bed than the hard ground on which 
they make 'em ſleep in their Chains, for fear they 
ſhould run away. They are often drown'd in fiſhing 
thus for Pearl, or elſe devour'd by a ſort of Sea- 
monſters, that will ſwallow a Man whole, fo that 
they hear no more of em. | 

*Tis no hard matter to perceive by what has been 
ſaid, that the Precept of Chriſtian Charity is il] ob- 
ſerv'd in this kind of fiſhing, ſeeing theſe poor 
Slaves are expog'd to imminent danger of periſhing 
both in Soul and Body. The Avarice of the Spa- 
niards, who mind nothing but Gain, is ſuch, that 
they ſcarce take any care to inſtru& their Slaves, 
and to fortify *em by communicating the Sacraments 
to em. "They oppreſs: *em with ſo much Labour 
and Fatigue, that they die in a little time; and tis 
impoſlible Men ſhould. continue long under water 
without Reſpiration, and endure the great Con- 
ſtraint they ſuffer in holding, their Breath : The 
coldneſs ot the Water ſometimes makes *em vomit 
Blood ; and they ſoon die, partly by having their 
Stomachs ſo violently: preſs'd by long holding of 
their Breath under water, and partly by the ex- 
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ceſſive Cold they endure; which cauſes that flux of 
Blood of which I have juſt now ſpoken. Tho. they 
have naturally black Hair, the Fatigue they undergo 
changes the colour of it; ſo that it becomes like the 
Hair of Sea-wolves. The foam of the Sea ſticks ſo 
faſt to their Shoulders, and in ſuch a manner, that they 
look more like Monſters than Men. By this fiſhing 
trade the Spaniards have deſtroy'd all the People of 
the Lucay-lſlands, which were the moſt $kilful and 
experienc'd in this Employment ; and the reaſon 
why one of thoſe Indians was fold for fifty Crowns 
or more, and ſometimes for a hundred, was be- 
cauſe they were maryellouſly dextrous at ſwimming 
and diving. However, thoſe of other Provinces 
were employ'd too in this work when they could 
take *em; ſa that by this means an infinite number 
of People have been deſtroy'd. 
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Of the River Yuya-pari. 


HIS. Province is water'd by the River Tuya- 
pari, tho the ſource of it 1s twohundred Leagues 
diſtant, A Spaniſh Captain once had the boldneſs 
to go up this River to. penetrate farther into the 
Country, and to ravage and ſpoil it. He'maſſacred 
abundance of People in his way, laid the Conn- 
try waſte with Fire and Sword, and ruin'd them 
by . whole Families, while they werepeaceably en- 
joying themſelves -in their Houſes, and thought of 
nothing leſs : But after all this miſchief, himſelf pe- 
riſtf'd miſerably, 'and his Souldiers. quarrePFd and 
deſtroy'd one another. They that aftefwards came 
into this Country ſucceeded him in his Cruelties, and 
are ſtill laying it waſte ; they commit abundance of 
Maſſacres and Robberies there with NOONE 9 
\ ſeem 
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ſeem-to undertake:theirJong Voyages and Journeys 
on purpoſe to precipitate an infknite number of 
Souls into Hell, that were redeem'd by the Blood of 


the Son of God. 
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Of the Kzngdom of Vencuela. 


N the year 1526, the King of Spain, abus'd by the 
Artifices of ſome ill-deſigning People, who made 
uſe of a thouſand fetches and excuſes to conceal 
from him the great Devaſtations the Spaniards had 
made in the new World, to the great prejudice of 
the Glory of God, the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
Salvation of the poor Indians, gave the Government 
of the Kingdom of Yenguela, which is bigger than 
all Spain, to ſeveral Flemiſh Merchants, with full 
Juriſdiction and Power to do what they pleas'd there, 
and to diſpoſe of the Country as they thought 
convenient. They accordingly enter'd it with 
three hundred Men, and found the People there to 
be of a meek, tractable and peaceful Diſpoſition, as 
indeed the Indians generally are when left to their 
natural Temper, ,and not enrag*d by the Abuſes ſo 
often offer'd 'em. Theſe were ſtill more brutiſh 
and cruel than thoſe Spantards of whom we have 
been hitherto ſpeaking: They exceeded Tygers, 
Wolves and Lions in Barbarity, when they ſaw 
themſelves Maſters of this great Kingdom, in poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, and the Juriſdiction of it entirely put 
into their- hands : they thought they had ample 1i- 
berty to do there whatever they pleas'd, and that 
they. might- ſatisfy. their Covetouſneſs at any rate, 
and by all the methods they could imagine, tho 
never {o unjuſt. They took no care but how to heap 
up vaſt Treaſures of Gold and Silver ; and the _ 
{* EY: minable 
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winable means they ugds# 


;tothis /end, ſhew'd they 
had no regard either to Godor their Prince ; nay, 
they ſeem'd to have utterly forgotten that them- 
ſelves were Men, having "put on ſuch an inhuman and 
ſavage Fierceneſs ; -or to come yet nearer to their 
true Character, they appear'd like ſo many Devils 
in the ſhape of Men. 

They ran through theſe rich and pleaſant Pro- 
vinces, and-inſtantly laid the Country waſte for forty 
Leagues together, wherein were fruitful Vallies of 
a prodigious extent, and Towns and Villages ſtor'd 
with great quantities of Gold. The deſtruttion 
they made was ſo general, that ſcarce a Man was 
left to carry the News of the Cruelties they ex- 
erciſed in this Kingdom to other Provinces : none 
but thoſe that hid themſelves in Caves and Holes of 
the Earth, could eſcape the Sword of theſe furious 
and inhuman Creatures, They invented new kinds 
of Puniſhments wherewith to torment *em, to force 
em to part with their Gold by diſcovering the places 
where they had hid it: After this manner they 
deſtroy'd three or four Millions of People. The 
Inſtances of three or four Facts will ſufficiently diſ- 
cover how theſe. Brutes behav'd themſelves in this 
Kingdom. | 

One of the-firſt things they did, was to ſeize him 
whom they look?d upon as the Soveraign Prince of 
the whole Kingdom ; they loaded him with Irons 
to get the more Gold out of him: they endeavour?d 
by the Tortures to which they put him, to make 
him diſcover the places where he had ſecur'd his 
Treaſures; but he had the good fortune to eſca 
their hands, and fly into the Mountains : His Sub» 
jets ſurrounded him, and hid him in the Woods ; 
but their number was too great to be long conceaPd :* 
fo that the Spaniards purſued tm with Swords in 
their hands, and made a dreadful Maſſacre among 
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1 they took alive, and fold for 


Before the Spaniards had took their King Priſoner, 
they were receid in all theſe Provinces with ſing- 
ing, dancing, and all the higheſt demonſtrations of 
Joy, as if come to bring Peace and Plenty with %em 
into the Country : They frankly and voluntarily 
gave *em immenſe Sums of Gold and Silver; for 
which all the Compenſation they had was to be 
run through, and cut with Lances and Swords, and 
maſſacred without pity. One day when they came 
eut to meet the Spaniards to do ?em the more ho- 


15 mour, the Flemiſh Commander having order'd a 


-- great number of *em to aſſemble together in a cer- 

tain Houſe, cut *em all in pieces immediately, only 
Tome of the poor Wretches got upon the Beams to 
avoid the fury of the Souldiers; upon which this 
Commander caus'd the Houſe to be fir'd, and de- 
ftroy'd them in the Flames. The whole Country 
was ſoon turn'd into a Deſert; for all that eſcap'd 
the Souldiers Rage retir'd into the Mountains. 

The Spaniards after this paſs'd into a vaſt Pro- 
Fince upon the Confines of that of Sr. Martha, 
where they found the Natives following their ordi- 
nary bulinels in profound Peace, All the while they 
continued here they liv*d at the charge of the I»- 
Sans, who ſerv'd *em with as much Aﬀection and 
Diligence, as if they had ow'd their Lives to 'em : 
Ray, they bore with their troubleſom Humors, and 
eaatinually receiv'd ill Treatment from em with in- 
credible Patience. The Indians moreover to qualify 
their i! Temper, brought *em a prodigious quanti- 
ty of Gold, and many other things of great value. 
Yet theſe Tyrants, when upon the point of teaving 
Em, inſtead” of gratefully acknowledging all the 
good Offices they had receiv'd of em, reſolv'd to 
But *cm all to the Sword. The Flemiſh — 

: who 


and Craelties in the 77 
( who. has ſince been ſuppog'd'to. be be- 
cauſe he never went to Mals himſelf, nor ſuffer'd 
others to go.) commanded- his Men to take all the - 
Indians with their Wives and Children, and put *em 
into ſome very large place capable of containing 
*tmall; and then to declare to *em that it they had 
a mind to redeem their Liberty, with that of their 
Wives and Children, they muſt neceſſarily lay down 
a certain'Sum, which this unjuſt Governor had tax'd 
*rn —— to his own capricious Humor ; and 
to urge*em the more to anſwer his Requirement, he 
barbarouſly prohibited his Men to give any Vitals 
to theſe poor Creatures, till each of *em had paid 
the Sum impos'd on him. Many of 'em ſent to their 
Houſes for the Sum demanded, being willing to do 
what they could to redeem their Liberty, and to 
have leave to go ſeek ſomething to eat: Yet they 
were no ſooner got out of. the Clutches of this co- 
vetous Governor, but he inſtantly ſent Soldiers to 
take *em again, and ſubje& ?em to the ſame Confine- 
ment from which they had ranſoni'd. themſelves 
with' ſo much difficulty : ſo that they dy'd in- this 
Captivity with. Hunger and Thirſt, unleſs they ſpee- 
dily bought their Liberty again, whick-they forc'd 
'em to do by this barbarous uſage. So that many 
of ?em were taken and retaken thus three or four 
times, and every time oblig?d to ranſom themſelves 
with great Sums. Thoſe that were not able to pay 
the Tax laid upon *em, continued in this cruel Priſon 
till they pin'd away with Hunger and Miſery, Thus 
was this opulent Province that abonnded with Gold, 
made deſolate in a very little time. There was one 
pleaſant and fertile Vale ravag'd by theſe Brutes, 
which extended#no leſs than forty Leagues; they 
burnt a Town in it conſiſting of a thouſand Houſes, 
After this reſolving to advance farther into the 
Country to diſcover a new way to Peru, they oP 
uſe 
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ley took alive, and fold for 


*m; others of them" 
Slaves, . of: Mp 

Before the Spaniards had took their King Priſoner, 
they were receiPd in all theſe Provinces with ſing- 
ing, dancing, and all the higheſt demonſtrations of 
Joy, as if come to bring Peace and Plenty with *em 
into the Country : They frankly and voluntarily 
gave *em immenſe Sums of Gold and Silver; for 
which all the Compenſation they had was to be 
run through, and cut with Lances and Swords, and 
maſſacred without pity. One day when they came 
eut to meet the Spaniards to do ?em the more ho- 
Rour, the Flemiſh Commander having order'd a 
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-:- -- great number of *em to aſſemble together in a cer- 


tain Houſe, cut *em all in pieces immediately, only 
Tome of the poor Wretches got upon the Beams to 
avoid the fury of the Souldiers; upon which this 
Commander caus'd the Houle to be fir'd, and de- 
ftroy'd them in the Flames. - The whole Country 
was ſoon turd into a Deſert; for all that eſcap'd 
the Souldiers Rage retir'd into the Mountains. 
The Spaniards after this paſs'd into a vaſt Pro- 
vince upon the Confines of that of Sr. Martha, 
where they found the Natives following their ordi- 
nary bulineſs in profound Peace. All the while they 
continued here they liv*d at the charge of the 11- 
Sans, who ſerv'd *em with as much AﬀecCtion and 
Diligence, as if they had ow'd their Lives to 'em : 
ray, they bore with their troubleſom Humors, and 
eaatinually receiv'd ill Treatment from *em with in- 
credible Patience. The Indians moreover to qualify 
their ill Temper, brought *em a prodigious quanti- | 
ty of- Gold, and many other things of great value. 
Yet theſe Tyrants, when upon the point of teaving 
*m, inſtead of gratefully acknowledging all the 
good Offices they had receiv'd of 'em, reſolv'd to 
pur *cm all to the Sword. The Flemiſh hy 2 
| who 
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( who. has ſince been ſupp ) X dt a Heretick, be- 
cauſe he never went' to Maſs himſelf, nor ſuffer 
others to go) rvann 5 his Men to take all the - 
Indians with their Wives and Children, and put *em 
into ſome very large place capable of containing 
*emall; and then to declare to *em that if they had 
a mind to redeem their Liberty, with that of their 
Wives and Children, they muſt neceſſarily lay down 
a certain'Sum, which this unjuſt Governor had tax'd 
*ern according to his own capricious Humor ; and 
to urge *em the more to anſwer his Requirement, he 
barbarouſly prohibited his Men to give any Vieuals 
to theſe poor Creatures, till each of *em had paid 
the'Sum impog'd on him. Many of *em ſent to their 
Houſes for the Sum demanded, being' willing to do 
what they could to redeem their Liberty, and to 
have leave to go ſeek ſomething to eat: Yet they 
were no ſooner got out of the Clutches of this co- 
vetous Governor, but he inſtantly ſent Soldiers to 
take *em again, and ſubjec ?em to the ſame Confine- 
ment from which they had ranſon'd_ themſelves 
with' ſo much difficulty : ſo that they dy'd in- this 
Captivity with.Hunger and Thirſt, unleſs they ſpee- 
dily bought their Liberty again, which they forc'd 
*em to do by this barbarons uſage. So that many 
of ?em were taken and retaken thus three or four 
times, and every time oblig?d to ranſom themſelves 
with great Sums. Thoſe that were not able to pay 
the Tax laid upon *em, continued in this cruel Priſon 
till they pin'd away with Hunger and Miſery, Thus 
was this opulent Province that abounded with Gold, 
made deſolate in a very little time. There was one 
pleaſant and' fertile Vale ravag'd by theſe Brutes, 
which extended*no leſs than forty Leagues; they 
burnt'a Town in it conſiſting of a thouſand Houſes, 
After this reſolving to advance farther into the 
Country to diſcover a new way to Peru, they made 
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uſe of a multitude of Indians in this: Journey, whom 
they, loaded with Chains; and their Baggage toges 


_ © ther: thoſe that fainted under their Burdens with. 


wearinefs, they killd upon the ſpot, cutting. off 
their heads; and divided the Burdeas'of them that 
died among the Survivors. © 

If one could exattly deſcribe all the Ravage and 
Maſlacres the Spanzards-commited in this, Province, 
together with all the Towns they hir'd, ſo deplora- 
ble a Story would fill every Reader with horror, and 
almoſt ſurpaſs belief. Many other 'Tyrants came 
afterward into this Province, who. follow'd the ſteps 
of the former in ſearching for.&oldand other Trea- 
ſure; but they found the Courfry ſo burnt, pillag'd 
and deſolate, tho it had heretofore been both very 
populous and fertile, that they themſelves could 
not but ſtand amaz'd to think what Cruelties the 
Poor Indians had endur'd. 

All theſe Violences were plainly prov'd by the 
Procurator.of the Treaſury of the Council of the 
WWeſt-Indies, The Ads and Proceedings made. in 
this Aﬀair are yet preſerv'd upon record ; yet not 
one of theſe Tyrants was ever put to death for 
the Injuries offer'd theſe poor Indians : ſo that all 
the Proceſs that was made againſt 'em prov'd to ve- 
ry little purpoſe. Thoſe Miniſters .of Juſtice that 
have. been hitherto ſent into the Indies have regard- 
ed nothing but their Intereſt ; and ſtndied-how to 
enrich themſelves without taking the trouble to 
examin and puniſh the Crimes of theſe Tyrants, 
who did ſo much miſchief, and committed ſo many 
Outrages on the poor Indians. They content them- 
ſelves to fay in general, that ſuch and ſuch have 
committed great Crimes,and abus'd the Inhabitants of 
the New World ; that they have leſſen'd the Kings 
Revenues to ſuch a degree. But when they have 
made theſe looſe and general Enquiries, my 50 no 

artaer : 


. SY 4 
o Y \ 8 FY F 5 
« [ * 6 4. 3K 
peY 6 


and Craelties 34 the Weſt-Indies* #579 
. farther : Whereas more"effeQual Remedies ought 
tobe uſed to ſtop the Courſe of all theſe Miſchiefs. |. 
There-is not {o much care taken as to evidence and 
verify theſe matters; nor do they give their AQs 
and Proceedings all the Life and Authority they 
ought : for to diſcharge their Duty faithfully to 
God and the King, , they ſhould make ſuch Tyrants 
as theſe reſtore all the Plunder they have ſo unjuſtly 
got. And *twould be no difficult matter to prove 
that they carried out of this Kingdom of Yencuela 
above 3 Millions of Gold, having utterly ruined 
the Country for. 40 leagues together in the ſpace of 
17 years; for ſo long they continued ſpoiling this 
noble and fruitful Region. They have cheated 
the King of above 2 Millions of his Revenues ; nor 
can they ever be able to repair the damage they 
have done this delicious Country, unleſs the ma- 
ny thouſand People they have cruelly murder'd 
could be rais'd again from the dead. What I an 
now ſpeaking of, only reſpects the King's tem- 
poral Intereſt, which they have ſo ill manag'd, with- 
out. ſaying any thing of their Blaſphemies, their 
Impieties and Outrages committed 1mmediately a- 
gainſt the Divine Majeſty. And who ſhall make 
reparation for the loſs of ſo many Souls they have 
precipitated into Hell, in riot ſuffering the Miſſio- 
naries to inſtru em? Theſe are the Fruits of 
their deteſtable avarice and profanity. As ſoon as 
ever they enter'd this Kingdom, they ſeveral times 
loaded divers Ships with great numbers of Indians, 
whom they carried into the Iſle of St. Martha, and 
ſold for Slaves. Great multitudes of theſe poor 
Creatures were likewiſe carried into Hiſpaniola, 
Jamaica, and the Iſle of St. John, to the number at 
leaſt of a.million of Men. The Royal Council has 
been ſufficiently inform*d of all theſe Diſorders and 
Cruelties ; © but they are pleas'd to connive at bar 
an 
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and are as willing to-ſhut- their Eyes, and take no 
notice of all the Robberies and Villanies the $Spa- 
#iards have committed on the Coaſts of the Iſle of 
St. Martha ; tho they might have eaſily hinder?d all 
this miſchief if they had applied themſelves to it, 

?E was the infamous Avarice of theſe Tyrants, that 
 Induc'd *em to take ſo many Indians to ſell *em for 
Slaves: and the very ſame covetous humour and 
phrenzie has ſeiz*d all the Europeans that have: hi- 
therto ſet foot in America. Their Cuſtom has been 
to take the poor Indians out of their houſes, with 
their Wives and Children, to load 'em with Chains, 
to mark ?em like Sheep that they might diſtinguiſh 
**m-one from another, and afterwards to ſell *em as if 
they had been born Slaves. 
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Of thoſe Provinces of the Continent called 
Florida, 


wVHREE mercileſs Tyrants have invaded theſe 
. Provinces one-after another ſince the year 
$10, all animated with the ſame Spirit, and moy?d 
by the ſame deſigns. They all committed the ſame 
Ountrages throughout this Country, to-put them- 
ſelves by robbing and pillaging into a capacity of 
buying places of honour and profit, far aboye theit 
quality : but God was pleas'd to puniſh 'em after a 
very. ſignal manner; for they all came to a miſera- 
ble end; they were buried in-the ruins of thoſe 
Houſes, which they had built with the Spoils of - 
fo many :miſerable People whom they had ruin'd 
and murder'd. Thus were theſe Provinges left de- 
folate. Theſe Brutes would doubtleſs have com- 
mitted yet more Villanies, had not the juſt Judg- 
ment of the Almighty ſhorten'd their days, and po. 
niſh* 
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niſh'd *em in this Country for the Maſſacres and. 
Robberies they had committed in other parts of 
the Indtes. Ms 
When they came into Florida; they found it plen- 
tifolly ſtor'd with People, who were wiſe and well 
diſciplin'd both in Civil Aﬀairs, and in Morals: 
they immediately began to caſt a Terror through- 


out the Country by I know not how many Maſſa- 


cres; ſo that the poor Indianus who had never 
known any thing like it, were put into a mighty 
Gonſternation. The Spaniards us'd *em inſtead of 
Beaſts of burden to carry their Arms, Utenſils and 
Proviſions: yet the Inhabitants of one great Town 
expreſs'd abundance of Joy at their arrival, enter- 
tain'd *em with the beſt they had, and. furniſh'd **m 
with plenty of Proviſions as long as they continued 
there ; they offer'd 'em 600 of their ſtrongeſt men 
to carry their Baggage, and look to their Horſes. 
Yet the Spaniſh General was ſo little touct?d with 
the courteſie of theſe People, that he killd their 
Prince with a Lance, that ſo he might be in a better 
condition to pillage them, who little thought of 
ſuch a bloody fa as this, and other Cruelties with 
which their barbarous Gueſts requited their kind- 
neſſes. They with their Swords and Lances kil'd 
all the Inhabitants of another Town, who ſtood 
upon their Guard, and endeavour'd to defend 
themſelves from the Hoſtilities of theſe Tyrants; 


They put Men and Women, great and ſmall, Maſ- 


ters and Servants all to the Sword; without any 
reſpe& either to Age, Sex or Quality. In another 
Village a Spaniſh Captain kill'd above 200 Indians - 
he cut off the' Lips and Noſes of others, and ſent 
*em away itt this condition to terrify the reſt of the 
Country by ſo horrible a fight. Theſe Cruelties 
hinder'd the ſucceſs of the Miſſions of our Apoſtos 
lick Men in the Indies, who' had no good reaſons to 
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8 A Relation of the Spaniſh#oyages 
produce to theſe poor' Wretches to excuſe; ſuch 


Barbarities as theſe, One: may eaſily gueſs by this | 
Inſtance whar love the Indians muſt have for the Ca- 


tholicks, and what confidence they can put in'their 
Promiſes. What Idea can they have'of God, when 
he is deſcribed to *em as infinitly good and merciful? 
What can they think of his Law, 'which they are 
toid is ſo holy and juſt ; when they ſee thoſe that 
profeſs to obſerve it, not ſ{cruple to commir all theſe 
Crimes ? | 

Moſt of theſe cruel Villains periſh'd miſerably 
without the leaſt contrition or repentance ; and tho 
God is infinitely. gracious and merciful, there is 
reaſon enough to fear they are condemn'd to eter- 
nal Torments. Fiok- 


—_— _ 
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Of the River de la Plata, or Stlver-River. 


Everal Spaniſh Captains have undertaken Voyages 
x? to the Siver-River, lince the year 1502. The 
Country upon it 1s of a vaſt extent, and contains ma- 
ny great Kingdoms and noble:Provinces. The In- 
habirants are a'very rational and civil fort of Peo- 
ple, and live at a conliderable diſtance from the 
other Indians; which render'd it an eaſy matter 
to the Spaniards to moleſt %em with impunity, and 
to exerciſe all. their. wonted Rapine and Cruelty 
among 'em. They every where carry with %em the 
ſame deſign of enriching -and making themſelves 
great and. powerful at the coſt of theſe unhappy 

- People, whom they plunder of their Treaſure, as if 
it were the ſpoil of a juſt and lawful War. - Wher- 
ever they come, they uſe the ſame ways and means 
to compaſs their deſign ; they torment and kill the 
People, pillage and deſtroy the Country, , ruining 
whole Narioas to poſleſs themſelves of their Gold 
and Silver. On 
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and Cruelties in the WeſtsIndies. B83 

- On the Banks, of the Silver. River "they have de. 
ſroy'sd divers great.Provinces and Kingdoms'; and 
cut the Throats of multitude of Indinhs, treating 
*em: with all the Cruelties- they could invent : for 
when they were at this'vaſt diſtance from Spain, 
they did not much fear the King's Authority ; be- 
lieving the remoteneſs of the place where they com- 
mitted their Crimes, would fecure *em from the 
danger. of fuffering for *em. 'This hope of impu- 
nity made *em more barbarouſfly cruel in this Coun- 
try than in others ; fo that they liv'd hereafter the 
moſt licentions manner imaginable, without the 
leaſt regard to Law 'or Juſtice. However ſome of 
their Actions have been reported 'to the Conncilof 
the Indief, A certain Governor one day command- 
ed his Souldiers to enter into a Town, and maſſag- 
cre 'all the Inhabitants, if they ſhould refuſe to 
give *em what proviſions they wanted. The Sol- 
diers prompted by this Order, and ſupported by 
the; Authority of the Governor that ſent *em, killd 
5000 of theſe poor Creatures; who looking oft 
the Spaniards as their declared Enemies, were not 
willing to truſt *em, or to have any. commerce 
with 'em;3 and therefore hid themſelves, not ſo 
much to avoid giving ?em what they askd,' as to 
eſcape the points of their Swords. The other I1- 
dans were ſo terrified by this ſlaughter, that they 
readily 'offer'd themſelves in great numbers to ſerve 
the Spaniards, Theſe Indians when they were one 
day calld by the Governour to receive ſome orders 
from him, I know not by what hap, made ſome de- 
lay to preſent themſelves before him ; upon which 
he commanded *em to be dehver'd up to another 
Nation 'of Indians who were their mortal Enemies. 
The poar Wretches as ſoon as they heard this cruel 
Sentence, cried out moſt” hideouſly, entreating the 
Spaniards with tears in their Eyes rather to kill em 
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8% A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages _ 
outright with their Swords and Lances, than to 
abandon 'em to the rage of their ſworn Enemies. 
Nor. could they by any means be got out of the 
houſe were they were 3 upon which the Spaniards 
hew*d*em in pieces one after another; while the poor 
Indians complain'd to *em of their barbarity, expreſ- 
ſing themſelves with hearts full of anguiſh and deſpair 
after: this manner : We came wolantariy to meet you, 
to offer our Service to you, and to ſhew you all the re- 
ſpet# we could ;, and all the return you make to our kind- 
neſs is to murder us without fity. Our Blood that 1s 
daſh'd on every ſide upon the Walls of this Houſe ſhall be 
an everlaſting witneſs of your cruelty, and cry for ven- 
geance againſt you for the unjuſt death you make us ſuffer. 
"Tis impoſlible to reflet:on this ACtion without be- 
ing moy*d both with horror and compaſſion. 


_-_ — 
———_— Ec 


bs 
Of the great Kingdoms and Provinces of Peru. 


Spaniſh Commander with a great. number of 
Soldiers .enter?d theſe Kingdoms with the Ti- 

tle of Governour; and with a Reſolution to heap 
up a vaſt Treaſure in a little time. He had already 
given ſome proofs of his $kill, and capacity on the 
Continent ; and he every day perfeqed himſelf 
more and more in the Art of cutting of throats 
and. nillaging. He was naturally cruel, without 
Faith, Honour or Religion; he knew no other 
God than Gold or Silver, and therefore gave him- 
ſelf liberty to commit all ſorts of Crimes.,to get theſe 
Metals any way in the world. He did abundance 
of miſchief in the large Provinces of Peru. *Tis 
not poſlible to repreſent to the life what Perſecutj- 
ons the Inhabitants of this rich Country underwent ; 
and what cruel ſorts of death they were made to 
ſuffer, 


niards, and received *em with grea 

But in the ſpace of ſix months, which time the Spa- 
niards continued herexthey conſum'd all the Corn and 
other Proviſions they found in the Iſland. . After this 
they diſcoverd that the Indzans had hid ſome Corn 
under ground, to keep againlt a time of ſcarcity, for 
the ſubliſtencegf-their Wives and Children ; which 
they were conftrain'd to leave to the diſcretion of the 
Spaniards, *whatook polleſſion of it.as their own Pro- 
perty ; and hereby reduc*d theſe poor People to the 
utmoſt neceſſity." Soon after this they left the Ifland, 
but firſt kilPd a great many of the People, and car- 
ried away the reſt with *em for Slaves. Thus by the 
many Cruelties they committed, this Iſland 1s quite 
depopulated. 

From hence they went into the Iſle of Tumbala, 
which 1s ſituate near the Continent ; here they maſ- 
ſacred all the Inhabitants that fell into their hands. 
The reſt frighted at this cruel ſlaughter, fled every 
way they could to avoid *em; and tho they did this 
only to ſave their Lives, 1t was interpreted a Rebel- 
lion againſt the King of Spain; but was only an Ar- 
tifice of this Tyrant to entrap theſe miſerable Peo- 
ple, that he might make em ſurrender to him all 
the Gold and Silver they had : which they brought 
to him in great quantities, while he ſtill demanded 
greater, being reſolvd to leave *em nothing: And, 
when he had ſtrip'd ?em of all they had, he told 
them he receiv'd ?em into the number of the King of 
Spain's Subje&s, and pretended a great deal of kind- 

| G 3 neſs 


friends, brig not do*em the leaſt hurt for the time. Fn 
to come. - This Hypocrite was for plundering the 

Indians, and terrifying '*m with meniaces of the 

King of Spain' s diſpleaſure.z. but had the Policy not 

to. receive *em into. the,mumber of this Princes Vaſ- 

ſals, till he had robh 'em of all they chad. And- 
yet the Title of the King of Spain's ” Subjedts did 

not ſecure 'em. for the 76h from his Inſults and 
Robbertes. - 

The name of the Soveraign Prince and Empe- 
ror of all "theſe Kingdoms was. 4tabalipa, who 
brought with him an' ag of naked 
men, who made uſe of a ridiculons-fart of Wea- 
pons, not underſtanding the foxce:ofthe Spaniards 
Swords and Lances, . and Horſes,» miehwhich theſe 
Indians had never been acquainted; 


je advancd his 
Troops near the Spaniards, crying witha great deal 
of courage, Where are theſe Spaniards ; ? Dll never leave 
'em till they have made me ſatisfaGion for all my Subje@s 
that have been kill'd by them; of all my Towns which 
they bave burnt, and of all my Riches which they bave 
carried aways... "The Spaniards came to meet this 
Prince in good*order and well-arm'd, and made a 
horrible {laughter among his Souldiers : ; they took 
the King himſelf, who was carried on a ſtately Seat 
upon the Shoulders of his Subjects. This Prince 
finding himſelf in this miſerable Condition, began 
to treat with *em about his' Ranſom, for which 
he promiſed to give *em 4 Millions'of Crowns : for 
this Sum they.engag'd to give him his Liberty ; yet 
would not ſtand to, their own - Agreement, _ but 
obliged him to aſſemble all his People, who to-obey 
their Prince's order came together in Crowds. - This 
King bore ſuch a ſway in the minds of his Subjects, 
that he boaſted that the Leaves of the Trees in the 
Woods durſt not move without his order, He told 


the 
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Uhll Coueltie'i the Weſtdndies, 87 
the Spaniards he was their Prifoner,”and they had 

now power to pnt himtd death if they pleas'd. 

Upon this they held a Council of War to deliberate 

wha” to do with him; and refolvd to bura him 

with a gentle Fire: only there was one Captain not 

quite fo inhuman as the reſt, who told *em they 
ought to content themſelves with. itrangling him. 
and then burning him after he'was' dead. When 
the King was inforn'd that he was condemn'd to 

die, he thus expreſs'd himielt ; Why will ye needs put 

me to death What Crime have I committed againſt 
you ? Did you not promiſe to reſtore me my Liberty, pro- 
vided I would pay that Fine of Gold you impos'd on me ? 
Have not I g1ven you a greater Sum than you demanded ? 
However if you are reſolyd to kill me, firſt ſend me at 
leaſt to the King of Spain. But all his Complaints, 
all his juſt Reproaches and Proteſtations could not 
hinder them from burning him. *Tis eaſy to ſee 
that the Spaniards had no right to make War with 
this Prince, and to treat him ſo inhumanly. But 
the Captivity of this King, the Sentence of Death 
pronounc'd againſt him, and the Cruelty with which 
they put it in execution, after they had extorted 
ſuch vaſt Treaſures from him, all ſafficiently diſco- 
ver the Genius of theſe Tyrants, and of what In- 
juſtice and Violence they have been guilty both 
againſt the Princes-and People of the new World. 

I have a Letter from a Monk of the Order of 
St. Francis written to the King of Spain, by which 4 
it will appear how the Spaniards behav*d themſelves © © 
towards the Indians : The very Terms of which 
Letter PII here ſet down. 


\ 


T, Frier Mark de Xlicia of the Order of St. Francis, 
General of all the Monks of the ſaid Order in Peru, who 
came into this Country with the Spaniards that firſt 1n- 
vaded. it, do teſtify what I have ſeen with my own Eyes of 
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$3 ÞA Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
the manner of their treating the People of this new World. 
Having been an Eye-witneſs, I bave a certain knowledg 
of the Diſpoſition and Manners of the Inhabitants of Pe- 
Tu; they are a meek, good-humour d and peaceable Na- 
tion, and bave ſhewn a great deal of Afﬀed&ion aud Re- 
fpe# to the Spaniards ; I bave, ſeen *em give *em great 
Sums of Gold and Silver, and Pearls of a great value 
very readily ;, they render d *em all the Services they could 
require of ?*em with all the diligence that could be reaſonably 
defird. They never offer”d to make War with *em, nor 
fo much as to put themſelves in a poſture of Defence, till 
they bad receiv'd all imaginable Injuries from *em, and 
were thereby conſtrained to it contrary to their Inclina- 
#ions. Thcy gave the Spaniards as many Men and 
Women as they needed for their Domeſtick Buſineſs ;, 
and- when they bad receiv'd *em mto their Towns and 
Villages with all the Honours they could think of, they 
ſupplied *em liberally with all the neceſſary Accommoda- 
tious of Life, A 
I farther teſtify, that the Spaniards without baving 
receiv'd the leaſt occaſion of Offence from the Indians, 
ferz'd their great Cacique Atabalipa, ſoon after they 
enter'd by Country, and burnt bim after they bad receiv d 
four Millions of Gold of him, and after having taken 
immenſe Sums out of his Province without any Reſaſtance. 
They inflidted the ſame Puniſhment on Cochilimaca bis 
Captain General, when he came to meet them in an amz- 
cable manner. with many other Noblemen of Peru. A 
few days after another great Lord of the Province of 
Quitonia ſuffer'd the ſame fate ; for the Spaniards burnt ' 
bim without having the leaſt occaſion given 'em for ſo 
cruel an AdGion - With the like Barbarity and Injuſtice 
they burnt Schapera the Prince of the Canaries. They 
alſo burns the feet of: Aluis, the firſt and greateſt Lord 
of the Province of Quitonia, and put him to a great 
many other Torments to make bim reveal K. Atabalipa's 
Treaſures, of which be was utterly ignorant, 4s it eyi- 
| = ; _ dently 
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and Crutltiesi# the Weſt-Iniies. - $9 
dently appear 'd by the ſequel. They condemn'd Coco- 
Pagaganga 70 the {ones Prnaſtiners who was Prince of 
the Province of Quitonia : He ſuffer'd himſelf to be 


over perſwaded by the Treaties of Sebaſtian Banalcagar. 
a Spaniſh Captain, to come in an amicable manner and 
ſurrender himſelf to the Spaniards ; this Captain baving 


given bim bis word that no Injury ſhould be done him ; yet,, - 


contrary to this promiſe, he was burnt alive, with ſeveral 


Caciques beſades : and I have been informd, that the 


Spaniards deſzpn'd to ſhew no Mercy to any Indian i 
the Country. 

I moreover. affirm, that I my ſelf bawve ſeen the Spa+ 
niards in ſeveral places cut off the Noſes, Eavs and 
Hands of Indian Men and Women, without any Provo- 
cation, in cold Blood ( as it ſeem®d ) purely for the ſake of 
doing Miſchief, which 15 a moſt inexcuſable ſort of Bar- 
barity. I have ſeen the Spaniards ſet their fierce and 
bungry Dogs at the Indians to tear *em 1n pieces and de- 
wour *em. And I bave ſeen *em ſet fire to ſo many 
Towns and Villages, that *tis impoſſuble I ſhould recolle&F 
the number of ?em. *T% certain they have torn Children 
from their Mothers Breaſts, and thrown 'em with all their 
might az far as they could, to divert themſelves with this 


brutiſh Sport. I have often been a Witneſs of many other 


Cruelties of this nature, which bave filÞd me with Dread 
and Horror ;, but I ſhould be too prolix and tedious to give 
the Detail of *em. 

I proteſt, that once the Spaniards when they bad aſ- 
ſembled the greateſt number of Indians they could im three 
great Houſes, ſet fire to *em and burnt 'em all alive, 
without any reaſon, baving not receiv'd the leaſt affront 
from *em. And a certain Prieſt, whoſe name was Ocana, 
happening to attempt to take a young Child out of. the 
Flames, a Spaniard that ſaw bim, took the Child frons 
bim, and immediately caſt it againunto the Fire, where 
it was burnt with the reſk. This Spaniard #be ſame day 
be committed this black and curſed AtFion, died ſuddenly 

| pf 


. 
2 


re 
wou-* » 
” 1 ” 


_ 4 : . 
g CY - 
LEN 
- — 
= 
Fo l 


A*Refation of Ih Voyages - 
$g00mp:to the Camp ; \and I was of opinion" that 
ht not "to be interred, 

e feen the Spaniards ſend Deputies to the Ca- 

ciques 41d chief Indians; to engage *em to come and 

meet *em without fear, promiſing *en to employ their In- 

tereſt with the King of Spain on their bebalf : but as ſoon 
as they were” come upon the Credit of the Promiſes that 

| bad been given 'em, they were burnt without Pity, or any 
formal Proceſs. Two of the moſt illuſtrious and conſide- 
yable Indians were burnt in my ſ3ght, one at Andonia, and 
the other at Tumbala. All the Efforts I made to ſecure 
*ern- from the Flames, \and to get *em out of the hands of 
theſe bloody Wretches, were to no purpoſe, my Diſcourſes 
and Exhortations made no impreſſion on *em, I can 
fay with a good Conſcience," and in the preſence of God, 
that ſo -far as I bave been able to learn, by, the long time 


never fomented any Mutiny or Rebellion, or done the leaſt 
Injury to the Spaniards, who bave treated them ſo inhu- 
manly ;, but whatever Torments they have ſuffer'd, they 
ſeem? d to have laid afide the thoughts of Revenge. And 
when they found the Spaniards were always deceiving 
*em, and breaking the Promiſes they made *em 1, when they 
found they treated *em with ſo much Tyranny, contrary to 
all Law and Equity ; and that they did not ſcruple to 
commit all ſorts of Outrages againſt "em, they rather 
choſe to die, than to be continually expo8?d to ſuch Mi- 
eries. $ | 
| + I bave: been inform d by the Accounts the Indians 
8 themſelves have (given, that there 15 a great deal more 
= Gold among *em undiſcoyer?d than has been yet found ; 


"em conceal it : and they are reſolv'd never to diſcover it 
while they are trea 
but will rather dig;-as their Companions bave done, who 
have' been put to denth with ſo much Cruelty. The Injuries 


offerd theſe - poor Indians are very bainous | 


Sins in the 
ſight 


I bave been among *em, the Inhabitants of Peru bave- 


the ill Uſage and Cruelty of the Spaniards having made 


ed with ſo much Injuſtice and Tyranny, 


: 


pg 
£ 


fight of God, dud contrany to the Intereſt and Service of 
the King, who has been cheated of mate: Treaſure in Peru 
than would keep alkthe- People in'Caſfile. * » 
»: 
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Thus far the Letter of. that Monk, which" was 
confirm'd by the Atteſtation of the Biſhop of Mext- 
co: He was an Eye-witneſs of what he here relates, 
for he went through this Country for the ſpace of 
fourſcore_or a hundred Leagues, and contiued there 
nine or ten years, in a time when there were but 
few Spaniards there. But as ſoon as it was reported. 
in Spain that this new World was ſo full of Gold, 
there preſently came four or five thouſand People, 
who ſpread themſelves through theſe noble Pro- 
vinces, and poſſeſs'd five or fix hundred Leagnes of 
the Country, which they entirely ruined, commit» 
ting all thoſe Diforders and Crimes'that have been 
mention'd before; They have deſtroy*d a great ma- 
ny more People here than this Frier takes notice of 
in his Letter : and without having any fear of God 
before their Eyes, or any regard to the King, or 
the leaſt ſentiment of Compaſſion to their fellow- 
Creatures, they have almoſt deftroy*d one half of 
Mankind for in the Provinces of Pers alone they 
have kilFd above forty Millions of People. 

A few days after what I have related above, they 
_ KiIPd a great Queen with Arrows: made of Reeds 

ſhe was Wite to Prince Elingue, who {fill governs 
this Province in quality of King : the Spaniards did 
what they could to ſeize this Prince's Perſon, and 
omitted no Tricks and Artifices'to accompliſh it ; 
this was the occaſion of his Revolt againſt the Spa- 
n1ards, and he has ever ſince continned their declar'd / 
Enemy. They took his Queen contrary to the Rules 
of Equity and Juſtice ; and ?tis faid they kill'd her 
at a time when ſhe was big with Child; meerly to vex 
and grieve. the King her Husband, who loy*d her 
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very tenderly. If all the Maſſacres the Spaniards * 
have committed ing@eru ſhould be recounted, every ' 
one would be aſtoniſh'd at the recital, and the num- 
ber of *em after an exa& Computation would ſur- 
paſs all probability, and appear too great to be 
believ'd. 
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Of the new Kyjngdom of Grenada. 


h__—— 


Great number of Spaniards went from Yene- 
cuecla, the Ifle of St. Martha, and Carthagena 
in the year 1536, to make a Diſcovery of Peru - Di- 
vers others went up higher, three hundred Leagues 
beyond St. Martha and Carthagena, to diſcover 
thoſe excellent Countries that were very fertile, and 
full of People of a mild and ſociable Temper ; 
where is abundance of Gold and precious Stones 
found, eſpecially Emeralds : they gave this King- 
if dom the name of New Grenada, becauſe the Cap- 
"=Y tain that firſt ſet his foot in it was born at Grenada. 
ih They that accompanied him were very. profligate 
Men, and extremely cruel ; they ſhed human Blood 
without any ſcruple or remorſe, for they had been. 
long accuſtomd to all ſorts of Wickedneſs, and 
therefore *tis the leſs to be wonder'd at that they 
have committed ſo many Crimes in this New Grenada, 
where they abandon'd themſelves to all manner of 
Abominations. I ſhall only mention ſome Inſtances 
of ?em, becauſe an exact recital of their Cruelties 
would fill the Minds of all that read this Hiſtory 

with too much Horror. 

A certain Governor that could not get his ſhare 
of the Booty another had got before him in ra- 
vaging this new Kingdom of Grenada at his pleaſure, 
tho he could have ſeconded him with all his heart 
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© and Crathiiel Sithe WeltdIiitlies. 
| in the Cruelties and Robberies he committed h 
yet. being enrag'd to ſee ſuch a yaluable Prey eſcape 
him, thought meet to appeaſe- his Trouble after a 
ſort, and to revenge-himſelf on the other by making 
authentick Informations confirm®d by the ' concur- 
rent Teſtimony of many Witneſſes, which expos'd 
to light all the Vexations, Murders and Cruelties 
which this Tyrant had been guilty of in New Gre- 
ada, The ſaid Informations were read in the Coun- 
cil of the Indies, where they have been hitherto pre- 
ſerv'd, and are yet to be ſeen. 

In theſe Informations the Witneſſes depoſe, that 
this new Kingdom enjoy'd a ſettled Peace before the 
Spaniards came thither ; that the People ſhew'd *em 
all the kindneſs imaginable as Toon as they came a- 


93 


mong 'em ; that they maintain'd the Spaniards with 


their Labqur, and the Fruit of the Ground which 
they manur'd ; that they gave *em prodigious quan- 
tities of Gold, and abundance of precious Stones, 
amongſt others a great many Emeralds ; that they 
freely brought *em whatever was moſt valuable in 
| their Cities, the Government -of which the Spa- 
niards divided among themſelves when they had can- 
ton'd *em into ſeveral parts : for this they counted a 
proper method, the better to compaſs their deſign 
aL ycAPINg together all the Gold they could poſlibly 
nd. 

When the Indians were firſt ſubjugated to the 
Tyranny of the Spaniards, the chief Captain,. who 
was General of the reſt, took poſſeſſion of the King's 
Perſon as well as of the” Country, and kept him 
Priſoner for five or ſix Months, without any. reaſon 
in the World, demanding Gold and Emeralds of 
him continually. T his King, whoſe name was Bogata, 
in the midſt of his fears, promis'd the Spaniſh Ge- 
neral to deliver up all the Gold-plate he had, hoping 
by this means to get out of the hands of this Tyrant : 

he 
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©. he ſent a great many Indians to his Houſe to fetch 4 
theſe precious Goods; and at. the ſeveral turns .they 
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made he- gave 'the Spaniard a gxeat . quantity of 
Gold.and Emeralds ; who was . not content with all 


this, but threaten'd to "kill him. Accordingly he 
commanded this unfortunate King to be brought be- 
fore him to receive his Sentence. «This is the Treat- 


ment.theſe Tyrants give the moſt illuſtrious Perſons 
of the new World : "This haughty General -pro-. 


 nounc'd a fatal Sentence againſt this Prince, by 


which he was condemn'd to moſt horrible Torments 
if he did not immediately ſend for all the Gold he 
had : Accordingly this Tyrant's Executioners laid 


| hold of the King, ſtretch'd him out at length upon 


the ground naked, and pour'd boiling Roſin upon his 
Belly ; beſides this; they put his feet.into a Fire, hay- 


.ing faſten'd his Neck to a Stake fix'd in the ground, 


while two of theſe Hangmen held him by the- Arms. 
The cruel General came from time to time to look 
upon him while this Torture continued, threatning 
to take away his Life if he did not ſpeedily deliver 
up his Gold. God ſeenrd by his Providence to fſig- 
nify. his Diſpleaſure againſt theſe Cruelties, in ſuf- 
fering the City where they were committed to be 
conſum'd with Fire in a moment. The reſt of the 


_ Spaniards took pattern by their General, and filld 


up his ſteps: And having no other trade than that 
of tormenting the Indians, and cutting *em in-pieces, 
they practiſed the ſame Villanies in divers parts of 
this Kingdom : They inflicted terrible Puniſhments 
on ſeveral Caciques, and all their Subjects, who too 
imprudently depended on the good words and pro- 
miſes the Spaniards made *em : And this after they 


' had given *em incredible Sums of Gold, and many 


Emeralds. Theſe Preſents, tho ſo valuable, could 
not ſoften their obdurate Hearts, and render 'em 
civil to their BenefaQtors. The Tortures to which 

| : PR 


_  andCrueltieiilh 
they. put the Indians were to make:*em bring yet 
more Gold and precious Stones ;.and'the ſame motive 
has induc'd *em to burn all the great Lords of the 
Country with a flow fires "A great multitude of 
Indians one day came to meet the Spaniards with a 
great deal of humility and-ſimplicity ;(as their man- 
ner is) to offer” em their ſervice, ſuppoſing them- 
ſelves ſafe 5 but while they were ſleeping without any 
apprehenſion of danger; being faint and® weary, 
a Spaniſh:Captain commanded his men to maffacre 
*em all, which was accordingly executed. This 
was done to ſtrike the whole Country with terror 
and conſternation, and to fright the Inhabitants 
out of their Gold by the horror of ſo tragical a 
Spectacle: - The General made his Souldiers iwear 
how many Caciques and Indians each of *em had 
kild, and how many they had reſerv'd' alive for 
their Slaves; theſe he immediately order'd *em to 


bring out into the moſt publick place of their City, 


'| and made *7%em there cut. off. the heads of 4 or 500 
*| of theſe poor Creatures. Divers Witneſſes have 
- | depog'd that this Captain” order*d the hands and no- 
- ſes of many Indians both Men and Women to be cut 
ef off, and-exercis'd other unheard of Cruelties among 
ef em. Heſent into Bogata's Province to enquire who 
dy had ſncceeded that Prince, whom he had' ſo inhu- 
th manly put to death : The Men he ſent to make this 
| Diſcovery took as many Indians as they could.; ſuch 
th of 'em as could not tell the name of their late Prin- 
ts ce's Succeſſor, were barbarouſly abus'd, ſome of 'em 
had their Arms and Legs cut off; others were ex- 
pos'd to the fury of greedy Dogs, and ſoon torn in 
pieces by ?em. 

They fell upon a great number of Caciques and 
Indian Noblemen by a treacherous ſurprize in the 
middle of the Night, after they had aſſur'd *em they 
need not fear any affront or abyſe from them. - The 


innocent 
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96 ' A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
innocent Indians confiding in theſe fair promiſes, 
were come down out of the Mountains where they 
had hid themſelves, to lodg in the Cities, not ſuſ- 
pecting the ill deſign the Spaniards had againſt 'em : 
However theſe perfidious men ſurpriz'd *em, and 
cut. off the Hands and Arms of all they took, let- 
ting 'em know they were chaſtiz'd after this ſevere 
manner for not telling the name of their late Kings 
Succeſſor, Another time the General ſent a great par- 
ty of Soldiers into a City to make war with the In- 
habitants, becauſe they ſent him not a basket of Gold 
which he had demanded: they made theſe poor 
people ſuffer a thouſand Outrages,and maſlacred vaſt | 
numbers of *em. They inhumanly cut off the: no- 
ſes and hands both of Men and Women, and gave 
others to be devour'd by their Dogs, which were 
wont to be fed with human fleſh. 

The people of one of theſe Provinces, ſeeing 
5 or 6 of their Chiefs burnt to death with a ſlow 
fire, were frighted by this horrible ſight into the 
mountains. to ſhelter themſelves from the Spaniards 
they were about 5 or 6000: hereupon the Spaniſh 
Commander ſent a Company of Soldiers to purſue 
*em, and treat *em as Rebels. ?Tis hard to imagine 
by what right they aſſunv'd an Authority to puniſh 
people as rebels, that were free-born, and did not 
in the leaſt depend on %em. When the Spaniſh 
Soldiers were got into this Mountain, they fell on ' 
the poor Indians, who were naked and difarm'd, 
with a fury like that of Wolves and Lions,when they 
ſet upon a flock of Sheep to devour *%em ; ' till at 
length they were ſo ſpent and fatigu'd meerly with 
ſlaughtering theſe poor Creatures, that they were 
forc?d to give over a while to take breath ; after 
which they renew'd this Maſſacre with more vigour. 
And to cut ſhort their bloody work, they threw 


down the greateſt part of theſe Indians yy 
rom 
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Avis yu i'd on this barbarous E 
to w_ gre they-made a 
all the remote Corners of the Mountain, and - ok 
no.quarter to any they found ; thoſe they could catch 
Phe > nave arr or 7 wounds caſt 
pow wor ona top of the Mountain. Not did theſe 
ties ſatisfy *em, but they ſhut up divers Indj- 
2 both Men and/'Women, whom they had referv'd 
for Slaves; in a-houſe- cover'd: with ſtraw, which 
they ſet on fire and ſo confſin'd *em. They likewiſe 
went-to the: oy ot Cola, here they took -abun- 
dance- of People t- 15 or 20 of :their 
Great EP | they & : one _ tothe fary-of their 
Dogs,. which gy, **m; having firſt wi4 off the 
hands--and- feet -both of Men oe Women; and 
fix'd theſe fad Spoits. on Poles, that they might be 
ns t webs. view of all, and that the: dreadful 
{j nig | 


tion 
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> Rav: rage nod Gruelties: theſe blood y-minded 

Men exerciſed in this new Kingdomof Grenada areſo 
great; thatif the King of Spain dos not a ply a ſpee- 
dy remedy; and ext Jands to bo theip Free! e Avarice 
Wor vid thirſt of Gold, that whole Kingdom 
will ſoon be deſtroy'd, and the Land: lie uneal 
vated aild unimpfov'd, for want of Inhabitants. 
[n the {pace .of 2'or 3 years, ſince this. Kingdom 
has 'been'difeover'd, they have without the fear,of 
God or Man put the Inhabitants to death, without 
ahy emotion or- pity to ſee fo mycki human blood 
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pour'd out. - "There : are now ſtarce any Ththle to 
be found. there after all thelvMiieere). There are 
divers, fine-large Foie Ces a | 
Country: is called Pop »and-Cal *. and-is. 
50-leagues in.extent,. which they alſo-have ruined, 
and made as defolates wi hp rigs - Here 'they 
have ſo flaughter'd- the people, that this Once po- 
pulous Country. is now-quite deſtitute of Inhabitants. 
Thoſe that-come from: thence relate ſuch'terrible 
things of the Spaniards proceedings there, that one 
cart hear their dad Stories, without being, pierc'd 
with troublea mpaſſion ina; very ſenlible'man- 
ner. - In theſe Provinces they have ruin'd many fine 
Cities from one end to-t@ther.z ſo that the? now 
lie buried in their: own Aſhes; there are ſcarce any 
of: the ruins. of thoſe Cities to be ſeen, which once 
cantain'd above 2000 Houſes, In aword, this Coun- 
trywhich was. full. of Villages, Towns, and Cities | 
for the ſpace,.of 50 leagues,.is now ſo bare, that 
there's ſcarce any token remaining to ſignifie there 
ever were any ſuch buildings. 

Some. of the Spaniards came/from Peru into New 
Grenada and Popoyan, through the Province of Qui-. 
toniazothers of; 'em-came to Cali by 'the way of 
Carthagena and Vrabs, butall join®d ropethes to car-' 
ry.on the ſame deſign, ſpoiling a Country/of 500 
leagues in extent of-all its Riches, -and extirpating 
all. the Inhabitants, after. they had. plunder*d *em:./ * 
When this cruel War was an \the: Spaniards took 
ſome of: the Indians, whom. they had reſerved: for" 


Slayes, .into their ſervice, and caus'd the heads of ſe- 
veral of their Compani 


to terrify *em.; telling *emithey- muſt all expect to 
undergo the ſame fate, if they. did not ſerve *em 
faithfully. By the recital of ſuch barbarous-Attions 
as theſe, the Roaderahay eaſily. imagin how the Spa- 

niards behave themſelves towards the Indians in the 


ſeveral 


nians 70 be:cut off in their ſight, 


> 


information of 'their.othep:Villanies, which may be 


der 'em from preaching the Goſpel: to. theſe p bor 
Creatures who palſli nately elired it ; and x | 
they thought the Converſion of theſe People wodld 


ST As * 1 EC 


Dp e to accuſtom *m_. 


Ty. 0 Fr ib with. ies Arp they go, and 
barbarouſly. murder the oor-lndians, to feed theſe 


TVARF Curs 3a ;qvarir fleſh. chat yl Ay: ofie to T000- - 


they. ate had, they'a | to their ſuccels,. 
Sometimes one will ſay, Iam content, my Dogs have. 
kill'd about. a ſcore of *emiz. To that one would think 
they were ſpeaking of. Wolves or wild Boars. Can 
any thing be imagin'd that.'exceeds ſuch horrible, 
Cruelty .as this? And all-:thef Barbarities have bee 
prov'd and-averred by ſtrift Examinations made and 
produc'd before the Council of the Indies. 


But. I ſhall add no no-more, till I'ſhall receive farther 


expected, to be. yet greater.than thoſe 1 have men« 
tion'd, if greater can poſſibly he committed. . And 
that which 15 molt deplorable is, that the Spaniards 
take no care to ſheak to theſe people of the My- 
ſteries of qur. Religion; nor ſeem to regard 'em 
any more than Dogs. or wild Beaſts. 


ſtru& *em, whojn* have even perſecuted, and 
laid a thouſand ObſtraRtions, i in thei way, . to hin» 


de an Obſtacle to | their covetaus Deſigns. and: hin- 
der *em from \getting all'the Gold they defir'd. So 
that theſe miſerable peo 
kept in their former 1 gn 
God than thoſe of Wood, Stone or Copper 3 ves 


H 2 


feed "heir fierce | 


your *em. They car-. 


Nay they, 
have forbidden the: Monks and Miſſionaries to in-, 


ple have. boy induſtriouſly 
rance, and know noother - 
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 bgnified "deftre"to 
PET, leave to come over to 
0 Spain, to gives rC04 of the deplorable 
/ Colilrion of the Indians. | F bave been mov'd 
by the Zeal with which God. bas ; inſprd me for Souls re- 
uy earneſt ue is, that they - 
know therr Cregtor, "and ag Lie, wed 
" they may be ſav'd. Tepepd., 

pity Spain, . ny native Count 
rode I I ot We 
mes committed nia Is F - 
y 90 OF ng $9, the Xing md mf. 


Indian openly - "Tis true 


'em, bus the forms —__ are. at leaſt ſo 


that the People are proteted fromthe 244 
of ſuch as bave more power than t 

great hope our Illuſtrious Lord, Chi 

peror and King of Spain, who begi 

of the Tyranny and ill bthaviour the 

the Indians, will undertakPthe d pry "of - 


he miſe 


f $26 | GHry p 
of ig for the Salvation of bis Soul 

ſervation of the Church. Amen. ? 

A year: after the wricns. of. 
above ecited e were publiſh 
Madera ce 
Majeſty at WWelo1s 
year 1542. "which w 


) Keck; JT Duality and 
it th" ereat P 

berated hef impok ge ra Hep, 
3n IS'at th by the urrant- 

Ef the + HDR; ep Sly! divers Pro: 
were ratified and publiſh'd; Is 'which'ap- 
| rs 1 ff] & more conformable to the Riles of Chriltiz- 
N il ras 'mtch as-the Perſons who compos'd this 
fam Aſſembly had never been any way concern'd 
in th rages. > oa the Indians; they were' fuch 
as' = U els Wa! Pd their hands in their Blood, 
nor rea pd attyadva Intage by the immenſe Treaſures 
een” ken from *em with ſo much” Vio- 
Hence, -after the murder. of - incredible numbers 
of innocent People. For the Avarice and Cruelty 
of thoſe ; 0167 he: who firſt ſet foot in America have 
been the fatal Cauſes-of all the Miferies that new 


Worldhas undergon:. 
" Aﬀter the publication of t y Orders for 
regulating the-Aﬀairs' of the nd lie "th ie” ProteQors 
thoſe In, TY rafts, who'Þ » a7 Il [ ſome Credit 
ot” Covrt, ſeveral Precepts®to conſtitute 
rs to ſend; into divers P08 7 ns” of the Indres, 


For they "were much concern'd to ſee the courfe of 
_ their Violence likety to be ſtop'd, and their wonted 
Robberies and Extortions obſtructed: And thus 
they to whom the care' of ſuppreſſing theſe*Diſor- 
ders, and;preventing the farther Inſults of theſe 
Was committed, made” no conſcience of * 

th ity and Fidelity the 
"their Prince ; for they 
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__— of the © Piles Bk 
to dmg the Laws of thelyPrin 
n as. "theſe Judges came 
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s £6 'be of the ſame ſtamp 
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with whoſe prin any em. and:nent parti 
nor Man ; they" injmediatel pon ing's, Or 
ders, and laid alige the' Reverence doe to: ſo'gre; 
aPrince; and' Je ng will with 
Tyrants,. that they 
behav'd themſelves with a Cruelty beyo 
nation, and juſtified thoſe Villghtes which & 
ſent to puniſh. + ' 
So hy ſince the- year: hen 
Violence has been committe Per 
has not- been: heard''of either” ine; hs dies, or any 
other-part of the . World : Nos. they exercile 
their-Cruelty only on the Indity? - whom they have 
almoſt exterminated,. but are ſaffer'd by-the "juſt 
Judgment:.of Gad/to turn their "Arms one: agamſt 
another with great fury to their mutual deſtruction. 
Some of the People 'of this new World under the 
proteCQtion..of theſe Rebels, / were encourag'd ito re- 
fuſe Obedience-t -to the Emperor's Orders ;. By 
pretending. they were defirous/to-adureſs Petitions 
to his-Imperialt Maj , have ſaffer*d themſelves to 
be carried down t ſtream with-the teſt, agd have 
revolted too. For the Spaniards are not eaſily y per- 
ſwaded to ſurrender thoſe: Treaſures they have un- 
juſtly uſurped, or- to releaſe thoſe Indians whom 
they have inſlav'd. If they don't ſo often maſſacre 
'em, they increaſe the weight of their. Irons, and im- 
poſe Laws .on 'em more. and more unjuſt and rigo- 
rous. And the King with all his: Authority has not 
yet been able to ſtop the courſe of- theſe Miſchiefs, 
becauſe they are, generally/link'd together 1n- a Con- 
ares both ſmall andvgreat; and all of the 1i- 
I robbing.and ſpoiling more: of leſ{: 
ording - :ir-power, ſome more publickly, 
"others after a clandeſtine manner But that 
which yet further diſcovers the Boldneſs'and Inſo- 
lence of theſe Hypocrites is, that. _ il make 


H 4 pre- 


_ znied the Spa- 
ges a Joaraka, giving an ac- 
r AQ oy the various places through 

| Adiows in Letter being deſign'd-to 

er Papers, he that Baka: up'-the 

Frveral Pages of it which contain'd very 

1 and extraordinary things concerning the 
Adgtions of the Spaniards. This Fragment I ſend you 

He; Body of. the Letter, the beginning and end of 
which. are both wanting. ' However, ſeeing - that 
which it contains deſerves the notice of the Publick, 
pur dowp hp Drag 7 re hope'the view of it 
will Pre the ia moving you to: com- 
ate. the Cal - 6 thy Poor" Und as 1 
more-ample Relation I have given you 

prefore the done: And conſequently that-your woke 
ted Charity willexcite in: your Minds :an ardent de- 
fire to oppoſe and retify all thoſe Diſorders as much 

as in __ = 


The. aw 


Eo - The Captain- order'd theſe Indians to / 
s Ku chain'd. for Slaves, which was preſently done; 
and he rid away -with him- great numbers. of 

age Women 1N. CRalns: Fond d that the, whole 


< the ſabſitens ce of th cir Families, DE which s To q 
a + they. 


* and where any Wocep rms wo te hy: 

* were either his own Slaves, 'or'thoſe 
< diers, ſome of whom” had two or *three- han 
* Slaves-a Man, and others ; td. | 
< more -or: leſs Baggage 
© Theſe: Indians return | 
« withſach otderaas thy could - 
< And ia theſeE 
, committed; upon W 
< the ſame; inthe ravtn 

© their: Houſes wherever © cant 
© the- Stores of Corn-the:Indizns hs 
< their. ſpite the- motey: pow if alt this 
© been. too little, they,” killa their” Ca 
< the Snet and Marrow, having no « caſh 
. Fleſh; z only the Indians hr attend > the 

© in theſe Expeditions ate.the x char be 

© of their Rane. Dunes 
© lieved: what mn berv#*c 


untry. deſolats\ his: needleſs flaug her, 

« which brought ſuch- a Famine and*Miſery vport the 
k Inhabitants, that they died. f r. Food : 

© They belides carried-away-onfgfor: t Ppyipce ol 
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| Sy pnnda ICE : wins gre Scar- 
Ga, *: Sept bg *{of - Was 'worth' ten 


Quins, "He ga we. rin late to'brin 

SC rat all the-other Tho bring 

” erly " fallant to- their ſharez:and. to 

others: to: em as they pleas'd; which 

-. One Alphonſo-Sanchez carried with him 

© his Cacique; whoſe name was Nenuyta, with a hun- + 
© dredother: Indians and -their Wives: ' Peter Cobo 
* accompanied him. with-a hundred: and fifty Indians 
4 their Wives,” who-were- forc'd to'.drag their 
*.Chib enafter/em; for-fear they.ſhould periſh with 
lunger;. One: "Moran a Citizen of  Popayan carried 
Ve P ww with tm; and all the 
_—_— 


ney. ma þ i theſe Jada were the Subjefts.and 
allals of The King: of Hon as well as the (pers 


: x th ſuch-an Equipage as this our Gener; 4 

* the City.of Duitonia, to; gh-take poſſeſſion bf- that Þ 
4, which fell- to his lot. | He demanded of 

« the. Cacique five hundred: Men to; join his Forces, 

© which were. deliver'd» to him; with, divers other 

; . Pordane of- Nets: +, , Part of theſe niſravns he _ 
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« parted fi inci Or Cuitona, they carr 
© away Ben cs, land Indians; of whic 
« ſcarce twenty. came bi Ch "t6. their own 20Un! 
« for the extreme Fatigues.and ſcorching He they 
* endur'd in thoſe hot Countries ſoon cut em off. 
© The General having made Alphonſo Sanchez. Cap» 
* tain of a Company, this. Brute , meeting ſome 
* Women and Children 1n his way, loaded -with 
* Proviſions, and, waiting for him to preſent him 
* with what they had brought, maſſacred. *em. all 
* without, pity. In. this cruel Action, . a Spaniard 
{about. to kill an, Indian Woman. broke his 
-in two. the firſt blow he. gave her; at the 
« ſecond ſtroke he broke it again, Ft _at he had no- 
© thing but the Hilt left in his hand : £ which 
© is more ſurprizing is, that this 55-2 Woman 
© ceiv'd no, Wound by the blows.he gave her. Ano- 
« ther Souldier ſtriking an Indian Woman with a 
© large Dagper, had about three Inches of it broken 
« off at the firſt ſtroke, and. the whole Blad 
© to the Hilt at the ſecond. eo TOP 
* When, this, General, .of whom we hayebec 
ngs.parted from Quitqnia, he .cruellyep: 
$bands and” Wives one from anoth 
Nomen to the Indians that went 
| ing_the old Women to thoſe 
: that | remain'd in the | ity. One of. theſe Women 
* follow'd him with loud Cries when he went away, 
* and beg?d of. him;with abundance of Tears, that 
© he would not take away her Husband from' her, 
* telling him ſhe had the charge of three Children, 
Fand FAG be impoſlible tor kers to, provide tor 
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"Many of the neighboutin 
of. lie ſame Errand, a 


ts of Xamundia alonia, S0- 
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« peaceably in their” Houſes ;, af without any re- 

©rard to the Laws of Nations or of Hoſpitality,., " 
© took. away, all the Corn and” oittier Proviſions, . to- 
* gether with all the Gold" atU'Silver they had, bw, 
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Lord of y-hoped to put a ſtop to theſe 
V y:the bloody Rage of theſe Ty- 
©ge "Subjeas to "em with all ſorts 
© of r Preſents.” Soon. after this 


< they came to Lilia With all the Indians they had 
©taken, for they would not diſcharge one of *em. 
< They paſyd through Ted in'their way, and were 
© no ſooner arriv'd there, but” they fell ro pillagin 

© and maſſacring all they met with ; they exercis' 

© their uſual trade of ns their Houſes, they con- 
© ſury'd above a hundred of *em 1n one Village ; nor 
© did other Towns and Cities in the neighbouring 
* Country, which they call Twilicu:, fare any better. 
© When the Cacique at the head of a great company 
© of Indians came to meet *em, the Spanyh Com- 
© mander demanded Gold of him and his SubjeRts : 
© they told him they" had. no great quantity, but 
© would readily give him all they had; and accor- 
< dingly brought him that little they had got toge- 
<ther. Upon which he deliver'd a kind of Receipt 
<fign'd with his own hand to each of *em, which was 
© to ſerve for a token by which to diſtinguiſh thoſe 


© that had-given him Gold from the reſt; adding, 


©that whoever had not this Receipt ſhould be ex- 
©pog?d to the Dogs to. be devour'd by 'em. The 
© poor Creatures terrified by theſe Menaces,” brought 
«Fim all the Gold they had in very great haſte; and 
© thoſe that had none were fain to retire into the 
© Mountains, or into other Cities to ſave their Lives ; 


- © and thus the Country was depriv'd of the greateſt 


© part of its Inhabitants. © A little after he. order'd 
© the Cacique to ſend two Indians to the City of 
© Agua, to ſignify that he requir®d the Inhabitants to 
* meet him, which they might do with ſafety, and 
© to bring with them all the Gold they could. After 
© he had diſpatch'd this Order, he went to another 
* City, and the ſame night ſent a party of Spaniards 
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© to ſeize Coins of  theiPev 

© brought hinia hundred-Men-ani the d! 

« following, of which- he" Fahy the moſt robuſt - 

© and luſty, whom hethonghr fit- D Uiuy ar t Bu 

© dens, for himſelf and' his Sou "mn: 
ung Children to 


© of ?em in Chains, givin yo 
© the Caciqus of Tulilieu;te at in whoſe Houſe'their 
: Skins fill'd with Aſhevare Nall to be ſeen; Aﬀeer 
© this Expedition' he went toward. the Provinces of 
* Calili, where he join'd 'Captain John © Ampudia, 
© who was gone another way to make' a/ further 
« diſcovery:”\\ Theſe two Commanders left great. 
« marks of their Cruelty in'all the Provinces through 
© which they. paſgd.-+ 4nipudia happen'd ' to come 
© to a certain City, the overtaken which, whoſe 
© name was Bitacon, had made deep works under 
© ground tO hinder; the approach of an' Enemy : 
© Two of ithe Spaniards Horſes, that-of one Antony 
© Redondon, and that of Marc Marques, fell into theſe 
© 'Traps, and-the latter of *em dy'd with' the fall, 
© but: the other eſcap'd+the danger. However! this 
* ſmall loſs" by the Stratagem of the Indiays fo*pro- 
© vok*d this. Captain, that he order'd his Men'"to_ 
© take all of: ?*em they could light on, which was 
«© about. three: hundred,*and: to caſt 'em into theſe 
© Pits ; beſides this they fir'd a hundred © Honſes. 
© From hence they carne to a'very great and populous 
City, here they had -no Interpreter by whom! 
© converſe with theſe Indians : ; however they maſſa- 
* cred: abundance of -*em with their Swords and 
' ' Lances, As ſoon as theſe two Commanders met 
* one another again after all theſe Expeditions, Am- 
" pudia gave the other'a relation of what he did at 
© Bitaconia, and told him how many Tndians he had 
© caft into the Pits that were/made at the entrahce 
* of the City, while- the other applauded all he had 
* done, telling him he had reaſon to ſerve *em after 


* that 


12nne : And added, that for his part he had © 

oy.d ab f ed Indians near the Ri- 

; "Then waters-t Province of Quito- 

lk ; Tyrants made War upon all 

ame time, They both after 

A ow Pr gaces EE rncna and 

ey leit-ever tokens of 

c FL ny Barbarity and Fury.  One- Francis Garcia, 

© whom they ſent out to pillage the Country, treated 

ple with abundance of Inſolence, till he 

6 reduc'd 'em. to extreme Indigence and Miſery. 

* The Indians came to him by couples, making 

$ to deſire Peace for the whole Country, pro- 

«ling to. give the Spaniards-all they ſhould de- 

© mand, and to deliver up their Gold, and their 

« Wives too, provided - they would: give 'em their 

© Lives; but receiv'd -no- other Anſwer./from this 

* cruel Garcia, but that. they. muſt be gone, for he 

had drank too much, and was now: in no condition 

© to. conſider, of what. they, ſaid. He: enter'd their 

Country. full of Fury, - 3, running through the 

WY | £% QviInce, Put it all under Military Execu- 

"Lion, . robbing, and ſpoiling, and maſlacring the 

<  Iakabirags withonat mercy : he carried away 

ta thouſand . of. the People with him, who were 

ut. in Chains, and dy'd under the rigor of their 

© crue Bondage : And. before he left this Country 
he.pur fifty more to-a violent Death. | 

After he had. fill'd- this Province with: miſery 

© 2nd horror, he paſfed-into the Province of Calil.. 

; * When.any of the Indians that carried his Baggage 

| «* fainted with. wearbofh and; felli under: their Bur- 

« dens. in. the--way, FW. kilFd-?em on the ſpot, . to 

© terrify the. halt ve theſe bloody; Attions,  that:none 

© of *em. might dare-to- cons themſelves fick' to 

© pet. rid of their Burdens.and Labours. And+thus 

: FREY were all deſtroy'd by. degrees ; for par tly be- 


© cauſe 
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© cauſe they were not ſufficiently look'd after, and 
© partly becauſe unreaſonable Labour was exacted of 
© *em, there was not ſo much as one of all thoſe Indi- 
© ans left alive, which they brought from Quitonia, 
* Paſtonia, Quilla, Cangapatra, Popaya, Lilia, Calicia, 
*and Anzerma. As the Spaniards return'd, they 
* paſt through a great City, where they put moſt 
© of the Inhabitants to the Sword, and carried away 
© 300 Priſoners, whom they inflav'd according to 
* their uſual manner. 

© The General ſent John Ampudia, when they 
© were in the Province of Zia, with a conſiderable 
* Party of Soldiers into thoſe parts of the Country 
© moſt inhabited, to take as many Indians as he could 
* to carry the Baggage ; becauſe not one of that num=- 
© ber they brought from Anzerma and Alla, which 
* amounted to about 1000 Men, was able to endure 
* the Fatigue, but all died in the way. They here 
* took as many as they had occaſion for to carry their 
* Baggage, and the reſt were left to the diſcretion 
© of the Soldiers, who put *em in Chains, and kept 
**em till they were ſtarv'd ; ſo that this Country 
* was quite unpeopled, neither Spaniards nor Indians 
© being now to be found in it. After all theſe Ra- 
| © vages, they advanc'd toward Popaya, leaving 
* Martin d' Aquirra by the way, he being unable to 
* follow the reſt. As ſoon as they arriv'd at Popaya, 
* they fornvd a Garifon in the City, and treated the 
* Inhabitants with the ſame Inſolence and Violence 
* they had us'd in all other parts of the Country where 
* they had made their Progreſs. Here they coined 
* Money with the King's Image and Arms upon it ; 
* they ſtamp'd all the Gold they had, as well as 
* that which Joby d' Ampudia had got by his Rob- 
* beries, * after this manner. All this Gold was 
* melted by the General's Order, without keeping 
"any Account of it, or paying any of the Soldiers, 

| ; 5 unleſs 
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* unleſs-1t were ſuch as had loſt their Horſes; {6 


© that he kept almoſt all the Gold for his own private 
© uſe. He pretended indeed to take the 5th part of 


"© it, which is the King's due, and to go to Cuzco to 


© give an Account of it to his Majeſty's Intendent ; 
© but took arother way, and return'd into. the Pro- 
© vince of ©uztonra, taking up many Indians as he went, 
© who all died under the heavy Yoke of their ſlavery. 


© He atterwards eftac?d. the King's Image, which he 
© had ſtamp'd upon this new Money. And 'tis re- 


* markable concerning this Man, that he could not 
© but reflect on all the miſchief he had-done, and on 
© the Cruelties he had committed ; for he was wont 
© to ſay of himſelf, Whoever ſhall come into theſe 
© Provinces 5o years hence, and be told what kind 
© of life I led here, will ſay, Such a Tyrant went this 
* way, and bere are everlaſting marks of his Violence 


© and Cruelty. 


© It is not to be concea['d from Your Highneſs, that 
© the reſt of the Spaniards who came into the Indies 
© after him, have endeavour? to tread in his ſteps, 


< and have exaRly follow'd the Example he ſet *em ; 


© for. they have committed the ſame Injuſtice and 


--* Villany, and fo they ſtill continue todo. 


Among the other Remedies propos'd by the Lord 
Bartholomew de Las-Caſas in the Aſſembly of Prelats 
and Learned Men whom the King calFd together at 
Valladolid, to reform the Afﬀeairs of the Indies, in 


the year 1542, he adviſes, That the King of Spain 


ſhould take the Indians under his prote&ion, and 
confider 'em as his lawful Subje&ts, that by this 
means they may be ſhelter'd and” guarded from the 
continual Tyranny and Inſolence of their Enemies, 
and not be utterly extirpated by Maſſacres, which 
have bin ſo often committed with Impunity. For as 


fruitful and populous as this New World has bych, 
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It will ſoon be laid entirely waſte, and turn'd into a 


barren Deſert, if the Spaniards be ſtill ſuffer to 


root out the Inhabitants, as they have hitherto 
done. | 


The Words of the Biſhop on this Subje& are as 
follows : BY: 00 


The moſt-proper and beſt Expedient, and which is 
of great importance for your Majeſty's Intereſt;with- 
out which all others will be fruitleſs, is,that your Ma- 
jeſty ſend expreſs Orders to all your Courts and Tris 
bunals in- the Zadies, to receive all the Indians, both 
thoſe that have been already ſubjugated, and thoſe 
that ſhall be conquer*d for time to come,into the num- 
ber of your free Subjeas, that all the Provinces they 
inhabit be united to the Kingdoms of Caſtile and 
Leon, and that all the Inhabitants be incorporated 
as your own People, ſo that they ſhall not be capa- 
ble of being inſlaved by any Spaniard ; and that this 
Law and Order be inviolably obſerv'd: that for the 
future theſe new Provinces may not be diſmember'd 
and alienated from the Crown of Spain, under any 
pretext whatſoever, tho never ſo great neceſlity 
ſhould be pretended ; and never fo preſling inter- 
ceſſlion be made with your Majeſty to obtain the Ti- 
tle of a particular Soveraignty for any one : That 


all the world may know that the Government 
of thoſe Provinces that are fubdued in 'the' In= 


dies, Is inſeparably united to your Majeſty's Crown, 
and z# part of your Property. That to confirm this 
Conſtitution the better, and to render- it the more 
folemn and inviolable, your Majeſty would pleaſe to 
take an Oath upon the Holy Goſpel, on your Crown, 
and all that is moſt ſacred, in the form and manner 


Princes are wont to do on fuch Occaſions, that you 


Will never revoke this Edit; and that your Succeſ- 
ah 5 {ors 
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ſors be oblig'd to take the ſame Oath : And that your 
Majeſty take care to make it one expreſs Article, of 
your laſt Will and Teſtament to engage your Succeſ- 
fors to obſerve this Law, and to make others ob- 
ſerve it, as much: as lies in their Power. 

Divers reaſons are afterwards produc'd. to ſhew 
that this Policy is of abſolute neceſlity for the Pre- 
ſervation of America, and.to hinder the utter Extir- 
pation of the Indians: 

The inſatiable Covetouſneſs of the}Spaniards, who 
mind nothing but to amaſs together heaps of Trea- 
ſure, makes 'em unwilling to ſuffer any Prieſt or 
Monk to come into thoſe Cities where they are 
Maſters, for fear their worldly Intereſt ſhould receive. 
conſiderable damage by that ſort of Men ; becauſe 
(they ſay) it makes the Indians idle, toaſlemble em 
(as they do) to inſtru& ?em in the matters; of Reli- 
gion ; for all the time they take up to pre: ch, to 'erm, 
they detain 'em from the Work impoſed on .'em. 
Sometimes when the poor Indians have been aſſem- 
bled for their inſtruction in Chriſtianity, the Spani- 
ards have inſfolently accoſted *em with Cudgels in 
their hands; - taking, ſuch a number of em as they 
think fit, to carry their Baggage or any ſuch like Ser- 
vice ; andif they are unwilling to obey, they force 
_ *em to it with Blows in the fſrght of all the reſt, 
and in the'preſence of the Monks that inſtruct *em ; 
which .is a great Scandal to our Religion, and a 
mighty Obſtacle to. their Converſion, who are 
ſtrangely terrified and hinder'd, in theſe pious Exer- 
Ciſes as well, as the Monks that preach to *em, by ' 
this 4ll uſage. | 

Another Inconvenience the Spaniards pretend they 
receive from theſe Inſtru&tions, is, that when the In- 
dians are converted and plac'd in the number of Chri- 
. Mans, they grow proud and inſolent, thinking bet- 
ter of themſclves than they are,and refuſe-to FO i 
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hard as they did before, For the Spaniards are very 
ambitious to command the Indians a$their abſolute 
Slaves, and, to be obey'd, reſpeded, and even. a- 
dor'd by *em ; and therefore omit nothing that may 
hinder them from becoming Chriſtians. | 
Sometimes 3 or 4 Towns or Villages are given 
up to the diſpoſal of a certaig number of Spaniards, 
and the Inhabitants diſtributed among 'em, to ſome 
more, to others fewer ; andmt often happens that 
a Woman falls to one Man's tharez whoſe Husband 
falls to the Lot of another, and their Children to 
a third ; ſo that they divide theſe” miſerable Fami- 
lies like Flocks of Sheep. They employ em in all 
ſorts of ſervice, as to manure the ground, to work 
in the Mines,, and to carry Burdens in Journeys of 


50 or 60 Leagues. And their Maſters ſo conſtantly 
exa@ the hard. Tasks of Work they ſet*em, that the 
poor Wretches have not time to attend the Inſtructi- 
ons of the. Divine: Word, and to learn the Rules of 


y. Theſe People, tho free, have been 
made Slaves, and the greateſt part of *em deſtroy'd. 
Parents and Children have been fſlaughter'd toge- 
ther ; Villages and Cities entirely ruin'd, and not 
a Houſe left ſtanding. And the Spaniards have no 
more regard: to their Salvation, ti.2n-it their Souls 
and Bodies died together, and were uncapable of 
eternal Rewards or Puniſhments. 
The Spaniards undoubtedly have an Obligation of 
Duty upon *em to inſtru&t them in the Doctrine of 
Chriſt ; but-they axe -{o ignorant themſelves, that 
'tis not much to bEwonder'd at, if they take no care 
toinform others. I knew one Jobs Colmenero inthe 
Iſle of $t, Martha, as dull, as ignorant and whimli- 
cal a fellow as one ſhould meet with, to whom the 
care of inſtructing the Indians in a great City was 


committed, tho he ſcarce. knew how to make the ; ,- 


ſign of the Croſs ; and when he was examined -about 
I 3 the 
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the courſe he took to inſtrut the Indians, conld 
make no other anſwer, but that he taught*em to ſa 
Per fignin ſanfin Cruces. By which one may able 
ſs at the profound Underſtanding of _ Man. 
And how indeed is it poſſible for the Spaniards to 
mat the Indiavs Chriſtianity, and-to inform *em 
at is neceſſary to: Salvation, when the moſt no- 
fed'Spaniſh EY and fuch as make the greateſt fi- 
gure inthe I po ſearce know how many - Com- 
mandmeats there*are? For they go into America 
only*o gratify. their inſatiable Covetouſneſs. They 
are generally given to all ſorts of Vices ; and ſo im- 
modeſt, voluptuous and effeminate, that if a juſt 
mpariſon x ere. made between them and the js 
ans, theſe latter would be found ,to; have mnch 
more Virtue and Honeſty : For as. "a: rant and bar- 
barous as they be, hide are content withwne Wife 
according to the aws of Nature, - $a nece ſary help 
t6em'; whereas the Spaniards la af aſide All reſpect to 
the will of their Maker, and take 14 or r15 Women, | 
or as many as they#Þpleaſe, to Carisfy their brutiſh 
Paſſions, how oppoſite ſoever this Plurality of Wives 
is to the Law of God. "The Indians ſcarce know what 
zke-away one another's Goods, and live in-- 
y bytheir Neighbours, without offering em 
any Violence*or- Oppreſſion. And what thoughts 
muſt ſuch People as theſe have of thoſe that. call 
themſelves Chriſtians, when they ſee *em commit 
all manner of Crimes and Villanies 3 when they 


ſee *em guilty of ſo much Injulfice and Treachery, 
and in a word, of all the A dal 1 

men that are left of God, and: have no principle of 
honour or conſcience ca be:capable ? This makes 
many Indians langh 4 e God: we worſhip, and 
zerfiſt obſtinatel Y ja. i Incredulity. Thay be- 
Heve the God of the Chriſtians to be the worſt of 


Gods, becauſe his Worhippers are the worſt of 
Men. 
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As for your Majeſty, they think youarethe moſt 
crvel and impious-Prince inthe Worlq, while they 
ſee the'Cruelty and Impiety-your Subjects for info- 
lently commit.z; and they verily believe your Majes 
ſty lives upon nothing but human tieſh-and blootÞ 
Probably this account may very much ſurprize your 
Majeſty, who perhaps, have not yet receiv'd? 
cient information about theſe, matters ; but this 
nion is of long ſtanding, *and>become inveterate 
among em. I could produce a great many Inſtances; 
of which I have been an Eye-witneſs, to convince 
you of the Truth of it; but I am afraid of making 
your Majeſty too uneaſy, and of filligg the Reader's 
mind with too much-horror, by reciting ſuch extra- 
ordinary and unparallePd Stories, which may give 
a juſt occaſion of Wonder, that God has fo long 
defer'd to-inflit ſome exemplary and terrible Judg- 
ment upon; Spain, to puniſh all-the Abominations 
the "Spaniards have committed in the Indies. '/The 
Pretence of ſubjecting the Indians "to: the Govern- 
ment of Spain, is only made to-caxry on the: devign 
of ſubj jugating 'em to the Dominionof private Men, 
who make *em all their Slaves. One Spaniard who 
has the Government of a Town or City, does more 
miſchief by his vitions and ſcandalous Example, 
than a hundred Prieſts and: Monks can/do good:in en- 
deavouring to advance” Chriſtianity -by all their 
Piety, and the exemplary'SandGity of their Lives. 

When the Spaniards have the Government of any 
place committed,/to *em, or have any perſonal con- 
cern, or ſpecial intereſt init, they'l be fure tovop- 
preſs and haraſs the poor Indians, and offer *emall 
the Abuſes that can be, And tis now become almoſt 

poſſible tor your Majeſty or your Miniſters toſto 
the Courſe of theſe Oppreſſions,. and regulate theſe 
Diſorders ; for the Spaniards terrify the Indians by 
their threatnines, and ſometimes kill *em to prevent. 
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their complaints againſt *em:: and of this kind of 
Cruelty we have many Inſtances : So that the poor 
Indians are continually. moleſted and: haraſſed, with- 
out any calm Intervals in which to compoſe- their 
Minds, and therefore are not -capable of applying 
their Thoughts to thes conſideration of Divine 
things. Their whole Life js ſpent in Sorrow and 

\nguiſh under their Perſecutions and, Torments. 

"ms makes *emi mortally hate your Majeſty, and 
abhor the Chriſtian: Religion ; for,they can't but 
think you impoſe-a ſevere Yoke on 'em with intole- 
rable Tyranny, that. you are the moſt covetous 
Prince upon Earth, and thar therefore they ought 
to leave no ſtone unturn'd to get clear of your Go- 
vernment. The deſpair under which they lie, occa- 
ſions ?em to belch out a thouſand Curſes againſt our 
God, attributing all the Miſeries they ſuffer to him, 
whom they accuſe of Blindneſs, Injuſtice, and want 
of Compaſlion, for not puniſhing the Outrages com- 
_ mitted againſt 'em under the pretence of obliging 
*em to embrace his Religion, and for not chaſtifing 
the Impiety of ſuch as make a boaſt of being his 
Servants, while they are guilty of the higheſt Abo- 
minations.. ' This inflames their Zeal towards their 
falſe Gods, which they ſay are much--better than 
ours, who has brought all manner of Miſeries upon 
*em;: whereas their own were the Authors of all 
kinds of Bleſlings. 

We ſhall make it evidently appear to.your Ma- 
jeſty., that, the Spaniards in about eight and thirty or. . 
forty years have unjuſtly put to death above twelve - 
Millions of your Subjets; and what"an incredible 
damage muſt your Majeſty have farther ſuſtain'd by 
theſe Maſſacresy-as.they bave hinder'd all theſe Peo- 
ple from multiplying, who would have amounted to 
an infinite: number, the People of this new World 


r, 
| being! very fruitful, and the Climat generally ve- 
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ry temperate and pleaſant, and conſequently yer 
2 er fir Generation ? The Spaniards have mAllS- 
cred and deſtroy'd 'all theſe Nations, to poſſeſs 
themſelves of their Country, {and to uſurp the Go- 
yernment of it,'ſo as to have it entirely at their 
diſpoſal. And how injuſt foever thoſe Wars have 
been which they have made upon the Indians, if the 
poor Creatures put themſelves in a poſttre of De- 
fence, they cruelly cut their throats without any 
diſtinftion of Quality, Sex or Age : Such as eſcape 
their Fury they reſerve for Slaves,” many of. whom 
they condemn to the Gold or Silver Mines, others 
they yoke together like Beaſts to make *em carry 
vaſt Burdens. They dowt much concern themſelves 
whether the Indians live or die, provided they reap 
ſome advantage by their Labour, and heap up Gold 
at any rate in the World. I paſs over in ſilence a 
great many of the Torments theſe poor People have 
been made to endure on all occaſions. If any ſhall 
attempt to perſwade your Majeſty of the contrary, 
wel undertake to prove what Violence the Spa» 
niards have ugd among the Indians by invincible and 
undoubted Evidence: And ſhall not fcruple to fay, 
that whoever take upon em to deny. the truth of 
theſe matters, haye in all appearance partaken of 
thoſe Robberies, or at leaſt hope to have a ſhare of 
'm one fime or other. For what ſhew of proba- 
bility is there in ſaying the Contagion of the Air 
has ſo entirely deſtroy'd the People of a;Country of 
2500 Leagues extent, that there's ſcarce'a Man to 
be found ? kJ 
The Spamiards, who know no other God but. their 
Intereſt, have ſullied theReputation of the poor Þ1d;- 
ans with the moſt odious Stain that'can be imagin'd, 
in accuſing em of being addicted-to an infamous, 
and abominable Sin againſt Nature; a Calumny as 
ill contriv'd as *tis unjuſt. For that Crime has Dover 
| cen 
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en, heard of: in the Iflands of. Hiſpaniola, St. John, 


Cuba, 3nd Jamaica, which haye been;very populous, 
This I can ſpeak” with aſſurance, as knowing it to be 
true, becauſe I took caxe to.inform my {elf of it 
as ſoon as L.came aſhore in the new World. Nor 
iS it ſo muchias known whatihbis Vice is-in all Pers - 
not one Man has ever been found guilty of- it in the 
whole Kingdom. of Yucatan; and the like 'may be 
aſſerted in'general of other Countries of America - 
Only "tis ſaid, that in ſome very remote parts of 
it there are ſome People addiQed to this monſtrous 
Crime : But 1s it reaſonable for this to accuſe the 
whole new World, and to caſt an everlaſting Re- 
proach on ſo many different Nations ? We muſt ſay 
the ſame of another Enormity charg'd upon the I[n- 
dians, namely their eating of Human Fleſh. There 
are indeed in_ſome particular places a fort of Men 
ſo barbarous that they eat their own kind ; but 'tis 
very injuſt to take occaſion from this to report the 
ſame of all America in general. Another pretence 
the Spaniards uſe, by which to juſtify their ill Carriage 
towards. the Indians, is their Idvlatry ;, as if it did 
pat belong. to God rather than to them, to. puniſh 
thofe that offend him by ſuch abominable Worſhip 
when he ſees mect. 685+ "7" BIEE 

clides, the Lands and Territories they-poſlſeſs are 
not under the Juriſdiction of the Spaniards, nor are 
the Indians oblig*d to own any other Governors than 
their lawful and naturalSoveraigns. Our Anceſtors 
before | they were inſtructed in the Dodrine of - 
Chriſtianity, were buried 1n the. groſs: darkneſs of 
Idolatry as well as the Indians.: And before the 
coming'of Chriſt,,all the. Nations of the World ih 
general were u11ky © that rime. But that which 
evidently proves. the. Minds of the Indians to be ve- 
ry ſuſceptible. of our Religion, . is the Mildneſs, Hu- 
mility and Courteſy they at firſt expreſs'd to the 
: Spanie 
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and Cruelties in the WeſteIndies, 193 
Spaniards, and the patience wherewith they have 
ſince undergone their Cruelties. 
'Tis a moſt inexcuſable piece- 
the Spaniards, that they have 
Obſtructions' they could, ang#that delibgrately, to 
hinder the Indians from racing the Fhriftian 
Faith z they have driven away all the Menks that 
came into the Indies to preach the Goſpel, trom thoſe 
places where they had power enough to do it, be- 
cauſe they .did not care theſe Religious Perſons 
ſhould be Witneſſes of the Tyranny and Cruelty 
they exercis'd on the poor People. They have even 
debauch'd the Indians by the ill Example they have 
ſet *em, and taught "em a great many Vires they 
never heard of before they converſed with the 
Spaniards, Such as Oaths and Blaſphemies againft the 
Name of Chriſt, the Pra&ice of Extortion, Lying, 
and many 'other Sins that ſeem*d oppoſite to the 
ſweet and peaceable Temper of theſe People : So 
that to leave tneſe poor Indians undertheir Govern- 
mentz-1s viſibly to'expoſe *em to utter Deſtrufion, 
and to make *em miſerable bothrin'Soul and Body. 
King Ferdinando was ſo far impos?d on'Þ 
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' Wickedneſs ip" 
' made _uſfe' of all F 


'the At- 

tifices of ſome ſelf-intereſted Men, as to give Jem. 
leave to. tranſport the Inhabitanrts-of "the Zyctty- 

Iſlands Into #i/paniola + theſe People Were forc'd out 
of their\Hovſes, and out of their Country, 1n'pur- 
ſuance of this Grant, which 'was ſubtilyobtain'd, 
and occaſion'd the 'deſtru@ton of. aboye:athundred 
thouſand People; fo that there now _remam 'but 
eleven of *em in fifty Hands, ſome of which are 
bigger than the Canaries, that were well ftor*'d with 
People. And this I can afhrm on 'my own Know- 
ledg, if your Majeſty could have ſeen the Ravages 
and Maſlacres that have been'tommitted inthe” Zucay 
Iſlands, you would have' been plerc'd with the mo! 


lively ſentiments of Compaſſion ; and then 1 fhould 
have 


af 
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have beenafraid to incommode your Majeſty by re- 
viving the memory of that Tyranny, in giving an 
exact Recital of S We have taken-notice above of 
the injuſt Wars the Spaxiards formerly rais'd againſt 
the Indians,, we have ſhewn how they maſſacred *em 
againſt all'Law and Equity, how cruelly they de- 
priv*d em. of , their Children, their Parents, and 
Friends; how they have laid waſte one of the fineſt 
Countries.in the World, and render'd it in a man- 
ner deſtitute of; Inhabitants. This Barbarity makes 
the Earth groan, the Angels lament theſe Miſeries : 
And God himſelf has given us to know by the Judg- 
ments he has inflicted, on us, how much theſe injuſt 
and violent Actions diſpleaſe him. 

The Spaniards have taken from the -Indians all 
they had ;, they make. *em work till they ſpit Blood, 
they expoſe *em to all ſorts of Hardſhips, and ex- 
a& intolerable Tasks of *em 3 and, which is yet more 
horrible, after all. they load *em with heavy Blows, 
beating, whipping and tormenting em with the ut- 
moſt Cruelty. To give'up the Indians to the Go- 
vernment and Tyranny of theſe Men, is as great a 
madneſs, as to give Children into the hands of Men 
K 9 are acted by a raging Phrenzy, .and have 
yes and Daggers ready in theirhands to cut their 

hroats; or to ſacrifice Men to the fury. of their 
ſworn Enemies, who have long entertain'd the deſire 
of Revenge, and form'd a deſign to murder/em ; or 
to expoſe a young beautiful Virgin to the Diſcretion 
of an impudent Raviſher. Whoin ſuch a conjuncture, - 
without the. interpoſition of ſpecial Grace, would 
abandon himſelf to the Condu&t of his Paſſions ? 
In a word, it would be the ſame thing as to give 'em 
up to ſo many wild Bulls, Wolves, Lions and Tigers, 
when inrag*d with preſſing Hunger : for all the Pro- 
hibitions that ſhould be given theſe wild Beaſts not 
to touch ſuch as are expos'd to their fury, "Oe 
ave 
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have juſt the ſame effe& to'prevent *em from being 
devour'd, as any Charge that can be given the Spa- 
niards to hinder *em from murderi ing the DR - 

' Poſſeſs themſelves of their Gold 'and Silver. : 

dare aſſure your Majeſty after the long ovation 
we have made of theſe matters, that if your Ma- 
jeſty ſhould order a Gibbet-to be ſet up; at every 
Spantard's door, and ſhould ſwear upon your Crown, 
that you would cauſe every Man to be hang'd that 
ſhould kill or offer any conſiderable Injury to: the 
Indians to get their Riches; this would not be an 
effectual Remedy to theſe Diſorders, if your Ma- 
jelty gave 'em any Authority or Power | over 
'em either directly or indiretly. The fame occa- 
ſions of doing miſchief would ſtill preſent, and 
defeat all the Prohibitions that could be made, and 
all the Puniſhments that could be us'd to. terrify 
'em. 

Nor are the poor Indians expos'd only to be made 
Slayes by the Spaniards, but ſuffer abundance of Op- 
preſſion from a cruel Tyrant, that has the Govern- 
ment of each Town or City, who has a ſevere Eye 
over *em, to ſee how they acquit themſelves of 
their Labors, and perform the Tasks Iimpo&'d on em. 
His buſineſs is to plague and torment *em ſo ay 
different ways, that. their Sufferings are almoſt 
yond compariſon : ; he beats *em with Cudgels, fears 
their Fleſh with Whips, and cauſes burning 'droz 
of Fat to be diſtild on their naked Bodies. He"1s 
continually exerciſing his" Invention in; contrivij 
new Tortures, he violates their Wives, takes away 
their Turkeys, which they count one of their great- 
eſt Treaſures ;' theſe Fowls ſerve him to ans Pre- 
ſents to the General, who is ſuperior to all. theſe 
petty Tyrants. But is impoſſible to give a parti- 
cular deſcription of all the Puniſhments theſe poor 
Wretches endure; apd after all to ſtop their Com- 
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laintsy they threaten to accuſe *em of-Idolatry, 
Fhus the poor Indians are ſubject to the Authority 
of ſeveral different Powers, to your Majeſty, to their 
Cacique, and rogehe Spaniſh Governor, beſides twen- 
ty other little Tyrants, deſtitute of Reaſon, Honor 
and Conſcience, who commit all forts of Ontrages; 
and likewiſe the Moors whom the chief Tyrant em- 
ploys to rob and. oppreſs the poor Indians. 
— Tis much tobe fear'd that Almighty God will 
— make Spain feel. ſome extraordinary: marks of his 
Diſpleafure, and Indignation for theſe. enormous 
Crimes:.nay, there appear already ſome tokens of 
the Divine Anger againſt the Spani/bþ Nation, for 
the” Diſorders. and Devaſtations made by ſome in the 
new World : for tho God had laid up ſuch quanti- 
ties of Treaſure there, that it may be ſaid neither 
Solomon nor any other Prince ever poſleſs'd a ſtock 
of Gold and Silver comparable toxthat which the 
people of theſe vaſt Regions enjoy'd; yet they have 
in ſo pillag'd, that now there's little remaining. 
among *em: But that which.is more unaccountable 
is, that there's ſcarce any of that Silver now to be 
found, that was fo common in America when the 
"Spaniards firſt diſcover'd it. This makes every thing 
Extraordinary ſcarce there, ſo that the Spaniards are 
reduc'd to extreme Poverty,and Indigence. -_ 
"All the. while Zares govern'd the Indies, there'was 
Ho . more care taken to inſtil- the Principles of 
"Qhriſtianity into the poor Indians, and to. put et 
"he way of Salvation, 'than if they had no Souls 
-to fave..  ThisGeneral applied himſelf only to plan: 
der the great Cities, and would give 4 handred In- 
 thans to one Spaniard, and fifty to another, 4s. he 
had more. or leſs reſpe& for 'em. He made no 
diſtinftion of Age or Condition; but promiſcaouſly 
diſtributed old Men, and bigbellied Women; #s well 
as others, ' Perſons of Erminency and Ptiriees #5 el 
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eighty thouſand of *em"in' the Mines, who were all 


married Men, while their deſolate Wives were forc'd - 


to labor in” the Villages, in digging the ground, 
making Ditches, and throwing up Banks, a fort of 
work fit only for the ſtrongeſt 'Men, and'the rather 
becauſe they had neither Shovels nor other Inſtru- 
ments proper for their buſineſs. In 'other places 
they put ?em upon ſpinning and other works of that 
kind, which they found would turn to account ; and 
would ſometimes keep Husbands and Wives' from 
ſeeing one another a whole year together ; and when 
they.met after this long ſeparation, they were often 
ſo fatigued, and conſum'd with Hunger and Labor, 
that they were incapable of Multiplication. Some- 
times /the Children dy'd for want of Suſtenance, 
their Mothers Milk being exhauſted with hard La- 
bor and Hunger ; by this means. there dy'd ſeven 


thouſand Infants in the ſpace of three months in the , 


Ile of Cuba, of which I was an Eye-witnefs.. - Some 
of the Women" tranſported with deſpair ſtranghd 
their own' Children ; others that were with Child 
took poiſotons Herbs to deſtroy their Fruit. Thus 
the Men'dy'd with hardſhip in the Mines, and the 
Women 1n the Villages; ' ſo that the whole Country 
became deſert in a little time, becauſe the Wome, 
ceas'd to bring forth Children into the World. _. 
This Governor deliver'd up all the T#dians tothe 
Diſcretion of the Spaniards, and ſuffer d *em to treat 
'em with all the Rigor'and' Severity they. pleas'd, 
and to oppreſs 'em with the hardeſt Labor oY 
could. 
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could, They employ'd Men to chaſtiſe 'em that 
were more. ſavage and barbarous than Tygers, theſe 
ſcourg/d and beat *em moſt unmercifully, and gave 
them all the ill Treatment they could deviſe ; they 
wouldinever. diſcover the leaſt ſign of Kindneſs or 
Pity, but always ſhew'd themſelves auſtere and bar- 
barouſly cruel. It would be very inhuman to treat 
the Moors themſelves after this manner, tho they 
are {o very cruel to the Chriſtians, and do 'emall the 
miſchief -they can, when they have the Aſcendent 
over *em.. But the Indians are naturally . a good- 
humour'd, eaſy, peaceable, ſubmiſſive, and trattable 
ſort of People. Some of 'em have by the many 
Miſeries they ſufter'd, been driven to deſpair of any 
mitigation of 'em, and therefore fled into the Moun- 
tains, where they expected Death every moment. 
The Spaniards to hinder *em from flying after this 
manner, appointed a bloody Fellow to make- it his 
whole buſineſs to hunt out theſe Mdian Refugees up- | 
on the Mountains. The Governor beſides eſtabliſh'd 
a ſort of Officers in the Spani/h Cities of great Con- 
ſideration and Authority, whom he calPd Viſitors ; 
to each of theſe he gave a hundred Indians to ſerve 
him, beſides his ordinary Domeſticks, the better to 
ſupport his Dignity. He choſe ſuch to this Office 
as had fignaliz'd themſelves by their Cruelty. When 
the Alquazils preſented the Indians they found on the 
Mountains to theſe Viſitors, there were Perſons 
ſuborn'd and inſtruted to accuſe *em after this 
manner; This Indian 15 a lazy Dog, that fled into the 
Mountains to avoid Work, therefore I deſore be may 
be chaſtiz'd: as be deſerves. After the giving of 
this .Evidence, the Viſitor us'd to cauſe the poor 
Indian to be tied to a Stake, and beat with a tarr'd 
Rope, which the Seamen call a Salt-Eel, and indeed 
1s like a Rod of Iron, till the Blood would ſtart out 
in I know not how many parts of his Body, and the 

poor 
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poor-Creature would lie for dead upon the place. 
God is witneſs of all the Cruelties theſe miſerable 
Innocents have endur'd: *Tis not poſſible to re- 
count the hundredth part of what I have ſeen with 
my. own' Eyes. A man had need have a Body of 
Iron to undergo the Labor they endure! in getting 
Gold out of the Mines. They muſt delve and ſearc 

a thouſand times over in the bowels of the Moun- 
tains, till they dig *em down from top to bottom-; _ 
they muſt work the very Rocks hollow, After this 
the Gold muſt be waſl'd in ſome River, .and the 
poor Creatures that do this work muſt be perpe- 
tuaily in the Water, which gradually alters and 
ſpoils the Conſtitution of their Bodies; and if the 
Mines happen to be full of Water, they are forc'd 
to empty *em. That your Majeſty may the better 
judg of the.Labor and Toll they ſuffer in the Gold 
Mines, your Majeſty may pleaſe to conſider, that the 
Pagan Emperors accounted this the worſt and moſt 
intolerable Puniſhment to inflict on the Martyrs, 
next to Death it ſelf. The Indians are ſometimes 
kept a whole year in theſe Mines : but ſince the Spa- 
nards have obſery'd, that it kil}d moſt of em to 
keep *em there ſo long together, becauſe their Bo- 
dies were uncapable of ſuſtaining the Fatigues of 
ſuch a tedious and continual Labor, they refolv'd to 
make *em work only for the ſpace of five months 
ſucceſſively, and then to give *em a reſpite of, forty 
days, wherein they employ'd 'em in melting Gold. 
But this pretended Reſt did *em no great good, for 
they were not much leſs incommoded during this 
time than before, being employ'd in other ver 

troubleſom kinds of Work. The Indians dowt 
know what Holy-days are ; for they work as hard 
and as long on thoſe days as at other times. Nor 
have they a ſufficiency of Bread allow'd 'em; and 
what they have is a very ordinary fort, that has 
K not 
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not much#rength in it, being made of Roots and 
Caſſave;' ſo that if they dowt eat Fleſh or Fiſh with 
ir, it' yields very little Nonriſhment. They like- 
wiſe give *em a ſort of Pepper that grows in the 
Country, and looks much like a dry'd Grape. 
Thoſe Spaniards that pretend to keep#their Slaves 
extraordinary well, diſtribute a' Porker every 'week 
among fifty Indians, but he that preſides over 'em 
at the Mine' keeps one-half of* it for his ſhare, and 
gives them the other, which 1s bnt every one a bit. 
Some of 'the Spaniards are ſo wretchedly covetous, 
that they ſend their Slaves into the Fields and Motn- 
tains to feed upon what Fruit they can find, and 
then oblige *em to work two or three days without 
giving *em any thing to eat. Your Majeſty may 
eaſily imagine, that ſuch kind of Food can't poflibly 
ſuſtain their weak and languiſhing Bodies, that are 
continvally'enfeebled and exhanſted with hard La- 
bor; or that theſe poor Creatures that are mace- 
rated with all manner of Hardſhip and Fatigne, 
without any reſt, or relaxation of their Miſery, can 
- long under the preſſures of ſo cruel a Servi- 
tude, 

The abovemention'd Governor at laſt order 
they ſhould have Wages diſtributedamong 'em, v1, 
that three'* Blancs ſhould be given each of ?em to 
ſpend every two days, as the Reward of the hard 

' Labors they exacted of 'em. This was only to mock 
the poor Wretches, for this Mony would ſcarce 
buy *em the leaſt Trifle. But for many years they 
had nothing at all given em, yet this does not 
diſturb *em ſo much as want of Victuals; for there 
1s nothing in the world they' ſo much defire- as tc 
eat well, infomuch that if they could but fatisf 
themſelves with one good Meal, they would after 


ward 
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- \ | * "x" 


FT 
. 


[es in the WeftsIndies: +31 
| wards be content- to die. This Governor deprir'd 
'em of all the liberty they enjoy'd,; and ſuffer'd the 
Spaniards to inſlave *em, and treat *em as ſeverely 
R as they pleagd; and indeed the ill uſage they have 
J met with 1s beyond what the Mind of man can inia- 
» gine. They have not the liberty to diſpoſe-of any 
k thing they have : The condition of Beaſts is prefera- 
nl ble to theirs, for theſe are at leaſt ſometimes turn'd 
a looſe to fill their Bellies with Graſs in the fields; and 
tl Have a little eafe and liberty ; whereas the poor 
Indians have ſcarce any time of reſt allow'd *em, 
3.8 but are conſtrain'd to do whatever the covetous 
104 Spaniards command *emm, They lead *emyto work 
utfl like Beaſts of Burden rather than Men; -If at any 
time they give*em leave to go home to take a little 
Repoſe, they neither find their Wives nor Children 
there, nor any thing to eat, and have no other re- 
lief than to lay themſelves down and:die. The in- 
credible Fatigue they undergo wears *em out the 
ſooner, becauſe they are naturally of a weak and 
tender Conſtitution ; and when they are ſick and - 
faint, they are ſtill made to work without any Com- 
paſſion: nay, the Spanzards are fo ctuel as to beat 4; 
and abuſe *em when they are juſt ready to die, calling _ 
*em lazy Raſcals, as if they tefus'd to work, and ” Þ 
feign'd themſelves ſick, merely.out of Idtenefs. At 
laſt when they fee their 1Ilnefs increaſe to that de- 
gree, that they can expe& no more Service of *em, 
they ſend *em home, giving em ſix or ſeven great: 
Roots, almoſt like Turnips, with a ſmall quantity 
of Caſlave, to carry *em a journey of fifty or ſixty 
Leagues ; fo that they often miſerably languiſh and 
die before they have proceededifar or their way : 
we often found a great many-of '*em dead on the 
Roads, others we {oi ready to expire, and others 
by theit Groans and Sighs gave us to Jem 
their extfinic Hunger. gg hen the Governor ha 
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not a. ſufficient number of Men for the Works in 
the Mines, [he ſupplied the places of them that were 
releas'd by death, by caſting Lots for others, which 
method was obſerv'd once a year. 

When he enter*d into the Continent, he came 
like a ſweeping Judgment of God, or. as a Wolt 
among Sheep: He committed ſo many Robberies, 
Maſlacres and Cruelties, depopulated and deſtroy'd 
ſo many Towns and Cities, giving the Spanzards 1i- 

- berty to do what they pleas'd, that no Hiſtory can 
parallel his Barbarity : He robb'd both the King of 
Spain and his Subjefts, without being ever call'd to 
account for it; he left above forty Leagues of a 
very populous and fertil Country to the diſcretion 
or rather fury of his Soldiers: All that pleaſant 
Tract of Ground from Daria where he landed to 
Nicaraqua was reduc'd to the ntmoſt Deſolation 
ſo that five or ſix Millions. of Mony will not, re- 
pair the Damage done there. This vile and cruel 
Man abandon'd the Indians to the Tyranny of the 
Spaniards, which 'was the ſource and original Cauſe 
of all the Perſecutions under which thoſe poor Peo- 
ple have ſince: groawd, and of all the Devaſtations 
that America+ has ſuffer?d wherever the Spanzards 
have ſet their feet. This Contagion by degrees 
ſpread far and near; ſo that this General by let- 
ting looſe his Soldiers after this licentious manner, 
has occaſion'd the ruin of many. millions of Men, 
and the deſolation of divers great Kingdoms that 
were ſubjected to your Majeſty's Dominion. It we 
ſay the Spaniards have deſtroy'd ſeven Kingdoms 
bigger than that of Spam, we can ſpeak it with 
confidence, as knowing it to be true, . and having 
known the time when they were alld with mulrti- 
tudes of People, tho now ghere are ſcarce any to 
be found, the Spaniards having extirpated the Peo- 
ple of. theſe large Kingdoms, and left the Walls 
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and Houſes of the Towns and Cities without Inha- 
bitants. 

Your Majeſty has no fix*d and conſtant Revenne 
in the Indies; your Effects are'like Leaves, which 
when once they fall from the Trees appear no more 
till a year after. That the Spaniards are poſſeſs'd ; 
of the abſolute Government”of the Mdies is the ; 
true cauſe of this Diſorder for the number of the 
Indians every day decreafing, your Majeſty's Re- 
venues muſt neceſſarily receive a proportionable di- 
minution. 

The Kingdom of Spain is in great danger to be 
invaded by Foreign Nations, eſpecially by the Moors ' 
and Turks, who perhaps may one day be in a con- 
dition to deſtroy it: For God is a juſt Judg, and 
cannot look upon the Villanies and Oppreſſions, the 
Robberies and Murders of the Spaniards in the Indies, 
without indignation. All the Nations of this new 
World, who were created (as well as others) af- 
ter the likeneſs and image of God, and ran- 
ſom'd bythe precious Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, have 
been unjuſtly and cruelly tormented and perſecuted 
by *em; they have made horrible flaughters among 
'em to requite the many Kindneſſesthey heap'd on 
'em with all imaginable Freedom and Civility. And 
that which ſtill aggravates their Crimes the more, 
and muſt needs farther provoke the Divine Diſplea- 
ſure, is, that God had made choice of Spain to car- 
ry his bleſſed Gone into the dees, and to bring 
many populous Nations to the knowledg of himſelf; 
for which if they had fallen in with his Deſigns, he 
would, beſides thoſe eternal Rewards reſerv'd for 
'em, have given into their hands many good and 
fruitful Countries, abounding with Mines of Gold 
and Silver, Diamonds and other precious Stones 
and Pearls; in'a word, with all ſorts of temporal 
Bleſſings, beyond what any one can imagine, unleſs. 
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ſich as haye ſeen it with their own eyes. And *tis 
fo be remark” d that God uſually obſerves this Rule 
in the execution of his Judgments, to proportionate 
his Penalties to the Crimes committed againſt him. 

Fhe Outrages and Cruglties theſe innocent People 
have felt are. fo horrigund notoriqus,” that their 

ears and Groans andBlood, the-cry of which has 
reach'd the Throne of God, will undoubtedly draw 
down Vengeance on- thoſe that have offer'd all this 
violence to their Perſons, and plunder?d *em of their 
Eſtates. The Report of theſe Cruelties is ſpread: 
through the whole. World, and has beencarriedeven 
to the moſt barbarqus Nations, and has made *em ab- 
hor the Spaniards, and conceive a mortal hatred a- 
gainſt 'em: A hatred which extends/to-the Perſon of 
our King, as well as his Subje&ts, and. i extremely 
prejudicial to the whole Nation in genera 

None can be ſo ignorant as not to foreſee what 
Miſchiefs the Deſolations in America are like to 
bring upon Sparn ; and ſucceeding Generations will 


be but too much canvinc'd of the truth of this Pro- 
phecy : And if-the- Kin " of Fpain ſtill ſuffers the 
c 


Spaniaxds to domineer and tyrannize as they have hi- 
therto done-1nthe Hndies, and makes not effeual 
proviſion by proper Edits to ſtop the Caurſe of the 
many Miſeries: the People of this New World un- 
gergas: thoſe Countries will ina little time be totally 
depopulatred. ” And God will undou 
Spain feel the Effects of his Wrat 1.in puniſhing ſuch 
Crimes as thele ; ſince the whole Scripture is full of. 
Threatnings, and plain Inſtances-of the Judgments 
of God-on fiich as have been acceſſory to the Sins of 
othegs by permitting them,  :... 
Huſtrious and Mipbty Prince ; The Royal 

20} vir for. the Indies, animated with a ſincere Zeal 
for: the Glory of Gat, and your Majeſty's Honour, 
achr'd me 2 fen ys rh t9 Write 1 0 your Ty 
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all that I had told, you-v:va voce before; and: to ex-. 
plain to you what Right the Kingszof Sparmhave to 
thoſe Kingdoms. in- the /rdres-c:. and the: rather-be- 
cavfe ſome who tare uneaſy+to. ſee the liberty your * 
Majeſty 1s-pleag?d to give:: me; in- conyerſing with 
your Royal Perſon, about theſe Affairs, -to ooh 
you to regulate thoſe-Diſorders:committed in {Ameris ” 
ca, have declar'd[againft my-$Sentiments with'a greats 
deal of heat and -animoſity.”*Phey ſay the, Zeab' 
with which I oppoſe the Violence and- Injuſtice:of 
the Spaniards (and: theſe Pm reſolv'd to:appoſe as <— 
long as it pleaſes God to continue my life) prompts 
men to call in queſtion the Title the King of Spain 
pretends to have to the New World. However | 
have perform'd what the Council demanded of me, 
and drawn 'up thirty Propoſitions, without. giving 
my ſelf the trouble of proving them at large, :partly 
becauſe they are all certain and evident, and partly 
becauſe I was much urg'd to diſpatch the hulinefs, 
and to ſend them to your Majeſty ;. which I have ac- 
compliſh'd in the fear of God, and according to 
the dictates of my Conſcience, with: a ftrit regard 
to Truth. | Pp 

Since the delire I have of being ſerviceable to God 
daily increaſes, I thought my ſelf' oblig'd to refute 
the Impoſtures and Calumnies of ſome ill-deſigning 
Perſons, who wilfully ſhut their eyes againſt the 
Truth,--becauſe 'tis diretly oppoſite to the Deſigns 
and Projetts they.have form'd. They flatter them- 
ſelves, that"under+ the falſe pretext of ſerving the 
Kings of Spain,.who are ordinarily of a ſweet, and 
benign temper, .' and ready to judg of others by the 
good Sentiments they find in themſelves ; I fay, they 
flatter themſelves that they ſhall ſtill be-able to im- 
poſe on *em, and bear-a ſufficient ſway in their minds 
to bring ?em intosthe ſnares they have laid for:*em. 
It was the complaint of Abaſuerus in the Hiſtory of 
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Eſther, that corrupt and vicious SubjeRts alter*d the 

good diſpoſition of Princes, ' and betray'd ?em into 

Exceſles, that occaſion'd the ruin of whole-King- 

doms and their Kings-together. *Tis' for this rea- 
ſon, Great Sir, I have briefly drawn up theſe Propo- 

ſitions, to ſet this matter before you in a clear light. 

This I have done todiftharge my own Conſcience, 

and that I might the better anſwer the Obligations of 
that Miniſtry wherewith God has entruſted me. 1 

find my ſelf growing old, being advanc'd to the 5odfy 
year of my age; and the great acquaintance l[ have 

had with the Aﬀatrs of America,has furniſh'd me with 

a very diſtin&t knowledg of *em ; ſo that my circum- 

ſtances render me in ſome reſpe&ts more capable 

than others of giving proper Advice to thoſe that 

are propos'd for the Government of America, that 

they may know how to put a period to its Miſe- 

ries; for have no other intention or defire in this 

matter, than that of ſuppreſſing the Injaſtice and 

Cruelty that has ſo long haraſsd the Inhabitants of 
the New World. 

They that efideavour to croſs my good Deſign 
with the greateſt warmth, and deck themſelves with 
a falſe appearace of zeal and affetion to your Ma- 
jeſty, tho at the bottom they have no regard either 
ro truth-or- juſtice, 'take care to hide their Deſigns 
under. the ſpecious- colour of promoting your Ma- 
jeſty's Service and Intereſt, and -of eſtabliſhing your 
Majeſty's Right and Title to America, while indeed 
all they do 1s directly contrary to your Majeſty's Ser-- 
vice, whether in reſpe& of Spirituvals or Temporals. 
And 1 believe all intelligent Chriftians, that have a 
true zeal for their Religion, will be of this opinion, 
when I have wet the Errors and Extravagancies-of 
thoſe that oppoſe my Sentiments appear ; for theſe 
Gentlemen hand over head maintain that the Kings 
of Spain have a Right to found and eſtabliſh _ 
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ſelves a Title 'to the Government of .Amtrica by 


force of Arms, after the ſame manner that Nim- 
yod, who was the firſt mighty Hunter (as the 
Scripture expreſly obſerves)-and firſt began to 
tyrannize over Men, laid- the foundation of his 
Dominion 3 or as Alexander - the Great, and the 
antient Romans extended the bounds of their Em- 
pire ; or juſt as the Turks to this day oppreſs the 


. Chriſtians, and invade their Territories. All the 


World may eaſily perceive that they who reaſon thus, 
are ignorant of the true Intereſt of the King of Spain, 
and ſhamefvully violate all the Rules of Juſtice. To 
prove what they advance,they add newErrors to their 
firſt Extravagancies, till they ſhew by the wretched 
Maxims they expoſe, that they have neither Honor - 
nor Chriſtianity, For it often falls out, that while 
they who wander from the Tra& of- Truth 'and Vir- 
tue, go about:to excuſe the Errors they have made, 
they fall into other Miſtakes that are ſtillmore groſs 
and dangerous. 

There are others of *em who produce Titles that 
appear to be ſomewhat better founded, and alledg 
Arguments that ſeem more probable and honeſt. 
Theſe ſay we may juſtly take poſſeſſion of the Mndres, 
and ſubdue the People, becauſe we have 'a greater 
ſtock of Prudence and Wiſdom than other Nations, 
and becauſe our Country 1s nearer to the Mares than 
many others. But *tis eaſy to ſee that none of theſe 
Reaſons are concludin#, having no ſolid Foundation 
to ſupport *em. L 

That your Majeſty may the better comprehend 
the force of the Reaſons that have been produc'd be- 


| ſhall come my ſelf, and viva wvre explain to your 
Majeſty 
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Majeſty the principal Poznts on which my Judgment 
is foundeg.. In the mean time-I ſend your Majeſty 
an Abſtra& of my Propoſitions, which your Majeſty 
may cauſe to be tr | 59a anto Latin, if you think 
rweet, . that they maybe /printed both in the Latin 
and Spaniſh Tongues : ., or.if your Majeſty don't ſee 
good to.make *em- publick; *twill be no great mat- 
he at | 

I Propoſition. 


* The. Pope of Rome Canonically ele&ed. to be the 
Viear of Jeſys Chriſt, - and the Succeſſor of St. Peter, 
hath received:his Authority and Power from Chriſt 
himſelf; and:this Power extends over all Men, whe- 
ther Believers.or Inhdels, - in matters appertaining 
to Salvation, and the way of: eternal Life. Burt it is 
to be obſery'd;, that he ought to exerciſe this Power 
toward.Infidels, that never -enter'd into the Church 
by Baptiſm,,.nor never heard of Jeſus Chriſt and the 
Catholic Faith, in a different manner from what he 
gaps toward thoſe that either are or have been'Be- 

evers. -- | 


Il Propo/ztion. 


St. Peter.and his Succeſlors contracted an indiſ- 
penſibles Obligation, founded on the Divine Pre- 
cept, to- procure the. publication of the, Goſpel, 
and the propagation of .the Chriſtian Faith in the 
whole World, that all Infidels may be brought to 
the knowledg of the true God, when there is any 
hope that*they.will not oppoſe the promulgation of 
the Faith, and the DoGrrin of the Goſpel. 


In Propoſition. 


' The Pope by th@ Authority of his Apoſtolic Mi- 
niſtry, Fought to ſend capable. Miniſters 
| from 
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from all the States of Chriſtendom, to preach the 
Dofrine of Jeſus. Chriſt through the Univerſe : 
Nay, he may, oblige *em by virtue-of%his power to 


accept this Miſſion and war, loy's z and they on the - 
other hand are oblig'd to un ke it, in obedience 
to the Pope, as to ſifus Chriſt. 


, 


IV Propoſition. 


Among all the Inſtruments that can be choſen 
for the publication of the Catholic Faith, and the 
Converſion-of -Infidels, Chriſtian Princes are' capa- 
ble of contributing moſt to the carrying on of this 
Work; becauſe their Authority, their Forces and 
temporal Riches are a great help to preſerve and 
defend Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters that may be ſent, and 
to furniſh *em with proper means to attain the end 
propos d. 

V Propoſition. 


The Pope by the Authority which Jeſus Chriſt 
has given him upon Earth, ought to exhort Chri- 
ſtian Princes to contribute all their Aſſiſtance to re- 
move the Obſtrucions that impede the publicati 
of the Chriſtian Faith ; to employ their ME 
advancing this Work, and to ſendduch of their Sub- 
jets as are capable 'of inſtructing Infidels. The 
Pope may-moreover in ſome fort oblige all Chri- 
ſtians in general, according to their ability, to 
bear the neceſſary Charges of thoſe Miſſionaries in 
ſo pious a Work, as occaſion may require, 
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No Chriſtian Kings or Princes ought to engage in 
this Work without the participation of the Holy See, 
end of the Vicar of J. Chriſt. And if any Prince ſhould 


think 


-_- 


%* | 
, [ 


/ 
Pn 


, X40 Propoſitions concerning the Title © 
think himſelf oblig'd, for the advantage of hig 
Kingdom, to ſend Evangelic Miniſters to inſtru& 
the Infidels, he*ought to conſult, the Pope about it, 


who will uſe'ſuch means as he thinks moſt proper 
to advance this deſign. 


VII Propoſation. - 


To avoid confuſion, the Vicar of Chriſt may di- 
ftribute the Kingdoms and Provinces of the Infidels, 
of what Sect ſqgever they be, among the Princes of 
Chriſtendom ; and may exhort 'em to be zealous for 
the propagation of the Faith, and vigorouſly to ap» 
ply themſelves to the work of enlarging the Uni- 
verfal Church, by the Converſion and Salvation of 
Souls, as the only end they ought to have in view. 


VIII Propofotion. 


In making this diviſion the Pope ought not to re- 
eard the increaſe of the Honors, Titles, Riches and 
Territories of Princes, but only to have reſpe& to 
the Converſion of the Infidels ; ſince this alone is the 
Intention of Chriſt in the truſt he repoſes in em, to 
take care of the Inſtruction of Souls, which is a dif- 
ficult and careful Charge, and of which they will be 
one day oblig'd to render an account before the 
ſtri& Tribunal of God: For this Employ reſpeds 
theadvantages of Infidels more than the particular 
Intereſt of Chriſtian Princes. 


IX Propoſztion. 


Chriſtian Princes ought to have no conſideration 
for any thing but the Service of God, and the Ad- 
vancement of the univerſal Church, when they ap- 


ply their endeavors to propagate the Faith of ___ : 
N 
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In this affair they ought: to have'no temporal Adyan- 
tage in their eye, but to look upon all earthly things 
as tranſitory and of ſmall conſequence: Yet it would 
not be juſt, if they can do any thing for the advan- 
tage of their Dominions, while they are procuring 


the Augmentation of the Kingdom. of Chriſt, to 
oblige ?em to negle& ſo favourable an'occaſion, pro- 
vided it be done without any conſiderable prejudice 
to the Infidels, or to the Princes that govern 'em. 


X Propoſition. 


Thoſe Infidels that live in Countries remote from 
Europe, and have never heard of Jeſus Chriſt, or the 
Chriſtian Religion, have their own lawful Kings and 
Princes, who are the natural Rulers of the particular 
Countries they govern, and have right to make 
Laws, and to eſtabliſh all things neceſſary for. the 
good Government of their reſpective Dominions ; ſo 
that they can't be expell'd out of 'em, or depriv'd 
of what they poſſeſs, without doing violence to the 
Law of God as well as to the Law of Nations. 


Xl Propoſition. 


That Opinion which contradicts the Principle juſt 
now laid down, 1s erroneous and pernicious ;z and-if 
any Perſons ſet themſelves obſtinately to defend it, 
they'l become guilty of Hereſie. For it opens a door 
to all Impleties and Villanies, to Robbery and Cruel]- 
ty; in a word, to many irreparable Miſchiefs, and 
hainous Sins which diſhonor the name of Chriſt, hin- 
der the progreſs of the Catholic Faith, and bring the 
greateſt Miſeries on Mankind in this lite,. together 
with the inevitable deſtruQion of multitudes of Souls 
ranſom'd by the Blood of Chriſt, So that this would 
be the way to ſtifle all the, Sentiments of Piety, Hu- 
mility, and Evangelic Meekneſs, nay of- all Chriſtian 
Virtues in general, to introduce Violence, 'Treache- 
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442 Propoſitions conterning the Tithe 
ry,,Revenge, and other-vices that are moſt contrary 
to the Maxims of the Goſpel in their ſtead. 


XII Propoſition. 


© Infidel Princes ought not to be depriv'd of their 
States for. their Idolatry, nor any. other of thoſe 
reat Sins they commit ; nor may their SubjeQs be 
2 priv'd of their Eſtates or Honors for the like 
rimes. 


XIII Propoſation. 


' Tdolaters onght not to be puniſh'd for their Ido- 
latry, or other Sins, how enormous and great ſo- 
ever, during the time of their Infidelity, before they 
have voluntarily receiv'd Baptiſm : There - being no 
Tribunal or Judg in the world that has a right to 
moleſt *em on that account, unleſs they directly op- 
en the publication of the Goſpel, and after they 
ave been admoniſh'd and warr'd of it, obſtinatlyſ 
perſiſt to obſtruct it, out of mere malice. 


XIV Propoſition. 


Pope Alexander VI. under whoſe Popedom the 
IVeſt-Indies were diſcover*d, was indiſpenſibly ob- 
lig'd by the Divine Law to chuſe a Chriſtian Prince, 

to whom he might commit the care of makir 
viſion for the preaching of the Goſpel int W 
' World, - for the advancement of the, Univerſal 
Church, the Catholic Faith, the Worſhip of God, 
the Converſion and Salvation of the Inhabitants 01 
America, and for all things neceſtary to attain this 
end. 


XV Propoſition. 
King Ferdinando and Iſabella his Queen had ſonid} 
ſpecial Advantages preferable to thoſe of Nl 


Z 
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Catholic Princes, to induce the Pope tfchuſe them 
rather than any other Potentates of Europe, to con- 
fer on 'em the Truſt' of pnblifhing the Catholic 
Faith in the dies, and, without any other reaſon, 
by the Authority which 'God has given him, to 
inveſt "em with this Dignity, 'and'@tſtitute '*em rhe 
Miniſters of 'the: Apoſtles in'the hs. Among 0- 
ther Privileges: peculiar to' them, this is the princi- 
pal, that they have taken a world of pains to reſcue 
thoſe Kingdoms which. they inherited from their 
Anceſtors out of the hands of Infidels and Mahome- 
tans, who'are declar'd Enetnies of the Catholic 
Faith; *For this they expog'd their Royal Perſons to 
immineht danger,” when they attempted' to enter 
again into the Kingdom of Grenada, to which they 
had a lawful Title, and which they at length re- 
duc'd under the Yoke of Chriſt, and -the Catholic 
Church. Another Reaſon to their advantage is, 
that -they ſent the famous Chriſtopher Columbics to 
Amerita at their own charge, and -honor'd' him 
with the Title of Chief Admiral of the Weſt- 1n4ies, 
when he had diſcover'd thoſe rich and vaſt Coun- 
tries. | 


XVI Propoſition. 


The Pope might well chuſe them” as the moſt 
proper- Perſons to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity in the'new 
World, juſt as he made choice of the Emperor for 
his Son to be the Defender-of the Catholic Faith. 
But if this Choice ſhould in the ifſne become preju- 
dicial to the eſtabliſhment of the Faith, *tis not 
to be doubted that the Pope might revoke it by 
the Authority he has receiv'd' from God. And 
for the ſame reaſon he might forbid all other Chriſ- 


' tian Princes to ſend Miſſionaries into the Tndies 


without the conſent of the holy 'See, on pain of 
Excommunication, And whoever' ſhould a& con- 


trary 


144 Propoſitions concerning the Title, 
trary to this Prohibition, would grievouſly oftend 
God. 3. gl | 

XVII -Propoſition. 


The Kings of Caſtille and Leon are the lawful So- 
veraigns of many Princes and Kings of the new 
World ; therefore this univerſal Juriſdiftion over 
the Mdies, of which we have been ſpeaking, belongs 
to them. "4 

XVIII Propoſation, 


The Soveraign Empire which the Kings of Spain 
have over the ries, obliges the natural Kings of 
thoſe ſubjeced Nations to ſubmit to the: Juriſdiction 
of. the King of Spain. ey! 


XIX Propoſition. 


- All the natural Kings and Princes, all the Na- 
tions, Cities and Communities of the Hhdies, over 
whom the Kings of Sparn have , acquir'd a lawful 
Right, ought. to acknowledg them for their right- 
ful Soveraigns in the manner we have ſaid, finco 
they have freely and yoluntarily receiv'd the Catho- 
lic Faith and Baptiſm. But before they receiv'd it, 
or ſubmitted. to Chriſtianity, and before the Kings 
of Spain had acquir'd any right over em, they de- 

ended on- no Tribunal, nor Juriſdiction of any 

Judg in the World. . 


XX Propoſition, 


The Kings of Spain are oblig'd by the Law of 
God to chuſe out and ſend into the Indies ſuch Mi- 
niſters as are capable of. preaching the . Goſpel and 
the Catholic Faith, to.exhort all the People of the 
new World to embrace: the Docrine. of AF 

y' all 
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and to ſeek all juſt and neceſſary means to accom- 
pliſh this Work. 


XXI Propoſition. 


The Kings of Spain have the ſame Power and 
Juriſdiction over theſe Infidels before their Conver- 
fjon, as the Pope has in quality of Chriſt's Vicar, 
becauſe the charge and care of ſpreading the Light 
of the Goſpel amongſt theſe Idolaters, and of do- 
ing all that's poſſible tor their Converſion, is com- 
mitted to them. 


XXII Propoſztion. 


The manner of eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Faith in 
the Indies ought to be conformable to that which 
our Saviour uſed to introduce his Religion into the 
World; that is, it ought to be a mild, peaceable, 
and charitable method. Humility, and the good 
Examples of a holy and regular way of living, are 
to be imploy?d to gain upon all Infidels, eſpecially 
» BE the Indians, who are naturally of a ſweet and eaſy 
Temper, and ready to ſubmit to the Yoke of Chriſt. 
They ought moreover to be engag'd by Preſents, 
and we ſhould with alacrity give %em a ſhare of 
what we have, without regarding their Riches. By 
this means they would be eaſily perſwaded, that the 
God whom the Chriſtians worſhip, is good, juſt and 
gracious ; they would more readily give ear to his 
Word, and would make no difficulty to forſake the 
Worſhip of their falſe Gods. 
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XXIII Propoſation. 


To _ about to ſubdue the Indians by force of 
Arms, is a courſe utterly againſt the Law of God, 
L whg 


- xvIL i Prop tion. 


The 77s C aftille and Leon are the lawful So- 
aigns. 0 and Kings of the new 

orld ; therefore This univerſal Juriſdiftion over 
the Indies, of which we have been ſpeaking, belgngs 


to them. 
XV 11 Propoſ Hon, 


The Soveraign Empire which the King: of Spain 
have over the dies, obliges the natural Kings of 
thoſe ſubjeQed Nations to ſubmit to the Ra TING 
of: the TIE of Spain.. - 


XIX Proofs tion. 


+ All the-natural Kiogs and- Princes, ;all Na- 
tions, Cities and Communities of the alljhe over 
whom the Kings. of Spain, have, acquir'd a lawful 
Right, ought. to acknowledg them for their ri ſy 
ful Sorcralins in the manner we have faid, 
they hay and yoluntarily receiy'd the Fd 
lic Faith E1 gl But before they receiv'd it, 
mitted.to- Chriſtianity, and before the Kings 
mad.: wg ir'd any. right over *em; they de- 
no. Tribunal, nor Wan of any 
lo the "World. 


XX Zropyf tion Y 


The Kings of Spain are oblig'd by the Law of 
God to chuſe out and. ſend into he Frdees ſuch Mi- 
niſters as are ng of preaching the . Goſpel.and | 
the Catholic Faith, "Ip " xt all the People of the 
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and to ſeek all juſt and neceſſary means to accom- 
pliſh this Work. 


XNXI Propoſition. 


The Kings of Spain have the ſame Power and 
Juriſdiction over theſe Infidels before their Conver- 


ſion, as the Pope has in quality of Chriſt's Vicar, + 


becauſe the charge and care of ſpreading the Light 
of the Goſpel amongſt theſe Idolaters, and of do- 
ing all that's poſſible for their Converſion, is com- 
mitted to them. 


XXII Propoſption. 


The manner of eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Faith in 
the Tadies ought to be conformable to that which 
our Saviour uſed to introduce his Religion into the 
World.; that is, it ought to be a mild, peaceable, 
and charitable method. Humility, and the good 
Examples of a holy and regular way of living, are 
to be imploy*d to gain upon all Infidels, eſpecially 
the Indians, who are naturally of a ſweet and eaſy 
Temper, and ready to ſubmit to the Yoke of Chriſt, 
They ought moreover to be engag'd by Preſents, 
and we ſhould with alacrity give *em a ſhare of 
what we have, without regarding their Riches. By 
this means they would be eaſily perſwaded, that the 
God whom the Chriſtians worſhip, is good, juſt and 
gracious ; they would more readily give ear to his 
Word, and would make no difficulty to forſake the 
Worſhip of their falſe Gods. 


XXII Propoſrtion. 
To 20 about to ſubdue the Indians by force of 


Arms, is a courſe utterly againſt the Law of God, 
L who 
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who is full of Kindneſs, Grace and Love. *Tis to 
follow the method which Adabomet and the Romans 
before him us'd to ſpoil and conquer the World : 
and the Turks and Moors to this day rake the ſame 
--courſe, but *tis unjuſt, tyrannical, infamous, and 

unworthy of Chriſtians : It would be the occaſion of 
many blaſphemous Reflections on the Name of Chriſt, 
and the Chriſtian Religion, as we have been taught 
by fad Experience, fince the Spaniards have exercis'd 
ſo many Cruelties on the Indians; for they believe 
that the God we worſhip is the moſt unjuſt, unmer- 
ciful and cruel of all Gods: Therefore the way of 
Violence and Severity would be an invincible Obſta- 
cle to the Converſion of the Indians. 


XXIV Propoſition. 


*Tis to be expected that Infidels will alway oppoſe 
ſuch as attempt to invade their Country, in order to 
take poſleſlion of it by the Title of Conqueſt ; fo 


that to go about to ſubdue 'em as the proper way 


to convert *em, is to loſe time, and ruin ſo holy 
an Enterprize. 


XXV Propoſation. 


From the time when Chriſtopher Columbus diſco- 
ver'd the Jndzes, the Kings of Spain have always 
exprelly forbidden their Subjects to make War up- 
on the Inaans - fo that the Spaniards can ſhew no 
Authority or Permiſſion that was ever given *em by 
the King-of Spain to commit any A& of Hoſtility 
In the new World: or if they can ſhew any ſuch 
Commiſſions, they are forged, or have bin furrepti- 
tioully obtain'd by falſe Informations, invented to 
obtain a power of taking away the Riches of the 
Indians, or of making them Slaves with im pany 

n 
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On the contrary, the Kings of Spain have often an 
this account renew'd their Orders to obviate the 
Cruelties and Outrages that were committed on the: 


Indians, 
XXVI Propoſrtion. | 


Seeing the Spaniards have not been ſupported ej 
ther by the Authority of their Prince, or any law= | 
ful reaſon to make War againſt the Indians, whg 
liv*d peaceably in their own Country, and had dong 
the Spaniards no wrong : All ſuch Conqueſts that 
have been, or may hereafter be made in the dies 
are to be accounted unjuſt, ryrannical, and null, 
being condemned by all the Laws of God ana Men, 
For the proof of this Propoſition one need only 
produce the Proceedings againſt theſe Tyrants 
which are yet to be ſeen in the Archives of the Royal 
Council ; or thoſe Proſecurions that might ſtill be 
made againſt *em every moment. For both Heaven 
and Earth cry aloud againſt the Violence they havg þ 
offer'd the poor Americans. | | 


p UE en 
| v rd aa or rr Ine ogy nIoo—_ 2 


XXVII Propoſition, 


The Kings of Spain are by the Law of God ohe 
lig'd to eſtabliſh fo good a Government in the 4- 
gies, by cauſing thoſe Indian Laws and Cuſtoms that 
are good to be obſerv'd, and by aboliſhing the bad, 
which are leſs numerous than the other, that no- | | 
thing contrary to good Manners and the Rules of 
avil Policy may be tolerated. And the mot likely 
may to ſucceed in ſuch a delign is to publiſh the | 
. Foolpel among thoſe People, by which means both 

the King's Intereſt and that of the Indians will bg 
Trovided for effectually. 


L L 3 NXVIIN Proe 


148 . Propoſitions concerning the Title 


XXVIII Propoſition: 


The Devil could never have invented any thing 
more pernicious for the extirpation of the Peo- 
ple of this New World, and the deſolation 
of ſo many great and populous Kingdoms An a 
little time, than the diſtribution the Spaniards have 
made of theſe Nations among themſelves, taking 
polleſſion of the Inhabitants as their own Property, 
and then treating *em as ravenous Wolves do a flock 
of Sheep: For this is the moſt barbarous kind of 
Tyranny that can be imagin'd, becauſe it hinders all 
thoſe Nations from embracing the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion : For the Spanzards employ ?em night and day 
in the Mines, and all other kinds of Labor ; ſome- 
times obliging ?em to carry heavy Burdens forty or 

_ fifty Leagues, ſo that their condition is worſe than 
that of Beaſts. Beſides, they perſecute thoſe Indians 
with freſh Cruelty, who apply themſelves to the 
Monks to be inſtructed in the Goſpel, becauſe they 
are afraid (if theſe Religious Men ſhould be encou- 
rag'd to come among the Indians) they would be 

witneſſes of their Robberies and Cruelties. 


XXIX Propofation. 


The diſtribution which the Spaniards make of 
theſe People among themſelves, as if they were fo 
many head of Cattel, was never commanded nor 
allow'd by the Kings of Spain ſince the Spanzards 
enter'd the Indies, They never thought of autho- 
Tizing ſo injuſt and tyrannical a kind of Govern- 
ment, and which ſo mnch tends to the deſtruction 
of the People of the new World. Queen Jfabelis 
of immortal memory, under whoſe Reign the Indzs 


were diſcover'd, gave expreſs Orders to Chriſtopher 
Columbus, 


\ 
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Columbus, who was the firſt Governor and chief 
Admiral of the 7adies, and to Francts Bubadilla, who 
ſucceeded him, and alſo to General De Lares, wha 
came after both the former, to preſerve Peace and 
Liberty among the Indians, and to do ?em Juſtice in 
every thing. Admiral Columbus gave only three 
hundred Indians to ſuch of the Spaniards as had done 
great Service to the Crown ; and for his own part, 
contented himlelf with having only one Indian to 
ſerve him : The Court of Spain was then at Grena- 
da, where the Queen iſſued out an Order that theſe 
three hundred Indians ſhould be releas'd and ſent 
home, only ſhe permitted Columbus to keep one In- 
dian whom he had taken for his Service. W hat then 
would this great Queen now ſay, to ſee how the 
Spaniards have inflav'd the People of America ? The 
continual Avocations the King has had, and the 
frequent Journys he has been oblig'd to make into 
Italy, having not permitted him to inform himſelf 
exactly of the Miſeries thoſe People endure from 
the hands of the Spaniards. 


XXX Propoſtion, 


From all that has been ſaid it may well be con- 
cluded, that if the {overaign Juriſdiction of the [z- 
dies belongs only to the Kings of Spain, the Conqueſts 
that private Men appropriate to themſelves are 
injuſt and tyrannical; that the ſhares they have made 
among themſelves are founded upon no lawful right : 
and that thoſe who uſurp the Lands of the new 
World, without the Conſent and Authority of their 
Prince, are abſolute Tyrants, in ating (as they do) 
direQly contrary to his Orders, and the Regulations 
of the Royal Council ; which is a matter ſo public 
and notorious, that there's no Spaniard in the Tadies 
can juſtly excuſe himſelf by pretending ignorance. 


L.3 


. oy 4 g by E 

"We "9 

*x x 

A ww 
” 


150 A Diſpute concerning 


"1" SET F Sy _-* x 64 4 ' ” | 
— —— — _ w & " - 
- 


—_ —/ 


A pe between Don Battholomew de Laſ- 
Caſas, Biſhop of Chiapa, and Dr. Sepulueda. 


TN R: Sepulueda, at the inſtigation of ſome Sp4- 
niards who had committed great Ravages iti 

the Tadies, wrote a very elegant Book in Latin in the 
form of Dialogues, which contain'd principally two 
Concluſions, natnely, that the Wars of the Spanztards 
in the Indies were very juſt, and that they might 
lawfully ſubjugate the People of this new World; 
and that the Indians were oblig'd to ſubmit to the 
Spaniards, and acquieſce in their Government, be- 
cauſe theſe are more wiſe and prudent than the 
others. And 1n caſe they refuſe to ſubmit, this 
Dottor aſſerts, that they may be conſtrain'd to it 
by force of Arms. Theſe are the two Points that 
have occaſjon'd the ruin of incredible numbers of 
Indians ;, fo that the Country is almoſt entirely un- 
peopled for the {pace of two thouſand Leagues, 
where the Spanrtards have left the marks of their 
boundleſs Cruelty. This Doctor, to give ſome co- 
lor and ſhew of Truth to his Reaſons, declar*d that 
he had no other deſign in writing than that of juſti- 
fyins the King of Spain's Title to the Indies. He 
preſented his Book to the Royal Council, and was 
very importunate to obtain leave to print it, which 
was ſeveral times refus'd ; after which he ap-, 
plied himſelf to ſome of his Friends, who were in 
the Emperor's Court, to patronize this Work. The 
Biſhop of Chiapa being well inform?d of the ſteps 
this Dofor made, with all his might oppos'd the 
Inipreſſion of his Book, plainly demonſtrating what 
ill Conſequences the publication of it might pro- 
duce: The Members of the King's Council per- 
__ ceiving 
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ceiving this matter was purely Theological, reſolv?d 
to diſmiſs it to the Univerlities of Salamanca and 


Alcala, deſiring them to make a thorow Examina- 
tion of this Treatiſe, to ſee if it containd any thin 


that might juſtly obſtru@& the printing of it. Theſe 


two Univerlities after they had accuratly examin'd 
ir, declar'd that it was not fit to be printed, as 
containing unſound Doctrine. The Doctor now 
deſpairing of ſeeing; his Book obtain 1n Sparn, ſent 
it to Rome, earneſtly recommending it to the Biſhop 
of S2govia, who was one of his particular Friends. 
When it was printed, it was prohibited by the Em- 
peror's exprels Order, who caus'd the Copies to be 
ſerz'd, forbidding any of *em to be ſold in Spain - 
but becauſe 1t was impoſſible to prevent divers Co- 
pies in the volgar Language from being ſpread 


among the People; the Biſhop of Chiapa thought 


himſelf oblig*d to refute this Book in. defence of 
the Indians, and to let all the world know how ſcan- 
dalous Dodqtrine it contain'd, being accommodated 
to open a door to all manner of Diſorders. Dr. Se- 
pulueda was cited to give an account of his thoughts 
on this Subje&t by word of mouth, and the Biſhop of 
Chiapa was engag'd to anſwer him: The Diſpute 
laſted five whole days, after which Dominic de Soto, 
a great Divine, and Confeſlor to his Majeſty, was de- 
fir'd to give a ſummary account of this Diſpute, 
which he did before the Aflembly in theſe terms. 


Moſt illuſtrious, moſt . Magnificent, and moſt Reve- 
rend Lords and Fathers. 


T3 have bin pleay'd to order me to give a 
ſuccin& and ſummary account of the Diſpute 
maintain'd between the famous Dr. Sepulueda, and 
the Biſhop of Chi/apa, without adding any thing of 
my own, or troublinz my felf to ſeek other Reaſons 
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to ſupport the Sentiments of either of *em. The Point 
about which you deſire to be inform'd, 1s in general 
what method ought to be us'd for the publication of 
the Catholic Faith in the new World, which has bin 
lately diſcover'd by the pernyſſion of God, and how 
the Emperor may iubject thoſe Nations to his Go- 
vernment without offending his Conſcience, in con- 
forming himſelf entirely to the Bull of Pope Alex- 
ander, *T'is firſt neceflary to enquire whether the 
Emperor may juſtly make War with the Indzans 
before the Faith of the Goſpel be preach'd to %em ; 
and whether theſe People will be in any condition to 
receive the Light of the Goſpel, after* they have 
bin ſabdu'd by force of Arms; whether they will 
be more tractable and docil, and better diſpos'd to 
receive the Impreſſions deſign'd to be given, ſo as ta 
reject their Errors, and embrace the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel. Dr. Sepulueda maintains, that this War 
is not only allowable and lawful, but neceſſary. 
The Biſhop of Chiapa is of the contrary Opinion, 
and pretends that this War is unjuſt, and an invin- 
. cible Obſtacle to the propagation of the Faith in the 
nates. 

Sepulueda ſupports his Opinion by four principal 
Arguments : The firſt is founded on the enormous 
Crimes of which the Indians have bin, and. are eve- 
ry day' guilty, eſpecially their Idolatry, and their 
Sins againſt Nature. His ſecond Reaſon is taken 
from their Barbarity and Ignorance, which may be 
Teform'd under the Government of a People ſo in= 
telligent and polite as the Spaniards. His third 
Reaſon reſpects the facility he ſuppoſes of publiſh- 
ing the Chriſtian Faith to the Indians when they are 
once ſubdu'd. His fourth Argument is taken from 
the cruel Treatment the Indians give one another, in 
that they offer human Sacrifices to their falſe Gods. 
He confirms his firſt Reaſon three ways: 1/t. By 


Examples 


the inflaving of the Indians. 52 
Examples and Authorities taken out of the holy 
Scripture. + 2dly. By the Suffrage of Doctors and 
Canoniſts. 3dly. By a particular account of the 
' groſs Crimes which the Indians commit. He cites 
2 Paſſage out of Deut. 20, to explain after what 
manner War ought to be made on the Indians ; the 
words are theſe : When thou comeſt nigh unto a City 
to fight againſt it, then proclaim Peace unto it, And it 
ſhall be, if it make thee anſwer of Peace, and open unto 
thee, then it ſhall be that all the People that 15 found there- 
in, ſhall be Tributaries unto thee, and they ſhall ſerve 
thee. And if it will make no Peace with thee, but wi 
make War againſt thee, then thou ſhalt beſiege it - And 
when the LO RD thy God hath deliver'd it into thy 
bands, thou ſhalt ſmite every Male thereof with the 
Edg of the Sword : ver. 10,11, 12,13. and ver. 16. 
But of the Cities of theſe People which the Lord thy God 
doth give thee for an Inheritance, thou ſhalt ſave alive 
nothing that breatheth. The DoQtor adds, that this 
Paſſage is not to be ſtrictly taken, and enforc'd a- 
gainſt the Indians with ſo much ſeverity : tho *tis al- 
ſo ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou do unto all the Cities that are ver 
far from thee ;, by which Paſlage the Gloſs underſtands 
thoſe of different Religions. From hence he con- 
cludes, that we may lawfully declare War againſt 
thoſe Nations that are of a Religion different from 
ours. 
My Lord Biſhop anſwers him four ways. Firſt, he 


ſays, it was not. to puniſh the Sin of Idolatry, that: 
God commanded the Iſraelites to make War with 


the Gentiles and Infidels : That God was pleas'd to 


lingle out preciſely ſeven Nations, the Canaantes 
the Febu/ites, &c. mentioned in Deut. 7. who poſleſsd 


the Land of Promiſe bequeathed to Abrabam and 
his Poſterity. He allows it to be true, that God de- 
lign'd to puniſh the Idolatry of thoſe Heathen Na- 
tions, in givinz em up to the ſraclites; but he "me 
1 
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if God's intention had bin only to chaſtiſe *tm for 
their Idolatry, he wonld alſo have puniſh'd all the 
Nations of the whole World after the ſame manner, 
ſeeing they were all polluted with the ſame Sin. 
Whereas God ſpecified only theſe Nations to be 
abandon'd to the Sword of the Jſraelites, to ſhew 
that it was rather to accompliſh the Promiſe he had 
made to Abraham, than to puniſh theſe Idolaters 
that he deliver'd *em into the hands of thejr Ene- 
mies. That God himſelf expreſly forbad the 1ſ-ae- 
lites to offer any Violence to the Pdomites, or to the 
Egyptians who had entertain'd *em when they were 
ſtrangers in their Country. 
Secondly, That the Paſlage of Zuke 14. where it 
1s ſaid, Compe! them to come in, is not to be under- 
ſtood of an external Conſtraint by War and Arms, 
but ought to be interprered of internal Inſpiration, 
and the Motions which God produces in the Hearts 
of Men, either immediatly, or by the Miniſtration 
of Angels. 
In the third place the Biſhop maintains, that Chriſ- 
tian Emperors have never engag'd in War with 
Heathen Nations to oblige *em to renounce Idolatry, 
and to induce *em to imbrace the Chriſtian Faith; 
that the Wars of Conſtantine were purely on a 'po- 
litic account, and that the Paſſage of the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Hiſtorian, 1b. ro. cap. 6. is to be underſtood 
in that ſenſe. That this Prince who was ſo ani- 
mated with Piety, when he ſubdued by his Arms the 
Goths, Sarmatians, and other barbarous Nations, ex- 
cepted thoſe that ſought his Friendſhip, and deſir'd 
Peace. That becauſe he ſubjected himſelf to the 
Divine Commands, God was pleas'd to recompenſe 
his Virtue in ſubjecting all the People of the World 
to his Dominion. Belides, he ſays, Conſtantine made 
War with the Goths and Sarmatians, becauſe they 
made incredible Ravage and Spoil wherever they 
Came. 
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came. But when theſe barbarous People were at 
peace with the Chriſtians, and offer'd 'em no Injury, 
they were ſufter'd to live at quiet. 

He adds in the 4th place, That if we would do a- 
ny good upon Pagans, it muſt be by the power of 
good Examples, and not by Violence, He cites to 
this purpoſe a paſſage of St. Augu/tin, who ſays It 
belongs only to men tranſported wich Rage. and to 
Allathins to ule force againſt thoſe that are interior to 
'em in Power: that this Father alſo condemin* ſuch 
as were not able to do the Pagans any hurt, and yer 
raſhly ofter'd themſelves to death, to gain the repu- 

tation of Martyrs. He alſo quotes a Paſſage cut of 
Deut. 7. When the Lord thy God ſhall br:1; thee into the 
Land whitner thou goeſt to poſjeſs it, &c. ver. 1. Te 
ſhall deſtroy their Altars, and brca& down their Images, 
and cut down their Groves, and burn their graven Images 
wit Fire, ver. 5, Upon which Paſlage he ſays St. Au- 
guſtin expreſſes himſelf after this manner : Many of 
the Pagans have Idols in their Fields, muſt we rake 
| upon us to break theſe Idols in pieces ? *Tis much 
| better to endeavour to get 'em out of their Hearts. 

E When they have embrac'd Chriſtianity, and exhort 
us themſelves to break theſe Idols, we ſhall do it with 
pleaſure. We muſt in the mean time pray for their 
Converſion, without appearing violent and paſlio- 
nate againſt *em becauſe of their Idolatry : We are 
not ignorant where they hide their Idols, and yet 
we let *em alone, becauſe God has not given us a 
Commiſſion to take ?*em away without their leave. 
When then does God give us leave to take *em from 
them ? Not till the owners of theſe Idols are become 
Chriſtians. wa. 

He farther produces the examples of the Apoſtles 
and Martyrs, who took no other courſe to overthrow 
Idols but by their Do&rine. He grants that indeed 
on ſome accounts War may be made with Innes: 
or 
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for inſtance, if they have violently uſurp*d the Lands 
of Chriſtians; as they have the Holy-Land ; if they 
profane our Churches, break down our Images, and 
offer any great outrages to Chriſtians, in hatred and 
contempt of their Faith : -That when the Emperor 
Conſtantine forbad the Heathens to keep their Idols, 
it was for fear the Chriſtians ſhould be ſcandaliz'd 
by *em. 

"He ſays, If God ſeverely puniſh'd the Crimes of 
the Sodomites, it does not therefore follow that we 
may take upon us to puniſh all Infidels for their un- 
natural Pollutions : That we are to admire the Judg- 
ments of God, but not always to imitate every - 
thing he does. He ſays, we may puniſh Infidels if 
they blaſpheme the Holy Name of God, or diſhonour 
the Saints and the Church ; if they openly hinder 
the publication of the Faith, and if they maſſacre 
thoſe that preach it : but that it is not lawful to de- 
clare War againſt *em merely on the account of their 
Idolatry, their unnatural Sins, or any other Crimes 
they commit_among themſelves. | 

And whereas Dr. Sepulueda ſays, The Indians are 
a barbarous People, and born for Slavery : the Bi- 
ſhop of Chiapa anſwers this ObjeCQtion, in ſaying, 
That we ought not to make War upon Infidels to 
bring *em to the true Religion, which 1s only. to be 
demonſtrated by genuin Reaſons, that the under- 
ſtanding may be captivated according to the words 
of St. Paul, That it muſt be a pious Aﬀection to the, 
Chriſtian Faith that will diſpoſe men to embrace 
it; and that care ought to be taken that they may 
have no averſion againit thoſe that preach it ; who 
therefore ought by their good Examples to engage 
the Indians to reliſh the Doctrine they endeavour to 
propagate among 'em: That War is viſibly contrary 
to this end, becauſe it fills the minds of thoſe 1do- 
laters with horror and indignation againſt the Chriſ- 
tians, 
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tians, for bringing ſo many Miſeries upon 'em ; and 
that they cannot chuſe but think the Law of Chriſt 
an execrable Doctrin, ſince it authorizes (as they 
jmagin) ſuch terrible Diſorders. The Biſhop con- 
cludes 1n ſaying, *tis a mere deluſion to aſlert, that 
the Wars made againſt theſe Infidels are not defign'd 
to introduce Chriſtianity among *em by open force, 
but only to ſubjugate thoſe barbarous Nations the 
better to diſpoſe 'em to receive the Faith of Chriſt 
voluntarily. He pretends that this is ill reaſoning, 
becauſe War ſpreads ſo much terror among thoſe 
People, that if they afterwards embrace the true 
Faith, *tis to be ſuppos'd they doit rather out of fear 
than love : and that their Neighbours when they hear 
what Violence, Spoil, and Maſlacres have attended 
this War, may probably, to avoid the like Miſchiefs, 
blindly embrace the Faith, without knowing what 
they do themſelves. 

Dr. Sepulueda urges for another reaſon of War, 
that the Indians maſlacre innocent Perſons, either to 
ſacrifice, or to eat 'em. To which Argument the 
Biſhop returns this anſwer, That if the Church ex- 
horts us to, undertake the defence of Innocents, it 
ought not in this caſe to be by the way of Arms. 
Firſt, becauſe of two Evils we ought to chuſe the 
leaſt. If the Indians maſſacre ſome innocent Perſons 
to eat ?em, ?tis indeed a great Evil ; but War would 
bring much greater ſlaughters with it : beſides, that 
theſe Wars diſhonour our Religion, and render the. 
Chriſtians odious to the Infidels ; who tho they ſa- 
crifice men, are not altogether inexcuſable, betauſe 
of their great Ignorance, and have reaſon not to 
put themſelves into the hands of the Spaniſh Soldi=- 
ers, who come with their Swords in their hands to 
rob and kill *em, inſtead of inſtructing *em in Reli- 
g£10n ; whereas they have no right to puniſh *em for 
their Errors ; That Plutarch ſays, when the Romans 
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158 oy Diſpute concerning 
ſubdued divers barbarous Nations, who were wont 
to offer men in Sacrifice, they did-not puniſh *endfor 
that Crime, but only forbad ?em to do the like for 
the future. That it is not to be expetted of the ln. 
dians,that they ſhould renounce their Errors in a mo- 
ment ; that the light of Nature which informs em 
thereis a Ged, teaches *em to ſhew him reſpec, and: 
to return him thanks for the Benefits they receive 
of him, and likewiſe to endeavour to make atone» 
ment for the Sins they commit againſt his Divine Ma» 
zeſty ; and that they ought to devote the beſt they 
have to him in Sacrifice: Conſequently their evil 
Cuſtom of ſacrificing human Creatures to the ſup- 
pos d Deities they worſhip, is the leſs to be wonder'd 
at, ſince they have no knowledg of Divine Revela- 
tion, but only the glimmerings of natural Light to 
direct *em ; which Light too is obſcur'd with much 
thick darkneſs in the minds of Pagans. That theſe 
People believe they perform a very acceptable Ser- 
vice to God, when they offer him the Livesof Men; 
that this may be confirmed in ſome ſort by the Te- 
ſtimony of Holy Writ, ſeeing God, when he would 
try the faithfulneſs of Abrabam, commanded him to 
{ſacrifice his only Son, whom he tenderly lov'd; 
which God might do, as he is the abſolute Maſter of 
the Lives of Men : that beſides this Inſtance, the 
Scripture teſtifies that God requir'd the Iſrael:tes to 
redeem their own Lives by the ſacrifice of Animals. 
That the Word of God remarks, that *tis impoſſible 
to give a greater Teſtimony of Love, than to offer 
ones ſelf for the Perſon belov'd : that thoſe Women 
in the Indies that were moſt dear to their Husbands 
while they lived, choſe to be buried alive with em, 
to give the greater proof of their conjugal Fidelity 
and Aﬀection. | 
In anſwer to the other Argument alledg?d by Dr. 
Sepulueda, namely, that the barbarity of the _—_— 
which | 
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which (he ſays) ſhews they were born for Slavery, 
is a ſufficient reaſon to declare War againſt 'em, in 
order to ſubject *em to the Government of the Eu- 
ropeans : the Biſhop of Chiapa ſays, there are three 
difterent forts of Barbarians. Firſt, that this Term 
is taken in general to fignify any Nation that differs 
from others by ſome ſtrange Opinion, or peculiar 
Cuſtoms, tho they want not Prudence or Policy to 
conduct their Aﬀairs. That the ſecond kind of 
Barbarians is of thoſe, who have no Language pro- 
per by which to expreſs themſelves to other People ; 
fuch as the Engliſh formerly were, when they had 
no Letters or Characters whereby to explain their 
Thoughts. The third ſort of Barbarians are ſuch as 
reſemble ſavage Beaſts, by the dulneſs and ſtupidity 
of their Minds, by their brutiſh Inclinations, and by 
the extravagance of their Cuſtoms 3 who wander up 
and down in the Fields, never dwelling together in 
Towns or Cities; who are without Laws or Civil 
Government, and take no care to obſerve the Law of 
Nations; who rove about to commit Robberies, 
and uſe Violence on all that have not power enough 
to refiſt *em ; ſuch as the Goths and Alans were for- 
merly, and fuch as the Arabs in 4/iaare to this day : 
That *tis as lawful to make War with this ſort of 
People, as to hunt wild Beaſts, and would be a great 
piece of ſervice to the World to reduce em to an 
tolerable Diſciplin. But as for the Indians, that 
tho they have ſome extravagant Cuſtoms, but 
not any good Policy, yet they ought not to be 
look*d upon as properly Barbarians ; ſeeing they are 
of a quite contrary diſpolition, being meek, civil, 
and tractable in their Manners ; that they are a nu- 
merous People, who have Cities and Laws, and un- 
derſtand divers Arts; that they have Princes over 
'em, and live under a kind of regulated Government; 
that they not only puniſh Sins againſt Nature, but 
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have Laws that award capital Puniſhments for ſome 
Crimes of leſſer conſequence : That their Policy has 
its particular Rules ;z that upon all theſe Accounts 
their pretended Barbarity 1s not a ſufficient Reaſon 
for any to declare War againſt *em, but would be 7 
piece of viſible Tyranny and Injuſtice; and that 
this Courſe would be ſo far from promoting the 
Goſpel, that *twould be the very way to cut off all 
hope of eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity among them. That 
therefore the beſt expedient would be to ſend 
Preachers into the Indies, to endeavour to convince 
fome of the principal Indians of the truth of our 
Religion 3 and to make Treaties of Peace with ?em, 
to favour the entrance of the Europeans into the In- 
dies by ſach a gentle and peaceable Method as this : 
that if any danger ſhould ariſe after this, we might 
build ſome Forts upon the Frontiers, and ſo treat 
with em with the greater Security, and make ?%em 
gradually reliſh our Religion, by ſetting *em good 
Examples. 


The Royal Council for the Indies having heard this 
Diſpute, between the Biſhop of Chiapa and Dr. Se- 
pulueda, concerning the manner in which the Indians 
ought to be treated, order'd the Biſhop to draw up 
his Thoughts of this matter in Writing, whereby 
they ſhould be the better able to determin this queſti- 
on,: Whether they might lawfully inſlave the Indians, 
or were oblg'd to ſet at liberty all they had hitherto 
reduc'd to flavery. In anſwer to their deſire, the 
Biſhop farther explain'd his Sentiments after the fol- 
towing manner. I, 


All the Indians taken in the Indies fince the diſco- 
very of the New World to this day, have bin un- 
juſtly inflavd ; and the Spaniards who retain ?em 1 
bondage againſt their wills, can't doit with a or 
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Conſcience, becauſe they had no right'to declare 
War againſt em ; for it follows by conſequence they 
could not lawfully deprive%em of their Liberty, nor- 
were they ever authoriz'd by their Prince to make 4 
War upon 'em. Now there are but two Motives " j 
that can render any War juſt, namely, ſome righte- 
ous Cauſe, or the Authority of one's Prince. And 
what juſt motive then could the Spaniards haveto de- 
clare War againſt. the Indians, who never did em 
any wrong, nor ever gave 'em any diſturbance? They 
were people they had never ſeen; they had never 
made any deſcent into any Country that beloneg'd to 
the Spanzards, to'ſpoil and ravage it; they had ne- 
ver profeſsd Chriſtianity as the Adoors of Africa Mad 
done, who were Chriſtians in the time of St, Au- 
guſtin5 or as the Kingdom of Grenada, the Empire 
of Conſtantinople, and the Kingdom of Jeruſalem did 
formerly. Nor can we juſtly reproach the Indians as 
declar'd enemies to our Religion, or that they ever 
attempted to deſtroy it by open Perſecutions, or ſe- 
cret Perſwaſions, by Preſents, or any other manner 
whatſoever, that can be uſed to engage Chriſtians to 
renounce their Faith, and turn Idolaters : For 'nei- 
ther the Law of God, nor that of Nations ever 
permitted War to be made againſt any People mere- 
ly to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity among ?tm. Unleſs any 
one will pretend that the Goſpel of Chriſt, which a- 
bounds with-Charity, Meekneſs,and Humamty, ought 
to be introduc'd into the World by Force like the 
Religion of Mabomet. 

The Spaniards cawt ſay, that they had no other - 
end than that of protecting the Innocent, ſeeing 
they have made it their whole buſineſs to rob, pil- 
0-8 lage, and murder the poor Mdians, taking upon em 
n-WF to uſurp their Goods and Lands. Beſides, if the 
War they undertook had bin in defence of thoſe poor 
Wretches the Indians unjuſtly put to death for Sa- 
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crifices, it would not have bin carried ſo generally 
thro? the Madies, but would have bin a fort of Civil 
War kept up only in ſome particular Places: Nor 
would the Spaniards have had right even in ſuch Pla- 
ces, to have made Slaves of thoſe whom they took 
in ſach a"'War. 
They cawt ſo much as pretend that ever they had 
a Command or Order to this day from their Prince, 
to declare War againſt the Imdians : *Tis eaſy to e- 
vidence {ſuch a Fact as this; for the Governars and 
Generals have nothing to do but to-ſhow their Com- 
miſſions if they. have.any. There?s not one of em 
who has any fear of God, or reſpe& for his Prince, 
that will pretend to ſhew any ſuch Commillion, ex- 
cept the Vice-Roy Don Antonio, and Don Sebaſtian 
Ramire Biſhop of Cuenza; all the reſt that have made 
War on the 1adians, are Thieves, and Robbers, Mur- 
derers, and declar'd Enemies of Mankind. Seeing 
then the Spanzards have had no lawful reaſon to ſup- 
port their Declarations of War againſt the People 
of America, nor have bin authoriz?d in ſuch Proceed- 
ings by their Prince, it evidently follows that. the 
War they have made is injuſt, and contrary to the 
Laws of God and Men, and conſequently that. the 
Tadians ought not to have bin treated as Slaves. 
All the ways the Spaniards have us'd to compaſs 
this end of inſlaving theſe People, have bin mon- 
ſtrouſly wicked, made upof nothing but Fraud and 
Treachery, unlawful Tricks and Arrtifices, and ſuch 
unheard of Villanies as can't but fill the Minds of all 
that hear *em with aſtoniſhment and horror. Some 
to inſnare the poor Tdians that lived among ?em, 
have conſtrain*d 'em to own themſelves their Slaves 
in Courts of Juſtice: after which extorted Confeſ- 
ſion, the Governors have order'd the King's Arms 
to be fix'd upon their Skin with a hot Iron ;. tho they 
were not ignorant what amunlawful Courſe had oy 
taken 
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taken to abuſe theſe poor Creatures. Others hir*d the 


Indians with a little Wine, or a Shirt, or by giving 
'em {ome other trifle of ſmall value, to bring 'em fa- 


therleſs and motherleſs Children, whom they put or” 


Shipboard, and tranſported into other Countries, 
where they were ſold for Slaves, eſpecially mto-New- 
Spain, the Iſlands of St. Jahn, and Cuba, or other 
neighbouring Iſlands. But at firſt the Spaniards 
us'd open Violence, attacking the indians that liv'd 
peaceably in their Houſes, ſetting their Towns on 
fire, maſſacring ſome, and after the exerciſe of all 
this Cruelty, carrying away thoſe they could take 
alive to ſell '*em for Slaves. They us'd without any 
formal proceſs, to brand 'em with the King's Arms, 
which was enough to make *em paſs for Slaves ; and 
accordingly they were ſold from one hand to ano- 
ther, till they were tranſported into the Iſlands. 
Theſe were all the forms of Juſtice the Spaniards ob- 
ſerv'd in carrying away the Idians from the Conti- 
nent into the Iſlands of New-Spain, the Ifles of Cuba 
and St. Fobn, the Coaſt of Pearls, Tucatan and Panu- 
co. And by theſe execrable Artifices they have ſince 
carried away vaſt multitudes of People of every 
Age,Sex, and Condition, from the Kingdoms of Yen- 
cuela, Guatimala, and Nicaraqua, to ſell *em in Pa- 
nama, and in Peru. They once put 4 or 500 of *em 
in one Ship, the greateſt part of whom died in their 
paſſage for want of Food, the Allowance given *em 
being ſo very {mall. 

At a Town conſiſting of about 200 people, the 
Spaniards would require the Cacyque to ſend 'em 
300 Indians at ſuch a certain day and hour, to carry 
their Proviſions, and work for 'em. The poor 
Cacyque was mightily concern'd he could not ex- 


ecute this Order, not having People enough in the . 


whole Town; and not knowing what to do in the 
caſe, deſired to have a day or two more allow'd him : 
M 2 But 
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But theſe Brntes would interpret this delay as an ex- 
preſs -breach of their Orders ; and immediately ask- 
ing leave of the Governor to go and fall upon em, 
would attaque *em in. their houſes, cutting the 
throats of many of *em in a barbarous manner, and 
carrying away. the reſt as Priſoners of War, whom 
they inſlay'd contrary to all Law and Equity. Some- 
times they wonid order a Cacyque to ſend *em half 
a hundred men to labour for ?em, and would ſet 
'*m to what work they thought good, after which 
they would embark*em in Ships and carry 'em away ;, * 
and ſometimes would mark 'em with the Letters of 
their own Names without fixing the King's Arms 
o®#*'em. When they were angry with 'em, they 
would load 'em with Chains, and make *em carry 
heavy Burdens beſide, for roo or 200 Leagues. At- 
ter they had us'd ?em in what Drudgery they pleas'd, 
they would ſell ?em, tho the Indians are as freeborn 
as any -other Nation. By this means the Spaniards 
have unpeopled the Province of St. Michael, which 
is ſituate between Guatimala and Nicaraqua. 

When they formerly advanc'd far into the Coun» | 
try to make further Diſcoveries of the Indians that 
liv*d there, theſe good-natur'd People cameto meet 
**m loaded with Turkeys, and other Proviſions, 
which they freely offer'd *em, but for their kindneſs 
were either hew?d in pieces, or elſe made Slaves, 
on pretence they were found in Arms in the Fields, 
Nor conl!d the Governors be ignorant of theſe 
Violences and Diſorders of the Soldiers, ſince them- 
ſelves had the beſt ſhare of the Spoil. 

When they had divided thoſe Countries. among 
themlelves, which they had ſo unjuſtly uſurp'd, and 
rencer'd themſelves the abſolute Maſters of the 1n- 
dians, as if they had conquer?d *em in a juſt and 
lawful War, they oblig'd the Caciques and natural 
Princes of thoſe People toÞbring *em ſuch a "= _ 
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Gold as they were pleas'd to command *em. If they 
had not ſuch a quantity, they told the Spaniards, 
they would willingly give *em all they had to ap- 
peaſe *em ; but receiv'd a ſevere reply from theſe 
cruel Men in ſuch terms as theſe : If you dow?t bring 
us all the Gold we demand withinſuch a Mc, wc'!! [ot fire 
to all your houſes. The poor Eayqms would fome- 
times make ſuch a return as this -in a lamentable 
Tone: Indeed our Country bas no great ſtore of Gold in 
it; and beſides, we have not bin curious to ſearch for 
Mines, Upon ſuch an Account as this the Spantards 

have faſten'd 200 Stakes at a time in the ground 
and tied the poor Wretches to 'em with terribK® 
Menaces, and then let looſe thoſe ravenous Dogs up- 
on *em, that u8d 'to be fed with human fleſh, It 
may be the Cacique would be ſo terrified with ſuch 
a horrible Spectacle as this, that he'd go among his 
Subjects, and take Children out of every Family, 
and give %em to the Spaniards for Slaves to pacify 
em. If there were but 2 Children in a houſe, one of 
'em was taken away, and that: muſt be the ſtrongeſt 
and likelieſt to do ſervice, When the Cacique had 
got together ſuch a number of his People as the Spa- 
niards requir'd,he would come to preſent *em to them 
himſelf. And it was a molt lamentable thing to 
hear the Sighs and Crys of Parents, when their dear- 
eſt Children were raviſh'd from *em, to be tranſport- 
ed into remote Countrys for Slaves. When thele 
Children were brought to the Governor to be brand- 
ed, the Spaniards would order the Caciques to engage 
the Indians to teſtify that they were Slaves, and 
the Children of Slaves, and that they were bought 
In the Market; and would threaten to burn em, 
unleſs they would ſtand to ſuch Lies as theſe, And 
waen the Perſon appointed to examin them, who 
was well acquainted with all theſe Tricks, would 
kk the Children of what Country they were ; they 
M 3 made 
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made 'em anſwer, that they were Slaves, and that 
their Parents were {o, and that they were bought in 
ſuch a Market. Aiter this Examination they were 
mark*d with the King s Stamp. His Majeſty's Go- 
vernors and Officers are very well acquainted with 
all this Rogty of the Soldiers, and have had 
too great a haWin the invention of theſe Artifices, 
as appears by their having the largeſt ſhare of the 
Booty. 

When the Miſhonary Monks had got a great num- 
ber of Indians together in their Church to inſtru& 
*em in the knowledg of the true God, the Spani- 
#ds would ſiddenly come upon 'em with their 
Swords in their hands, and take what number of 
*tm they thought meet ; which could 'not but much 
{candalize the reſt, and extremely griev'd the Miſ. 
fionaries, who were only told by the Spaniards, that 
they wanted Men to carry their Baggage and Provi- 
ſions, and ſo were forc'd to take all patiently. When 
they had thus ſeiz'd the poor Indians, they ſet their 
mark upon ?em, and ſold *em for Slaves. 3 

The Governors at firſt ſeldom refus'd any that 
ask*d leave to plunder the adians, and ruin and de- 
polulate the Country. This was a kind of recom- 
penſe they gave 'em for the great Services they had 
render*d the King of Spain. But afterwards they 
took a Courſe that did not ſeem ſo diſhoneſt and 
cruel, but was equally pernicious to the People of 
the New World, which was to buy Slaves of the 
Caciques, threatning *em to burn %em alive if they 
did not furniſh ?em with ſuch a number as they de- 
manded, for which they would only give 'em a 
'Shirt or ſome ſuch Trifle ; fo that the poor Caciques 
became themſelves the ruin of their own Country 
for fear of being burnt, and made it their buſinels 
to £0 among their Subjeas to gather great Fumbers 
of Slaves together, to ſasisfy the Avarice of the K+ 
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would make the Caciques pay 
*em this tribute with other People; ſo thar they 
were conſtrain'd to go to ſorae of the neighbouring 
Caciques,'and would make their Complaint to em 


niards. 


after this manner : Theſe Tyrants threaten me (would 
one ſay) to cut my throat if I dow't furniſh *em with 
ſuch a number of Indians for Slaves, *and they won't 
ſuffer me to chufe out ſome of my own Subjeds for ?em ; 
therefore I deſare the liberty to take ſome of yours, and 
you ſhall bave as many of mine for *em. I am content 
(would the other ſay) and the rather becauſe I my 
ſelf am oblig*d to pay ſuch-a Tribute as you are, and to 
ſeek for Slaves out of my own Country to ſatisfy the Spa- 
niards. The Caciques themſelves were wont to bring 
theſe poor Slaves to be mark'd, and were made to 
ſmear they were none of their SubjeRts, but that they 
had taken 'em among their Neighbors ; which was 
true, but the | Spaniards Were never the leſs guilty in 
conſtraining * em ſo to do. The Governors that knew 
their injuſtice and roguery, wink'd at it, and would 
never accuſe any of *em of theſe prevarications be- 
fore the Judges of the Royal Council; for they 
made it no part of their care to perform their Duty 
to God and the King faithfully ; nor did they ſeem 
to be touch'd with the leaſt Compaſſion in obſerv- 
ing all the violence committed againſt thoſe miſera- 
ble People. 

I could produce a multitude of proofs to con- 
firm what I ſay, but one ſhall ſuffice at preſent, 
There came an Order from the King to the Gover- 
nor of the Province of Vicaraqua, to forbid him ta 
inflave any Indians, or to brand him with the King's 
Arms: at the ſame time there was a Ship in the 
Road that was deſign'd to be filld with Slaves ; 
which made the Governor forbear to publiſh the 
Ordes he had receiv'd, till the Veſſe] was laden 
with Indians, and ready to ſet {ail 3 nay he privately 
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gave notice to thoſe that were concern'd in the Ship, 
to make what haſte they could, andcarry away as 
many Slaves as they needed, becauſe .the King had 
fent an expreſs Prohibition to hinder any from being 
inſlaved for the future. 

It was once matter of Aſtoniſhment to ſee the 
fruitfulneſs,plenty and multitude of Inhabitants, that 
filPd the Province of Honduras ; and *tis now as de- 
plorable to behold the Miſery, Deſolation, and 
want of People there, which reſemble it to a melan- | 
choly Wilderneſs. The Governor of this Province 
made uſe of a trick not much unlike that of which 
we have been ſpeaking. He ow'd a great Sum of | 
Mony to ſome Merchants for Wine and other Com- 
modities he -had bonght of 'em; who had their 
Veſſels in the. Port, and expected this Governor to 
pay *em in Slaves. But the Emperor's Order forbid- 
ding him to make any Slaves in this Province being 
very ſtrict,he durſt not take up Indians publicly to pay 
his debts, tor fear of provoking the Emperor by acting 
direQly againſt his Command : He therefore ſent out | 
two of his Captains, one to the Sea-Coaſt, and the 
other farther up into the Continent, with Orders to 
take up ſuch Indians as were likely to make the leaſt 
noiſe and diſturbance by their Complaints; theſe he 
order'd to be embarqued, and to prevent to himſelf 
any danger from the Court, he pretended theſe In- 
dians were ſeditious Perſons and Malefactors, whom 
he was oblig'd to baniſh, becauſe it would have been 
of 11] conſequence to have let *em remain in their 
Country : This was the Pretext under which he ſold 
'em for Slaves to pay his Debts. And with this ſort 
of. Coin the £panzards us'd to buy all ſorts of Coms 
modirties that came from Europe, and whatever elſe 
they thought neceſſary. So that *tis no wonder 
that thoſe fine and rich Provinces are become for- 
lorn Deſerts, ſince this Trade of buying and SIG 

' Slaves 
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Slaves has been allow'd, which was firſt prattis'd in 
Hiſpaniola. Sometimes the Spanrards to deceive the 
Indians would perſwade 'em they ſhould go with 
them into Spain, when they deſign'd only to carry 
'em to the Ifle of Cuba, and ſell *em there. And 
there are many ſtill at Havana, that were taken aft- 
ter this manner ; for when other Spaniards heard of 
the Stratagems. their Countrymen us'd to impoſe on 
the poor /adians, they would ule the ſame Tricks, 
and brag of *em inſtead of being aſham'd ; ſo that 
the World has been ſufficiently inform'd of theſe Ar- 
tifices, The Miſeries and Deſolations of the Provin- 
ces of Nicaraqua and Guatimala,of the greateſt part of 
Mexico, Tabeſco, and Panuco, are inconteſtible Proofs 
of the Cruelties and other Crimes of the Spaniards. 
The Archbiſhop of Mexico wrote an Account of *em 
by way of complaint to the Royal Council for the 
Indies, wherein he inform'd *em that the Governor 
had loaded twenty eight Ships with Slaves. The 
Governor of the Province of Xaliſco took for his 
own Share 4560 Slaves, Men, Women and Chil- 
dren, ſome of whom were but one, others two or 
three years old ; all was fiſh that came tonet ; be- 
ſides an infinit number that other Spaniards took in 


this Province, againſt the King's expreſs Orders, 


who was much diſpleas'd that thoſe People ſhould 
be inflav'd, who ought ro have bin inſtructed in the 
knowledg of the true God, and of the Chriſtian 
Religion, in order to their Salvation. Thoſe Fle- 
miſh Merchants that got poſſeſſion of the Kingdom 
of Yencuela, to pillage and deſtroy it, made horri- 
ble Spoil there for the ſpace of twenty years. That 
all I ſay is the very Truth, may better appear 
by conſulting the Archives of the Royal Conncil, 
which are full of complaints againſt the inſidious 
Contrivances of the Spaniards, and the great Violen- 
ces they have committed to enſhye the poor — 
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Theſe poor Wretches have no body to interceed 
for *em, or to prote&t *em-; and are always in great 
conſternation, becauſe continually expos'd to the in- 
ſults of their Enemies, who oppreſs *em without be- 
ing calPd to account for it. So that they deſpair of 
16lief, not knowing to whom to addreſs themſelves 
for juſtice. 

Now {ſeeing the Artifices that have bin us'd to in- 
ſlave theſe poor Creatures, are ſo unjuſt and tyranni- 
cal ; and ſeeing theſe People as well as others are 
born free, it follows that the Spaniards have ated 
contrary to the Law of Nations,in inſlaving all thoſe 
Indians whom they have taken for that end ever 
lince the Diſcovery of the New World, and have 
by their Violences evidently tranſgreſs'd the Law of 
God and: Nature. | | 

To prove yet farther that the Spaniards are ob- 
lig'd to reſtore thoſe Indians their Liberty, whom 
they yet detain in bondage, there's only need of 
making one reflection, namely, that the Law of God 
obliges us to make reſtitution of every thing we 
have taken unjuſtly from our Neighbours, and to 
make reparation for the injuries done *em 3 and 
without doing thus *tis impoſlible to be fav'd. Up- 
on this: Principle *tis evident, that the Spanzards 
ought to releaſe their Indian Slaves, and to do what 
1n *em lies to make *em amends for the wrong they 
bave done 'em, againſt all Law and Equity ; for *tis 
not to be ſuppos'd the ſin will be forgiven, -till 
what has bin unjuſtly taken away is reſtor'd ; and 
conſequently the Spaniards wha have treated the 
poor 1-d:ans after ſo ill a manner, and yet don't go 
about to make ?em ſatisfaction, are under the guilt 
of a mortal Sin. 

To make this appear yet more evidently, two 
things muſt be ſuppos'd. Firſt, that there were no 
Slaves in New Spain, on the Borders of which Ph 
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dwelt divers Nations, eſpecially the Mexicans, that 
are more dexterons and politic than other Ind:ans - 
This every one knows who is acquainted with 
the new World. Secondly, That the term Slave 
does not ſignify the ſame thing among the Indians as 
among the Europeans, but only denotes a Servant 
with the former, or one that has ſome particular 
obligation to aſſiſt vs in our neceſſary Affairs; 1o 
that to be the Slave of an Indian, is to be but one 
degree below his Son ; *tis to dwell in his Houſe, to 
take care of his Goods and Silver, to wait on his 
Wife and Children, which is conſiſtent with the- 
enjoyment of his Liberty : He ſets the Houſe in 
order, ſows the Land, and does any neceſſary work, 
as occaſion requires. And his Maſter on his part 


. treats him with a great deal of Kindneſs and Hu- 


manity, as if he were not oblig'd to render him-this 
Service. Thoſe Miſſionaries that have learn'd the 
Indian Language, and know the import of their 
words, can teſtify the truth of what I fay. 

It is farther to be ſuppos'd, that in New Spain and 
Mexico many unlawful ways have bin us'd by the 
Spaniards to inſlave the Indians, in ſo much that one 
would have thought they knew nothing of the true 
God, nor had ever heard of the Precepts of the 
Goſpel. When there was a Famin there, which ſel- 
dom happens in thoſe rich and fertil Countries, 
thoſe Indians that had a ſtock of Corn, perſwaded 
them that were poor to ſell *em their Children for 
ſome of their Corn : with this propoſal they com- 
ply'd very willingly, becauſe their Servitude is ſo 
eaſy, their Slaves not being oblig'd to any very hard 
Labor. And the Indians are naturally obſequious and 
ſubmiſſive to thoſe on whom they depend; they 
would give one of their Children for five Buſhels of 
Corn, and this was the ordinary Price they gave. 
"Tis true, this was an unjyſt method of making 
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Slaves, becauſe all things ought to be common in a 
time of extreme Necellity ; for the Law of Na. 
- ture obliges us freely to give or lend to thoſe that 
are under preſling want. 

Another occaſion on which the Spaniards made 
the 1dians their Slaves was thisz when any one had 
found an Indian with ſome Ears of Corn which he 
had ſtolen, he had Authority to make him his Slave, 
The Miſhonaries have obſerv'd that ſome of 'em 
would malictouſly ſcatter Ears of Corn in the High- 
ways, that they might ſeize thoſe for Slaves that 
had innocently gather'd *em up. Beſides this, the 
Parents and Relations, of him that had the Corn 
found upon him were made Slaves for this imagina- 
ry Theft, which is a very unjuſt and criminal Ar- 
tice. They likewiſe had invented a ſort of Play 
among ?em, in which he that loſt was made a Slave; 
the beſt Players would make as if they knew not 
how to play, to inſnare thoſe that were ignorant 
into: their Service. If any one whom they had thus 
caught, preſunrd to run away, his neareſt Relations 
were forc'd to ſupply his place. When a Free-man 
had lain with a Woman that was a Slave, her Maſter 
had power to ſeize him, or his Wife, if he were 
married, and to oblige him to ſerve him till ſhe was 
brought to bed. Which Cuſtom obtain'd through- 
_ out the whole Country. He that had a young Maid to 
his Slave, would inſlave any one that lay with her, 
which was attended with great Inconventences ;, 
for the Maſters of theſe young She-ſlaves wonld put 
*em upon enticing Men to lie with *em, on purpoſe 
to catch *'em in this 'Trap. If a Slave took any thing 

out of his Maſter's Houſe to give it to his Relations, 

_ they all immediately became his Maſter's: Slaves. 
When ſeveral Merchants went into other Countries - 
for Slaves to fell in New Spain, where they had the 
hbeit trade for 'em, they lent thoſe that were _ 
| ner 
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their Goods and Corn upon Ulſury ; and when they 
were not in a condition to pay for what they had 
bought, they ſerz'd ?em for Slaves. If he that ow'd 
the Sum, died before the Debt was diſcharg'd, and 
his Wife and Children were not capable of paying 
the Creditor, they became his Slaves. In time of Fa- 
min, Parents would {ell one of their Children to ſerve 
a Maſter for a certain number of years; but indeed 
there-was no end of this Servitude, for if the Maſter 
dy'd, his Relations would take poſleſſion of his Slave. 
But the Biſhop of Mexico, who is a very pious and 
virtuous Prelat, has written an account in Latin of 
all the-Tricks the Spanzards have us'd to inſlave the 
Indians ;, by which *tis eaſy to ſee with how much 
Injuſtice they have abus'd the Simplicity and Neceſ- 
ſity of theſe poor wretches to reduce *em to a miſe- 
rable ſtate of Bondage. 

From what I have been relating it appears, that 
the Indians being Idolaters, and deſtitute of the 
knowledg of the true God, and the Rules of Chriſ- 
tianity, dowt regulate their Actions by ſuch Mo- 
tives as the fear of Hell, and the defire of Heaven, 
and the hope of having their good Works rewarded 
hereafter: Therefore they are vicious and corrupt 
in many TeſpeQs ; for inſtance, they don't obſerve 
the Law of Nations in the Wars they make one up- 
on another ; by which one may well gnelſs there are 
many other injuſt things done among 'em. 

But the Faith of Chriſt, and the Precepts of the 
Goſpel are for preſerving only good Laws and 
Cuſtoms, and for aboliſhing thoſe that are bad, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as are oppoſite to the Law of Nature, 
and prejudicial to Human Society. Therefore thoſe 
Indians that are converted, who have bin guilty of 
Polygamy, are oblig'd to put away all their Wives 
but one, according to the preſcription of the Law 
of God, as well as to reſtore all the Goods ct 
aye 
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have gotten by unlawful ways of Robbery or Extor- 
tion. | If Chriſtians follow the evil Cuſtoms of 1n. 
fidels, or tolerate 'em when they can hinder 'em, 
they manifeſtly render themſelves Accomplices in 
the Crimes of thoſe Idolaters, becauſe we are oh- 
lig'd by the Divine Law to abſtain from ſuch ARiong 
as may ,occaſion- Scandal, or any way injure the 
temporal or ſpiritual Welfare of our Neighbor. 
For this reaſon St. Pau} commanded Chriſtians not 
to eat. things offer'd to Idols, leſt it ſhould be 
thought they approv'd of thoſe damnable Sacri- 
fices ; tho they might eat of thoſe very meat*, pro- 
vided the Pagans did not ſee 'em, and ſo were not 
ſcandaliz'd by the Action. 

All Chriſtians are oblig'd by the Divine Word 
to do what in 'em lies for the Abolition of ſinful 
Cuſtoms, or at leaſt to abſtain from *em, and diſ- 
approve *em themſelves. And when a man. doubts 
whether any Action he is about to do is juſt or injuſt, 
he can't do it with a good Conſcience: this is a ge- 
neral Rule that admits of no exception, becauſe 
Chriſtians are oblig*d by. the DoQtrin of the Goſpel, 
rather to loſe all they have than to commit the leaſt 
Sin. Therefore while the Mind heſitates and doubts, 
whether the Aftion on which one thinks be {in or 
no, we ought neceſlarily to abſtain from it. The 
very deſire of doing ſuch an Action is contrary to 
' right Reaſon, and to the Love of God; becauſe it 
would be to expoſe one's ſelf to the hazard of trani- 
greſling the Divine Will, to do that concerning 
which one labors under an uncertainty whether it 
be lawful or forbidden. And the Doubt, when one 
thus ventures to fin, is no longer a mere Doubt, 
but moſt certainly becomes an Offence againſt God, 
becauſe we are always oblig'd to take the ſafell 
courſe. When it falls out that we meet with two 
Ways, and 815 LOcerimin WHICH - 38. the HOW. 

| oug 


and Craelties in the Weſt-Indies. 175 
ovght always to chuſe that which is the leaſt dan- 
gerous, according to that Maxim of St. Auguſtin 
in his penitential Book, Take what ts certain, and 
leave what 15 uncertain. 

The Rules of the Civil Law, which are confirm'd 
by Reaſon, by the Law of Nature, and that of 
Chriſtian Charity, admit of a Difpenſation in ſome: 
caſes, when there is a proſpe& of ſome great Good, 
to which a greater ſtri&neſs would probably be 
prejudicial. But *tis a general Rule, that when a 
Man deliberates on two doubtful things, he is to 
determin his choice on that ſide where he may avoid 
Sin, where there are the feweſt Inconveniences, 
and where his Neighbour's Intereft runs the leaſt 
hazard. Upon this Principle, Clergy-men ought 
not to be oblig'd to retire and live ſeparatly from 
thetr Mothers, Grandmothers or Siſters, or to for- 
ſake their Father's Houſe ; becauſe fuch a Separation 
may be very diſadvantagious to em, tho there may 
poſſibly be ſome Inconventence likewiſe in their 
dwelling together. 

[That man retains a thing with-an evil Conſcience, 
about which he tis in doubt. whether it be lawfully 
gotten, or which he has receiv'd of one who had 
no right to it, or who had reaſon to doubt whether 
it belong'd to him or no. Whatever is poſleſs'd 
under ſuch circumſtances, is kept contrary to the 
Rules of Juſtice, and againſt both the Law of God 
and Nature. Therefore the Spaniards who keep 
thoſe Indians in ſlavery, concerning whom they are 
in doubt whether they have bin bought, or given 
to thoſe of whom they had %em, a& contrary to 
Juſtice and to the Law of God, in retaining 'em 
while under this doubt, Every one knows that a 
man 1s oblig'd to reſtore whatever he does not law - 
tully poſſeſs, and whatever he has receiv'd from one 
that had no juſt right to it, becauſe a man can't 
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communicate a right to another which hehas not 
firſt himſelf. Thus when anyone buys or receives 
any thing from a Perſon who ſells: or gives it, and 
yet has no right to it, he 1s-unjuſt if” he keeps it, 
and is oblig?d to make reſtitution, The Reafor- is 
evident, becauſe *tis no leſs than the commiſſion of 
Theft, wilfully to retain any thing againſt the will 
of him'to. whom 1t appertains. - And tho this thing 
ſhould have paſt through a thouſand hands before it 
came to you, you would have no right to withold 
it from the proper Owner, becauſe theſe were all 
unlawful Poſleſſors, and conſequently ought to have 
made reſtitution. And tho ſome human Laws give 
permiſſion to retain a thing which one has bought 
with Mony that 1s coin'd with the King's ſtamp, and 
1s current im the Commonwealth, yet this is no law- 
ful Title to it, becauſe human Laws muſt not pre- 
{ſcribe contrary to the Law of God and Nature, nor 
to good Morals, which forbid Theft, and the with- 
olding of another man's Goods againſt the conſent of 
the rightful Owner. Inferiors, and ſuch are Kings 
themſelves in reſpet of the Divine Majeſty, cant 
juſtly eſtabliſh any thing in prejudice to the Law of 
God, which 1s ſuperior to all other Laws. 

He that buys ſtolen Goods knowingly, is an Ac- 
ceſſory in the Robbery : and if he does but ſuſpedt 
they are ſtolen, and has not bin ſo diligent as he 
might have bin,” to inform himſelf whether they 
were lawfully gotten, he cant keep *em with a good 
Conſcience ; becauſe no man can innocently do that 
which expoſes him to Sin. - And if we will not take 
the pains to inform our ſelves whether that which 
is {old or given to us be lawfully gotten, when we: 
are in doubt about it, 'we can't be the lawful Pof- 
{eſtors, becauſe this is a culpable and wilfal Igno- 
rance. Thoſe who have in ſuch caſes conſulted Men 


capable of giving information, are excuſable, 7 
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leſs themſelves be of ſuch a CharaQer as obliges 
'em to be acquainted with Law and Equity, as Ci- 
vilians; Judges, and the like; or when they ask ad- 
vice, content themſelves with conſulting only one 
Perſon, tho they have opportunity of adviſitig with 
many 3 or ask counſel of intereſted Perſons, and ſuch 
4s will not anſwer according to the Dictates of their 
Conſcience, inſtead of conſulting Men of Integrity 
who will give advice according to the Rules of Law 
and Equity ; or when they addreſs themſelves to 
Perſons whoſe Honeſty 1s ſuſpected upon good 
grounds. A Man is not excuſable under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances As theſe, tho he ask Counſel of the 
Learned in the Law ; and after having taken their 
Advice, ads contrary to Right and Equity. Theſe 
four Circumſtances being regarded, may be of great 
uſe to eaſe ſcrupulous perſons of their doubts, and . 
to give 'em peace of Conſcience. . 

And by theſe Principles it may be eaſily knowtt 
that the Spaniards unjuſtly retain moſt of their 11- 
dian Slaves againſt the Law of God: atid if they 
have a right to any of *em, the number is very ſmall; 
and they have reaſon to doubt whether theſe have 
been lawfully made Slaves; becauſe thoſe they have 
had fron the Mdians have been brought to *emt as 
a Tribute extorted from *em againſt their will;. by 
Fear, Menaces and Torments ; ſo that they have no 
juſt Title to *em : or if they have bought *em of 
Indians, they have us'd unfair tricks to procure 7m; 
having terrified the Caciques, and coriſtraind *ent 
by Tortures to deliver up their Subjed&s irito their 
bands, threatning ottierwiſe to accuſe *em to the 
Judges for worſhipping and offeting Sacrifices to 
Idols ; fo that the poor Caciques wher they could 
not give the Spaniards as many Indians. as they de- 
manded, ugd ro ſtedl *em where they could; *Tis 
true; when theſe Diſorders came tobe known to h15 
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Majeſty, he expreſly forbad any ſuch ways of in- 


As for thoſe few Slaves which the Indians have 
voluntarily. ſold, tho the Spaniards have hitherto 
made no queſtion that they had a lawful right to 
'em, they have had however reaſon enough to doubt 
it, and they ought by no means to have taken 
poſſeſſion of *em, till they had firſt uvs'd all neceſſa- 
ry diligence to get information whether they might 
do it with a good Conſcience ; and it after all their 
inquiry the matter remain'd dubious, they ought 
not to have bought *em while under that ſcruple: 
So that all the ways they have taken to procure 
themſelves great numbers of Slaves are unlawful: 


| And when the Indian Princes ſaw how eagerly the 


Spaniards purſud this trade, they would tyrannize 
over their Subjects, and force *em to become Slaves, 
that they might be capable of anſwering the Spaniard 
demands, and of buying the trifles they ſold em. 
The Judges of the Royal Council, who have ſounded: 
this matter to the bottom, have declar'd, that ſcarce 
any of the Indians have been lawfully inflav'd, and] 
on this account have ſet many of *em at liberty. | 
The Miſſionary Monks who underſtood the Lan-Þ 
gvage of the Indians, and were acquainted withſ 
their Secrets, have declar'd, that thoſe who have 
kept.'em as their Slaves, have done ſo without any 
juſt ground : and they had no intereſt to ſpeak after 
this manner, being, only concern'd about the Salva-] 
tion of Souls. RE 
And can it be thought that the Spaniards were ig] 
norant of what themſelves had done, who madq 
themſelves formidable to the poor Indians, and forc'q 
'em by ſevere Puniſhments to procure 'em what 
Slaves they requir*d ? And theſe ignorant Infidels 
who have ſo little of the fear or love of God, might 
ealily perſyade themſelves that there was nog 
juſtice 
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juſtice in doing what they ſaw Chriſtians do . before 
em ; ſo that their ill Examples might well,embolden 
| 'em to ſteal away fatherleſs Children, to trepan the 
| ignorant, and even to make uſe of force and vio- 
| ence to get Slaves to fell to the Spaniards. For 
after this manner have the Indians been cortupted 
| and inducd to commit all kinds of Injuſtice againſt 
| their own Country-men to procure Slaves, ſince 
|| they have had Converſation with the Chriſtians, 
|| who Incouraged %em in theſe Tricks, not only by 
their Words, but likewiſe by their Example. And 
'tis moſt certain, the Spaniards could not be igno- 
| rant of theſe unrighteous Proceedings, ſince them- | 
off {elves were the occaſion and inſtruments of all this 
Miſchief : and it muſt at leaſt be granted, that they 
were oblig'd to ſuſpect whether the Slaves that were 
4,0 Prought *em were taken as lawful Priſoners of War, 
n.| and to inquire whether they might keep 'em with a 
ef good Conſcience or not. | 
"cl They drove this trade with ſuſpicious Perſons,” | 
na1.4nd therefore might well have preſum'd that they 
offended the Rules of Juſtice ; and that thoſe that 
an. gave or ſold theſe Slaves to *em, had no right ſo to 
ith) 40. Men ought to be very cautious how they deal 
avel With the Indians, leſt they approve of the Theft and 
j other Crimes of theſe Infidels. The Spaniards knew 
fer ell enough what was commonly reported of the 
14-0119ians every where, that they us'd many unjuſt-and 
tyrannical ways to get Slaves on all ſides; and there- 
ip fore ought to have ſcrupled the buying of *emt ſuch 
a4 were naturally free, and who had bin inſlav'd 
rod againſt the Law of Nations: So that they can ne- 
what '<r excuſe themſelves from poſleſling 'em unjuſtly, 
Jels9nd from participating of the Crimes of the Indians 
tight" ſtealing and captivating great numbers of People. 
» Inf Among a hundred thouſand Slaves whom the Indians 
{tic have ſold to the Spantards, or paid *em by way of 
48 N 2 Tribute, 
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Tribute, perhaps not one of *em was properly a 
Slave, or taken in a juſt and lawful War. But al- 
lowing ſome of *em to be ſo, how could they be diſ- 
tinguiſh'd from the reſt in this vaſt number ? Beſides, 
that. there is a great difference, as we have already 
obſerv'd, between the Slaves of the Indians and 
thoſe of the Europeans : The former make Slavery 
not very uneaſy or troubleſom, their Slaves being 
in a manner free, and not much differing from their 
Children; whereas Slavery among the Spaniards 1s a 
moſt terrible condition, and thoſe that are ſubjected 
to it, enjoy no Favor, Comfort or Reſt, but are con- 
tinually expos'd to Hunger and Thirſt, and other 
ſevere Puniſhments: Nor are there any Laws or 
Statutes that can ſoften the cruel Temper of the 
Spaniards, and hinder 'em from exaQting of their 
Slaves ſuch Service as ſurpaſſes human Strength. 
From all the Principles we have been eſtabliſhing, 
it follows, Firſt, that his Majeſty is oblig'd by the 
Law of God to ſet all thoſe Indians at liberty, 
whom the Spaniards have made their Slaves, and 
unjuſtly retain as ſuch. Firſt, Becauſe his Majeſty 
is oblig'd to do Juſtice to all the World, to great 
and ſmall, without reſpe& of Perſons, without de- 
ſpiſing the Cauſe of the miſerable and afflicted, who 
are not in a condition to defend themſelves, or re- 
dreſs their own Grievances. *Tis the principal du- 
ty. of Kings to execute Juſtice, and protect the 
weak againſt the oppreſſion of the ſtrong ; and 
when they fail in this, they ſometimes draw dowln 
the Divine Vengeance on their own Perſons and 
Kingdoms ; becauſe the Cries of the poor, and ſuch 
as labor under Miſery, inceſſantly go up to the 
Throne of God. And ſince the Spaniards unjultly 
oppreſs the Iadians, who have no way to fſecurt 
themielves from the Violence and 'Tyranny of the! 
Ferſecutors ; 'tis evident his Majeſty is ner to 
Op 
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ſtop the courſe of their Injuſtice, and to reſtore * 
thoſe poor People their Liberty who groan under 
ſo cruel a Bondage. Nor ought this to be one mo- 
ment deferr'd, ſecing theſe Vexations are publick 
and notorious, and his Majeſty cannot be 1gnorant 
of 'em. 

Thoſe Kings that are w:lling to obſerve the {rict 
Rules of Juſtice, whether Pagans or Chriſtians, ought 
to uſe their utmoſt Efforts to keep their Subjects in 
peace, tho at the ſame time they ſhould forget no- 
thing that may conduce to lead 'em in the way of 
Virtue ; becauſe the end that every Governor of a 
Commonwealth ought to propoſe to himſelt is, to 
att ſo as to render all his Subjects virtuous: How 
much more are Catholic Princes, who profeſs to 
follow the Rules of Chriſt, oblig'd to govern their 
Subjects according to his Precepts, and to remove 
all the Obſtacles that are likely to turn 'em out of 
the way of Truth ? In which Enterprize they cannot . 
ſucceed without giving *em good and equal Laws, 
and obliging ?em to an exact obſervance of 'em. 

Chriſtian Princes are moreover bound to exhort: 
their Subjects to ſerve the true God, and to yield 
obedience to the Doctrin of Chriſt, as much as 
poſſibly they can. And ſeeing the* Spanzards by un- 
juſtly retaining the dians in ſlavery, are continually 
in the habit of a mortal Sin, and conſequently dont 
live according to the Laws of Chriſt, our Kings 
ought to command 'em to releaſe all the dans, 
that they may remove this great Obſtacle which lies 
In the way of their Subjects Salvation. The Royal 
- Character of Princes obliges *em to make Laws and 
Regulations, that Juſtice may be maintain'd, and 
the People ſubje& to their Government preſerv'd 
in the practice of Virtue; and are likewiſe requir 4 
by the Divine Law to employ their temporal Power 
tor the augmentation of the Catholic Church, and 
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the maintenance of Eccleſiaſtical Diſciplin, that the 
Profeſlors of Chriſtianity may not rebel againſt the 
Miniſters of Chriſt. In this they may lawfully em- 
ploy the terror of their Arms, to keep all People 
to their Duty; for otherwiſe Temporal Powers 
would not be neceſſary for the adminiſtration of the 
Afﬀairs of the Church. From hence it may fairly 
be concluded, that the King of Spain ought to uſe 
his power to render Juſtice to the poor Mdians, who 
are ſo tyrannically oppreſs'd, and to ſtrengthen the 
hands of the Miniſters of the Church in the Indies 
by his Authority, who are not able to make any 
progreſs by their Miniſtry among the Natives, nor 
to reclaim the Spaniards from their Vices, while they 
ars ſuffer'd to afflict and perſecute the poor ndians, 
becauſe theſe continual Violences, and their fixd 
reſolution to perſiſt in *em, are habitual Sins, At 
preſent the g7 regard not at all the Remonſtrances and 
Menaces of Prelats, or Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, but 
go on adding Sin to Sin, in ſo much that the Church 
in the Indies is in a forlorn condition, and under 
great difficulties : ſo that the dans ought to be ſet 
free, that the ObſtruQtions lying in the way of their 
Salvation may be remov'd, and that they may the 
better be engag 'd to ſubmit to the Do&rin that is 
preacied to %*em; For by this means Chriſtian | 
Paſtors will have a full liberty to exerciſe their Mi- 
niſtry, and todiſcharge their Apoſtolic Fun&tions. 
Tife Biſhops of America are oblig'd by the Law 
of God continually to ſollicit his Majeſty' and his 
Royal Council to deliver the Mdians from the Op» 
preſſion under which they groan, and to give 'em 
their former Liberty, becauſe theſe Biſhops are ne- 
ceſlarily engag'd by their Charafter to do the beſt 
they can far the diſcharge of their Paſtoral Office, 
which conſiſts in zoverning and teaching the People 
under their Conguct, and in proyiding for all their 
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ſpiritual neceſſities; as alſo in ſecuring 'em as well as 
they can from any temporal Injury, and in reſcuing 
'em from the hands of Opprellors, eſpecially when 
the Vexations they ſuffer are ſo many ſtumbling 
blocks in the way of their Salvation. Nor ought 
they to be wanting in procuring *em all the tempo- 
ral Advantages they can. 

The Dominican and Franciſcan Friers are very pl- 
ous and prudent, and deſerve to be highly commend- 
ed, in that they have agreed to refuſe abſolution to 
all the Spaniards of New Spain, who keep Indian 
Slaves, and to oblige *em to bring this aitair under 
examination before the Royal Council, in con- 
formity to the Laws newly made ; tho they would 
have done better not to have had recourſe to this 
Tribunal. Theſe Monks know very well by experi- 
ence what unjuſt and deceitful Methods have been 
us d to inflave the Indians, and can't doubt but God 
has been highly offended by theſe Violences, and 
that thoſe who have committed "em are oblig'd to 
repair- the Injuries of which they have been guilty. 
A Confeſſor who undertakes to hear Mens Contfeſlt- 
ons, one who officiates in quality of a Biſhop or 
Curat as a ſpiritual Judg, ought to underſtand the 
Obligations of his Miniſtry, and to have that know- 
ledg and prudence which is requilite to perform it 
after a becoming manner, that he may paſs a'wiſe 
and juſt Judgment on all matters propos'd to- him, 
and rightly diſcern what wrong is offer'd to any op- 
preſſed Party. If his ignorance or negligence is the 
cauſe of his Miſtake, ſo that he obliges not his Pe- 
nitent to reſtore any ill-gotten goods, he commits a 
great Sin, and is himſelf bound to make reſtituti- 
on and amends for the Injuſtice done the offended 
Party : Juſt as a Phyſician who has through 1gno- 
rance done ſome conſiderable Miſchief to his Pa- 
tient, or occaſion'd his death, ought to make ſome 
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ſpecial Reparation for his fault. The ſame may 
be faid of Judges that paſs an- unrighteous Sen- 
tence, while they are ignorant of the Law, or take 
no care to inform themſelves of the merit of the 
Cauſe before ?em, becauſe ſuch negle&t and igno- 
rance are criminal, and they ought to know the 
matters on which they are intruſted to paſs a Judg- 
ment. Og 
 *Tis certain all the Eccleſiaſtical Perſons in New 
Spain are well aſſur'd that the Indians have been in- 
flav'd, and are ſtill kept in bondage, contrary to all 
Law and Equity ; and therefore are not oblig'd to 
refer the Examination of this Afﬀair to the Royal 
Council : beſides, there are all ſorts of tricks and 
devices uſed to divert the Council from taking cog- 
nizance of the matter, leſt they ſhould ſuppreſs thoſe 
vexatious Praftices. His Majeſty ought with all 
ſpeed to iſſue out his Orders for the releaſe of theſe 
miſerable People, and ſo much the rather, becauſe 
the oppreſſion they are under is the occaſion of the 
ruin of an infinit number of Souls. And this is the 
only way to reclaim the Spaniards from the habit of 
a mortal Sin, and to put the Prelats in a conditi- 
on freely to acquit themſelves of their Eccleſiaſtical 
Functions. 6D rd ion nr -v 


_ Among all the Expedients Frier Don Bartholomey 
de Laſ-Caſas, Biſhop of the Royal City of Chzapa, 
propos'd tor the reeſtabliſhment of Peace and Tran- 
quillity in America, the moſt effeQtual was that of 
directly {ubjetting all the MWeſt-Imdies to the Crown 
of Spary, that ſo the Spaniſh Lords might be uncapa- 
ble of making the Indians their own Subjedts and 
Vaſſals, "And he ſupported this Propoſal with many 
yery cogent Reaſons, 

* Firſt, he ſays, the Princes and People of the New 
World being Infidels, and their Converſion eb 
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holy Faith appearing necellary, *tis very proper 
they ſhould be under the Protection of a Catholic 
and powerful King, who has a true zeal for the ho- 
nor and propagation of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
might ſend able Miſſionaries into the New World, 


. to bring thoſe [dolaters ta the knowledg of the true 


God, and to embrace our Divine Religion, and ſub- 
mit themſelyes to the Holy See. And hence it ap- 
pears that nothing can be more advantageous to the 
/adians, than to put themſelves under the protecti- 
on of Catholic Princes, that no particular Lords 
may be capable of taking poſſeſſion of ?em as their 
Property. This is what the Kings of Spain ought 
to regard, without ſharing with any others that Pow- 
er and Authority they have acquired over the 4- 
dians ;, for they ought to preſerve this Juriſdiction 
immediately to themſelves, and not divide it to in- 
veſt private Men with it. And this is an Aﬀair of 
{o great conſequence, that no leſs than both the 
temporal and eternal Welfare of thoſe Nations de- 
pend on it; for the Converſion of the New World 
would be a very advantageous thing to the Com- 
monwealth. | 

'Tis neither juſt nor poſſible to abandon this Juriſ- 
diction to private Perſons, ſince none but the King 
can be inveſted with it ; becauſe when the Pope has 
once made choice of any Perſon or Power for this Af- 
fair, it ought not to be delegated or entruſted to ano- 
ther. When he has in this matter declar'd himſelf 
in favor of any Perſon illuſtrious by his Character 
and Merit, who has a perfe&t knowledg of any Cauſe 
he may have to determin, *tis to be preſun'd he'l 
paſs ſuch a Judgment as the Pope himſelf would 
have done. Now ?tis manifeſt that in the Caſe in 
queſtion we have a Perſon cloth'd with Grandeur and 
Dignity, ſeeing he is King of Spain, a very good 
Chriſtian, and zealous for the Catholic Religion ; 
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and the matter 1s of great importance, becauſe it 
concerns the preaching, and propagation of the true 
Faith and Worſhip of God, the Converſion of nume- 
rous Nations, and the Government of *em ; which 
is to 'be adminiſtred with Lenity and Prudence, 
that Juſtice may be maintain'd among em, and the 
love of Virtue inſpir'd into ?em : which is an Em- 
ploy too great for any but Soveraign Princes to 
perform. 

*T1s certain the Holy See has choſen the King of 
S$pam to be entruſted with the Government of the [1- 
dies ;, which may be prov'd by two conſiderable Cir- 
cumitances. The firſt of which is the Clauſe added 
in the Commilſion, We rely upon your Fidelity. Prudence 
and fuſtice : which 1s inſerted in the Bull of Grant 
and Commillion of the Indies to the moſt ſerene Kings 
of Spain, wherein'the Pope ſays in expreſs Terms ; 

© Knowing you to be Kings truly Catholic, as we 
© have been aſſurd by many experiences, and thar 
© your Plety is every where regarded throughout the 
© Chriſtian World, we doubt not but you will uſe 
© all the care and diligence you can for the Exaltati- 
© on and Increaſe of the Catholic Faith ; as you have 
© fpar'd no charge or pains to reſcue the Kingdom 
© of Grenada from the hands of Sarazens and Infidels, 
© which has ſo much conduc'd to the Glory of the 

© name of God. 
' The ſecond Circumſtance is, that when any &x- 
preis Order is added in the Commiſſion, the firſt 
Clauſe of it is expreſs'd in theſe Words: 

< We exhort you by your Holy Baptiſm, which 
© obliges' you to ſubmit to our Apoſtolic Orders 
© and we conjure you by the Bowels of Compaſſion 
© in Jeſus Chriſt, that you would generouſly under- 
© take this Expedition, to engage the People of the 
* New World to. embrace the Chriſtian Religion : 
5 nor let any Hardſhips or Perils diſcourage you, but 

| | % pur 
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« put your truſt in God, who will make your Work 
© ſucceed to his Glory. 


The other Clauſe contains a kind of Command, 
and 1s thus expreſs'd ; 
_ ©£ We command you in virtue of the holy Obe- |} 
© dience you owe usz_ and we doubt not but you 
© will undertake this Aﬀair with. a great deal of 
© zeal and fervor, and ſend into the Iflands and 
© Continent Men fearing God, able, experienc'd, 
© and capable of inſtructing the Inhabitants of the 
£ New World in the Catholic Faitk, and of inſpir- 
<ing *em with the love of Virtue, © 

Theſe Circumſtances make it ſufficiently appear, 
that the Pope gave the charge of cauſing the Indians 
to be inſtructed to the Kings of Spain, in conſide- 
ration of the ſignal Services render'd the Church by 
that Crawn ; nay, that he has oblig'd them to un- 
dertake this good work by his expreſs Command to 
8 apply themſelves to it, in virtue of the holy Obe- 
i dience they owe him. : 
| Purſuant to this theſe Princes ſolemnly engag'd 
themſelves to ſecond the Pope's deſigns with all their 
Power : Their Promiſe was turn'd into a Covenant, 
and became a formal Obligation on 'em ; and con- 
ſequently ?tis the indiſpenſible Duty of the Kings of 
Spain to he the Miniſters of the Holy See in carry- 
ing the Word of God into the Indies, and contribut- 
ing all their Power to continue the work of convert- 
ing the Indians : Their care ſhould be extended to 
their temporal as well as ſpiritual Concerns; and 
they ought to neglect nothing that may be neceſſary 
for their preſervation or converſion. Nor is it law- 
ful for theſe Princes to abdicate this Authority, and 
diveſt themſelves of this Juriſdiction. 
| Let your Majeſty therefore pleaſe to conſider ſe- 
|: | 7roully how ſtrit and indiſpenſible this Obligation 
't |} 35 be pleagd to remember that io the. year 1499, 
UT T5 when 
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when Chriſtopher Columbus, the firſt Diſcoverer and 

Admiral of the Weſt-Tadies, had permitted each 

Spaniard that accompanied him to take one 1dian in 

recompence of the great Services done the'Crown 
of Spain in that Voyage, when thoſe Tdians arriv'd 

in Spain, your Majeſty ſo much reſented it, that 

*twas not eaſy to appeaſe your Anger on that occa- 

ſion. Your Majeſty ask*d it the Admiral had power 

to deſtroy your Subjects; and commanded the Spa- 

#iards to ſend back to the Indres all the Indians they 

had brought from thence on pain of Death. Ac- 

cordingly they return'd in the year 1500, when 

Francts Bobadilla went to take the Government of the 

New World. 

The ſecond reaſon that proves your Majeſty under 
an obligation to incorporate the Indies into the In- 
heritance of your Crown, and not to ſuffer the S$pa- 
niards in the leaſt to uſurp any thing in quality of 
Lords and Maſters, 1s, that otherwiſe ?tis impoſlible | 
the People ſhould ever be brought to eſpouſe Chri- 
ſtianity. To comprehend the force of this Reaſon 
it muſt be remember'd that the Deſign of your Maje- 
{ty's Title to poſleſs theſe newly-diſcover?d Nations, 
is no other than the publication of the Goſpel, to 
ſpread the knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt among 'em; 
and conſequently your Majeſty 1s oblig'd to remove 
all Impediments' that oppoſe this end, by eſtabliſh- 
ing good Laws and Orders, and uſing all other juſt 
ways and means to render this deſign proſperous. 
The End 1s always the great Spring that ſhould give 
motion and direction to our Actions ; and *tis this 
we ought to have principally in view, that we may 
the better foreſee what Obſtructions are likely to 
lie in our way, and take the moſt ſutable meaſures 
to attain the end propos'd. Now *tis certain, that 
tne Power uſurp'd by the Spantards over the Indians 


is one of the greateſt hindxarces to the provctung 6 
the 
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the Goſpel among ?em for their Converſion. All 
the World knows their exceſlive Avarice makes *em 
unwilling to ſufter the Miſſionary Monks to preach 
the Goſpel to the Indians, whom thoſe Tyrants look 
upon as their Vaſſals; becauſe the publication of the 
Goſpel (they ſay) occaſions a conſiderable damage 
ro 'em two ways. Firſt, becauſe theſe Monks make 
the Indians loſe too much time in hearing their In- 
ſtructions; theſe People ({ay they) are naturally 
lazy and negligent, ſo that when they are diverted 
from their Work, tis hard to bring ?em to it again. 
[t has often happen'd when the Monks had got the 
Indians together in their Church to inſtruct *em, the 
Spaniards have come upon *em, and taken away a 
hundred or two by force, beating 'em cruelly to the 
{candal of the reſt, in ſpite of what the poor Monks 
could ſay or do. And ſuch Violences can't but ex- 
tremely impede the Salvation of the 1dians. Another 
Diſadvantage the Spaniards pretend to receive from 
the Converſion of the Indians, is, that when they are 
once inſtructed in the Maxims of Chriſttamty, they 
grow proud and untrattable, and not ſo capable to 
{ſerve *em: and is not this an open Confeſſion that 
their private Intereſt 1s dearer to *em than the Sal- 
vation of theſe Peoples Souls ? The frame of their 
mind is an habitual mortal Sin againſt Charity, the 
Oxder of which they pervert, not only in not pro- 
moting their Salvation themſelves, which they ought 
every day to do, being oblig'd in Conſcience either 
to inſtruct ?em, or procure others to do ſo; but 
alſo in that they are ſo far from acquitting them- 
ſelves of this duty, that with all their might they 
hinder others from informing *em, without bein 

afraid of the Judgments of that God, who will one 
day ſeverely puniſh 'em for want of Charity to their 
Neighbours, in witholding light from em, tho 


they 
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they have ſo much need of Information. They 
hinder the pious Miſſionaries from coming to preach 
to %em, leſt they ſhould become acquainted with their 
Vexations and Cruelties, which are ſo great and 
ſtrange, that the Monks are ſeiz'd with horror when 
the Mdians relate*em. And when they ſee with their 
own Eyes how miſerably the dians are treated, 
they make it their buſineſs (as they are bound in 
duty to God) to oppoſe theſe Diſorders. They 
ſometimes advertiſe the Judges of thoſe Tribunals 
your Majeſty has eſtabliſhed there of theſe things, 
to ſeek to redreſs *em that way ; tho the means hi- 
therto uſed have had very little effe&t ; becauſe 
the Governors and Judges having a great many 11- 
dians themſelves, to whom they are unmerciful and 
cruel, abuſe their Power in oppreſling theſe poor 
Creatures, cauſing em to be puniſh'd rigorouſly for 
the ſlighteſt faults. This is the true reaſon why the 
Monks are look?d upon as ſo many troubleſom Spies, 
and the Enemies of their temporal Intereſt; f 
that they can't endure ſo much as to ſee ?em, not 


would they willingly tolerate *em in the Country, 


but often curſe %em, and invent all ſorts of Calum- 
nies againſt *em. The poor Mdians almoſt deſpair 
to ſee any end of their Miſeries; and having nothing 
to truſt to but the Zeal and Charity of the Monks, 


do love and reverence *em as their Deliverers and 


ProteQors, ſtill: putting great Confidence in them 


under all their troubles ; they often come in Bodies 
out of their Towns and Cities to meet ?em : Buttis 
a great mortification to the Spaniards to ſee the 1#- 
dians pay theſe good Men ſo much reſpe® ; and 
they take occaſion from hence to reproach *em, 
pretending the Monks defign to make themſelves 
the Lords and Maſters of theſe poor Wretches. But 
God only knows what Labors and Hardie 290 
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Miſſionaries undergo, and to what Extremity they 
are often reduc'd by poverty and hunger ; when 
they undertake great Journeys with inexpreſlible 
fatigue, in rough and troubleſom ways, to aſliſt the 
Indians, and ſhew 'em the way of Salvation ; and to 
admoniſh the Spanzards of their enormous Sins, in 
tormenting 'em ſo many ways, in robbing and mur- 
dering em : all which Violences call for large reſti- 
tution, if they expe& to be ſav'd. Covetouſnels 
and Injuſtice reign more in the Mdzes, than in all the 
World beſides; tho the Spaniards have no juſt right 
nor power there, ſince they don't derive it of your 
Þ Majeſty. The 7rdians are naturally timorous and 

cowardly, or rather the ill Treatments and Cruel- 
ties of the Spaniards have terrified *em to that de- 
gree, that conſternation and dread are become na- 
 Y tural to *em, inſomuch that they ſcarce remember 
they are Men. 

'Tis impoſlible for Men in their Condition to ap= 
ply themſelves to hear the preaching of the Goſpel, 
that ſo they might become Chriſtians, fince the 
£ Spaniards ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſe it ; who ought there- 

fore to give up the Title they have uſurp'd over. 
them, ever ſince they made a Conqueſt of *em, as 
they are wont to boaſt. They that have any Intereſt 
in a Governor's favor, diſpoſe of the Perſons of 
the Indians as their proper Goods, and divide em 
among themſelves, as if they were born abſolute 
 [Vaſlalss Two or three Spaniards will ſometimes 
': appropriate to themſelves a whole Nation of Indi- 
ans. It may be the Maſter of the Family falls to 
the Lot of one, his Wife to another, and their 
Children to a third. They are ſent to the Mines 
: [loaded like Horſes, and forc'd to carry heavy Bur- 
A dens a hundred or two hundred Leagues ; this is 
oe [en every day. To obviate theſe Diſorders, it 
fo- will | 
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will not be ſufficient that your. Majeſty demand yout 
Tributes, and threaten thoſe with ſevere Puniſh- 
ment who ſhall preſume to torment the Indians for 
the future, or exact ſuch Tasks of *em as they are 
not juſtly oblis' d to perform ; for they'l ſtill perſiſt 
in the ſame courſe. 

As the ſevere Bondage of the Indians is a great 
obſtacle to their Converlion on the one hand, ſo on 
the other is the courſe taken to diſperſe * em at a 
Uiſtance one from another, whereby *ris almoſt im- 
poſſible to aſſemble a conſiderable number of %m. 
Both thele ways prevent their being inſtructed in 
our Religion, and put in the way of Salvation. 
*Ts neceſſary i in order to their being ted with the 
Divine Word, that they live itt Society, and be in 
a condition to be eaſily aſſembled ; and *tis as ne- 
cellary they ſhould enjoy an entite Liberty, that 
they might voluntarily embrace the Word of God: 
The Learned ſay there was no Syſtem of written 
Laws given by God in the time of Abraham, becauſe 
the Church was his Family, and did not conſiſt of any 
whole Nation. Nor did God ſee good to give his 
Law to the Iſraelites while in Egypt, tno they were 
then a numerous People, and computed to be no leſs 
than ſix hundred thouſand Men able to bear Arms, 
becauſe they were not a free People, being yet 1n 
Captivity. But the Almighty gave %m his Law 
when theſe two conditions were found in *em to- 
gether, namely, when they were both Numerous and 
Free ; which was not till he had employ*d his Power 
to deliver *em from the Yoke of Pharaoh, But of 
all Laws, that of the Goſpel eſpecially requires 
doth theſe Conditions, becauſe it ſuppoſes Perſons 
at hberty to ſeek to be inſtructed in it, and to put 


the Precepts of it in practiſe. And tis very pro- 


per tor thoſe that obſerve the Laws of Chriſt to 
in£cors 
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incorporate themſelves and live in Societies, that 
they may perform the ſolemn Acts of Divine Wor- 
ſhip by the practice of the ſeven Sacraments and 
other Ceremonies of the Church. "Tis neceſſary 
for Chriſtians to meet together from time to time 
in public to hear the Word of God, and aſliſt at 
other parts of his Worſhip, that ſo new Converts 
 W may be confirm'd in the manner of Life they have 
| embrac'd ; for without theie helps they would in- 

ſenſibly decline in their Zeal, and might come even 

to loſe their Faith. In ſhort, it the Spaniards are 
| permitted to keep the Indians ſcatter?d up and down 
Eon the Mountains, and in the Vallies, and to employ 
- WY *<m perpetually in performing the unreaſonable 
\ MW Tasks they exact of em, it will be impoſiible 'to 


inſtru& ?em in our Religion to any purpoſe. 
By what has been ſaid, your Majeſty may very well 
 W conceive what Diſorders reign in the Jndres, and 
1 WM how neceſſary *tis to hinder the Spaniards from re- 
« © raining the Natives under ſo ſevere a Yoke, and 
from proceeding to depopulate the Country as they 
have hitherto done. And that which is yet more 
deplorable, 1s, that they ſuffer ?em to die without 
taking care to have the Sacraments adminiſter'd to . 4 
'em, having no more regard for *em than for Dogs 
or Horſes. One would think they believ'd theſe | 
People to have no immortal Souls, but were uncapa= - 
ble of Rewards or Puniſhments in the other Life. 
The Spaniards are no way qualified either to be 
Lords and Maſters of the Indians, or to teach *em 
the Doqrin of the Goſpel, or to induce 'em to im- 
brace it by their Examples. A conſiderable num- 
ber of Indians were committed to the care of Joh 
Colmenero to be inſtructed in our Religion, tho he 
was ſo ignorant that he knew not well how to make : 
the ſign of the Croſs, or give any tolerable account 
of his own Faith ; in ſo much that when he was ask'd 
O what 
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what he taught thoſe Indians under his ConduQ, he 


they ſee the Chriſtians guilty of all theſe, againſ|* 


could make no other Anſwer than that he taught 
*'em to make the ſign of the Croſs, but pronounc'd 
the. words wrong that are us'd in that Ceremony, 
When the Indians of one Province had brought all 
their 1dols to the Miſſionaries, with Proteſtations that 
they now deteſted that impious Worſhip, and were 
reſolv'd to ſerve the true God for time to come, 
the Spaniards ſold theſe very Idols to other Indians, 
or exchang'd ?em for Slaves. What concern of Mind 
can the Spaniards be ſuppos'd to have for the Salva« 
tion of theſe People, when they only deſign to en-_ 
rich themſelves, and thereby to be qualified for Em-f|* 
ployments above their Rank; and when they areJ* 
ſo ignorant, that they don't know the Creed, or ten / 
Commandments ?. They are fordidly covetous, and* 
indeed give themſelves up to all ſorts of Vices; © 
that their Lives are infamous and abominable. The 
Indians are comparatively more honeſt and virtuous 
than they are : for tho they are Pagans and Idola- 
ters, yet are content with one Wite, as Natureſ 
teaches *em, while they ſee Chriſtians take fourteen 
or fifteen Women, how expreſly ſoever the Law 
they profeſs forbids it. Many of the Indians ſcarce 
know what it is to rob one another, to offer Vio-ſ|* 
lence to any one, or to commit Murder : Whereas||® 


all Reaſon and Juſtice, and that they violate all rheir}* 
Oaths, ſo that there is no ground to put the leaſt]* 
confidence in 'em. The poor Indians that are Wit- 
neſſes of the Crimes of ſuch as call themſelves 
Chriſtians, think the God they worſhip is the vileſ 
and moſt unjuſt God in the world, becauſe he does]: 
not immediately inflict ſome ſignal Puniſhment on, 
thoſe that pretend to ſerve him, for their flagitiovs ' 
Lives. They alſo think. your Majeſty the moſt cruel 
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- of all Princes, becauſe your Subje&s are ſo abomi 
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| |.nably vicious; they fancy (as I have before ſaid ) 
{| that your Majeſty drinks human Blood, and eats 
the Fleſh of Men. And tho theſe things may ap- 
pear ſtrange and ſurprizing to your Majeſty, they 
gre no news to us who have been accuſtom'd to *em. 
And we can't but wonder, that ſome extraordinary 
marks of the Divine Anger and Indignation have 
not been inflicted on Spain to make her ſmart for 
the Crimes committed by the Spaniards in Ame- 
rica. 

Your Majeſty may by this time very well perceive 
the Character of thoſe Men to whom the charge and 
care of the Souls of the Indians is committed. And 
tis no wonder that there's ſo little done either for 
their temporal or ſpiritual Advantage, ſince the dif- 
covery of the Indies, under ſuch Condut, God is 
e410 more known there now than he was before, un- 
els it be in the Province of Mexico. And that 
flight Inſtruction the People have had there has coſt 
ef cm very dear: Tho the Son of God commanded 
4 
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his Diſciples to give that freely which they had 
freely received. The Indians were committed t9 
the Spaniards, on condition they would undertake td 
teach *em the Chriſtian Religion : therefore ſince 
as Fney have acquitted themſelves fo ill of that Com- 
{| miſſion, they ought to make reſtitution of all they 
ich dave taken from *em under this pretext. However; 
a God will not be mocked, who ſees all things, and is 
+.02 witneſs of all the wicked Actions of the Spaniards, 
651 ho have made it their buſineſs only to torrfient 
eft(32d inſlave theſe poor People inſtead of anIng 
eh care to inform 'em of the Truth. And indee 

onf*ieſe ſecular Men are not very proper to be thade 
ous] reachers of the-Goſpel. Your Majeſty has been 
yall ferv'd in not having had good Information giver 
mi-4J0u of the ill deportment of your Subje&s, For 
blyf iS not to be doubted but your Majeſty Wotlld 
O 2 have 
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have provided a Remedy, if due .care had been 
taken to give you. advice of it : Or*if your Majeſty 
had not done it, you would have very much Wrang'd 
your. Conſcience in ſending ſuch Men into the new: 
World to preach the Faith, and give teſtimony to 
the Docrin of Jeſus Chriſt, who are abſolutely un- 
capable of ſo honourable a Miniſtry, and even de- 
cry and debaſe it by their ſcandalous Converſation, 
Tis therefore neceſſary that this Employment be 
taken away from Secular, and committed to Reli- 
glous Perſons, as agreeing better with their Cha- 
racter, which may be done without giving theſe 
Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters any occaſion to claim a tem- 
poral Juriſdiction over the Indians; for if that 
ſhould be allow'd, we ſhould fall into the ſame In- 
conveniences we are endeavouring to avoid. The 
corrupt Lives and. evil Examples of the Spaniards 
do more hurt than the preaching of an infinit 
number of Prieſts and Monks can do good. There- 
fore your Majeſty is oblig'd in Conſcience: to de- 
prive the Spaniards of the power they uſurp over 
the Indians, and never ſuffer *em to make *em their 
Vaſſals. 

. One principal Reaſon that proves this Propofi- 
tion is, that People ought to enjoy Peace and Tran- 
quillity, that they may be in a condition to at- 
tend the Worſhip of God, and the good Works 
preſcrib'd by the Chriſtian Religion, and not to be 
diverted from the Sacraments by being condemn'd 
to continual Labor. Which ſtate of Peace and 
Reſt can't ſabſiſt without preſerving to every Man 
his Property, and guarding him from all the aſſaults 
of Injury and Injuſtice. The Governors of Com- 
monwealths are bound by the Law of God to re- 
move out of the way all Obſtructions to ſo neceſlary 
a Peace, and ſpeedily to allay thoſe Diſſenſions and 
I roubles that may continue Diſcord among ſuch as 


, p1ro- 
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apply .themſelves to the exerciſe of Religion and 
good Works, that they may thereby merit eternal 
Life, This good order is neceſſary in every Chriſti- 
an Republic, but there eſpecially where the Chriſtian 
Faith has been bur lately entertain'd. The Spaniards 
are too covetous and ſelf-intereſted to have any 
Juriſdittion over the Indians granted em, becauſe 
they'l never give *em any reſpit or repoſe, but go 
on to rob and torment em all the ways they can in- 
vent. There 1s no kind of Injuſtice but they com- 


mit it. to ſpoil theſe poor People, and therefore 


there is no way to ſhelter *em from their Oppreſ- 
ſions, but by annexing the Indics to the proper In- 
heritance of your Majeſty's Crown. The Spaniards 
kill the Indians with impunity 1a the Fields, in the 
High-ways, and in the Mines, and do it more bold- 
ly, becauſe many. times there are no Witneſſes pre- 
ſent to convict *em of their Crueltics. So that no- 
thing can be more evident, than that the Indians are 
not in a condition to compoſe their Minds to at- 
tend to the Divine Word, ſo as to be induc'd to 
obey the Divine Commands, while the Spantards are 
their abſolute Lords, who will continually haraſs 
*em with endleſs Trouble and Perſecution, which 
will fill their minds with Anguiſh and Vexation, and 
all kinds of Miſery, nay with an averſion to your 
Majeſty, and a great hatred to our God, and to his 


Law, which ſeems to *em 1o ſevere, ſo heavy and 


intolerable a Yoke. They can't but think your Ma- 
jeſty's Government is tyrannical, as well as that the 
God whom we adore is unjuſt and unmerciful ; ſup- 
poſing him the Author of all the Violence they ſuffer 
from the Spaniards ; becafiſe while they, on pretence 
of preaching the Catholic Faith, bring ſo many 
Q-3 terri- 
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profes Chriſtianity, becauſe *tis dire&ly oppoſit to 
the end of God in creating Men ; for he ſends *em- 
into the World to obſerve his Commands, and to 
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terrible Calamities upon *em, their God ſuffers this 
without puniſhing their Injuſtice and Impiety after a 
very remarkable manner. Theſe unfortunate Peo- 
ple have no other Relief than what they find in 
their Tears, which they pour forth day and night, 
proteſting their own Gods were more kind and fa. 
vourable than the God of the Europeans, and ſaying 
they enjoy'd a ſettPd Peace, and all tft Conve- 
niences of Life while they ſerv:d their own Gods, 
whereas ever ſince they had been under the power 
of the Chriſtians, they had been expos'd to all man- 
ner of Abuſes. This makes *em abhor the Catholic 
Faith, and by conſequence puts thoſe that preach 
to *em out of a condition to attain their ends So 
that your Majeſty is beyond all queſtion oblig'd by 
the Law of God to reſcue the Indians from the Yoke 
of the Spaniards, and to take *em under your qwn 
Protection. 

I farther add, that the power your Majeſty has 
over the People of the New World, has been 
granted you by the Grace of God and the Suffrage 
of the Church, both for the temporal and eternal 
Advantage of the Indians, which Privilege is a kind 
of neceſſary means of their Salvation. So that the 
Government of *em belongs of right to none but 
your Majeſty, with the excluſion of all other Powers 
whatſoever, - unleſs they deſire to fruſtrate all the 
Advantages both ſpiritual and temporal, which the 
Hdtians might hope to reap from the Converſation 
of the Europeaus. Your Majeſty's CharaQer and 
Juriſdiction over *em engages you to remove all Ob- 
ſtacles that: may hinder them from obtaining theſe 
Advantages, and being fſav'd through Faith by the 
preaching of the Goſpel. Your Majeſty ought not 
to ſuffer your Authority to become infamous and 
odious, nor your Subje&ts to uſurp a tyrannical 
Power that will infallibly iſſue in the deftrouunn of 
tne 
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the Indians, if they muſt be Vaſſals to the Spaniards, 
who treat *em ſo cruelly and- inhumanly. When 
we firſt arriv'd in the New World, we ſaw innu- 
merable multitudes of People inhabiting the Pro- 
vinces of New-Spain, Cuba, famaica, and the Ifle 
of St. Joby, which are now all defolare. The Pro- 
vinces and Kingdoms of the Continent are in a yet 
more deplorable condition, tho once as well pea- 
pled as Toledo and Seville. There's ſcarce any place 
in the World where:Men and other Animals multi- 
ply ſo much as they do in the Indies, becauſe the 
Air of the Country being temperate, favours Ge- 
neration. But the Spaniards have found out the 
art of entirely depopulating large Countries filPd 
with infinit numbers of People, for they have un- 
juſtly maſſacred ſome to poſleſs themſelves of their 
Gold and Silver, others they have deſtroy'd by ex- 
ceſſive Labors, or by forcing them to carry unrea- 
ſonable Burdens in long Journies ; in a word, they 
have fſacrific'd the poor Indians to enrich themſelves. 
We advance nothing but the very Truth, and all 
that we have ſaid does not expreſs half of what we 
have ſeen; nor will it be a difficult task to convince 
them of falſhood who dare maintain the contrary 
before your Majeſty. None but ſuch as have ſhar'd 
in the fruit of this Rapine and Cruelty, will oppoſe 
the truth of ſuch Fats as are known to all the 
world. And *twill be in vain to pretend that any 
contagious Diſtemper has made a Country of 2500 
leagues deſolate, which before was very populous. 
The manner of governing Kingdoms ought to be 
conformable to the Law of God and Man, for the 
good and profit of the People, who are to be de- 
tended and preſerv'd from the Violence and Injuſtice 
of thoſe that are deſtitute of the fear of God, and 
uſe a tyrannical Power, merely obtain'd by Uſur- 
pation, for the ruin and deſtrufion of thoſe that are 
O 4 under 
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under 'em. Your Majeſty may eaſily be inform'd 

how the Spaniards have abus'd the Power you grant- 
ed *em for the Converſion of the 1ndians, in turnin 

it to afflict and deſtroy 'em with unexampled Cruel- 
ty. And that which makes the caſe yet more la- 
mentable is, that none of thoſe who have been em- 
ploy'd in your Majeſty's ſervice have ever given yon 
advice of theſe great Diſorders, tho ſo very preju- 
dicial to your Intereſt, belides the loſs of an infi- 
nite number of Souls who have periſh'd in the dark- 
neſs of Paganiſm, out of which they might have 
been eaſily reduc'd 1t the Spaniards had in the leaſt 
been govern'd by the fear of God. 

* Your Majeſty may pleaſe to remember that one 
Article of the Will of the 'moſt Serene Queen Iſa- 
bella, 1s expreſs'd after this manner : 

© Item, Since the time wherein the Apoſtolic See 

© granted us the Iſles and Continent: of the Ocean, it 
© has always been our principal Intention to cauſe 
© the Light of the Goſpel to ſhine on the People of 
© the New World, and to ſend Prelats and Monks 
© thither to convert and inſtruct 'em in the truth of 
© the Catholic Faith, Therefore I beſeech my Lord 
© the King, and the Princeſs my Daughter, to labour 
*with all their might to render this Enterprize 
© ſucceſsful, and to ſecure the Indians from recetving 
© any damage either in their Eſtates or Perfons, but 
© on the contrary to take care they be treated with 
© all forts of kindneſs; and that fſtrift and ſpeedy 
© Juſtice be executed upon any one that ſhall offer 
<*em the. leaſt Injury, and to keep exactly to the 
© terms of the Apoſtolic Brief diſpatched for this 
Grant. Theſe are the expreſs Words of that 1l- 
luſtrious Princeſs: And yet no ſooner was ſhe ex- 
pir d, but the Spaniards began to abuſe the Indians, 
and to offer em all the Outrages of which we have 
been ſpeaking, and could give your Majeſty a more 
awple Relation. To 
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To all the foregoing Reaſons it may be added, 
that the Spaniards are declar?d Enemies to the Indi- 
ans, and deſign nothing but their deſtruction, and 
ro get poſlleſſion of their Country ; which is ſo un- 
doubted a truth, that *tis altogether needleſs to 
prove it. For he is properly a Man's declar'd Ene- 
my, who goes about to accuſe him of ſome ca- 
pital Crime, that deſerves death; who deprives him 
of his Liberty and the greateſt part of his Goods 3 
who makes a cruel War upon him and inſlaves him 3 
who ſeeks all Occaſions to kill him, and takes away 
his Wite and Children to inſlave 'em ; who uſurps 
all the Goods of his Relations when they die, and 
unjuſtly raviſhes from him all that is dear to him. 
Certainly ſuch Violences as theſe are againſt the 
Rights both of People and Princes ; and *tis ſuffict- 
ent to demonſtrate the Spaniards to be the declared 
Enemies of the Indians, that they have done *em all 
the miſchief which we have been relating. For 
they have calumniated and accus'd 'em of the moſt 
horrible and infamous Crimes that can be imagin'd, 
meerly to get poſſeſſion of their Eſtates, and ſtrip 
'em of all they had under this pretext ; whereas the 
practices they charge *em with are purely imagi- 
nary, and ſuch as have never been ſo much as heard 
of in the great Iflands of New Spain, Cuba, famaica, 
and St. John, tho they have been all very populous 3 
for after the moſt exa@ Enquiries we were able to 
to make, we could never find the leaſt appea- 
rance of thoſe abominable Sins, to which ſome few 
Perſzans are addicted. The Indians of the Kingdom 
of Yucatan know not what this unnatural Vice is. 
Nor are there any great number of *em that eat hu- 
man Fleſh, They are farther accus'd of Idolatry ; 
but Men have no right to puniſh *em for this Crime, 
which ought to be lefr to the Judgment of God. 
Our Anceſtors were formerly Idolaters, as the In- 


dians 
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dians are now ; and the whole Univerſe was polln- 
ted with this Sin before the coming of Chriſt, and 
before the Apoſtles had preach'd the Chriſtian Faith. 
For God difpersd them up and down the World to 
diſſipate the darkneſs that was ſpread over the 


_ Earth: and they did not employ violence and force 


of Arms to puniſh Idolatry, or-other Sins that were 
the Conſequences of Infidelity z they made uſe of 


" nothing but the good Examples of their Virtue and 


Holineſs, together with their DoQrin, which con- 
tain'd the Menaces and Promiſes of the Word of 
God; and we ought to do that in the Indies, which 
they did in other parts of the World. This was the 
Courſe which Chriſt himſelf firſt took, and then 
oblig'd his Apoſtles to follow his Example. The 
Son of God came to ſeck and to fave that which was 
loſt. Which of our Anceſtors could have been ſav'd 
if they had been pnt to death for Crimes commit- 
ted in the time of their unbelief ? the expreſs Words 
of the Goſpel are contrary to this Method ; for 
Chriſt ſays to his Diſciples, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer and to riſe from tbe dead 
tbe third day ; and that repentance and remiſſion of Sins 
ſhould be. preach'd in bis Name among all Nations, be- 
ginning at Jeruſalem: And ye are Witneſſes of theſe 
ebings, Luke 24. 46, 47, 48. which evidently proves 
that the Goſpel ought to be at firſt preach'd to Inhi- 
dels, by declaring of Peace, and the remiſſion of 
Sins that are paſt, ſince Chriſt has given no powe 
or permiſſion to men to puniſh *em. 
; Fhe Spaniards have moreover preſum'd to main- 
tain that the Indians were like brute Beaſts, utterly 
uncapable of diſciplin, and unfit to receive the light 
of Chriſtianity, Your Majeſty has good reaſon to 
puniſh thoſe that declare ſuch notorious Falſhoods : 
For under this Colour they have obtain'd of your 
Majeſty a power to polleſs themſelves of the Inares 
as 


rty,and to do the Indians what 
miſchief they pleaſe. Thus have they impos'd on 
the Conſcience of the moſt Catholic King z and ob- 
tain'd leave to carry away the Inhabitants of the 
Iſlands and Countries that lie near Hſpaziola, and 
have accordingly forc'd ?em out of their own Coun- 
try againſt all Law and Equity ; ſo that an innume- 
rable multitude both of Men and Women that in- 
habited above fifty Iſlands, ſome bigger than the Ca- 
naries, have been deſtroy'd, inſomuch that there are 


as their abſolute Prope 


but eleven Perſons left. I have been an Eye-witneſs 


of this deſolation, as well as Peter de Liſle, who is a 
man of honor and credit, and now a Monk of the 
Order of St. Francis. He built a Brigantine, and 
man'd it with Sea-men to make a review of thoſe 


once populous Iſlands; and they found in all that 


vaſt Country but eleven People (as has been faid) 
tho they- ſpent two years in making this Voyage. 
'Tis impoſſible for me to expreſs to your Majeſty, 
on the one hand, the great meekneſs; goodneſs of 
temper, and ſincerity of the People of the New 
World, and on the other, what enormous Rava-« 
ges and Cruelties the Chriſtians have exerciſed up- 
on *'em. Your Bowels would be moy'd with Com- 
paſſion, and your heart too much affeced, if an ex- 
at deſcription of all this were made you. 

Cruel Wars have been raigd in divers rich Prao- 
vinces, without any fair occaſion, but only to gratify 
the covetous humour of the Spaniards - At the ſame 
time they flatter themſelves that they have Authority 
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irom your Majeſty to employ force and violence to 


inflave theſe People. And all the difference they make 
between thoſe Indians they look upon as their Sub- 
'ets, and thoſe whom they treat as Slaves, is, that 
they ſell the latter publicly, but uſe a little more fore 
mality about ſelling the former, by ſeeking pretences 
to hide their Injuſtice. In the unjuft Wars they have 


made 


204 ÞA: Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
made with 'em; after having kill'd the Maſters of Fa- 
milies,they have alſo murder*d their Wives and Chil- 
dren, and poſſeſs'd themſelves of all they had.. And 
God 1s now pleas'd every day to ſhew us by his ſevere 
Chaſtiſements that he has been grievouſly offended 
by theſe Robberies and Cruelties. The Welfare of 
the Mdians both as to Body and Soul is in. the great: 
eſt danger; for if they muſt be ſubje& to the abſo- 
Inte Power of the Spaniards, they'l ntterly deſtroy 
**m, without ſparing any, ſo much as to propagate 
their Race. | If the Law of: Nature forbids us to 
commit a Pupil to the charge of one that 1s a mor- 
tal Enemy to him or'his Parents, or has embezel'd 
his Eſtate, or ſet him an ill Example ; and yet he has 
been given up to the care of a Perſon of this Cha- 
racer ; the Judges would be oblig'd to reCtify the. 
matter, by taking him from under his Condut, 
whatever ſecurity he offers to give for his fidelity, 
*Tis much the ſame caſe with the Indians in reſpect of 
the Spaniards, for theſe would have it believ?d that 
they are the Guardians, Tutors, and Protectors of 
the other : tho tis only a fraudulent pretence to en- 
ſnare *em. The Indians know well enough how to 
govern themſelves, without being beholden to Guar- 
dians ; and the Spaniards are no way capable. of in- 
ſtructing *em in the things of Religion, which yet 
1s the main thing the Indians want, and the greatell 
kindneſs that can be done *em. And *tis eaſy to ſee 
what diſpoſition the Spaniards have towards ?em, as 
to their temporal advantage. So that 'tis molt cer- 
tain they are their declar'd Enemies ; ſince they have: 
ſtrip'd *em of all their Goods, offer'd all ſorts of 
abuſes to their Perſons, and taken away their Wives 
and Children, whom they have condemn'd to perpe- 
tual Slavery ; which courſe, together with the cruel 
Wars made upon *em, has almoſt quite unpeopled the 


New World, How is it poſlible that men that _ 
| ls UC 
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ſuch kind of Lives, ſhould inſpire wy Indians with 
the deſire of embracing the Law of 

love. of Virtue, eſpecially ſeeing. they many ways 
perſecute the very Monks, who. .are fo zealous for 
the Reformation of theſe Idolaters? On the con- 


God, and the 


trary,. the Spaniards ſpare nothing that may debauch 
'*m,. and expoſe *em to all-ſorts of Vice by the evil 
Patterns they ſet 'em': They teach ?em to ſwear and 
blaſpheme the holy Name'of God, tho in reality the 
poor 1ndians don't do it, deſignedly, but only becauſe 
they hear the Spaniards uſe ſuch Expreſſions. ?Tis 
therefore plain that the Spaniards ought not to have 
any Juriſdiction over the Mdians, if their advantage 
either as to this. Life or that to come be conſider'd, 
ſceing they are the mortal Enemies of this People, 
and think .of nothing but how to deſtroy 'em. It 
would therefore be a piece of great Injuſtice-to 
abandon *em to ſuch Men, when their Diſpoſition 
toward *em: is ſo well known; it being a mortal Sin 
to expoſe one's Neighbor to evident danger of 
loſing his Life : And we doubt not but your Majeſty 
will be cautious of falling under the guilt of ſuch a 
Crime, and not give up the Idians to the fury of 
the Spaniards. | 

All juſt and reaſonable Laws, and thoſe Philoſo- 
phers that have written on Morality are againſt 
placing any Government in the hands of neceſlitous 
and covetous Men, whoſe greateſt end is to get rid 
of their Poverty, and to deliver themſelves from 
that mean condition in which they live, and there- 
fore are ready to ſacrifice all the obligations of 
Duty to the deſire they have of becoming rich, 
And becauſe this greedy Paſſion is continually in- 
creaſing, and their Minds are wholly ſet on the ways 
of heaping up Wealth, and filling their Cheſts, they 
tind no reſt but in ſatisfying their Avarice, They 
abhor Poverty as Nature docs a Vacuum, and there- 


fore 
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fore have no other thoughts night or day but to 
contrive means of amaſſing together as much Trea- 
ſure as they can. Upon this account the Philoſopher 
determins that *tis a dangerous thing to ut Nationg 
- or Provinces under the Government of ſuch as are 
covetous or needy, who are reſolv'd to be rich at 
any rate in the world. We are inform'd in Hiſto. 
ry that the Romans being about to ſend two Conſuls 
to govern Spain, one of whom was poor and the 
other covetons; when this Aﬀair was propos'd to 
the Senat, Scipio Africanus gave his opinion that 
neither of *em was proper to make a Governor, 
there being reaſon to fear that both would abuſe 
their Authority to feather their Neſts out of the 
public Stock ; becauſe ſuch kind of Perſons are like 
 Leeches in a Commonwealth, and make it their 
principal care to gather ſomething on every fide, 
and to devour the Subſtance of the People, making 
themſelves rich at their charge, becauſe their 
covetous Deſires can never be fſatiated as long as 
they remain in this World: Nay it muſt be ad- 
ded, that this Vice moſt commonly proves incura- 
ble; ſo that if Men greedy of Lucre get Authority 
over any People, they will not fail to ſpoil and ruin 
*em, . becauſe the Paſſion that animates *em, keeps no 
bonnds or meaſures. No Laws nor Penalties with 
which they can be menaced, will be ſtrong enough 
to reſtrain *em, as long as they are inveſted with 
Power ; and the more ſucceſsful any covetous Man 
finds his Induſtry to be, the more earneſtly does he 
deſire and purſue Riches, which he accounts the 
ſupreme Good. The deſire of being rich produces 
much the ſame effe& in the mind of a poor cove- 
tous Man, as the hope of Celeſtial Bappinefs would 
in that of a good Man; for as this perfe&ly fills up 
the Capacity of his Mind that atrdently wiſhes for 
it, ſo the Miſer's Soul can deſire nothing —_ 
oards 
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hoards of Treaſure, wherein his Happineſs conſiſts, 
becauſe Money anſwers all things : For this is that 
which capacitates Men to undertake the 
Enterprizes, and to obtain whatever they defire in 
this World, the higheſt Employments, Honors and 
Dignities, coſtly Habit, and the moſt delicious Dain- 
ties ; this facilitates their commiſſion of all ſorts of 
Crimes, gives *em opportunity to be reveng?d on 
their Enemies, to acquaint themſelves with Perſons 
of great Quality, and to obtain their Favour and 
Eſteem. ?*Tis on theſe accounts that the Men of the 
world ſeek it with all their might, and expoſe them- 
ſelves to ſo many Fatigues and Perils, as well as per- 
petrate the greateſt Villanies to procure it. 

Now the poſſeſſion of Riches can never ſatisfy 
the Soul, ſo as to give it perfe& content; for *tis 
perpetually craving what it does not yet poſlefs. 
Therefore the Worldling, who has choſen Mony 
for his chief Good and laſt End, is indifferent as to 
other things, but devotes himſelf entirely to this, 
employing all his .care and diligence to increaſe his 
Bags; and his thirſt of Gold grows more and more 
violent, by how much the more his Eſtate ſwells, 
according to the Philoſopher's Maxim, that Motion 
is by ſo much the more impetuous, by how much 
the nearer it approaches its end, 

Avarice is a more incurable Evil than Concupiſ- 
cence, becauſe its Obje&t, and the things it promiſes 
attract the Hearts of Men with greater violence ; 
and the power of Mony is of a larger Extent, be- 
cauſe it puts a Man in a condition to gratify his 
Luſt, whereas this on the other hand can't procure 
him Riches. The loye of Mony endures longer on 
the Mind than the Appetite of ſenſual Pleaſures, 
how violent and impetuous ſoever they may be for 
atime. Covetouſneſs is always on the advance, and 
ſeldom extinguiſh'd but with a Man's Life: For the 


more 
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more 2 Man's natural Infirmites increaſe, the more 
the deſire of heaping up Wealth fortifies it ſelf; ag 
*tis obſervable in old Men, that the nearer they ap. 
proach their end, the more covetous. they . uſually 

row ; becauſe as their Health and Strength gra- 
Jually diminiſh, they think they have the more need 
of the aſſiſtance of the things of this World. 
Theſe Reaſons make it evident, that if any: Ju-; 
riſdiction or Government be given to covetous Men, 
they will not fail to oppreſs and vex thoſe that are 
ſubjected to them, that they may make themſelves 
rich at their coſts ; and that nothing will hinder 'em 
from gratifying their Avarice whenever they have 
a fair occaſion ; for this Vice is the root and ſpring 
of all others, *tis the ſource of Treaſon, Fraud, 
Perjury, Violence, Rapine, and barbarous Cruelty, 
This Paſſion is ſaid to be blind, becauſe it occaſions 
blindneſs in the'Mind, and benights the Reaſon with 
the groſleſt Darkneſs, and hinders him that is cap- 
tivated with it from perceiving his danger. The 
ſight of Gold, tho it cauſes the commiſſion of all 
manner of Crimes, and is the ſource of Calumnies, 
gives him more Joy than the light of the Sun, be- 
cauſe he finds his Account in the ruin of others. 

It excludes Fidelity, and baniſhes Union and Con- 
cord ont of the World ; it violates Charity, and 
produces all manner of Miſchief; it knows no Com- 
paſlion, but induces Men to diſclaim their very Pa- 
rents, and break all the ties of Faith and Amity; 
it never ſuffers a Man to ſympathize with his Neigh- 
bour's Miſeries, but even makes him diſregard his 
Relations as if utterly unacquainted with them. 
The covetous Man never forgives himſelf his own 
Expences, and leads a miſerable Life in the midſt of 
Plenty and Wealth. This greedy humor ſo darkens 
the Underſtandings of thoſe that are bewitch'd by it, 
that they know not how to make a right Judgmen 
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more 2a Man's natural Infirmites increaſe, the more 
the deſire of heaping up Wealth forties it ſelf; as 
*tis obſervable in old Men, that the nearer they ap. 
proach their end, the more covetous they uſually 
grow ; becauſe as their Health and Strength gra- 
dually diminiſh, they think they have the more need 
of the aſſiſtance of the things of this World. 

Theſe Reaſons make it evident, that if any. Ju- 
riſdiction or Government be given to covetous Men, 
they will not fail to oppreſs and vex thoſe that are 
ſubjected to them, that they may make themſelves 
rich at their coſts ; and that nothing will hinder 'em 
from gratifying their Avarice whenever they have 
a fair occaſion; for this Vice is the root and ſpring 
of all others, *tis the ſource of Treaſon, Fraud, 
Perjury, Violence, Rapine, and barbarous Cruelty, 
This Paſſion is ſaid to be blind, becauſe it occaſions 
blindneſs in the Mind, and benights the Reaſon with 
the groſleſt Darkneſs, and hinders him that is cap- 
tivated with it from perceiving his danger. The 
ſight of Gold, tho it cauſes the commiſſion of all 
manner of Crimes, and is the ſource of Calumnies, 
gives him more Joy than the light of the Sun, be- 
cauſe he finds his Account in the ruin of others. 
It excludes Fidelity, and baniſhes Union and Con- 
cord ont of the World; it violates Charity, and 
produces all manner of Miſchief; it knows no Com- 
paſlion, but induces Men to diſclaim their very Pa- 
rents, and break all the ties of Faith and Amity; 
it never ſuffers a Man to ſympathize with his Neigh- 
bour's Miſeries, but even makes him diſregard his 
Relations as if utterly unacquainted with them. 
The covetous Man never forgives himſelf his own 
Expences, and leads a miſerable Life in the midſt of 
Plenty and Wealth. This greedy humor ſo darkens 
the Underſtandings of thoſe that are bewitch'd by it, 
that they know not how to make a right Jucgnen 
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of any thing, but inſtead" of following the Dictates 
of reaſon, are on all occaſions driven'down the im- 
petuous Current of their beloved Vice, all thieir 
Thoughts and Delfires are direQed this way, 'and 
yet they can never quench the inſatiable T hirlt that 
preys upon their Souls, 


But I muſt now apply all theſe Reaſons to the'ſub-. 


jet in hand: and 1 beſeech your Majeſty to give 
attention to the Conſequences I draw from *em. 
All the Spaniards that leave-their own Gountry to 

o into the Indies are poor, and. *tig only Avarice 


That drives them thirher ; for they don't only pre- | 


tend to raiſe themſelves alittle above' a condition of 
Poverty and Want, but to amaſs vaſt Treaſures to- 
gether, without ſerting any Limits to their unmea- 
ſurable Coverouſneſs, that they may be able to buy 
honorable Offices and Emploiments, ' and*advance 
themſelves far above. their degree. We have been 
taught by experience that in a few years, many Spa- 
niards who were in the meaneſt 'and baſeſt condition, 
and always led a miſerable Life, have conſiderably 
alter'd their fortune by the Ricties they have brought 
from the New World, and likewiſe introduc'd 
great corruption of Manners throughoat all Spain. 
The love of Mony is now grown to that height, 
that Gold and' Silver ſeem the only Gods chat arg 
worſhip'd. ' They that know not' how to advance 
themſelves by induſtry and labor, do itby plundring 
8nd robbing without any fear of puniſhment. Th 
take away from the poor IMdians all they find in thei 
houſes, and after all make *em work to get ſtillore 
out of their ſweat and labor; ſo that if any 'Xutho- 
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rous,: and dare not complain or murmur ; or if they 


ſhould, have nobody to hearken to 'em or defend 


'em? The Spaniards who 'have an- abſolute Power, 


are always chiding and domineering over %em wher- * 


ever-they are, in the-Fields, on the Mountains, in 


the Mines, in the Deſarts, or in the High-Ways. .. 


They take all the furniture of their Houſes from 
'ﬀem, which is their greateſt Riches, as well as'ex- 

oſe *em to the greateſt dangers, and moſt intolera- 
ble -Labours, beating and inflicting on 'em the ſe. 


. vereſt ,Puniſhments for the leaſt Trifle, when they 


hope to get any thing by it. What a piece of In- 
juſtice then muſt -it be to abandon- Sch meek 


and ſubmiſſive Creatures tothe fury of ſuch men. 
as theſe, when they are in no capacity to reſiſt the” 


tyranny of their Perſecutors, - but are made their 
meer tools ! 


What would one ſay of that Judg, who after 


he has received information of the violent paſſion of 
' a wild Spark in. the heat of Youth, to a beautiful 
Virgin, ſhould notwithſtanding order 'em to live to- 


gether in the ſame houſe, and give him an abſolute 
power over her, but withal threatning to puniſh 


him ſeverely if he offer'd her any violence ? Conld' 


any one ſafely confide.in the Promiſes of ſuch a man 
as this, whatever Proteſtations he ſhould make of 
moderating his paſlion on 1o critical an occaſion ? It 


1s not to be doubted but ſuch a Judg would' commit: 
a martal Sin, in thus expoling his Neighbour to ſo 


dangerous a Temptation, .tho he ſhould happen to 
abſtain from the Sin to which he has ſo great a pro- 
penſien. It almoſt amounts to the ſame thing to 


put the Indians under the Juriſdiction of the Spa-' 


niards, who are their mortal Enemies ; for if they 
don't maſſacre *em in cold blood meerly out of the 


hatred they bear *em, they do it however to get” 


their Goods, and rob em of their Treaſure, And 


as 
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as in the former Inſtance it would be next to a Mi- 
racle for that amorous Youth not to abandon him- 
ſelf to the Condud& of his Paſſion, when the Obje& 


expected that the Spaniards ſhould abſtain from com- 
mitting all ſorts of Outrages on the Hadians, and {a- 
crificing both their Eſtates and* Lives to their own 
Intereſt, {ince their Avarice - irritates *em with 
greater - violence (if. poſſible) than Luſt does the 
other in the former caſe : ſo that Laws back'd with 
Menaces agg Puniſhments will make no impreſſions 
on the minds of theſe men, but they'l be ſure ſtill to 
exerciſe a thouſand Cruelties on the' poor Indians, if 


vetouinels. 


I entreat your Majeſty to conſider what befals any 
Province to which you ſend a Governor. If he be 
covetous, and regardleſs both of his Honor or Reli- 
on, what Diſorders and Miſchiefs does he not bring 
with him? Tho he has not ſo abſolute a Power as 
the Spaniards have over the Mdians whom they kedÞ 
in their Houſes; tho the Royal Council of Spain 
think themſelves concern'd to oppoſe his Prevarica- 
tions ; and tho the King's Preſence one would think 
ſhould be a ſtrong Bridle'to reſtrain his ExaCtions : 
I yet in two years time, ſuch a Governor as we have 
. Þ bin deſcribing will become rich, by the Rapine and 
. | Extortion he commits in the Province put under his 

care. What then is it likely the Spaniards will do, 
in the remoteſt parts of the Indies, when they have 
an unlimited Power over the Mdians, and neither 
Itand in awe of God nor the King ; and when theſe 
poor People are under fo great apprehenſion of 
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ſill more intolerable Cruelties, that they dare not 


r complain of the violence they ſuffer ? And how 
x {hall they report their Grievances ? ſhall they go to 
the Royal Council, which is it may be three or four 
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hundred Leagues from *em ; or ſhall they addreſs 
themſelves to your Royal Throne, which' is diſtant 
above :three thouſand ? What courſe ſhall they take 
to prove the Inſults, Vexations 'and Perſecutions 
they endure from the Spaniards in Countries ſo re- 
mote, where they can expect no relief ? 

The Spaniards are ſo hardw'd by their exceſſive 
Avarice, that they are not in the leaſt touch'd with 
the Groans and Complaints of theſe miſerable-Peo- 
ple 3 for nothing makes impreſſion-on their minds 
but Gold and Silver. The Condition to which they 
advance themſelves in the Zadzes is ſo far above their 
former ſtate, that it inſpires *em with intolerable 
Pride and Arrogancy. They paſs away their time 
in pleaſure and feaſting, and clothe themſelves after 
ſo {ſumptuous a manner, that nothing in the World 
can be more magnificent. And withal it may well be 
ſaid that nothing can equal the corruption, licen- 
tiouſneſs and diſſoluteneſs of their Manners; and to 
ſupply all theſe ſuperfluous Expences and Exceſſes, 


' they ſuck out the very Blood of the poor Indians. 


Now ſeeing there's no hope of obliging the $pa- 


_ #4jards to alter their Condu&, and both the Lawsof 


God, and right Reaſon, and all the Maxims of Poli- 
cy and Prudence oppole the giving of any Goyern- 


ment into the hands of covetous and indigent Per- 


ſons, who are prejudiced with a violent deſire of 
gain: Much leſs ought your Majeſty to ſuffer the 
Spaniards to uſurp a Title to the Mdians. as their 
Free-hold, when they are ſo greedy and inſatiable, 
that they*l make no difficulty to ſacrifice all kinds of 
duty to the deſire they have of raking ſums of Mo- 
ny together any way in the World. For all their 
Induſtry will be employ'd in pillaging their Vaſlals 
and which is yet more to be lamented, while they 
cruelly deprive *em of temporal Life, they likewiſe 
take a courſe to expoſe %em to eternal if es 
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Therefore your Majeſty ought to incorporate the 
Indies with the Inheritance of your Crown, that you 
may be the' univerſal Father, Protector, Governor 
and Lord of all the Mdians. | 

| add to all the foregoing Reaſons, that the Spa- 
2iards impoſe intolerable Burdens on the. Indians, 
and exatt ſuch Services: of *em as reduce 'em to the 
extremity. of miſery and deſpair. *Tis their firſt 
and principal duty to-ſerve.and obey their own na-- 
tural Princes z becauſe this1s founded on the Law of 
Nature. In the ſecond place, they owe your Maje- 
ſty ſervice and - obedience,, as being their univerſal 
Soveraign 3 which is an obligation of Divine Right, 
founded on the Engagement your Majeſty has con- , 
trated to ſend ?em the Light. of the Goſpel, and 
to take*care for their Inſtruction in the orthodox 
Faith. The third kind of Service is that which the 
Spaniards oblige: *em to render them whether they 
will or-no, which is a ſevere and tyrannical Yoke, nay 
more intolerable than-what the Heathen Tyrants im- 
pos'd on the primitive Chriſtians ; it may be liken'd 
to the torment the Devils inflict on the Damned in 
Hell. The Violence of it is contrary to all the Laws 
of Nature and Reaſon, nor can it be juſtified by any 
human Laws. It muſt be remembred that the In- 
dians are naturally weak, going always naked, and 
continually expos'd to the heat of the Sun: *tis there- 
fore contrary to all Juſtice that they ſhould be op- 
preſs'd with heavy Burdens far above their ſtrength 
as well as contrary to Charity, and the Cuſtom of all 
reaſonable Men.” All the ſervice theſe poor Crea- 
tures do can't ſatisfy the Spaniards, who therefore ſet 
an Officer over *em ſtrictly to inſpect their Actions, 
and render their ſervitude ſtill more terrible. This 
Employ is uſually beſtow?d on ſome cruel and inexo. 
rable Monſter, who always ſtands oveg '*em to make 
'em work the harder, and punQuually tg obey all his 
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Co mmands. The Executioners of the divine Wrath 
in H ell caw't be more wicked and hard-hearted:than 
this ſort of Men: They brand *em'with hot Irons, 
and are continually beating and abuſing %em ; they 
are not content to make em labor without inter- 
miſhon, and to ſet: *em unreaſonable Tasks, but al- 
ways reproach and chide 'em while” they undergo 
this Toil,' and beſides all this, violate their Wives 
and Davghters, or makePreſents of many of 'em 
together to their Maſters on whom they depend, 
and who ſet *em to work as ſo many principal Ty- 
rants, who alfo make it their buſineſs to invent cruel 
and: unſufferable Torments. And to hinder the 
indians from complaining of their Miſeries, they 
threaten to inform againſt 'em, that they have ſeen 
*tm worſhip their Idols. This is the fad ſtate to 
which theſe People are reduc'd; They.depend on 
no leſs than four ſeveral Maſters, on your Majeſty, 
their Caciques, the Spaniard to whom they are in- 
ſlav'd, and his Deputy, who 1s the greateſt Plagne 
to *em that can be. Nay, *tis impoſſible to tell how 
| many Maſters they have, {ſeeing all the Spaniards do- / 
"8i6 mineer over *em as ſo\many Tyrants, robbing ?em 
|: | by turns, and making no ſcruple cruelly to abuſe and - 


murder *em. | 
Secing the preaching of the Orthodox Faith is 
the only thing that could warrant the reduQion of 
the Indians to a ſtate of dependance on any foreign 
Power, in order to their Converſion; and ſeeing 
none can pretend on this account to be their lawful . 
Soveraign but your Majeſty ; it. follows that your 
Majeſty ought with all your. might to oppoſe the 
Qs. Power which private Men afſume over em, and 
+ gr which can't be look*'d upon as any better than' Ty- 
1M ranny. Your Majeſty is oblig?d for the common 
good of all your Subjefas to eſtabliſh a regvlar and 
{table form of Government among *em,- which may 
Ne  Canquce 
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conduce.to their Converſion and Salvation : and ſees 

ing the ſoveraign and ſingle Power, you have over 

'em is ſufficient for the end propogd,, other Juriſ- 
dictions are not to be tolerated, becauſe they. can 

only prove burdenſom and incommodious, and con- 

trary to the common Maxims of Government .re- 

ceiv'd in the World, which will not. allow a . People 

to be ſubject to ſeveral different Princes;. much 

leſs ſhould the 1nd:ans be thus ſubjected, becaule of 

their Poverty, Meekneſs, Patience, Humility, and 

the tenderneſs of their Conſtitution, partly occa- 

ſion'd by their going naked, their unwholſom Food, 

and the Labor they undergo to get their living. 

After all this *twould be ſufficiently redious and un- 

eaſy to*em if no other Duties were exacted of *em 

than thoſe which your Majeſty and their Caciques, 

who are their immediat Princes, impoſe. How then 

can they be able to endure thoſe exceſſive Tasks, 
thoſe heavy Blows, Vexations and Abuſes.of which 

we have ſpoken above ? If your Majeſty has a mind 

to preſerve the Indzans from utter Deſtruction, theſe 

new Burdens ought not to be impos'd on. 'em, nor 

ſhould they be condemn'd to this ſevere Slavery, 

This would be to violate the Laws of Juſtice and 

Charity : For the Maſters of Policy and Prudence 

uſually ſay, that tho a Prince require extraordinary 

aſſiſtance of his Subjets in ſome prefling Exigencies 

of the Commonwealth ; yet where theſe Subjects are 

under other ſubordinate and immediate Lords, to 

whom they are oblig'd to pay the ſame Duties,: this 

cannot be: done, becauſe this would be to over- 

charge *em with endleſs Taxes : for ?tis contrary to 

all Juſtice to oppreſs *em with a double Burden, and 

all good Laws formally condemn. [.it; for the Rules 

of Equity forbid all Oppreſſion and Injury. . There- 
fore ſince the Indians are already bound to -ſerve 
their natural and immediate Princes, and to pay 'enr 


NOS P 4 all 


+ 4 
"7 I b, $78 


216 A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
all the howage and dbty of Subjects, it would be uti< 
juſt to ſubjett *em ro ſuch hew Maſters as pretend t6 
a. right -of exadting new Services .of 'em. The 
Taxes that are impos'd/on any Eftate ſhould be pro- 
—_—_—_ to the Revenue that may be expected 
trom-it; and there ought not to be more Homage 
and Service annex?d to it than is reaſonable tot 
the advantage of him that owns that Eſtate. If in- 
animate things have this privilege, how much more 
ought it to be fo with Men, who deſerve to be 
usd a little better ? Since therefore-your Majeſty's 
Government alone 1s ſufficient for the welfare and 
advantage of the Indians, to ſer other Lords over 
em would be to act contrary to Juſtice. For who 
can deny it to be contrary to all the Laws of Equity, 
to ſubject the Indians to the Spaniaras, who mind no- | 
thing but to raiſe Eſtates by making a Prey of *em? ; 
An *tis as oppolit to Charity to add new Burdens to * 
them that can ſcarce bear ſuch as are already im- 
posd upon *em, and to increaſe the Calamities of 
ſuch as are ſufficiently beſet with Afiction, beſides 
the pains they take for the ſubſiſtence of their Wives 
and Children* © Charity teathes to do to others as 
we would have them do to us, to Tecure %em from 
all the Evil we can, and to telieve *em in their In- 
digence when they- addreſs themſelves to us, and 
ſhew us their Neceflities, becauſe we our ſelves are 
deſirotts of the Afliſtance of others, when in diſtreſs. 
The Laws of Chriſt are founded on ſuch Maxims as 
theſe: Do to others what you would bave others do to 
-you.; and, Thou ſhalt live thy Nejgbbour as thy ſelf ; 

n which -one word, St. Paul ſays, the whole Law is 
contain'd. He farther ſays, Bear ye one . another's 
Burdens, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt. 

| It is to be confider'd; that all the [nhabitants of 
the New: World are born free : Nor do they loſe | 
This Liberty in recognizing your Majeſty for their 
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Soveraign, and univerſal Emperor of . the H1dres./ 
On the contrary, if there: be any defeQts in their 
Polity, your Majeſty's Government may-{upply 'em, 
by which their Liberty. will be render'd the more 
compleat. This was the deſign of that moſt Chriſ- 
tian Princeſs, Queen J/abella, as appears by all-the 
Writings ſhe left abort this Aﬀair. A few days be- 
fore her Death ſhe commanded General # Alcantara, 
then Governor of Hiſpaniola, to treat all the Mdians 
is a free People. And in a general Aſſembly of 
Divides and Lawyers. held at Burgos, his Catholic 
Majeſty declar'd in Council, that. the Inhabitants of 
America were free, and commanded they ſhould be 
treated as ſuch. The ſame was done by your Ma- 
jeſty, after having conſulted the moſt learned Di- 
vines and Canonifts 1n the year 1523. | 
_ Now if it be an inconteſtable Principle that all 
the Iadians are free, and that all of *em that have 
been, 6r; {Kall be diſcover'd in time to come, can't be 
ſubje&ed to any other Juriſdiction but that of your 
Majeſty, and that they owe to your Majeſty alone 
that Homage and Obedience which free Cities and 
Nations are oblig'd to pay their lawful Soveraign, 
'tis moſt evident that no private Men can pretend 
to the ſame. Nay, they are more-free in reſpect 
of us than other Nations, becauſe the Kings of 
Spain have no Title to *em as their -Subjets by 
right of. Inheritance, or that of Purchaſe, or of 
Conqueſt, as they might have had, if they had 
been conquer'd in a lawful War, that had bin for- 
mally declar'd, for the revenge of ſome great 
Offence which the Indians might have commired 
againft the Spaniards, or againſt the univerſal 
Church, or ſome very conſiderable Member of it, 
for which they had refus?d Satisfaction when de- 
manded : or if they had unjuſtly retain'd any Lands 
or Goods of which they were unlawfully m_—_ 

: EY But . 
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But on the contrary, Ep Wb frankly and volun- 
tarily ſubmitted themſelyes to your Majeſty. And. 
yet they have bin hitherto not only negle&ed, but 
treated by the Spamards, as wild Beaſts are by Hun- 
ters, tho they never did any thing to deſerve ſuch 
ill uſage. They have yet ſeen nothing to convince 
**m of your Majeſty's Grandure, Juſtice, Goodneſs, 
and Magnificence, having found nothing but Ty- 
ranny, Violence, Injuſtice and Cruelty from the 
Spaniards your Subjets, whoſe ill' Actions and bad 
Examples render *em infamous; ſo that the Indians 
look upon 'em as the vileſt of Men. And this makes 
'em think upon the Kings of. Spain with horror, 
who yet never gave 'em occaſion to entertain ſuch 
thoughts of %*tm. But they fancy your Majeſty per- 
featly knows all the ill treatment they endure, and - 
that *tis by your Conſent, and Approbation ; they 
believe *tis all done by. your order, and that you 
give your Prote&ion and Fayour to thoſe that inſult 
over em. Sets. 

The Title your Majeſty 'has to the Indians is 
founded*'only on the ' Obligation you have taken 
upon! your ſelf to have *em inſtruted into the true 
Faith; as appears by the Apoſtolic Briefs granted 
on this account: which ought to engage your Ma- 
jeſty to moderate your Government ſo much the 
more, and to treat %*em with the greater tenderneſs 
and kindneſs. The Kings of Spain ſhould fignalize - 
the Firſt-fruits of their Soveraignty over the Inajes,. 
by the tokens 'of Peace and Love'to theſe People, 
and by taking'care to furniſh *em with good Ex- 
amples : In a'word, they ought to treat em as their 
Neighbors and natural Subjeds, for fear the com- 
miſſion of any Injuſtice or Cruelty among 'em ſhould 
prejudice 'em againſt the Chriſtian . Faith, and 1n- 
diſpoſe *em to receive the Counſils and Maxims of 
our Religion. There ſhould not be the leaſt Rn 
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and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies. -» 21g 
fon given ?em on any account to blaſpheme the 
Name of God, which would be an Obſtacle to the 
great end of their Converſion, Nothing ſhonld be 
left undone, -that may make*em love your Majeſty, 
and induce em to praiſe God® on finding them- 
ſelves under a'Government ſo eaſy and cominodious. 
They deſerve in ſome reſpe& to be dealt with after 
this manner, becauſe of the freedom of their birth, 
which makes it unjuſt for any to violate their Li- 
berty. *Tis neceſſary. for the Honor of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, that they embrace it voluntarily, 
becauſe God himſelf will have men make a free 
choice in matters of Religion; nor is any man 
whatſoever to be treated with violence in this caſe, 
and forc'd- to embrace a+ Religion againſt his Will. 
And temporal Princes commit a great ptece of in- 
juſtice, if they put a force on the minds of their 
Subjects in a buſineſs wherein they ought to have' an 
entire liberty of Conſcience : they ſhould rather 
obſerve the Rules which God, the Univerſal Sove- 
raign of all His Creatures, has conſtituted. 'There 
1s no Power or Authority on Earth that has a right 
to violate the Liberty of any People, becauſe ?ris 
the moſt valuable thing they poſſeſs, and preferable 
to all other things in the World. Hence it is there 
are ſuch advantageous Conſtitutions in the Civil 
Law in favor of Liberty. And the' particular Cuſ- 
toms of the - Kingdom of Spain preſcribe that nv- 
thing be determin'd in prejudice of a Man's Liberty 
in doubtful things, - nor the leaſt force or conſtraint 
put upon men that are free. [And when'their'con- 
lent to any thing is violently extorted, it ought not 
to be imputed to em, becabſe ?tis an infringetiient 
of the Law of Nature. | 

If *tis unlawful to ſeize on the Goods of Men that 
are free without cauſe, much more is it to offer 
Violence to their Perſons, and to inſflave*em, which 
IS 


"s 
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is the greateſt Injury they can receive next to t 
loſs of _ Life it ſelf. -If a Father can't chooſe himſel 
another Heir without the conſent of his Son, who 
has a natural Title either to the whole, or at leaſt 
a 4th part of his Father's Eſtate, much leſs may 
inferior Lords pretend-to a right of appropriating 
the Kings Subjects to themſelves, unleſs his Majeſty 
conſent by abandoning his own Right,whichis found, 
ed on the voluntary Agreement of his Subjects, [f 
the current Mony of the Kingdom can't be alter'{ 
without the People's conſent, becauſe the alteratj- 
on may be attended with great Inconveniencez; 
much leſs can-:the People themſelves be taken from 
the Dominior- of. the King againſt. their Will, and 
fubjeted to the abſolute Power of. private Maſters; 
becauſe this forc'd Change is a Violation of their Li- 
berty. It muſt be farther added, .that ſuch as are 
tributary to your Majeſty, can't paſs under the Juril. 
dition of another Perſon, which would be more: 
uneaſy and diſadvantageous tq ?em, and under which 
they would perhaps be condemn'd to a more ſeryile 
and laborious Courſe of life. How much more 
ought they who enjoy an entire liberty under any 
Prince's Government,to be preſerv*'d in the poſſeſſion 
of their Privileges ; and: how; injurious would it be 
to deliver *em up as Vaſlals to particular Lords, 
who would probably abuſe*their Authority, and 
treat their Perſons with violence, as well as greatly 
rejudice *em in their Eftates ? *Tis moſt injurious 
th to the Lives and Liberties of Men, to depend 
on divers Lords and Maſters, becauſe their Service 
and Labors multiply according to the number of 
thoſe under whoſe juriſdiction they are : And 'tis to 
- preſum'd they will not be all alike juſt and equits: 
e. 
- *Tis very much the Intereſt of Princes, not to ſut- 
fer the number of their Subje&s to be GiminilY 
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ayd Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies, 221 
becauſe it will deprive *em of much of the advan- 
rage and ſervice they may reaſonably expe from 
'*m. And?tis as much theintereſt of Subjets, not 
zo ſuffer themſelves to be transfer*d from the Do- 
minion of the Prince under which they have always 
lived, to that of an inferior Maſter. Thoſe that 
know the difference between. the Government of 
Kings, and that of particular Lords, which is uſual- 
ly hard and ſevere, will do any thing tobe ſecure 
from the latter ; while they are well pleas'd with 
the former, and readily diſpoſe themſelves to bear 
a Yoke that appears ſo much eaſier and lighter 
than the other. And this is the reaſon why the pge- 
nerality of Men do all they can to avoid falling un- 
der the dominion of private Men to the prejudice 
of that Royal Juriſdiction to which they have been 
continually accuſtom?d. And this Sentiment is juſ- 
tified by the ſuffrage of all wiſe Men, and favor'd 


| by all juſt Laws. 


'Tis a general Rule, that a Prince can do nothing 
that may cauſe any conſiderable damage to his Sub- 
jets, unleſs they freely give their own conſent : 


' And this your Majefty every day obſerves, where- 


in you follow the ſteps of your Anceftors, who to 
avoid doing any thing contrary to the rules of Juſ- 
tice and Equity, frequently us'd to aſſemble their 
Council, and to take their advice who were Per- 
ſons of great Wiſdom and Senſe, and to make a due 
improvement of it. In the preſent affair, it would 
be injurious to the Madians to give *em up to the Spa- 
niards as their Vaſſals, becauſe they uſe *em ſo bar- 
barouſly, and reduce ?em to the utmoſt degree of 
Servitude. And ſuch a matter as this is not to be 
concluded, without propoſing it to the dians, and 
obtaining their conſent. For thus to change their 
condition 'without conſulting ?*em, were to put-a 
treacherous trick upon *em againſt the Laws of Na- 

ture, 


222 A Relationof the Spaniſh Voyages 


ture, Juſtice and Charity, becauſe this ſubjeQion: his 
would be to a ſevere and tyrannical Power; a$s% 
evident by what the Indians have hitherto met Sh ;he 
from the Spaniards. Beſide, ſuch an alteration wonlq Int 
be contrary to the Will and Law. of God, becauſe” 

it would hinder the progreſs of the Catholic Faith, I 
and inſpire the Þ4dians with hatred to the Goſpel, 

and Wk tend to the general deſtruQion of thoſs 
People whom your Majeſty i is bound to preſerve and 
prote&. This you owe 'em from a motive of Cha« 
Tity and Zeal for the good of your Neighbor, as yot 

are a Chriſtian Prince, 'and moreover by'the Obli- 
gation of your Office, as the Vice-gerent- of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

From all the Reaſons alledg'd, it may well be cons 
cluded, , that .if even. the Indians themſelves would 
voluntarily conſent to be inſlav'd, -and- utterly re- 
nounce their Liberty ; yet this conſent. of theirs 
would be void and null of it ſelf, becauſe a thing 
every. way ſo miſchievous ought by no means to 
tolerated. Your Majeſty would be oblig'd by the 
Law of. God to hinder *em from ruining themſelves 
in ſuch. a manner 3 becauſe the Tyranny the Spa- 
niards exerciſe over 'em is ſo great, that many of 
the Abe ukre have fallen into utter deſpair under their 
un ſufferable Impoſitions, and choſen rather to ſtab 

or Polen ſon themſelves than to pine away gradually 
under their , miſerable Bondage : Others have fled 
into, the Mauatains, where they have become a Prey 
to Tigers d fare 3 others have died.merely with 

Sorrow. and Anguiſh, when they found they were 
condemn'd to a. Life ſo full © Miſery and Toll, 
wichoa? any hope of reſpit or mitigation. I knew 
a Spaniard, who was ſo famous. for his Cruelty, that 
above two. hundred People kill'd themſelves, ſame 
one, way.,and ſome. another, to avoid his;Barbarities 
in Huan: A like number underwent the y 
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e 
ble to indemnify the Indians if they ſhould 


Fcan never be repair?d by any agrantage they may 
allo eltroy th 
their Souls and Bodies. Therefore ſeeing the Con- 
verſion of the® Indians depends principally on your 
Majeſty's Title and Juriſdiction over ?em, you ought 
not to do any thing that may blaſt the hope of this 
Deſign, and will infallibly hinder theſe People. from 
embracing Chriſtianity, And it muſt be remem- 
ber'd they have freely and willingly choſe your Ma- 
jeſty. for their Soveraign, which is a kind of Con- 
track they have made. with your Majeſty, that can- 
not be violated without their Conſent, unleſs it be 
to put *em-in a condition more eaſy, advantageous 
and ſecure, than what they enjoy under your Ma- 
| je!ity's-Dominion. And your Majeſty is oblig'd to 
promiſe and ſwear to 'em, that you will always 
preſerve their Privileges, as they are ordinarily kept 
n the generality of Kingdoms, when a free People 
Sk | __ ſubmit 
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fabmit themſelves to the Government of a new 


O! 
King, This -Praftice is almoſt -as antient as the £ t! 
World, for eyer fince Men began to ſpread them. | n 
ſelves upon the face of the Earth, it has always been ' © 
the cuſtom of Princes to promiſe and ſwear to'em ty © o! 
employ all their; Power in preſerying and defending © J 
*em from Oppreſſion.. Which eyidently proves that E tc 
your Majeſty has not. power to give up the Indian © tt 


to the abſolute Dominion of the Spaniards, wha 
have had the cruelty to deſtroy ſuch numerous Na. 
tions'of *em, without any legal Proceſs, or leavety 
make their /Defence.-. For jt would be to a& contra. 
ry to the Law of Gad and Nature to expoſe *em to 
ſo many Miſeries, which are as ſo many inyincihle 
Obſtructions to hinder *em from turning Chriſtians, 
Nor is there any Prince on Earth, who can juſtly 
pretend to ” have ſuch a Power: for Soveraign 
rinces have no Authority to do any thing that may Wl 
provoke the Juſtice of God, who has not ſet em 
over their People for their ruin and deſtruction, or 
for the overthrow of the Church ; but on the con- 
trary has ſet *em in the World to defend the Church, 
to bring their People to eſpouſe the true Faith, and 
edify*em in it. 
Reaſon and the Law of Nature direc that thoſ 
who have made an ill uſe of the Privileges granted © of 
to *em, ſhould be depriv'd of 'em. Now the Jpri-  M 
diction allow'd the Spaniards over the Indians was WW 
only-on condition they would inſtru& em in Reli- © tu 
gion, and defend *em from their Enemies; and they 
have not only fallen ſhort of. this Engagement, but 
even barbarouſly abusd thoſe they were ablig'd to 
prote&, Tis remarkable in the Laws of ' Spain, 
that if a Maſter treats any one of his Slavesinhu- 
manly, he is oblig?*d to ſell him, becauſe *ris but juſt. 
that he who tyrannizes over his Spbjets ſhould loſe 
his Juriſdiction over *em, which of right devolyes 
PE CR MINES 


| and Cruelties in the WeſtIndids 55 & 
on the Prince. He that abuſes his'Title is 'not Wot- 
thy to poſſeſs it: and a Man neither owes jel 


nor Obedience to a Tyrant. So that your Majeſty 
ought-in quality of Soveraign Lord of the People 
of the "New+.World, to defend %*em; and: do *em 
Juſtice, when they are wrong'd ; and conſequently 
to reſcue *em from'the power of the Spaniards, that 
they may enjoy: their Liberty. 7, 
'Tis moreover a Cuſtom eſtabliſh'd by the Laws 
of Spain, That if the King grant any Privilege 
contrary to the Catholic Faith, *tis null and void; as 
much as if it-were contrary to tlie civil' Good and 
Welfare of the Kingdom, ' or to the Rights of any 
particular Perſons. And the ſame account is -to be 
made of any Privilege given contrary to the Lavr. 
of Nature: as for example, if a King ſhould take 
away any private Man's Eftate, to beſtow'it on ano< 
ther. Therefore your orig cannot diveſt the na< 
- tural Princes of the Mdians of their Dominion over 
em, to inveſt the Spaniards with it; who not only are 
Foreigners to*em, but alſo treat *em after a tyraniiicaf 
manner. Tis therefore neceſſary for your Majeſty 
to revoke ſo unjuſt a. Privilege, deſtruQiive' to the 
People, and diredly oppoſit to the Catholic Faith, 
as well as to your Majeſty's Service, the advantage 
of your Kingdom in- general; the good of many 
Members of the Commonwealth 1n particular; and. 
which is contrary to Reaſon, and the Law of Na- 

ture. 40d 
Tis farther conſtituted by the Cuſtoms of Spain, 
in conformity to the [mperial Laws of your Ma- 
jeſty, as well as thoſe of the Church, that when & 
Privilege in proceſs .of time proves injurious; ane 
occaſions more hurt than good, it ought to be. im- 
mediately aboltſh'd, without ſo much as conſulting 
the Prince that granted it ; becauſe from that very 
moment wherein this Privilege began.to be detri- 
Q mental; 
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226 A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages - 
mental, it: ought'to be ſuppos'd the Prince deſign'd 


to revoke #t : ſo that it .can have no- more force of, x 
authority, becauſe not according to the Prince's In. t 


, Who always. ought to have-Equity andthe 
Divine. Wall in view. Now fince 'the- Privilege 
granted the Spamards to ſubjet-the Indians as Vaſlils 
1s. become io pernicious, and occaſions an  irrepa- 
rable damage to the Chriſtian Religion, and to the. 
Crown -of; Spain, andhas bin the cauſe of the ruin 
of ſuch vaſt, numbers-of -People, and ofthe deſola.. 
tion of ſome of the fineſt Countries in the World; 
and ſeeing in all appearance-itis the very reaſon. of 
thoſe Calamities with which God is: now- afflifting 
Spain, *tis : neceſſary to apply aſpeedy Remedy, and; 
to. go £0; the root of the Diſeaſe;*in revoking ſo: 
pernicious and tyrannical a Grant. n 


tention, 
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Beſides, the Dominion of. the! Spaniards over the © 
Tndians has.never bua judicially approv*d by the: < 
Kings of Spain. He that firſt ſhar'd theſe poor: Y # 
People Among *emz-4as if they had been {0 many d 
Sheep, had.no order to make: this diſtribution, * \ 
which-abſolutely defolated and unpeopled New Spain, B © 
but.exceeded the limits of his Power; ſo that no juſt I © 


Conſequenge- can be.drawn from what he did. - It 
was the great. General Alcantara who began this 
irregular courſe in America. In the year 1502, the 
moſt ſerene King Ferdinando and Queen Jſabella ſent 
General De-Lares from Grenada'to govern the new 
Conqueſts: At which time there were but three 
hundred Chriſtians in the Iſland of Hiſpaniola. This 
Governor was exprelly charg'd: to treat the Indians 
as free Nations; to be very kind, tender and chari- 
table toward *em, to do 'em exa&t Juſtice on all 
occaſions, and not to impoſe too ſevere a Yoke 0n 
*em, 'or to inſlave *em; ina word, to prote& 'em 
fron all Injuries, leſt any. Violence ſhould prove 
Stumbling-blgek to divert *em from ACE TaiaIRG 
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the Chriſtian Faith, and 1nfpire *em with an _ 
to the Profeſlors/:of-it-- General De-Lares; 
with: him: three thouſand Spaniards, who landed at 
St. Domingo,,,where: they foon found themſelves re- 
due'd to. great ſtraits: for: want of Food; + However, 
the ſtrict Orders he. had, receiw*dwouldrnot; permit 
him to do any Violence: to'the:[ndians,; or to infringe 
their. Liberty -4n the leaſt 3 upon which he writes 
many things: to the Queen againſt the Indians, hop- 
ing to/ render. em: 'odious to her by: his: Lies wo 
Slanders, / that he might have leave:to "abuſe the} 
Wretches at his pleaſure. - Among other things. he | 
wrote, that it:would- be: impoſſible to; preachtithe 
Chriſtian Faith-to:?em'as long as they -were ſuffer'd 
to enjoy..an entire. Freedom, "becauſe they ' induſtti- 
ouſly avoided all.-manner. of acquaintance with the 
Chriſtians ;/in-ſo; much that-they+refugd to 'wotk 
for 'em, tho they  offer'd- *emr- Wages for their La- 
bor, and choſe the to wander up and: down as 
Vagabonds,. than ro keep company Heith Chriſtiatis 
to SG: themſelves of their: Religion. | As if he 
thought the Indians were oblig'd 'to divine- that 
there was anew Religion to be preach'd to. *em, 
which they ought to-embrace; or that they ought, 
as poor as they are; to:forſake their-Houſes, Waves 
and Children, . and. 'to leave their Lands unmanur'd,; 
to come. to ſeek the Spaniards, and ſo expoſe ther- 
ſelves to die with Hunger in a Journey it maybe.of 
two hundred Leagues.or more; .or as if they.were 
under any obligation to undergo. the fatigue of bring- 
"y Proviſion to he es ſuch a tedions my as 
WIS6s: ny; 

His Maj jeſty, who was fi acerely zealous: for the 
Salvation = theſe Idolaters, and publiſhing the 
Name of Chriſt in the New 'World; anfever'd the 
General after this manner :.. *©.We, very. ardeiitly 

« deſire the Converſion of the {:iians to our holy 
Q 2 * Faith; 
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« Faith, -ard that they be taught the Myſteries of 
«« the Catholic Religion 3 and think it neceſſary to 
* the-ſucceſs of this Deſign; that-the Indians and 
** Spaniards converſe andilive together Therefore 
«© .we by theſe Preſents command [you.to: oblige the 
<<. Indians to deal with the Spaniards of Hiſpaniola, 
« and 'to have Converſation with *em, - to afhiſt *em 
* in building their Honſes, and in getting Gold and 
* other Metals ont of the: Mines, and to pay 'em 
© their Wages exadtly.,, according to- their labor 


« and deſert. You ſhall likewiſe order every Ca- 


*© cique to have'a certain number. of idians alwayy 
© in a readineſs to-be employ'd in ſuch -Work. as 
<< ſhall be aſlign'd ?em, - provided that care be taken 
*©'to preach to *em, and inſtruct**em in the Word 
© of God on all Holy-days, and that they be always 
<« treated as Free-men, and natas Slaves ; and be- 
« fure let them-meet with-no Hl uſage, nor have any 


& occaſion to complain : Yet let ſome diſtin&tion be 


<.ftill made- in favor of ſuch as embrace the Faith, 
© But let no Perſon be permitted to wrong *em, or 


« give em the leaſt diſguſt in any thing whatſoever. 
Theſe are the very words of the Letter which the 


King ſent to the Governor, of the Tdies, by which 
his Majeſty ſufficiently ſignified that his principal 
deſign in the ./ndies was the Salvation of thoſe Ido- 
laters, and that for that end they ſhould converſe 
with the Spanzards, which plainly. proves he had no 


other regard to this Commerce betwixt the Chriſtt- 


ans and theſe Infidels, but only as a neceſſary means 
for their Converſion. And 1t muſt be farther ob- 
ſerv'd, that when the King gives order to oblige 
each Cacique ta ſend the Spaniards a certain number 
of Indians to work for 'em, on condition of being 
paid for their Labor, he did not intend that all the 
Men in the Indies ſhould be bound to perform ſuch 
Tasks, mnch leſs that the Women, Cn old 

len; 


and can} oc a9  as_ _ _ nr mw od <a ch ct; ce IL. I. I I 


Jab » py om, pup © 


Ln 


"A 


| W549 | 

and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies. 229 
Men, and Chiefs of each Nation, whom the Indians 
Jook. upon as their natural Princes, ſhould be thus 
treated. The King deſign'd there ſhould be due' 
conſideration, had of their -Neceſlities, that they 
ſhould have liberty to provide, for their Wives and 
Children, and go every night home to refreſh them- 
ſelves with their Famulies, "il deep in their own 
Houſes. And it may be fartfter. remark'd* in the 
King's Patent, that he did not. 4in the leaſt deſign 
the Tink ſhould be made to work every. day and 
without intermiſſion, ſeeing it provides they ſhould 
be paid daily after their Labor ; his intention was 
that they ſhould be: engag'd by fair means to do 
what was uir'd of * em, and not forc'd to it whe- 
ther they woke; Ir no 5 in ſhort, that they ſhould 
be us'd in all refpeQs as a free People. Beſides, the 
King commanded-that-all their Labors'»ſhould be 
moderate, and proportionate to their Strength, and 
that they ſhould reſt on Holy-days and Sundays, that 
their Wages ſhould be ſ{utable to their Work, ſuſfi- 
cient to encourage 'em in taking pains, and to re. 
lieve their Families in all their domeſtick Neceſli- 
ties. 

If the King had a perfect account of the nature 
of the Land in the Indies, of -the Weakneſs, Pover- 
ty, Meekneſs and good "humor of the Inhabitants, 
of the rigor and ſeverity of their Labors, and the 
great difficulty of getting Gold out of the Mines 3 
if he knew the deſolateMtate in which they are often 
left, and the little care taken to engage *em to re- 
ceive the Sacraments before they die, he would 
without doubt employ: ſome-effeftual means to put 
an end to theſe Diſorders. .. The firſt Admiral of 
the Indies, who made the diſcovery of this New 
World, though the acted conformably to the Kings 
Intereſt in rendering the Indians of New Spain tri- 
butary, by obliging *em to dig a certain quantity 
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d ont of the Miges, and ger hers 
that were remote from "any Mines to other $ of 
TIE: Some. of the 'Spaniards-"hie carried. with 
m, ſhook off the Obedience they 'ow'd the King, 
- ſet' up for ſo'many Tyrants, cominitting Vio- 
lence'-and Spoil beyond what can 'be <afily imagin'd 
in the Province of -Favagua, one of the fineſt and 
moſt populous Conyries in the Hilies. ' The Kit 
being inforn*d of - theſe Ravages, wrote his m 
to.General De-Lares; and order'd: him'to puta Top 
to the Cruelty and Violence of the pataards on the 
Indians; and to govern 'em as a free People, whic 
Ordets were not well executed: For the Spariards 
ſhut. up the Jndians by force in/the Mines, to employ 
*em'in-the toilfom work'of dig ine, Gold, whict 
requires a very robuſt Conſtitotign-: : And whe 
they had. got. this Gold, they wereFore'd to be a 
rtf in the Water to waſh'it: At firſt the Indians | 
were. kept in the 'Mines for a whole year, till the 
Spaniards found they were: not able to endure ſuch 
kard and continual 7 ako: and therefore gave ''em 
fome time of "relpite, contenting themſelves to. 
kee p*em-only for five Months 1 in digging Gold, after 
which they-employ'd *em forty days in melting it. 


This they pretended was a time of reſt for theſe 


poor Creatures, tho this latter ſort 'of Work is 
more toilſom than that of grubbing up of Roots, 
and clearing Ground that. is over-run with Wood: 
ſo that they don't know what a Holy-day or Sun- 
day means. throughout the whole year. They are 
ſometimes almoſt famifl'd,. having - nothing given ' 
*em ſave a few. dry Roots that yield but little Nu- 
triment: Tho the 6's liberal of the Spaniards dif- 
tribute a Porker once a'week among half a hundred 
Hndians, which is little more than every one a taſte. 
Nay'ſome of *em have not-been willing to give the 
A tht, Rev'y © em any gs at all to cat, -bur 
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out of mere Avarice ſent. *em to-feed like Beaſts in 
the fields, or to gather fruit: upon the Mountains, 
after which they forc'd *em to work two'or three 
days together without eating. One Man frankly 


conteſs'd to me that he had'got a great Eſtate in a 


little time by this kind of frugality. 'What ſtrength 
can Bodies that are naturally of a tender Conſtita- 
tion be ſuppos'd to have when fed after this manner, 
and opprefs'd beſides with exceſſive Labor ? *Tis 
impoſlible they ſhould fubſiſt long under this cruel 
Bondage; which makes em lead a ſforrowful, lan- 
guiſhing and miſerable Life, being deſtitute both of 
convenient Food and Reſt. 

Tho the King, order'd each Indian to be paid in 
proportion to his Work, that they-might have fome- 
thing to live, on, - and be. capable of buying. them- 
| ſelves Neceſfaries; this: Command has been ill ob- 

ſerv'd, for they had nothing at all for many years ; 
ſo that they were put to the greateſt Extremity 


and fufter'd Hunger to that degree that they *d | 


nothing more than to die, that they might find an 


end of their Miſeries. - Theſe are the Calamities 


the poor Indians have ſuffer'd in the Service -of 
Chriſtians, who have had no regard either to their 
Souls or Bodies. FP 

As for thoſe Orders that have been given the 
Spaniards to treat the Indians as a free People, not 
to over-charge *em with Labor, not to do *em any 
Injuſtice, and to let *em mind their own Afﬀeairs, 
and order their buſineſs as they ſaw good, they have 
bin no more heeded than' the other. For they have 
been made mere Slaves, and certainly have not ſo 
much-liberty as Beaſts. And the Spanzards, as good 
Chriſtians as they are, are not at all moy'd by all 
the Calamities theſe poor Wyetches undergo, but look 
upon them as the vileſt of Slaves, and not fit to have 
the liberty of doing any thing they have a mind to 


a 


Q 4 do. 


: - o = 
- = m—__—— 
_ _ _— _ _ — - - 
___ _ 0D —— Dc - 
_ — _—— 5 


WI 
17 
14 ! 
WH 
WV 
” 


— 
— — 


- 
—_——_— _ > 
2 _ 

| "i _ a» —- 
—_— = = - * —_ 
— — _— = _ = = 

— ——— —_— 

_ 


— 


-— A - 


: : k 
i lt 
1. : 
F | 
\ 14/41 : 
has if | 1 
Ll | "y 


a © 
% . = 
—— FRETS 
2 — 2 RD — 
= - 
- = —_ _ A—_— Vs 
_— _ _ - - — - 
_—_ —_ . —_ < 
—_— — x S—_ 
: - ——— > =: 
= ins. = I 
= . x 


—_—_—— — _ = 
2 por, = 


a” TY 


232 A Relation of the SpaniflhVoyages 
do. They are conſtantly exposg'd to the Cruelty of 
theſe Tyrants, and not treated like human Crea- 
' tures, but wild Beaſts, who are kept in Chains by 
their Owners, and. -diſpos'd of at their pleaſure, 
If they ſometimes let *em-go to their own Country, 
they will not ſuffer *em to carry their Wives and 
Children with *em, nor hardly aty thing to eat ;, fo - 
that they are preſently conſtrain'd to return, while 
the Refle&tion they make on their deplorable Con- | 
dition often makes *em deſire death to relieve 'em, | 
If the exceſlive Labors impos'd on *em make *em 
ſick, as it often happens ( becauſe, as I have ob». 
ſerv'd, the natural Temper of their Bodies is none 
of the ſtrongeſt) the Spaniards do not in the leaſt | 
pity their Condition, but oppreſs *em with intole- | 
Table Tasks, reproaching *em as lazy, and only 
feigning themſelves ill ro.he excugd from Labor. 
And when they ſee their Sickneſs increaſe, {6 that - 
they become unſerviceable, they ſend *em to their | 
own Country, which is ſometimes forty or fifty ' 
Leagues diſtance, giving ?em nothing but a few ſap- 
leſs Roots to eat by the way, ſo that they often die 
miffrably, not being able to accompliſh ſuch a Jour. 
ney. Sometimes we find ſome of *em on the Road 
juſt ready to expire, others groaning hideouſly in 
the Agonies of Death, and others quite dead. Thoſe 
of *em that are able to ſpeak, ſay nothing but Hun- 
ger,, Hunger, Your Majeſty by this account may ſee 
that the Governor of the' New World had little 
regard to the Orders that were given him, to treat 
the Indians as a free People. © © | 
' . That Governor :was expreſly charg'd not to do 
any thing to the Hidians that might hinder 'em from 
receiving: the' Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
or prejudice their Lives or Health, becauſe the King 
had no deſign to deftroy *em : yet this Man ſaw in- 


figit numbers of *em periſh that 'were jmploy'd'in 
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and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies. 233 
melting of Gold. The Labors exaQted of *em were 
like a furious Peſtilence, which cuts off multitudes 
of People in a little time; and yet this fad SpeQacle 
could not engage him to revoke: his cruel Orders, 
or {o much as' mitigate the ſeverity of *em. How- 
ever he knew well enongh that he was not able ta 
excuſe his Proceedings either before God or the 
King, being expreſly contrary to the Charge that 
had been given him; and therefore us'd ſo much 
Subtilty and 'Artifice in the management of this 
Afﬀair, that none of his Cruelties on the Indians 
were known in Spain for thoſe ſeven years in which 
he tyranniz'd over the New World. They that 
came after him, trod in his ſteps by deſtroying the 
Indians, tho his Catholic Majeſty recommended ir 
to*em to inducethe Indians to receive the Catholic 
Faith, by ſhewing all kindneſs to._*em,' and not to 
make War upon ”em on the account of Religion, or 
to conſtrain *em to embrace Chriſtianity by force, 
but rather to treat *em as the King's Liege People, 
impoſing a certain Tribute on *em, as on his other 
Subje&ts. All this was expreſs'd in the InſtruQions 
given to Pedrarias, when he was made Governor of 
the Mdies ; notwithſtanding which he enter?d. Ame- 
rica juſt as a hungry Wolf falls on a flock of Sheep, 
and made horrible ſlaughters on all fides, uſing ſuch 
unheard of Torments, and making ſuch waſte and 
ſpoil, that nothing like it is to be found in any 
Hiſtory. He might have been look®d upon as a 
heavy Plague, ſent by God to execute his Wrath in 
extirpating the Indians. This Man, and thoſe that 
accompanied him, cheated your Majeſty of five or 
ſix Millions of Gold, and *tis impoſſible to compute 
the Spoil they made in the Indies. They depopulated 
a Country of above four hundred Leagues, as rich, 
fertil and pleaſant as any in the World, All this 


Tyranny was us'd to make, the Indians deliver up 
ww a 3g a 


- - = 

" —_—_— 

"ants LD hn 
pr non ——_——y -—_ PRETTY 


- F '4 pr * 
— dS AST + - " - «+ 
. , _ _— , 
_ oy - Sig # 
_ & —. : 
< TI -_ - _ -— 
Ce TCD E EE 
_— 
ms - - ' E 
-. mn—_—— 2 ” 
—_ - - -_ 
I i yo. - 
*s * - f, 


- —— 
. ' £ _ mY £_—_ < oo f 
_ conn > - "=> 23 al. Seth p ES = _ -w be 
4 _ b 2 4 4 4 = + 3” = - 
Fo SI 4 *; —_———  ———— © 0 Ren _—— . 
—— ——_ —_ — , - - >. =—s —_ 3 R 
£ 


234 A Relatian of the Spaniſh Voyages 


 fiderable Profit out of their hard Labors. If a'par. | 


violating all the Rules of the Law of Nature and 


- ; __ ey »— . 


all their Gold: But by. the juſt. Judgment. of God 
they made no great advantage. of their Robberies; 
and it would have bin, more for-their. intereſt tg 
have kept the [ndiant alive, and to have made a con. 


ticular account ſhould be given your Majeſty of all 
the Diſorders committed by the Spanrards in the 
noble Province of Nicaraqua, your. Majeſty would | 
be aſtoniſh'd ; and if they had not ſtill continued 
their Tyranny over theſe poor People, every. day 
killing and deſtroying *em, I ſhould; not have ex. 
pos'd my ſelf to the fatigue of ſo tedious and troy. 
bleſom a Voyage, to- give your "205 an account 
of it. When your Majeſty is aſſur'd that. the Spam, 
ards hay epoyalatel ſo many vaſt and noble King. 
doms, and.t a1 they ſtill continue to deſtroy what- 

ever eſcap'd the fury of. former Governors ; when 

you are conyinc*d that they have- carried Fire and | 
Sword through ſeven Kingdoms that are larger than | 
Spain, your Majeſty will cafily -be perſwaded that 
what I have {aid is no Exaggeration.. -I have ſeen 
theſe Kingdoms in a manner as full: of People as 
Hives are of Bees, where now there are none to be 
found, having been all murder'd by the Spaniards; | 
ſo that there are only naked Walls and empty 
Houſes to be ſeen in many. once populous Cities. 
The Orders given by. the moſt Catholic Queen 7/a- 
bella to General De-Lares were very prudent and 
uſeful, but he did not think fit to obſerve *em ; .and 
the Relation he gave the King and Queen of matters 
from time to time, were very. far from. Truth, tho 

Lipporied by the Teſtimony . of divers Indians. He 
acted quite contrary to. the Inſtructions given him, 


Reaſon ;.by which ?tis-evident- he went beyond his 
Commiſſion, and prevaricated in thoſe Letters he 
direQed to the Council of Spain, by LROOFIAZIR 
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populous will ſoon become a: yalt- Deſert 3 for the 
Spaniards that go-thither, don't go-to people the 
Country, but tofinrich themſelves by pillaging it. 
Thoſe that have larely. gon anto Hiſpaniela, and 
other depopulated places, and* carried thither the 
Commodithes of Europe, have not been able to dif- 
poſe of ?em, there not heing People to buy? em : So 
that theſe:Diſorders are diredtly -oppoſfit to your 
Majeſty's-Intereſt ; for what advantage can-you re- 
ceive from the ruin of thoſe People ? And what will 
the World fay of fo juſt.a; Prince as-your Majeſty, 
if when you are inform'd .of the miſchief. don by 
your. SubjeRs' in thoſe vaſt Kingdoms, and among 
iuch multitudes of People; you ſhould not apply ſu- 
table Remedies to ſo dangerous a Diſeaſe ? It can't 

Ska 77 be 


2 36 A pv of the Spaniſh Voyages 


your Majeſty ap whe Mind abounds 
6 at neſs, and great a Zeal for 
Equity and Juſtice, can tolerate Gl cruel Oppreſl. 
ons as theſe. 
To what has been faid;/it-may be added, to ae. 
monſtrate that the power the Spaniards have over 
the Indians | is prejudicial to the Crown of Spain, 
that by this means your Majeſty lofes an infinit 
number of. Subjects, who are every day cut off with. 
gut any lawful occaſion ; z whereas if ſuffer'd to live, 
they would chearfully ſubmit to your Majeſty*s Go- 
vernment when they ſaw the difference between 
your Majeſty's Yoke, and that Slayery in which 
they- are held by their private Maſters. If your 
Majeſty had once receiv'd *em into the number of 
your Subjecs, fo that they- might be ſecur'd from 
the inhuman Severities they now daily endure, they 
would love and ſerve your Majeſty with incredible 
Zeal, being naturally inclin'd to be very fihymilive 
ro their Princes. 
Yaur Majefty may farther conſider, that you loſe 
immenſe Riches by the cruel depopulition of "the , 
Ids, which otherwiſe- you might juſtly acquire z 
for *tis impoſſible for the Spaniards.to fubſiſt long in 
the Hdies, if the Natives be exterminated. © And 
thoſe Treaſures ſufficient to enrich all Spain, would 
be no ſmall advantageto promote your Dglſigns, and 
eftable you to reſiſt your "Enemies. If there come 
no Mony from the Idies,' but that Spring of Trea- 
fure be ſuffer'd to dry up, ou muſt" neceſlarily 
fuſtain great Inconveniences for want of it. Ex- 
perience already ſhews that the 7dies don't furniſh 
us with ſo great a quantity” as in time paſt, and *tis 
likely to diminiſh more and more for time to come. 
Belides, the manner of extorting it from the Idians 
can't pollibly laſt long, becauſe *tis too vialent a 
courſe. The Ifle of Hiſpaniola | IS an _--- 
Inſtance 
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Inſtance of what I ſay; for whereas above three 
Millions of. very fine Gold were drawn out of it at 
firſt, it cannot now afford the tenth.part of that 
Sum. The leaſt Reflection your Majeſty can make 
will eaſily convince you how your Revenues every 
day dirniniiſh. Your Majeſty has nothing certain and 
ſtable in the Indies, if the Land” be not cultivated, 
and the Inhabitants preſerv'd for thoſe Labors that 
are ſo advantageous. You have now but a ſmall 
number of Indians in all New Spain, from whence 
your Majeſty might annually have drawn a Million 
of Ducats, if the Tdians had been: preſerv'd, and 
your Majeſty's Intereſt at firſt regarded. There 
have been yet greater Confuſions and Diſorders in 
Peru, and the Miſchief daily increaſes; from which 
Kingdom your Majeſty might yearly receive two or 
three Millions of Gold if the Indians were- not 
treated with ſo much Injuſtice and Inhumanity, ma- 
ny of *em having been murder'd, togther with their 
great King Atabalipa. All the Gold the Chriſtians 
have taken by force in Peru would of right have 
belong'd to your Majeſty, becauſe that Indian Prince 
would have yoluntarily preſented himſelf to-your 
Majeſty with M. his Treaſures. The-Church has 
likewiſe receiv'd great damage by theſe Cruelties ; 
for as your Majeſty has been fruſtrated of thoſe 
immenſe Riches, ſo the Church has loſt an infinit 
number.of Sonls who have periſf'd in their Igno- 
rance, when they might have been taught the Myſte- 
ries of our Faith : fo That the Loſſes ſuſtain'd both 
by Church and State are irreparable. 

The Kingdom of Spain, which your Majeſty rules 
with ſo much Equity, is ſurrounded with Enemies, 
and in danger of being waſted and ruin'd by the 
Turks and - Moors, thoſe declar'd Enemies of the 
Catholic Faith : Becauſe God, who is the juſt Judg 
and Soveraign Lord of the Univerſe, is grievouſly 
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pb Ss A Relition of F Spaniſh Vo pjages | 
offended with the Violence; and Maſſacres which the 
Spaniards haye committed inthe Indies, where they 
have -oppreſt and ſlaughter'd innumerable multj- 
tudes of Peop le. Theſe Indians have rational Soul 

fornr'd Frags the image and, likeneſs of God, uy 
ranſond by the Blood of his Son, who keeps an 
account of * *em, and will not ook. ent of no value, 
how ignorant and barbarous ſoever icy, ſeem to 
be. He was pleas'd to chooſe Spain to the Sexvige 

of carrying the Light of the Goſpel into the New 
World, and to engage. thoſe Nations to entertain 
the Chriſtian, Faith. And .it ſeem'd as if the Al 


mighry had. diſcover'd all theſe Temporal Riches to 
the Spaniards, as a_ recompenlſe for thoſe $ Spiritual 
Pleaſures with which they were to enrich the Jndies, 


But tho he open'd a way, for *em into thoſe vaſt 
Regions, ſo wealthy, ferti] and pleaſant, fo full of 
Mines of Gold, Silver and precious Stones ; -inſtead 
of 'being thankful for all tale Favors, the Rh 
committed the moſt hainous Crimes to ordvoke him, 

Now *tis uſaal for God to diftribute his Puniſhme! 
by'a rule of proportion, adjuſting them to the. na- 
ture of' the Offence. If Men fin byride, he covers 
**m with Confuſion and Shame ; 1f they -get any 

thing unjuſtly through Avarice, he often ſuffers %m 

to'lole their own Goods 3-and they that have ſtolen, 
are in turn rob'd themſelvgs. Thoſe that opprels 
and-murder others, he permits to fall into the hands 
of ſuch as treat *em with the-like Cruelty : They 
that' take away their Neighbors, Wives and violate 
*tm, have ſometimes the ſame Outrages committed 
on their own. And fuch as uſurp Kingdoms that 
don't belong to 'em, by God's Judgment. come to 
ſee their own Kingdoms TRE by. their Enemies 3 
and thus it js with other ] Jad ents which frequently 
anſwer the different. kids of Pn The Holy Scrip- 
cure and other Hifories are full of Inſtances to. this 


purpoſe; 
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purpoſe z and Experience © every" day furniſhes us 
with ſuch:marks of the Divine Diſpleafure as theſe: 
The 24oors once over-run ' Spain, and this' was in- 
terpreted- as a Judgment from God: to puniſh the 
Crime of King Roderick, who raviſh'd the Daughter 
of ' Count Don Julian, tho-?tis more probablett was 
to puniſh the Crimes of the People of Spam, and 
the Injuries they -ofter'd their Neighboursz+and that 
the Crime of this King only filPd up the meaſure of 
thoſe Vices. | WE 10 

'Tis convenient to inform. your, Majeſty what is 
thought by Perſons of the beſt ſenſe, who are g0s 
vern'd by no Prejudice, but only compaſſionate'the 
Sufferings of the poor [ndians. I have heard 'many 
ſnch Perſons ſay, I pray God theſe extravagant 
Cruelties don't one day fall heavy upon Spain ! It 
may be ſuch words as theſe that drop from many 
wiſe Men, are ſo many Advertiſements and Menaces 
from'God, who has been highly incegns'd againſt this 
Nation by the Crimes of the. Spaniards, And we 
already ſee that Spain is reduc'd to great Neceſſities, 
and Mony 1s very ſcarce among us; tho 'more Trea- 
ſures have bin brought hither- than Solomon pofſeſs'd 
in all his Glory : Moſt 'of 'thoſe that have'brought 
theſe Riches from the Indies have made a miſerable 
end, and their Children are reduc'd to extreme 
Poverty, Which juſtifies the old Maxim, Yix gaudet 
tertius Heres, the third, Heir {ſeldom enjoys an ill- 
zZotten Eſtate; and that Paſlage of holy Scripture, 
He that oppreſſeth the poor to increaſe bis Riches — ſhall 


ſurely come to want, Prov. 22.16, Becauſe, as has 


bin ſaid, the Divine Judgments bear ſome propor- 
tion to the Crimes that Men commit. If -your Ma- 
jeſty have the curioſity to inform your ſelf of the 
detail of all theſe matters, we can ſhew you a Liſt 
of the principal Tyrants that have committed the 
grcateſt Diſorders in the Jagies, by pillaging 2 

;  __ maſſla- 


Al 


Ti 

| 

- 

C | 

= 

| | SY 
- I, l 

2 1 : 
$4 7. l 
441 "7 6 
: 


—_— 
_ - 


py _—_— — -» 
= o 
— — 


—2 0 ot ED 
yo _ _ — — 


Kt” OUR «ig Pr 


= 
Ky 4 + 
«af __ R Y 
* ——_— — = on 


- = 
ny — an A 
_ - co 


>= © 


*. 


l : 
: 
0 , 
1 : 
# 
: ' 4 " 
" f A. 
k r 
of 2 : ' 
'Y - 
4 bt. i 
[n 4 ( | 
*Y\ © ..z dx 
; "vn l 
v-+ 4 
6 ” FRE 
p *# l 
” y 
+ 8 
| iP 5 
«4.4 , "> TE ' 
"a + JOID 
{WE 'P/.:, 
F "&. 27 j q 
and ff 
%. 5, / } 
.» « 'F 
: 
&\\5 «3% 
” 1 vY P14 
. 'N l 
3 "4 ; 1 
a M5. 
4 4 
44 SG F 'N þ 
WM: Xs 
© . -*i7/ ” $ 1 p 
? 5 8 , 4 7 
oy 
i . ».*F 
['* d MY, 
'; n I. ® 1 
: . a @ 1 : 
$4 Fa, ve 4 
l 3 #5 / 
i RH $ | 
i C FH 
"7 l p F TH 
WP. OR) 
4 V2 ; 
C 0 : 41 
x * MLS 1 
a. » 
| I © 
"" «RY l 
* d ; , F p - 
l 4 
AS * LEY 
f ' IL 
Wo 1 «YL Hf 
* 
Js FR / p1 l 
v : - "9 » 
4 48, © 
| $ 44 FI 
yo , '$ : 
= 1% et 
G 06 74 
\ q. q 
F , I” } ie 
i * > 
"T 2 | : 
þ : 
FF a 
T 4B &s. , 
i k S . 4, \ G 
KS. x. 
" bo 
o : | 0 a kt 
SS HI. Þ 7 
i dats > 
[5 - | 
y 1 [7 *e ' 
- * 
za 
f "& 3 "4 
4 / \ yl 
. : Ti 
RF 1/! 
"FL s Ha 
4 ' + , 
ax ; 
a 3 "14 | 
" q 
4 / 
: b Fo 
'S " 
Hf © » 6 
Y i , 
Na. - &*\} 
= LT 
; . 0 | 
% 4 by , 
4 bo : 
+ +: 
o : + 
I 
+43 
ins 
RET 
” "RX - 
s 
'T c 
+4 $ \Þ ' 
ye! ih, {4 
”  . 
' 4 ) 
{34% 
' MF 2% , 
l F 14S 
' , 
4 m_ l 
FiÞ) 
Tt, 
: 
Þ, 
$4 hu 
«+1 it 
3% EL. 
£—EWME 
: 


2 WF. \ oY — —_—_— —— . ; <= Ja5 z- = - Os 2 
— — - ——_ —_— - - —— == —_ —_ id - — = I—_ = _ ha od 2 
ww . ” - 
s- z--2L 9 *,0, Ml —_ # — w- < —y - - my 199.0. - - PR a—_ _ _ - $ <_ & yy 
” —"—_ ww - 2 -- > - Iz _— 7 > - - p . = . 4 
| " 4 4” 


_—_ — _ 
Ly 0 
24 —— 
. F 
,” 


_ 5 
5M  » JAI 


hee -; , 
os 5 EC L 
ad 


240 ARelationof. the Spaniſh Voyages 
quſhering hole poor , People, and have theniſelves 
all died {in a dreadful and deſpairing manner. It 
ſeems their Violence and Cruelty, the great quan- | 
tity of Blood ſhed in the Maſlacres they have com: 
mited,_ and their other. vicious Actions; the. effecs 
of which are yet to be ſeen, cry aloud: to Heaven 
for Vengeance ; while the Tears, and Sighs, and 
Entreaties. of ſo many. poor Innocents have filfd 
Heaven and Earth, ,and put all the World into q 
Conſternation, to the utter ſhame and reproach of 
all the Spaniſh Nation, and of the Kings of Spain 
too. Since then it depends only on your Majeſty to 
lay the Ax to the Root of all theſe Diſorders, and to 
do Juſtice to theſe afflicted People, it will be an 
Argument of your Prudence and Equity to employ 
your Power to deliver the dians from the terrible 
Oppreſſions and Calamities under which they yet 
groan. | WOES,” 
Your Majeſty may be pleas'd farther to obſerve; 
that if the Spaniards have'an Authority given ent 
over the Indians, however it may be qualified, they 
will infallibly abuſe it ; for being naturally proud, 
they'l become {till leſs obedient to your Majeſty's 
Commands: Nay the immenſe Sums which they'l * 
get in the Mdies will enable *em to confederate 
with other Nations, to withdraw their. Allegiance 
entirely from your Majeſty at long-run, and to ſup- 
port one another in their Rebellion, We already 
ſee that ,the richeſt of %em, that flatter themſelves 
with the Title of Conquerors, are ſo intolerably 
preſumptuous, as to ſet themſelves above the Rules 
of common Juſtice. Your Majeſty's Vice-roy faid 
not long ſince in one of his Letters, that the Þadians 
ought to acknowlege no other God nor King than 
himſelf. © Your Majeſty therefore ſhould take it fot, 
granted that it is not conſiſtent with the Security of 
your Government, that. there ſhould be any gretf 
| or 
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Lord in the Continent of the Weſt-Indies, inveſted 
with an abſolute Juriſdiction over the Indians ; this 
Power ought to be inſeparable from your Royal 
Perſon : ?Tis not convenient for the future to give 
any one the Title of Count, Marqueſs, or Duke over 
either the Mdians or Spaniards that are ſetled there 
becauſe *twill prompt 'em to think too highly of 
themſelves, and to advance themſelves above their 
Condition, which may have very miſchievous Con- 
ſequences : In a word, this may probably open *em 
a way to make themſelves Kings of the Indies, and 
thereby deveſt your Majeſty of the Right you have 

to thoſe Countries. 
Nor will it be more ſafe to truſt this Power in 
the hands of thoſe Gentlemen that compoſe your 
Majeſty's Council in the dies, which may alſs be 
attended with Inconveniences ; for *tis impoſlible 
for the Aﬀairs of America to be well adminiſtred if 
the Members of that Council be abſolute Lords of 
the Indians - To be ſure then the King of Spain 
ſhall never know the truth of what paſſes there ; 
this would produce nothing but Fraud and Im- 
poſture, and be an infallible means to compleat the 
Ruin of the Indies. They that govern in the Indies, 
induſtriouſly endeavour to prevent the Conrt of 
I Spain from receiving any true Information how 
* BU matters ſtand there, that they may ſecurely pillage 
the Country, and live at their own Diſcretion. 
They have oppo thoſe Friers whoſe Zeal carried 
'em to America to preach, and have hinder'd *em from 
reaping the fruit they might have expected from 
their Labors. The Judges and other Officers were 
afraid the Converſion of the Indians would be pre- 
Judicial to their Temporal Intereſt ; and Avarice 
bore ſway in their Minds inſtead of that Zeal they 
dught to have had for the Salvation of thoſe Inf- 
dels, God is #itrdſs that this is true, and *tis not 
R drfficule 


242 A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
difficult to prove it. They continued to perſecute 
the Monks, till one of 'em, pitying them iſerable 
caſe of theſe Idolaters, came on purpoſe to inform 
the King of Spain of the Violence of his Officers, 
and of the ObſtruQtions they raisd againſt the pub- 
lication of the Goſpel there. Cardinal X:menes at 
that time manag'd the Aﬀairs of Spain, who being 
well inform'd of the Afﬀairs in the Indies, imme. 
diately reſolv'd to deveſt the Council there of the 
Juriſdiction they pretended to have over the Indians, 
as being very pernicious, But the Kings of Spain 
are at ſo valt a diſtance from thoſe Countries, that 
they have not been able ſpeedily to redreſs all the 

reſſing Grievances that inceſlantly afflict thoſe mi- | 
Ferable People. Their Laws and Orders given at 
fo great a diſtance have no great Efficacy : and *tis 
next to impoſlible for *em to have a true account 
what. Perſecutions the Indians ſuffer : Or if a true 
Information ſhould be had, they can only: give ſome 
general Orders, without deſcending to make ſpe- 
cial proviſion againſt all thoſe Miſchiefs that can't 
be well known unleſs they were upon the place 
where they are acted. Beſides, the Perſons to whom 
theſe Orders are directed, commonly conceal em, ' 
or defer the execution of *em; fo that when they go 
about to fulfil *em, *tis too late, and the Remedies 
applied prove unſeaſonable and uſeleſs. Nay, they 
are often ſo wicked as to act in dire& contradiction 
to what is commanded em ; and flatter themſelves 
with hopes of never being calPd to account, becauſe 
they are ſo remote from Spain. 

If your Majeſty would reſerve to your ſelf alone 
the Juriſdiction of the Indies, without ſharing it 
among the Spaniards, it would be the greateſt hap- ' 
pineſs imaginable to the Indians, and nothing could 
more rejoice *em, becauſe then they would be con- 
vinc'd they fhould be no more expos'd to af ” 
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ſults and Perſecutions of their Enemies ; and would 
have fo great a reſpe& for your Majeſty, obey you 
ſo univerſally, and love you o ſiricerely, that they 
would be always ready to ſacrifice their Lives for. 
your Service. You could then require nothing bf 
*em, but they would do it chearfully, becauſe they 
ſeem to have a great propenſion to ſubmit td 
your Royal Crown ; whereas if the Spaniards are 
their abſolute Maſters, as their Obedience Will 
be forc'd, ſo it will be of no long continuance; 
and they'l do all they can to get free of ſo ſevere 
a Yoke. RT 

Moreover, when the 11dians are once perſwaded 
they are under your Protection, that they may live 
fafely in their owti Houſes, and need fear no injury 
either in their Perſons or Goods ; all that are re- 
tid to the Mountains will ſoon come down to dwell 
in the Plains, as they were wont heretofore. For 
abundance of 'em have retreated to avoid the Crus 
elties of the Spaniards ; and chuſe rather to be de= 
vour'd by wild Beaſts in the Mountains, than to fall 
into the hands of their Perſecutors; tho Chriſtians: 
The poor Wretches ſuffer a world of Inconveniences 
in thoſe places whither they have retir'd, wanting 
almoſt all the Neceſlaries of Lite : And *tis impoſh- 
ble to find *em out to inſtru& *em in the Chriſtiari 
Faith : whereas if they liv'd together in Towns and 
Cities, they niight eaſily be taught Religion; and 4 
regular ſort of Government eſtabliſh'd among *etti; 
whereby they would be brought to the Service of 
the True God, which would become familiar to ?ern 2 
By this means the Ground would be cultivated; the 
Roads frequented and render*d more ſafe, and the 
Country no longer be deſert and forlorn + The 
Spaniards would be ſupplied with Proviſions; arid: 
convenient places to lodg 1h on their Journeys; afid 
llaye 2 thouſand other. Advantages of which they 
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are now depriv'd by the Indians deſerting their Ha- 
bitations., | | | 

Your Majeſty may remember that after a mature 
examination of this Aﬀair by many learned Men 
and ables Divines, they unanimouſly declar'd, that 
the Dominion of the Indies could not be juſtly given 
to private Men, nor diſmember'd from your Ma- 
jeſty's Crown. This Determination was ſignified 
to Ferdinando Cortez, with orders to put It in eXecu- 
tion. Your Majeſty was pleas'd on the ſame account 
again to call together an Aſſembly of Perſons of 
great Learning and Virtue, who after a long de- 
bate, declar'd that the Spaniards could not lawfully 
be made Lords of the Indies. After which your 
Majeity gave moiſt expreſs Orders to prohibit it, 
revoking all Grants to the contrary procur'd on 
thoſe falſe Accounts and Miſrepreſentations that 
had been given you. Your Majeſty commanded the 
Governor of Florida to put theſe Edicts in execution, 
as may be ſtill ſeen by his Inſtructions. Among the 
principal Articles of theſe Conſtitutions, one is, 
That the 7:dians ought to be accounted free, and 
not obliged to any other Services than the reſt of 
your Majeſty's Subjetts who enjoy their Liberty 
under your Government : . That they ought to 
pay Titkes to God, unleſs excus'd for ſome time, 
and likewiſe ſuch Tribute to your Majeity as 1s im- 
pos'd lawfully, and in proportion to the Goods 
they poſſeſs, and the quality of their Land, accord- 
ing to the reaſonable Eſtimate of thoſe that govern 
em. 

If it be delir d that the Indians ſhould be taught 
the Catholic Faith, and brought to embrace our 
Cuſtoms, while they keep up a ſort of Government 
among themſelves, your Majeſty ought not to give 
them as Slaves to any one whatſoever, either for 


ever, or for a limited time ; for this would be to Ex: 
poſe 
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poſe *em to the ſame Miſeries they have hitherto 
endur'd, and perhaps to increaſe them : for after 
this" there will be no dependence to be had on the 
Orders and Prohibitions made in favour of the 
Indians, whatever Penalties ſhall be annex'd to fa- 
cilitate their Execution ; for thoſe that have bin 
already made are very wiſe Edids, and might he 
very uſeful if put in practice. And one «chief 
Reaſon againſt giving the IMhdians for Vaſlals to 
the Spaniards, is the ſmall account theſe latter 
make of the Lives of thoſe poor Creatures ; for 
'tis not to be imagin®d with what Contempt they 
look upon 'em, unleſs by thoſe that have ſeen it : 
Their exceſlive Covetouſneſs induces 'em to make 
*tm labor beyond their Strength, not caring what 
becomes of 'em ſo they get any thing by %em. 
If any Perſons give your Majeſty a contrary ac- 
count of theſe matters, you ought to look upon 'em 
as Enemies to the State, and diſaffeted to your Ma- 

jelty's Service. | 
If your M:3jeſty be convinc'd by the Arguments 
produc'd, you will prevent the Spaniards from com- 
mitting a great many Violences and Murders, of 
which they are every day. guilty, You will ſecure 
Spain from this Contagion, in preventing your 
People at home from partaking of the Sins of 
their fellow-Subjeas, and ſharing the Plunder with 
them which they have ſo unjuſtly gotten. For all 
Men of ſenſe acknowledg that the Crimes of the 
Spaniards in America render all Spain obnoxious to 
the Curſe of God ; that the courſe they take to be- 
come rich is unjuſt ; that the Gold and Silver they 
bring from the Hndtes is ſtolen, and that they are 
oblig*d to reſtore it to the right Owners whom 
they have unjuſtly plunder'd : which likewiſe evi- 
dences that thoſe that partake of theſe uſurp'd 
Riches have no good TOW to *em ; for they ought 
3 0 


245 A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages 
to have no Commerce with thoſe publick Robbers; 
nor to ſell *em any Commodities -for their ſtolen 
Gold ; they ſhould nat ſo much as receive Preſents 
from *em, or conſent to be their Heirs ; And if ſo, 
it follows that all Spain is become guilty of the 
Crimes of thoſe Men; ſo that there are few but 
have reaſon to be under trouble of Conſcience, and 
arc in danger of Damnation, becauſe there are ſcarce 
any who have not participated, of ' the Rapine of 
thoſe that have come from the New World. 

' It has bin objected by the Spaniards, that if they 
have not a Juriſdiction over the Indians as their 
Vallals, it will be impofſible for *em to live in the In- 
dies, and conſequently that your Majeſty will not be 
able to keep thoſe Kingdoms that have bin conquer'd 
in your Name, nor to publiſh the Catholic Faith 
there. For they ſay, if the Spaniards can't ſublilt 
there, the King of Spain can't preſerve' his Domi- 
nion over the Indians, nor maintain Monks among 
*em to preach to *em, ſo that they muſt be deſtitute 
of the Light of the Goſpel; and thoſe+of *em that 
have already receiv'd it, will gradually loſe it for 
want of: freſh Inſtruction, and ſo return to their for- 

er Idolatry, and other Sins. 

They that reaſon, after this manner, do it not fo 
much from a Principle of true Zeal and Compaſlion, 
leſt ſo many Souls ſhould periſh, as from a deſire of 
Opprelling theſe People, and that they may grow 
Tich by the $poll they get from ?em. ?Tis only their 
privat Intereſt makey 'em talk at this rate ; for they 
are not at all. concern'd about your Majeſty's Inte- 
reſt, or the Salvation of the poor [adians. *Tis not 
the Gogd of- the Public, or the Glory of God that. 
moves'em ; for their Condu& ſufficiently ſhews what 

ittle reſpect they bave to the Law of God, which 

orbids %em to do the leaſt hurt to any one, how 
gets an. advantage forrer. it might procure ter. 
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They ought to know, if they have the true Senti- 
ments of Chriſtianity, that tho your Majeſty ſhould 
run the risk of loſing all your Conqueſts in the 7-- 
dies, and be render'd uncapable of cauſing the 
Chriſtian Faith to be preach'd among the Indians; it 
were better to forgo all ſuch great Advantages, than 
to obtain *em by ruining the Inhabitants after the 
manner hitherto praQis'd. It had bin no great Miſ- 
fortune to your Majeſty, if your Empire had not 
extended ſo far as the Indies; and *tis an ill way of 
going to work, to endeavour to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity 
there by ſuch criminal Methods. The reaſon of 
which 1s evident, becauſe we are forbidden to do el 
that good may come, Rom. 3. 8. God 1s not pleasgd 
with the greateſt Sacrifices 1f polluted with any Sin, 
but abhors all ſuch Offerings, ?Tis a moſt hainous 
Sin, and worthy of eternal Damnation, to maſſacre 
Infidels on pretence of introducing the Chriſtian 
Faith among 'em, and of extirpating a part of *em 
to ſave the reſt. God dos not require Men to re- 
ceive his Word on ſuch hard terms, and abſolutely 
forbids ſuch a kind of Zeal for the Salvation of Souls 
as this. He would not have us pretend to be more 
concern'd about the Salvation of Sonls than himſelf. 
That which he requires of us is to keep within the 
compals of his Laws, and not to exceed the Limits 
he has preſcrib'd. For *twould be an Argument of 
much Stupidity, and a great ſin for any one to throw 
a Child into a Well to baptize it, and ſo to drown 
it on pretence of ſaving its Soul. And 1s it not a 
creater Crime, and more odious and abominable in 
the ſight of God, to ſcandalize, deſtroy and maſla- 
cre ſo many thouſand People, under the pretext of 
putting the reſt in the way of Salvation ? *Tis our 
buſineſs to do all the Good we can in conforming our 
ſelves to God's Commandments, and keeping with- 
In the bounds he has ſet us, leaving the reſt to him- 
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243 A Relation of the Spaniſh Voyages. 

ſelf, But this is a falſe Gloſs which the Spanzards 
uſe to cover their Avarice ; for the Salvation of the 
Indians is no part of their Care; all they mind ig 
rather to ruin and inſlave *em, than to make Chrif. 
tians of *em. Therefore in oppoſition to all their 
falſe Pretences, we aſſure your Majeſty, that if you 
pleaſe to reſerve to your ſelf alone the Dominion 
of the Indies without admitting the Spanzards to 
aſſume the quality of Lords and Maſters over the 
Indians, it will be an infallible means to eſtabliſh the 
Catholic Faith among them. The Spaniards will be 
able to live commodiouſly among 'em in greater 


numbers than they have hitherto done; and all 
other Inconveniences will be remoy'd, which will 
mightily conduce tothe Glory of God, the Advan- 
tage of the Indians, the Aggrandizement of your 
Empire, and the general Good of all Spain. 
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Travelling to Advantage. 


IS commonly thoughtthat the Advantages 
of Travelling are always out-balanc'd by 
the Inconveniences that attend it ; that 
tho a Man 1s at never fo much Charge in 

his Voyages, he muſt ſtill undergo a great deal of 

Hardſhip; and when all is done, the Profit he reaps is - 

not. to be compar'd with the Fatigues he endures. 

But nothing can be more falſe than this Opinion ; for 

in truth, the advantage of Travelling infinitely fur- 

mounts the trouble of it : and as the Experiment of 

a Chymiſt, whatever 1t coſts him, is very well re- 

warded when he makes ſome conſiderable diſcovery 

of Nature; ſo that Traveller that knows how to 
improve his Mind as he ought by his Voyages, is al- 
ways well requited for the Inconveniences he has 

{uſtain'd. 

The Prejudice that ſome entertain, that the want 
of that Experience which is to be gain'd in Voyages 
and aQtual Diſcoveries, may be ſupplied by reading' 
Books that treat of ſuch matters, or by the force of: 
the Imagination, which gives its own ſhape to all 
things it repreſents, and never makes ?*em appear as 
they are in themſelves, is a mere Illuſion; For what-' 
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2 The Art of Travelling. 
ever foreſtals and prepoſleſſes the Judgment is fo 
little capable of forming the'Mind, that *tis the ve- 
ry thing which corrupts it, and deprives it of its 
natural reliſh for Truth, and that diſpoſition to re- 
ceive it, which ſerves as a foundation for Reaſon to' 
build upon. That which 1s found in Books is not 
always true; for beſides that Decency will not per- 
mit Men to write but within the compaſs of certain 
Rules, Flattery, the humor of the Time and Nation 
wherein a Man lives, the public Intereſt, or the ma- 
nagement of private Aﬀeairs, always make ſome dif- 
ference between what a Man writes, and what may 
be thought by thoſe among whom he lives ; Which 
forms an almoſt invincible Obſtacle in the way of 
Truth, and hinders her from ſhewing her ſelf in her 
proper ſhape. | 
But in Travelling we find all imaginable help and 
aſſiſtance to furniſh our Minds with Experience and 
Knowledg ; for what is conceaPd in Books is by 
this means openly diſcover'd tous; and we judg of 
things with more ſafety; becauſe we ſee *em with 
greater perſpicuity when the Curtain is drawn alide. 
When we go to the very Principles of things, and 
draw Water at the Fountain, the taſte and quality 
of it muſt needs be moſt agreeable. This is the way 
to know Men as they really are, and not only as the 
Intereſt of ſome Perſons makes em appear to be 
and to judg ofz their Actions, Manners, and Polt- 
ticks in themſelves, and not on the Credit of fo- 
reign Relations; fo that the Mind receiving thence 
a pure and vivid light, that ſets it above the dan- 
ger.of Prejudice, is at the ſame time confirm'd and 
1mprov?d on ſolid grounds, and at length rais'd to 
the upper Region of Policy where its great Pheno- 
Mena appear. 
We are taught in the Book of Eccle/24 tes, that to 
b2com2 wiſz a M11 malt go into ſtrange Countries, 
So SApiens 
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Sapiens 11 terram alienigenarum Gentium pertranſiet ; 
and it follows afrerviins, in abſconditis ſs —_ 
bitur, by that means he ſhall be acquainted with the 
moſt profound Notions of Wiſdom, that is, of 
RELIGION; Occulta Proverbrorum exquiret, hell 
make a ſcrutiny into their Maxims, Manners and 
Cuſtoms, that 1s, into MORALITY : bona enim 
& mala im bominibus tentabit ; hell have the advan- 
tage by converling with the Living (which is much 
better than to conſult the Dead) to know the ſources 
of that Good and Evil which Men do either to 
themſelves, or one another, that 1s, in one word, 
POLICY. Theſe are the three fundamental Prin- 
ciples by which a wiſe Man ought to regulate his 
Condu&, and in theſe he ought to accompliſh himſelf 
by Travelling : For a Man 1s confirn'd in his Reli- 
gion by the knowledg he acquires of the importance 
and certainty of it; he forms a ſolid Scheme of 
Morality from the different Practices he obſerves in 
the World, and informs himſelf in the true Rules 
of Policy by the uſe he finds other People make 
of *em: From which it follows, that if a Man 
would be wiſe, he ought to travel; and *tis hard- 
ly to be expected that any one who negleQs this 
method, will prove eminent for Prudence and Po- 
liticks: | 
This. Art of Travelling to advantage requires 
tour Conditions that are all abſolutelp neceſſary in 
every one that would {ſucceed in it. The firſt is, 
That his Mind be already fornrd and fix*d, and yer 
this in ſuch a manner as not to be ſtritly determin'd. 
The ſecond 1s, That he be not prepoſleſs'd with Pre- 
judices, The third is, That his Capacity bear a 
proportion to the Science or Buſineſs to which he is 
devoted, and in which he deſires to be accompliſh'd. 
And the. fourth is, That he want no afliſtance 


necellary to bring him into. acquaintance with the 
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beſt Maſters, and that he know their Sentiments at 
the firſt hand. 6, WH 

I ay,the firſt Condition is to have the Mind form'q, 
but not determin'd; that is, it ſhould not be & 
crude as eagerly to receive all ſorts of Impreſſiong, 
_ and yet ſufficiently diſpos'd to give a free admiſſion 
to Truth, which will perhaps be underſtood better 


by an Example. One that travels too young Is im-: 


mediately diſſatisfied in the exerciſe of the Religion 


he profeſles, by the different manners of Worſhip . 


he diſcovers abroad; therefore the greenneſs of hi 
Age makes him run a greater risk than is commonly 
thought in the diſcuſſion of matters of Religion, 
tho it renders him very fit to endure Fatigues, the 
difference of Climats, of Food, and of the various 
Seaſons of the Year. Nor is a Man any more fit to 
improve by Travelling when too much advanc'din 
Years, becauſe his Mind is too much determin'd, 
and in no very good diſpoſition to learn what he 
thinks he knows well enough already. So that that 
part of a Man's Age from twenty five to thirty five 
15 the moſt proper time for Travelling, becauſe his 
Mind is neither wholly crude, nor entirely form'd; 


that which he has already learn'd only diſpoſes him 


to judg the better, while he ſeeks to be inform'd 
after another manner ; and thus he makes ſo faira 
deciſion of what he learns, that all the Sophiſms in 
the World will never ſhake him. By this tis eaſy 
to ſee whence it is that fo few are the better for 
Travelling, and can only give an account of ſuch 
Circumſtances as Soldiers and Poſtilions might ex 
ſily relate; *tis to be attributed either to their too 
oreat Youth or too great Age. 
The ſecond Qualification of a Traveller is, That 
he be void of Prejudice in every thing, about which 
he deſires to receive.Information ; becauſe Prejudice 
produces ſuch an Effet upon our .Reaſon, as a po 
do 
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oes upon the Eye ; 4t caſts ſuch a Miſt upon it, and 
eD it ſo uncapable to make a fair Jollinezt of 
what is propos'd to it, that nothing can be more 
oppoſite to the diſcovery of Truth than Prepoſſeſſi- 
on, which if it bear ſway in the Mind, will give little 
hope of improvement by Travelling. 

Thethird Quality requiſite is, To have a Capacity 
of Mind proportionate to the buſineſs to which a man 
zpplies himſelf, and in which he ſceks to be accom- 
pliſ®d*: For ſeeing the Rudiments of Painting and 
other Arts are not to be learn'd by Travelling, and 
obſerving: the fineſt Strokes of the beſt Maſters ; 
but a Man muſt be cut out for a buſineſs before he 
preſumes to ſeek Improvement in it by going abroad : 
They that ſuppoſe to turn a Blockhead into a Man of 
Parts by ſending him into foreign Countries, will 
find themſelves miſtaken. He that has but a ſmall 
Natural Capacity will never have a large one, what- 
ever courſe be taken to improve it : *Tis true, he ma 
learn by Travelling to fill up what Capacity he has, 
but he'll never be able to go beyond it; for the 
Minds of Men have their ſeveral degrees of height 
and ſtrength, as well as their Bodies; and as *tis 
impoſſible by all the Art in the World to add one 
inch to a Man's Stature when at his full growth; ſo 
tis utterly impraQcable to enlarge the Capacity 
of his Mind beyond the Bounds which Nature has 
preſcrib'd. nee fe 
The fourth Qualification is, To be furniſh'd with 
all neceſſary Aſſiſtance to facilitate his Acceſs to the 
Maſters of thoſe Arts..and Sciences he has a mind to 
learn; in which reſpe& every Country has a diffe- 
rent Genius ; ſo that *tis often ſeen, that what may 
contribute to a man's aſliſtance in one place, will by 
no means do him any good in another. For in- 
ſtance, In Germany a man ſhall never get inward 
with Great Men by being profuſe in his a 

ut 


6 The Art of Travelling. 
but wy this means be the more likely to fall un: 
der ſuſpicion, and become much Jeſs welcome than 
one of another Character. To gain Eſteem there, 
a Man muſt bring with him a good Reputation, a 
diſtinguiſh'd Birth, or an extraordinary Merit. In 
Italy the.quite contrary Humor obtains. And in the 
Levant neither one: nor tother takes place, but an 
Air of Simplicity, Sincerity and Honeſty will ins 
troduce a Man into any Company. Amn clogdls 
and voluble Tongue does well in Polard, but very 
ill in Spain, and till worſe at Conſtantinople + A great 
ſhew of Devotion will naturalize a Man in Portugal, 
but render him ridiculous in the Northern King- 
doms. A pleaſant and merry Humor will ſpoil a 
Man's buſineſs in Auſtria and 7aly, but give him eafy 
acceſs in England. ; 
As for the knowledg of Tongues, beſides that it 
is impoſlible to acquire all a Man wants if he travel 
any thing far, and that it will not do him all the 
Service that is commonly imagin'd, if he has only a 
mind to run through Europe, it is a great occaſion of 
the Corruption of Manners, by eaſily introducing 
Men into places of Debauchery ; and on the other 
hand it has been obſerv'd, that it contributes very 
little to the forming of the Mind : for beſides that © 
it is not the common People that a Man ought to be 
curious in conſulting ; and among Men of figure the 
knowledg of their Language renders a Man ob- 
noxious to ſuſpicion, *tis ſufficient that a Man can 
ſpeak any one Language that is known: As the 
Italian Tongue is very common in Gyeere and the 
Leſſer 4/4, beſides the help one may have from 
Interpreters, of whom there are great numbers for 
all the living Tongues in Europe. And if you ſpeak 
a dead Language with any Native of a foreign. 
Country, he has no advantage above you; and if. 
you are better vers'd in 1t than he, he'll be ſure to 
_.. fupply 
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ſupply what he wants in Expreſſion by the degree 
of Knowledg, wherein he excels you in reſpect of 
the matter about which you converſe, and will give 
you a greater inſight into it in half an hour's Diſ- 
courſe, than you ſhould have obtain'd it may be in 
twenty Viſits, if you had made uſe of his Native 
Language. *Tis ſufficient if you have Language 
enough to make your ſelf underftood about your 
neceſſary Afﬀairs ; and there are always People to 
be found, who will make uſe of your Native Lan- 
guage, to diſcourſe with you ſo ag/not to be under- 
ſtood by others, that they may learn ſomething of 
you that others don't know ; and that they may 
give you occaſion to learn ſomething of them which 
you don't yet underſtand. But Curioſity ought to be 
kept within the bounds of Patience and Diſcretion, 
and that being ſuppos'd, there's ſcarce any thing 
but a Man may be capable. of it in Travelling; if 
one can but add to the Conditions I have been men- 
tioning a lively and yet obſequious Fancy, an eaſy 
and faithful Memory, a ſweet and infinuating Hu- 
mor, a Curioſity that is not impatient, and an im» 
partial way of judging. Theſe are the Qualities that 
give a Man an eaſy and agreeable reception into all 
Companies, and prepoſleſs the People of any [Na+ 
tion with favourable thoughts of a Traveller who is 
endow'd with 'em, Theſe cut his Work ſhort, re- 
move all Obſtacles in the way of his acquaintance 
with them, and bring them into ſuch a familiarity 
with him, as will be ſure to engage their Confidence, 
if he be but careful to obſerve himſelf, as well as 
{ſtudy the Temper of: others. Theſe are the Vehi- 
cles of Policy, which by diſcovering the Humor, 
Inclinations and Genius of every Nation, inſenſibly 
bring us to the knowledg, of their Maxims, their 
Reaſons of State, their Deſigns, their Conduct and 
Various Sentiments. In a word, ?tis by the help of 

theſe 
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theſe Qualifications, that a Man becomes a Proteu 
in foreign Countries, and knows how to transform 
himſelf into the ſhape of others, and fo to conceal 
his own, And by conſequence muſt needs reap ad- 
vantage by all the good he ſees or hears, which is 
— to his CharaQter, and the Capacity of his 

Mind. | 
I fay, he ſhould have a lively, but obſequious Ima- 
gination, which may paſs for a Paradox among ſath 
as judg haſtily, juſt as they feel their Fancies touch'd; 
and ſuppoſing a liyely Imagination can never be ob- 
_—_ without loſing its Vivacity at the ſame time, 
will tell me I require an impofhbility : *tis there- 
fore convenient to undeceive *em by a ſenſible Com- 
pariſon. When one that ſeeks for Game ſees ſome- 
thing move in, a Buſh, his firſt motion 1s to put him- 
ſelf in a poſture to ſhoot ; but if he diſcharges im- 
mediately without any further Obſervation, he may 
well be counted raſh, and his precipitancy will ſpoil 
his Deſign: whereas if he has prudence and patience, 
he'll obſerve what *tis that ſtirs, and endeavour to 
diſcover what Game may be in the Buſh, which way 
it came, and whither it goes, which gives him the 
greater advantage to direct his Aim, fo that his ſhot 
can hardly miſs. There?*s no Compariſon can be 
more juſt and applicable to the caſe in hand. A 
Traveller that has a mind to make ſome Diſcoveries 
in the Myſteries of State-Policy, 1s prying and ob- 
ſerving with an Adtivity like that of one who is 
ſeeking after Game ; every thing that appears more 
than ordinary ought to ſtrike his Mind fo as to ex- 
Cite his Attention : but nothing ought to determine 
him but his Reaſon, and a due application of the 
Principles of Policy ; he ſhould ſee and hear, and 
take a meaſure of every thing, without imagining 
he has got any thing till” he has meaſur'd it witlt 
that profound Diſcuſſion I have been COMEnLRg 
Stater- 
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ctateſmen are extremely crafty, and know how to 
dodg with a Stranger, eſpecially when they ſee in 
him a grear Vivacity and Eagernelſs to receive what: 
they tell him. | 

Theſe Artifices are usd in all Nations more or 


leſs according to the degree of their Refinement and 


Subtilty : Therefore the intelligent Traveller muſt 
imitate the cunning Hunter, who ſometimes makes 
3s if he did not ſee his Game, merely to ſurprize 
it the more eaſily: He muſt make as it he did not 
hear ſome things, and as if he underſtood much leſs, 


and diſcover'd nothing at all ; from whence one of 


theſe two things mult neceſſarily follow, either that 
he will be ſuppos'd to be ignorant and ſtupid, which 
will render him leſs ſaſpected, and occaiion a new 
Explication of the matter diſcourſed of in more 
open and intelligible terms; or elſe that the Per- 
ſon he converſes with; will immediately give ano- 
ther turn'to the Saubje&t in hand 'by different: Ex- 
preſſions, and the variety of Terms cannot chooſe 


but give ſome light into what he would conceal or 


diſguiſe. 

He may alſo learn ſomewhat from the common 
report of a Province or City, to inform him what is 
the predominant Genius of a Nation, or of the Court 
that governs it, only with this difference, that what 
he is told of the Spirit of any Nation, is generally 
and almoſt infallibly true z; whereas the Idea that is 
2iven of a Court is almoſt always falſe ; ſo that 
twould be a kind of Miracle it ever it ſhould 
happen to be true. There is in the Voice of the 
Publick a certain tra&t of Truth, Simplicity, In- 
genuity and Sincerity, which keeps the Multitude 
either from being eaſily deceiv'd. themſelves, or 
irom deceiving others ; and ſo much the more, be- 
cauſe (cas Origen ſays) God, the firſt Cauſe of all 
things, has reſerv'd only this way to.make an im- 

$ preſſion 
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10 The Art of Travelling. 
preſſion of Truth on the Minds of the Populace, who 
are not capable of any ather diſcuſſion of things, 
much leſs of refin'd Politicks 3 which gave occaſion 
to that wiſe ſaying, The Voice of the People is the 
Voice of God. But the Court is another World, 
where all things are compounded, and from whence 
Simplicity, Candor, Sincerity, and oftentimes even 
Juſtice and Truth are exild. And ſeeing the Men 
of this World are difterent from others, *tis not to 
be wonder®d at it one is deceiv'd by their Diſguiſes, 
and if the warm Fancy of a young Man is every 
day impos'd on by them: For every thing they do 
is with deſign, and therefore *tis no wonder that 
there's double dealing in all Afﬀairs, ſo that one 
knows not where to have *em. Hence it is that 
thoſe Authors that write Relations of the State of 
Princes Courts, are carried away with ſo many 
Illufions : For .the more account they make of that 
certain knowledg they pretend to have .of *em, and 
the more the Miniſtry ſee they depend upon it, the 
more they vary in their diſcourſe with ſuch an Au- 
thor, to deprive him of the ſight of what he aims 
at, by embaraſling his Mind with diverſity of Me- 
clums. 

There's no Rock more dangerous to an. intelligent 
Traveller, than the popular Reports whicha Prince's 
Council. either purpoſely ſpreads abroad, or ſuffers 
to be divulg'd: There's no ſtreſs to' be laid on ſuch 
Stories, andia Man ought to be careful nor to ſuffer 
himſelf to be ſurpriz'd by em. A wiſe Roman qn 
ſuch an occaſion one day ſaid to me, Se queſto foſſe 
uero, non lo-ſaprebbe i] popolo, ©* The Credit the Peo- 

<« ple give this Report may be enough to convince 
<< you that there's no ſuch matter at the Palace, but 
that the buſineſs is either already finiſh'd, or elſe 
'tis a ſtroke that is not reſolv'd, and it may be 
not thought on ; for if it was either rhe one or the 
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« other, you may be ſure the People would have 
« known nothing of it. 

However *tis true, that common Reports as they 
precaution the Fancy inſtead of inſtruQting it, do 
not fail to furniſh a Traveller with ſuch Notices. 45 
muſt needs turn to his account. Theſe Reports 
Saluſt very wiſely calls, Experimenta Nationum, The 
Trials of the People ; for there is at leaſt ſo much 
probability in *em, that they have ſome Principle 
that gives riſe to *em, and that they have given 
ſome colour to an End which a Court is willing 'to 
hide by ſome ſpecious means. 

I confeſs the Italians excel all Chriſtian Nations 
in this method of Travelling; but the People of 
the Eaſt infinitely out-do the Nalians themſelves : 
and *tis from the long Converſation I have had with 
both, that I have feceiv'd what Light I have in this 
matter, eſpecially the way of abating the heat of 
Fancy, 'and preventing it from being tranſported 
beyond dne bounds by its Vivacity, in which the 
Faſtern People are inimitable; and *®tis a Quality 
one can't behold in 'em without Aſtoniſhmentr. 

But ſeeing a Fancy that is traftable and obedient 
determines nothing, and what it diſcovers May as 
well deceive it as inform it ; it ought to cominit the 
diſcufſion of all to the Judgment, t that ſo it may come 
co a reſult: For this purpoſe the Judgment ovpht to 
be ſublime and clear, tho theſe rwo Qualities are 
not ſo compatible as at the firſt glance they ſeem to 
be: for the elevation of the Mind expoſes it to 
Mifts and Clouds, tho clearneſs of thought 15 com- 
mon to an extenſive Soul. The former is like the 
tops of Mountains which reach to the Clouds, and 
almoſt always ſeem cover'd with a Miſt to them 
that ſtand in the Plain. That is, to explain the 
Nwoulitude; That Genius which is naturally fub- 


line, bei ing let capable than others of ſtoopitg 
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down to the many frivolous Circumſtances which 
concur to the diſcovery of the politick Spirit of a 
Court, often happens to paſs ſuch a Judgment as is 
not free from all Objections, or Elſe his way of ex. 
preſſion is leſs clear and intelligible than that of 
others. On the contrary, they that affe& clearneſ 
of Judgment creep on the ground as it were, ſill 
following the natural extent of their Minds which 
ſerves for a Line to direct their ſteps; and as with- 
out this they could never go directly to the end they 
have in view, ſo by the help of it they do every 
thing with a becoming Juſtneſs and Deliberation. 

Happy are they whoſe Genius 1s both ſublime and 
extenlive, for the elevation of their Minds ſhews 
'em what Souls of an inferior Rank could never 
have diſcover'd; and their extenſion ſerves to help 
to render every thing preſent to *em without con- 
fuſion, becauſe the elevation of their Minds gives 
*em a proſpect of every thing ; ſo that they ſee both 
diſtinctly, and as it were at one view, whatever 
15 necellary to dire& *em to make a right Judg- 
ment. 

To inculcate this matter the better, it may not 
be amiſs to make uſe of a Compariſon. Suppoſe 
three Men walking in the field together diſcover an 
Obje& at a diſtance : one of *em having obſerv'd 
it, ſays *tis a Cart going on the top of a Hill ; ano- 
ther ſuppoſes. it to be a Buſh wav'd up and down by 
the Wind; and the third is confident *tis a Man on 
horſeback riding againſt the Wind. Now 1t being 
naturally impoſſible for the ſame Object to be at 
once a Cart, a Buſh, and a Man on horieback, "tis 
moſt certain that at leaſt two of the three are 
miſtaken in their Judgments; and if one of them 
judges right, it muſt be he that conſiders with the 
oreateſt force of thought all poſſible Motions of that 
Objca about which he has thovght fit r9 me a 
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Judgment. This diſcovery is not to be aſcrib'd 
preciſely to the ſenſe of ſeeing, ſince this is ſuppos'd 
to be alike in all three; therefore the truth ot this 
Judgment muſt be attributed to the quality of his 
Mind who has the beſt notices of the matter. 

The application of this Compariſon is eaſy : Tra- 
vellers often think they have diſcover'd every thing 
that paſſes in a Court, thoſe Enterprizes that are yet 
only to be ſeen at a diſtance, and thoſe Deſigns that 
are ſtill 'more remote ; yet *tis not poſlible that all 
that make theſe Obſervations ſhould have the ſame 
elevation of Mind, and none but ſuch as have a very 
ſublime and clear Judgment are capable of ſpeaking, 
accuratly of what they have obſerv'd. Hence it 1s 
that-we ſee ſo many different accounts of foreign 
Countries, and yet all of em pabliſhd for truth by 
their reſpective Authors; and indeed tney may be 
fo, but this. in proportion to the Character of the 
Minds of thoſe who compos'd *em in their Travels, 
according to the Judgment they made of things. 

If I had not read in the account of the Voyage to 
Athens the Hiſtory of one Hieros Damaskinos of Ca- 
loyero, with whom TI had juſt ſuch another interview 
as the Author of that Relation ſays happen'd to 
him, I would here give an account of it at large; 
but ſhall now only add ſomething which that Tra- 
veller ſeems not to have met withal. There were 
three Gentlemen of different Countries and my ſelf 
one day diſcourſing with this illuſtrious Caloyer about 
the Policy of the Turks,' which each of us pretended 
to look upon as barbarous and uncultivated, on pur- 
poſe to give him an occaſion to ſpeak of it after ſuch 
a manner as might give us light into it. He told 
us he had no skill in Policy either in general, or in 
the uſe of it among the Turks; and that he made it 
his buſineſs only to underſtand and explain the holy 
Scripture to his Diſciples of Athens : but he ſaid if 
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we would addreſs our ſelves ta the Turks, as to the 
Vaivode of Athens, or any other Perſon of Note, 
they would he ſure to give us ſatisfation in thoſe 
matters. 

I remember I was the only Perſon in the campany 
that could not be perſwaded that this Caloyer was 
unacquainted with Politicks, A. very ingeniaus Po- 
Iander thought he was too much devoted to the ſtudy 
of the Scripture to have any great matter of kill 
in other things. A German that was of our com- 
pany took him for a Perſon only vers d in the No- 
tions of the School-men, and capable of criticizing 
on the holy Scripture: an Italian that was with us 
maintain'd that as he was one of that remnant of 
Greeks who ſeem to be the Poſterity of the Peaſants 
of former times; he had not ſubtilty of mind 
enough to penetrate into ſuch Politicks as were as 
burdenſom ta *em as they appear'd violent and un- 
reaſonable, | | 

_ We puſf'd our Curioſity yet farther, and by good 
luck a Sangiac who was upon his return from Candie 
to the Port, and paſs'd through 4thens, was ſo kind 
as to inform us of many things we had a mind to 
know ; and among other tbings told us there was no 
Man in the World knew more of thoſe matters 
than this Grecian. It may eaſily be imagin'd I hug'd 
my ſelf tor judging differently of this Man from the 
reſt of the company. And at haſt, after many earneſt 
Sollicitations, we engag'd this learned Caloyer to take 
off ' the Mask, and ſhew us that he was under ſuch a 


-, ſerious diſguiſe of Simplicity as. would have deceiv'd 


a thouſand People. 

To return from this Digreſlion ; I fay, to. judg 
well of all that prefents and ſtrikes the Imagination 
of a man 1n travelling into foreign Parts, whether 


;*" jt concern Religion, Morals or Politicks, there's 


aced of both elevation and clearngſs in the Judg- 
| ment; 
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ment ; that is to ſay; ſiich a meaſtire of both, as 
may diſpoſe things in ſo mach 6rder that they doit 
perplex and confound the Minds of other Men, nor 
produce any thing in 'em but Light. And this 
Qualification 1s not to be acquir*d if a Man is not 
born with a ſttable difpofition. It can't be well ex- 
plain'd but by Pradice ; however, to gtve ſome Idea 
of it, it ſeems to me to conſiſt in three things : 
Firſt, In laying the ſtreſs of one's Judgment on that 
which makes the leaſt appearance in an Intrigue gr 
Negotiation ; for Policy being the Academy of Diſ- 
guife, and an exerciſe of Craft and Snbrtilty, gene- 
rally that which appears leaſt in a politick Obſer- 
vation may paſs tor the moſt real and true part of 
itt. Secondly, In never counting any thing ſuffi- 
ciently explain'd to determine one's mind about jt, 
that ſo the unexpeRed ſounding of ſome Circum- 
ſtance or other, that does not ſeem to be thought 
of, may give one a diſcovery of ſomewhat of which 
the Miniſtry of a Court perhaps is not aware. And 
ſo much the more in as much as ſpeculative Policy 
being ſuppos'd impenetrable, and not beginning to 
appear till *tis going to be put in execution, *tis in 
the Circumſtances of the Execution that you are 
to ſeek the certain diſcovery of the Deſign. Third- 
ly, In the oppoſition of one thing to another ; for 
altho the means employ'd in any particular politick 
Deſign may be abſolutely alter'd from one day to 
another, becauſe there's no Medium always eſſential 
 toand inſeparable from Policy, yet tis certain, con- 
ſidering how Men are made, that *tis probable the 
Council of a Prince dorr't alter their common No- 
tions, nor take up Reſolutions as contradictory one 
to another as Black to White: and therefore the 
Oppoſition an intelligent Traveller diſcovers in the 
Afairs on which he is making obſervation, ought to 
ſn\nend his Judgment, and to oblige him to for- 
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bear determining his Opinion, till time give him 
further light, The firſt of theſe Rules forms the 
Judgment, and renders it ſolid ; the ſecond culti- 
vates and refines it ; and the third advances it to 
Perfedtion. The firſt is owing more to Nature than 
Experience 3 the ſecond depends as much on Expe- 
Tience as on a Genius: and the. third raiſes. the 
Mind to a conſummate Prudence, which is the higheſt 
pitch of politick Wiſdom. 

'T hat Traveller who has not an elevation of Mind 
capable of ſuch Inventions as may out-wit another, 
may make uſe of the ſecond Character of a prudent 
Mind, namely, to enquire much into things, and 
determine but little about em ; but if a Man wants 
both the one and the other of theſe Qualities, well 
venture to propheſy that he'll never become a Po- 
litictan. 

The Memory in the judgment of many paſles for 
. one. of the moſt- excellent Faculties of the Soul : 
. But fevr conſider, that ſeeing it brings out nothing 

but what has been committed to it before, when 
there 1s Contulion in the Mind, there muſt alſo ne- 
cellarily be the like diſorder in the Memory. *Tis 
a great advantap ;'C to a Traveller to have a Memo- 
ry ; eaſily impreſlible, provided it be faithful ; forif 
a Man becanſe he has ſeen much, goes about to utter 
- a great deal without givingan intelligible account of 
matters, by reaſon of that Confuſion which the ama- 
Zing diverlity of Things, Names and Circumſtances 
ordir. arily occaſions, his Memory appears to be a 
mere Labyrinth of Perplexity. 

| have always look'd upon an eaſy Memory to be 
like a handſome Face, which hides a great many 
Infirmities in a crazy Body, and ſtrikes the Fancy 
more than all theſe ImperfeQions, tho they really 
much out-balance it. For beſides that ſuch a Me- 
mory ierves for a Rock for the Imagination to ſplit 

on, 
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on, and this becomes as dangerous.to the Reaſon 
and Judgment, ſuppoſing it not to be incompatible 
with the regular exerciſe of either of theſe; yet 
'tis moſt certain a great multiplicity of FaQs require 
either abundance of time to range *em in good or- 
der, or' a prodigious heat of Fancy to melt %em 
down (as it were) altogether, without-making any 
alteration in *em. So that it ſeems an impoſlible 
{uppolition, that an eaſy Memory can be ſtrong and 
true, ſo as not to divert from that ſteady Applica- 
tion which the Judgment requires. 

And: yet both are neceſſary for a Traveller, ſo 
that one:of theſe Qualities without the other would 
be of no-uſe to get the knowledg of the State- 
Reſolutions of any foreign Politicians : For if what 
he. learns to day 1s not ſupported with all thoſe 
Circumſtances that may render it more than pro- 
bable to his diſcuſſion, and 1s not produc'd afreſh in 
all its Circumſtances 'when any Aﬀair that bears a 
proportion to it preſents, 'tis eaſy to conceive that 
all the-Circumſtances that help'd him at' firſt to de- 
cide the matter in hand being repreſented to him but 
by halves, and in the room of thoſe that are omit- 
ted others ſubſtituted which alter the ſtate of the 
caſe; 'tis not difficult, I ſay, to conceive that ſuch 
an eaſy Meniory muſt caſt him into confuſion, be- 
cauſe it does not faithfully revive all thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances. This Concluſion may be ſet in a clearer 
light by an Example. 

The Vilier Xara Muſtapha who beſteg'd Vienna 
remember'd the Advice, and a great many of the 
Projects Count Tekely had given him in his Tent at 
their enterview beyond Buda before this great En- 
terprize: And his Memory reproduc'd that in his 
extremity, which his Pride had made him deſpiſe. 
The Count perſwaded him to poſleſs himſelf of the 
Bridges of Vienna on the North-ſide before he made 
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a formal Siege, preſuming that by. this means he 
would either block up the late Duke of Zorrain 
with his Troops in Leopalſtat, or oblige him to quit 
it with the more ſpeed, and a greater number of his 
Men, which would make the Circumvallation more 
eaſy, and the Gariſon probably leſs numerous, or 
elſe the Duke would expoſe himſelf to be firſt routed 
in the field : and never was any Advice more wiſely 
given, or more raſhly contemr'd. | 

When this Viſiter was mortified by the Reſiſtance 
of the Beſieged, and reſfolv'd to attemnt any thing 
to repalr the damage he had ſuſtain'd, and the time 
he had loſt in this Siege, he was willing to have re- 
courſe to Count Tekely's Counſel, and would needs 
endeavour to. be maſter of thoſe Bridges, without 
conſidering the difference of Time and other Cir- 
cumſtances ; he gave his Orders for the execution 
of this Deſign, but inſtead of depriving Yienna of 
good part of its Garifon, or of weakening thoſe 
Succors which the Prince of LZoyrain manag'd ſo 
long, and to- ſo good purpoſe againſt him, as he 
might certainly have done in the former Juncture, 
he diminiſh'd his own Force, and ſent his Troops to 
be cut in pieces without being able to execute the 
Orders they had receiv*d. 

By this:one may judg that an eaſy Memory is al- 
ways dangerous when *tis unfaithful ; tho I confeſs 
"tis leſs fo in the ſpeculation of a Traveller than in 
the conduc of a Stateſman, who ought from the | 
very firſt ſtep he takes to diſtruſt it more than de- 
pend.on.1t. Memory is a great help at the Bar, and 
in the Pulpit, but *tis the leaſt Qualification of a 
Stateſman. . *Tis by reading ( which 1s a kind of 
Fravelling ) and by Travelling ( which is a living 
fort of reading) that a Man. is to be convinc'd of 
this Truth, that an eafy Memory being uſually 
treacherous whea 'tis over-charg'd with many CUnge 
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that haye ne mutual connexion, nothing is to b® 
omitted that may render it leſs cafy and mor®© 
faithful. 

I think I have obſery*d by Experience three Rules 
that contribute mych to reduce the Memory to this 
ſtate, which 1s certainly no eaſy matter to accom- 
pliſh. The firſt is, for a Man to learn well the chief 
foreign things about which he has a mind to employ 
his Memory, without troubling himſelf to retain the 
proper Names of Places, Perſons and Times, of 
which Gazetteers ſeldom fail to give a very particu- 
lar account for the information of the Curious, be- 
cauſe *tis their province to know things of this 
kind. The fecond is, To join that which one de- 
fires to know, to what one knows atready by ſome 
Epocha of Fats, Times, or Conjunttures, which re- 
ſemble and refer one to another ; as, for inſtance, 
to join to the raiſing the Siege of Yienna the politick 
Propoſition made by the King of Poland for his 
eldeſt Son to be married to the Archdutcheſs as his 
Reward for relieving that City. The third is, to 
unite and: accommodate both the one and the other 
to the Circumſtances and aQual Conduct of the 
Country where a Man is at preſent, or whither he 
1s to return; becauſe what paſles there can't eaſily 
eſcape the Mind, being often reviv*d by the Memo- 
ry, and therefore that which has been link'd to it 
will alfo be retauw'd, and: the Memory render'd faith- 
tul to ſuch a degree,” that all things will be eaſily re- 
collected. * 

I ay a Man ought in the firſt place thorowly to 
polleſs his Mind with the firſt diſcoveries he makes 
in his Travels, that. is to ſay, after he has. made a 
deep ſearch; into the Precepts of Policy ( without 
which: nothing is tobe expected of him ) to look on 
\ every ſide upon that: which firſt ſtrikes his Mind in a 
Manner different from the Prejudices he has brovght 
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out of his own Country, that ſo he may object a- 
gainſt his own. Prepoſleſſion all thoſe Reaſons that 
he imputes to the Prejudices of others, which is fit 
to be demonſtrated by an Example. 

A French Man that goes to Rome furniſh'd with 
many Advantages and Recommendations that give 
kim acceſs to Perſons of Quality, is preſently loaded 
with Civilities, without being taken into that kind 
of Familiarity with them, which is ſo agreeable to 
his Humor : This makes him impatient, and it ſeems 
no {mall Puniſhment to him to continue ſix weeks 
at- Rome, to live all the while in an Inn : But at 
length the Reaſons of this kind of Treatment are 
oped to him, and he comes to underſtand that the 
Italian loving Splendor tho he is not rich, and af- 
tecting to be liberal without incommoding himſelf, 
waits to regale him after a magnificent manner and 
in good company, when he finds a -proper time for 
it, and then his Splendor, Profuſion and Magnih- 
cence will appear at once, He muſt therefore ex- 
amine all the Reaſons of this kind of Condu@; and 
by oppoſing this liberty the Italians reſerve to them- 
{elves, to the ordinary profuſeneſs of that Nation, 
he'll be convinc'd that they do well at Rome not to 
live in that familiarity he ſo much deſirdd. Theſe 
Diſcoveries will be ſerviceable to him at Conſtanti- 
0ple, and he'll appear a knowing Man in other places 
in proportion to the faithfulneſs of his Memory in 
reviving the Reaſons, and diitferent reſpects that 
have determin'd him at Rome, This is what I call 
a thorow poſleſſing of the Mind with that which 
one deſires to commit to Memory. 

The ſecond method 1s, to join things together by 
ſome Epocha that is remarkable, and not eaſy to be 
chang'd. This Connex1on 1s like a Guide always 
going before the Judgment with a light in his hand,' 
io that he ſeldom miſtakes his way who is a 
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by it. The Epocha contributes much to the fidelity 
of the Memory, and the things being allied toge- 
ther by a proper reference and proportion, *tis al- 
moſt 1mpollible that the revival of *em in the Me- 
mory ſhould not be exact and true. 

The reaſon of which is not from the nature of 
thoſe Incidents which accidentally happen to be 
link'd together, but from the immediate applica- 
tion of the -Mind, which becauſe it omits nothing 
that may give it a deep impreſlion of a thing, can't 
ſee two different Circumſtances which concur to the 
ſame Fa, without making a certain fix'd Point, as 
well for the Time, as other Conjunqures : *Tis this 
that has occaſion'd ſo many Digreſlions in antient: 
Hiſtorians, who have not been able to reſiſt that 
natural Inclination of ſhewing in the ſame Treatiſe, 
what they had obſerv'd at the ſame time, and by 
the ſame diſcoveries. 

In fine, the third method of rendering the Me- 
mory faithful is, to reunite the Notices one recetves, 
and the Conjunctures that preſent, to what actually 
paſſes in one's own Country ; becauſe the revival 
of what 1s acted there muſt needs be frequent and 
of long duration, and a Man's mind will neceſlarily 
be concern'd about it; and ſeeing this obliges a 
Man to join to his preſent Obſervations, that which 
paſs'd in his own Country when he was there, he 
Is as it were tied faſt to the Circumſtances of things 
ſo that he cannot eaſily miſtake *em, but 1s neceſl[a- 
rily oblig'd to revive *em in his mind. *Tis true; 
there muſt be ſtrength of Thought, Labor and Time 
to reunite theſe things after long Voyages, eſpeci- 
ally if our Traveller has not had much correſpon- 
dence with his own Country : But Expertence every 
day ſhews that *tis no Impoſlible thing. 

This is, in my opinion, the innocent-Art of ren- 
Cering an eaſy Memory faithful ; let us now paſs 
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to the other Qualifications of a Traveller. 


It has been ſaid that he ought to have a ſweet and 
inſinuating Humor, not by a ſtudy'd compoſing of 
himſelf, which will ſoon betray him when he tarries 
long in a place, but by a docility of Mind, which 
makes a Mafl as it were naturally comply with things 
that ohne Would think muſt nceds ſhock him, to judg 
of him by the guſt of his Country. *Tis this 
ſweetneſs of temper which becomes Afﬀability in 
thoſe who are in public Poſts, but in Travellers it 
ſhould always be Condeſcenſion, without degene- 
rating, into a ſervile weakneſs of Mind : And they 
ought to have the art of uſing this Condeſcenſion 
after an advaftitageous manner, ſo as to engage thoſe 
with whom they converſe, either to confide in em, 
or to infor *em. Suppoſe, for inſtance, that one 
happens fo be with an Engliſh-man who boaſts of 
his own Nation, in reſpeCt of its Strength, Courage, 
Trade, Plenty and Independence ; and ſcarce ever 
ſpeaks of a French-man, an Italian, or a German, 
without contempt ; a Traveller who has: docility, 


and yet firmneſs of Mind, wtll in ſincere terms give 


his Saffrage to applaud what is good in the Engliſh 
Nation, and in their Politics, without undertaking 
to make compariſons between Nation and Nation, 
or ſo much as between Man and Man, which ought 
to be induſtriouſly avolded ; becauſe there are al- 
ways in foreign Countries ſome Perſons that go un- 
der a diſguife, whoſe Gentus, Country, Intereſt and 


Deligns, can ſcarce ever be diſcover'd, but yer by 


this means may be won upon. In obſerving this 
Zondudt, our Travelier would not tail to attract the 
Confidence of ſach an Engliſh-man, and ſo might 
ger our of him why the Engliſh Nation is ſo fickle 
aal vaiteady in the midft of all its Proſperity, why 
tn2zy are (3 cavcc after Gain amidit fo great Riches 
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tedious Conqueſts, tha they have ſuch good Armies 
and Fleets. In a word, he'd learn more of this 
Engliſh-man in three days, than he could perhaps 
in reading all the Hiſtorians that have written of 
that Country. 

But to give the Demonſtration of this, when ever 
any thing flatters and pleaſes a Man to ſuch a degree 
as to make him deſpiſe what does not ſeem to bear a 
proportion to it, either he 1s a Fool, or under a diſ- 
guiſe, or an intelligent Man ſet upory his own Inte- 
reſt, and over-zealous for it. If the firſt, a wiſe 
Traveller will eaſily diſcover him, and contemn 
him, without troubling himſelf to talk with him. 
If the ſecond, he'll make trial of him by the Rules 
I have been laying down ; fo that this Man under a 
Mask fhall not be able to proceed far without being 
either reduc'd to filence, or elſe betraying himſelt. 
If the laſt, he can't be a man of Knowledg but by 
the univerſal Principles of Policy, in which he has 
no advantage above our Traveller, -or elſe by ſuch 

particular Deciſions he has made as are proper t9 
his Country ; and in this point he excites all the 
Curioſity of our Fraveller, who for his own fatif- 
faction __ apply himſelf to. receive Inſtru&tion 
with all that nice Complaiſance which we have been 
already ſuppoſing ; he-mult hearken, applaud, and 
enquire: for Attention and Applauſe always pro- 
cure the Eſteem: and: Confidence of him that ſpeaks 
and a ſweet, ingenuous and modeſt way of inquiring 
always returns with ſome diſcoveries; Experience 
ſhews that it never fails to get ſome degrees of 
knowledg' out of thoſe upon whom *tis duly tried. 
The Information 1 have receiv'd even from a Ser- 
vant as it were by accident, of a Viſit made by a 
certain Perſon to his Maſter, has furniſh'd me 
with the firſt occaſion of diving Into an Atfair, of 
which I had not. the leaſt thought, and the difco- 
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yery of which gave me that fatisfattion which is a- 
greeable to one that travels for his Information. 

. "Burt to render this Effect the more certain; to this 
quality one ought to add a Curioſity that is not im- 
patient. Curioſity 1s needful in traveling, but then 
it ought not to be too brisk and lively, that one 
may the better diſſemble the Motives of it, and 
cover *em with the uſual pretexts of ſuch a vain 
Curioſity as only applies. it ſelf to the deſcription 
of Churches, Ralaces, Gardens, Fortifications, and 
the detail of ſuch Counſels and Circumſtances as 
the meaneſt Servants of a Court always underſtand, 
as well as thoſe that compoſe Hiſtorical Relartians. 
There muſt be Curioſity to mitigate the uneafineſs 
and difficulty a man muſt be ſure to meet with in 
accommodating one's way of Living, Habit and 
Manners, to the Cuſtom of Countries ſo unlike one's 
own : for ſeeing Selt-love hath more preſling Rea- 
{ons when it deprives it ſelf of what is pleaſing to it, 
to expoſe it ſelf to that to which it has an averſion ; 
*tis neceſlary that it be requited for quitting what it 
ſo naturally likes, by ſome other ſatisfation which 
the Fancy has the art to repreſent as greater, more 
rare, and more durable ; without which there's no 
probable ground to expect a Man ſhould travel with 
delight, and *twould be an unadviſed thing to at- 
tempt it. For to ſuppoſe that all thoſe advantages 
a Man may make uſe of in Travelling will excuſe 
him from all kind of uneaſineſs, is to pleaſe one's 


{elf with a mere Deluſion, eſpecially when a -Man . 


goes out of the Chriſtian part of Europe. Curioſity 
therefore muſt ſerve inſtead of all other Pleaſure to 
make amends for the Expence and Unealineſs to 
which our Traveller is expos'd. 

This Curioſity deprives it ſelf of what it deſigns 
to obtain, when it once appears to be impatient, 
and it really 1s impatient when ever it appears is 
| - 
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be ſo. Men of all Countries in the World-.are 
fram'd after ſuch a manner, that no Maa is willing 
to oblige another to his own diſadvantage ; and the 
moſt grateful and officious Perſon thax can be will 
never give an occaſion of getting an adyantage over 
him by what he diſcovers. All that obſerve a Tra- 
veller have in this reſpe@ the ſame impreſſion ; eve- 
ry body ſuſpe&ts that Man to have ſome ſpecial de- 
fign, who leaves his Family and his Country to ex+ 
poſe himfelf to Sickneſs and other Dangers and In- 
conveniences, which are inevitable. They that ſup- 
poſe he has only a ſenſual Curioſity arg always in- - 
dulgent enough to ſatisfy him- in that reſpeq, be- 
cauſe ſelf-love obliges a Man to diſcover whatever 
iS curious in his own Country to a Stranger : but it 
being another ſort of Traveller that 1 have been 
ſuppoſing, namely, one who ſeeks to get an inſight 
into State-Policy ; the chief Advice I would give 
him, is not to deveſt himſelf of Curioſity (for that 
would be unreaſonable ) but not to be impatient in 
ſeeking to give it ſatisfaQtion. 

Impatience is the daughter of Deſire, and this 
if it be reaſonable, muſt be the production of the 
Judgment, which will fully convince a Man that 
whatever ſets him at a greater diſtance from the 
end he has in view, can't be proper to lead him tg 
it. Now Impatience will jnfallibly ſet our Tras 
veller at a greater diſtance from the End he pro- 
poſes, and conſequently cannot be fit to promote 
the Pleaſure he expedts from it. But tq make it 
the better underſtood how and why ]mpatience rg» 
tards the ſatisfaction of the Curioſity, one need on- 
ly obſerve that it produces ſuch precaution in the 
Minds of thoſe with whom a Traveller converſes, 
as becomes a kind of Partition-wall, that he myſt 
either pierce through or break down before he can 
difcover what is a&ed on the other ſide of it, The 
| T mors 
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more importunatea Man'of underſtanding perceives 


a Stranger to be to get information, the leſs willing 
he'is to ſatisfy him, and_keeps the greater guard 
on himſelf not to, gratify his deſire till he is as it 
were neceſſitated to do'it, and has learn'd ſomething 
of this Traveller that may oblige him to it; This 
Obſtacle is ſo great that one mult not think either of 
lighting is, or of overcoming it without a conſide- 
rable ſpace of time, and a great deal of manage- 
ment: If a4 Man preſumes to do the former, he'll 
find 'every body prejudic'd againſt him, when the 
Perſon he'has lighted comes to explain himſelf after 
a manner that” is diſadvantageous to him : and if he 
depends on the latter courſe, he engages himſelf in 
a great Charge with more than a moral uncertainty 
jf ſucceeding in his Deſign. _ 

” Would it not therefore be much better for our 
Traveller to appear free and eaſy in the preſence of 
{ſuch Perſons, that they may not become fo cautious, 
but may attribute that only to his Curioſity which 
by 'his' Impatience he'll give em occaſion to. impute 
to a deſire of knowing the preſent ſtate of the Go- 
vernment in which they are concern'd? And on 
this head it will not be improper to alledg an Ex- 
ample of which I have been a witneſs my ſelf. I 
happen'd to be .in a certain foreign Court, where 
there was a Dutch-man who had a great deal of 
Wit, and made too great an appearance not to be 
ſuſpeted ; this Perſon deſir'd Audience of one of 


the 'principal Miniſters of State, who in converſa- 


tion making uſe of that right which his Rank and 


Authority gave him, ask'd him, What was the Mo-. 
tive' of bis Travels The Dutch-man thinking to. 
make his Court to him, anſwer'd, that it was to,; 
learn of bim as well as by the Example of other Perſons ' 


of his figure, to underſtand the Goverment of a State, 
The Miniſter coldly replied, Tou had need of. a. great 
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deal of time, and a ripeneſs. of Age to ſucceed in a buſineſs 
q this nature. To which this Stranger made this 
ooliſh return, My Curiofaty (ſays he ) and impatience 
after Knowledg may abridg both the one and the other. 
 Atthis Anſwer the Stateſman roſe up and left him, 

with theſe words, For my part, Sir, I perceive I ſhall 
contribute nothing to either. And the Dutch-man was 
driven to deſpair to find himſelf ſuſpefted by a 
Miniſter of State, who had receiv'd him with affa- 


bility, and now look'd upon him as a Man of no 
ſenſe. 


Needs any more to be ſaid to ſhew that Curioſity, 
which is ſuppos'd neceſſary to a Traveller, ought 
not to be impatient ? But for this end there's need 
of a great deal of judgment, and_a good faculty 
of diſcerning the Humor of Nations, and the Tem- 
per of particular Mens Minds, which is a Talent 
that one can't communicate to any Man. 

After all it is not impoſlible not to be impatient 
to learn what one goes ſo far to ſeek: for as our. 
Traveller has not aſlign'd his Voyages a preciſe 
ſpace of time, much leſs does he pretend to pre- 
{cribe Laws to foreign Nations ; *tis his buſineſs to 
accommodate the extent of his Curioſity to the 
meaſure of his Capacity, and to proportion the 
effets of it to the good ſucceſs he has had in fo- 
reign Diſcoveries: All Occaſions, Seaſons and Con- 
jun&ures are not equally proper for this purpoſe. 
There are ſome States in which nothing at all 
is to be learn'd during the time of War, and - 
others wherein one can get no information but in 
ſuch a time. In one place Peace is an Obſtacle to 
politick Diſcoveries, in another War ſhuts up all 
the Avenues to the confidence of particular Perſons. 
There are ſome Miniſters under whoſe Condu&Men 
dare not ſpeak, and others under whoſe Govern- 
ment people ſay any thing. Hence it .is that ſome 

T 2 Travel- 


28 The Art of Travelling. 


Travellers learn more than others, tho perhaps they 
are Perſons of like Ability and Curioſity. And if 
I may be permitted to add my Opinion, I ſhall not 
{cruple to ſay, that a Man ought to travel at ſeveral 
times and occaſions to the ſame Court, to be well 
aſlur'd'of Improvement, and that he has penetrated 
into the Maxims and Condut of it. 

Let any one judg after this, whether Impatience is 
not an invincible Obſtacle to Curiofity, and how 
great a diſadvantage they muſt be under, whoſe too 
great Vivacity precipitates *em, and whoſe warm 
Temper expoſes *em rather to the Cenſure than 
procures *em the Confidence of foreign Nations. 

*'Tis ſtill much worſe when a Man has nor ſuch 
a politick undetermin'd poſture of Mind as to att 
with impartiality, and not to ſhew any prejudice or 
a ſtrong inclination to the Maxims of his own 
Country on the one hand, and on the other hand 
an indifference for thoſe of others. And this being 
the great and indeed the original fault that Men 
carry into other Countries, one can't too much ar- 
gue againſt it, and ſhew the danger of it. 

Univerſal Reafon, which is the foundation of 
Policy, direQs that a Man of Honor part from his 
own Country undetermin'd in his Mind, that 1s, fo 
diſpog?d to learn of all Men according to the fore- 
mention'd Paſſage of the wiſe Man ; Bona enim & 
mala ex bominibus' tentabit ; He ſhall try what 1s good 
and evil among Men : That he may appear docile 
to every Man, and receive any one courteouſly who 
is willing to give him any Information. ?*Tis not 
only uſeleſs but dangerous to travel without this 
diſpoſition ; for the diverſity of Minds one meets 
with being the only remedy againſt Prejudice, an 
incorfi lerate and heady Traveller often ruins his 
Health, as well as corrupts his Reaſon, by every 
thing which might otherwiſe improve the og. (nn 
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reſtore the other. -*Twas this that made the late 
Elector Palatine ſay, That Man is a fool that goes out 
of his own Country without hopes of returning with 
more Honor, Wiſdom and Knowledg than what be carried 
abroad, © | 

This diſpoſition being ſupposd will be followed 
by another, and that is, that a wiſe Traveller will 
never return undetermin'd in his Mind, as he was 
when he went out: But fully convinc'd what is the 
greateſt and moſt ſolid Advantage, with which he 
has had the addreſs to form his Mind in proportion 
to the Capacity he has had of caſting abundance 
of differing matters together, only to extra& out 
of *em what might contribute to his improvement in 
Knowledg. 

This temper of Mind is more eaſily ſpoken of 
than found; for the Mind muſt be moulded after 
an extraordinary manner to be capable of that do- 
cility which places a Man at the feet of others to 
learn their Inſtructions ; and ”tis next to a Miracle 
to find a Genius of this Character, which 1s fix'd 
and ſolid enough to come to a determination in the 
midſt of ſach a prodigious number of Maxims 
which all reſult from Reaſon as their Principle, tho 
the Effeas they produce appear ſo oppoſite one to 
another. And again there is - danger leſt this do- 
cility with which a Man prepares himſelf in going 
abroad, ſhonld degenerate into Irreſolution, Eaſineſs, 
and ſeryile Complaiſance at his return. That which 
is to be ſeen in the greateſt part of thoſe who are 
willing to make too deep and prying a ſearch into 
matters of Religion in prejudice to the eſtabliſh'd 
Syſtems, who often by their too curious Enquiries 
are brovght at laſt to ſit looſe from all Religion, and 
die in this irreſolution of Mind, often happens to 
thoſe middle-witted Perſons whoſe Minds are traQta- 
ble in appearance, but weak in reality, fo that by 
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the very proſpe& of the many different Maxims of 
Government, they become uncapable of governing ; 
becauſe their Minds are not endow'd with a vigor 
and heat ſufficient to melt down all ſuch matters 
together, and to extra out of_*em only what pre- 
ciſely ſutes with the Government of the Country in 
which they live. 

One may every day ſee not only a great many 
Travellers, but even Miniſters of State and Am- 
baſſadors, whoſe Minds are ſo fram?d, that their 
Heads turn round inſtead of becoming firm and ſta- 
ble at the appearance of ſo many different Circum- 
ſtances and Meaſures. On which account the old 
Prince Lubomirski was wont to ſay, that ſuch ſort of 
Men are ſent abroad to learn the art of being regular 
Fools. Indeed ſuch Perſons appear fo little furniſhed 
with the general Ideas of Policy, and ſo deeply 
prepoſleſs'd with the particular Maxims of their 
own Country, that their Weakneſs is diſcover'd 
almoſt. as ſoon as they begin to talk. 

To ſpeak yet more plainly for the good of the 
publick, *tis Ignorance that determines the\ Judg- 
ments of ſome Travellers; even before the Maxims 
of toreign Countries are known to ?%em, they go from 
home ſa full of Prejudice, that they are reſolv'd to 
return poſleſs'd with greater Opiniatrety than when 
they went out: whence it comes to pals either that 
they can learn nothing becauſe of their prevention, 
or elſe they ſee and obſerve ſo much that they can 
come to no decifive Judgment, like thoſe who have 
more Victuals in their Stomachs than they have natu- 
ral heat to digeſt. To this purpoſe the late Prince 
Charles of ZEorrain us'd to ſay; If theſe Travellers 
would learn. with a. deſign of improving in Knowledg, 
tbey would at becomingly ; but to preſume they know every 
thing, before they are capable of learning, is the way to be- 
come a diſtinguiſhd Fop. Fe 
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And Ignorance in'this matter contains in it three 
reſpeAs, which the greateſt part of, the World'does 
not {ſufficiently conſider, at leaſt they ſeldom or ne- 
ver unite 'em all together. The firſt regards the 
Principles of univerſal Policy ;. which Perſons of- or- 
dinary Parts almoſt perpetually confound with the 
actual Determinations of the Government of their 
Country. *Tis true, there are every .where ſome 
Minds . more ſublime and judicious, who go..to the 
bottom of things, and ſeek out means of repairing 
the Defe&s of the Politicks of their Country : but 
it generally ſo happens, that Perſons of this Genius 
are ſeldom advanc'd into favor, and meet with ve- 
ry little ReſpeCt in a State ; whether it be that they 
want Docility to accommodate themſelves to the 
Humors of others, or Submiſlion to. procure them 
Patrons, or Ambition to puſh 'em forward. It was 
of this ſort of Men that the Duke of Parma once 
{faid, They were of the ſame uſe to States, as Props to 
old Houſes to binder their fall. 

The ſecond ſort of Ignorance reſpects Perſons of 
another Genius, who ſurpaſſing the former as well 
in Number as Authority, are in poſleſſion of the 
privilege of ſetting a value upon things, and giving, 
weight to Deciſions that are made : and hence it al- 
moſt neceſſarily comes to paſs, that that is ſuppos'd 
to be 'beſt and trueſt, which appears to be moſt au- 
thoriz'd, and moſt generally receiv'd.. And this 
Miſtake is almoſt irreparable, if we take the mat- 
ter in general, in as much as the number of juſt and 
ſublime Minds being every where very imall, and 


that of narrow Capacities almoſt immenſe in pro- 
portion to the other ; there is between both a ſort 
of middle-fiz'd Underſtandings, to whoſe Deciſion 
thoſe of a ſubordinate Rank pay a blind deference, 
which produces that publick Impreſſion which obe 
tains an the generality of People, that ſuch as fill 
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he firſt places in any Government, are ordinarily 
The wiſeſt and ableſt Men. . This popular Opinion 
ts often heard without contradiction, and this fi- 
lence encreaſes the number of the Suftrages that ate 
given *em, by which means People are confirm'd 
and rivetted in their Ignorance. | 

The Patch with ſome appearance of Reaſon va- 
Jue themſelves upon theit ſcrupulous care of avoid- 
ing the firſt of theſe Inſtances of National Igno- 
ratice ; becauſe they indeed apply themſelves more 
than any other Nation to dive into the Principles 
and ſpecial Uſes of univerſal Policy : And we de- 
ſign heteafter to ſhew what is their Motive, and how 
it-is ſupported, in a Treatiſe of the Politic Genius 
of the United Provirices. But they have too little 
firmneſs to keep *em from falling into the ſecond 
Error, which will atways mightily check the Projects 
they lay in particular Determinations. 
\. On the contrary, the Spaniards very ſtupidly fall 
into all the faults of the fitit Miſtake by their negli- 
gence and contempt of the Principles of Univerſal 
Policy; Which they ſeem not to know, but only ſo as 
to appropriate them to themſelves without any di- 
ftintion of Actions, Perſons, Intereſts and Obſta- 
tles, which foils*em at every turn, and defeats %tm 
in all Treaties. But they preſerve among *em the 
"Hiberty of ſpeaking with firmneſs of Mind about: 
public Afﬀeirs againſt the Tecond Inſtance of Natio- 
nal Ignorance : and therefore the Duke of #0l/tein 
 Ploen ſaid one day at Yienna with a great deal of ſoli- 
dirty ; By the firſt courſe the Dutch will ſupport themſelves 
a great while, but never advance wery far : Whereas the 
Spaniards have enough to do to ſuſtain themſelves by 
reaſon of the afual weakneſs of their preſent Situation ; 
but if ever they come to recover themſelves, they can't 
fail of making @ very great advance. 


The - 


The Art of 'Travelling. 32 


The third reſpe& of this National Ignorance 


proceeds from the Indiſpoſition- Men are in to know 
others, by reaſon of the little ſincerity and appli- 
cation they uſe to get the knowledg of themſelves, 
which berrays *em into frequent Miſtakes, and oc- 
calions 'em to take the Faults of a Nation for the 
Genius of it, and the Arr of augmenting thoſe 
Faults (inſtead of mending %*em) for Motives of 
dh it. Nay more than this, Men are wil- 
Ing to miſunderſtand their own Properties which 
might be cultivated, and by that means negle& the 
+coraaggg by which they might continually reQify 
tnem. 

Perhaps theſe Metaphyſical AbſtraQtions will not 
{ute every body's Palat; but I have already de- 
clar'd that I ſpeak in general without making a 
particular application of things, and am unwilling 
to offend any one. However 'tis certain that every 
Nation has its faults, its ſingular qualities, its bright 
and dark ſides; and if an Inſtance of this be de- 
lir'd, the love of Riches will one time or other 
ruin the Dutch, but the indefatigable Induſtry they 
are capable of to acquire Wealth, will be their 
, ſupport a long time. Ambition is a fault in the 
French, which may run to dangerous Extremes ; but 
their Valor and AQtivity will ſerve a great while 
to {ſuſtain %em. 

To avoid being ignorant of any thing that relates 
to this, both theſe are to be throughly confider'd, 
and exaQly balanc'd one againſt the other ; and a 
Man ought to be convinc'd by himſelf which fide 
has the greateſt weight, either to do the moſt 
Miſchief, or procure the moſt Good. But in-good 
earneſt do Men uſually begin their Voyages with 
ſuch a preliminary Knowledg as this? And yet leſs 
than this will not ſuffice to travel to any pur- 
poſe ; and for want of this Diſcuſſion, Men carry 


nothing 


=. The Art of Travelling. 
nothing - but. Ignorance with them into Foreign 
Courts. | 
I could advance a great deal on this Head, but 
ſhall produce only two Examples, which may ſerve 
to inſtruct others, and *tis in what I have been a Wit- 
neſs my ſelf. | 
A certain Gentleman that made a good Appea- 
rance, and had very great Recommendations (a 
fatal help in a Foreign Court. when a Man has not 
the art of ſupporting them well by his own Condutt ) 
was ask'd by a Miniſter of State, What was the oc- 
caſion of his Travels, becauſe he ſeenr'd to be of a 
weak Conſtitution, and conſiderably advanc®d in 
Years, and therefore 'probably had ſome particular 
deſign in view. The Gentleman ingenuouſly an- 
{wer'd: Sir, 1'travel to acquaint my ſelf with Europe, 
and to take occaſion hereafter to make my own Country 
acquainted with. it, The Miniſter replied; If the 
Pencil that is to draw. your PifFure of Europe is like that 
with which you deſcribe your own Country, there 'will be 
more Fancy than Truth in your Originals. Sir, I can 
ſcarce believe (return'd the Gentleman) that there are 
any more perfet# ones than thoſe I have left in -my own * 
Country. Upon which the Miniſter roſe up and faid, 
Str, you ſeem to me to be rather ſtruck with one certain 
Impreſſion than to have a true knowledg of things ; you'll 
judg of us by that in which you moſt excel : Have a care 
that you be not judg'd of here by that in which you are moſt 
deficient. | 
This Stranger was caſt into ſo great a perplexity, 
when he compar'd this Anſwer with the firſt Com- 
pliments of Efteem for his Country, and for the Re- 
commendations he brought from thence, that he was 
quite nonplus'd. And tho he wonld ſeveral times 
fain - have recover'd himſelf, and endeavor'd by 
great. Expence, Induſtry and Converſation with in- 
genions Men to inform himſelf better than " had 
one ; 
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done; all ſignified nothing but to give occaſion ro - ff 
have it ſaid to him at the end of eighteen Months, - 
Sir, you, bad need to come and conſult us: you ſee a 
Man learns much if he knows but little when he leaves his 
own Country ;, and that he has made no ſmall advantage, 
who bas acquir'd by bis Travels the art of Learning, 

The ſecond Inſtance is of one who was ſent with 
the Charge of a Negotiation to a Court, where he 
had Orders to tarry only ſo long, as was necellary to 
perform his Duty, and to wait for an Anſwer. He 
came and lodg'd in a Publick Houſe, where he was 
complimented on the part of the Chief Miniſter by 
an Abbot, who found him ready to fit down at 
Table, very much diſpleas'd at the way of drefling 
the Victuals which was prepar*d according to the 
guſt of the Countsy : After the firſt Compliments 
were paſt, this Envoy could not help ſaying, What 
ſort of a Country have you here, Sir ? Here 1s not ſo 
good eating as 1n other places where I have been, and 
nothing near ſo good as at my own Table, © Sir, (ſaid 
the Abbot) Men reaſon bere as they ought to do, but 
do not much trouble their beads about the art of | Cookery ; 
that they leave to other Nations to carry to the bigheſt 
pitch of Perfeion: they pleaſe, What (reply'd the 
Envoy ) can there be juſt reaſoning in a Country where 
every thing ſcems out of order 2 At which the Abbot 
roſe up and ſaid, You ſhall judg of our Country ( if 
you pleaſe ) by your ſelves ;, and well refer our ſelves 
in this matter to your Opinion, ' provided you don't pre- 
tend to ſubje ours to your pleaſuve. TP79 7 

By the recital of this fooliſh Diſcourſe of the 
Envoy, the Miniſter of State had a ſufficient diſco- 
very of his Character : the day following he came 
to his Audience, where nothing was diſcours'd but 
State-Afﬀairs;, and as he was going out, {ays the 
Miniſter in a, tone of Railery,: | Be ſure $0: get. a good 
Dinner, Sir, and pray order your matters ſo as to dine 
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with me to morrow. The Envoy did not fail to 
come, and oppoſite to him was plac'd one of thoſe 
ſecret Cenſoxs, who penetrate a Man as ſoon as he 
begins to open his Mouth, without regard to his 
Office, of which they never ſpeak dire&ly or in- 
direaly. He was magnificently regal'd, and at 
the time when the Tabte allows a liberty of free 
Diſcourſe; Well Sir, ſays this Cenſor, how dye 
like this Country There's nothing but Magnificence 
( ſays the Envoy ) every where, but yet here's one thing 
wanting : to which the other wittily reply'd ; Jf :t 
be nothing but your Approbation, we can do well enough 
without it. 

Indeed this Envoy was not long enough at this 
Court to improve himſelf by it : for when he left 
it he was ſo entirely diſpleas'd with it, that by 
ſignifying his Diſguſt, he gave occaſion to *ern to 
let him know a thouſand ways, that, they were 
every jot as much diſguſted with him, AT his re- 
turn he made a ridiculous Deſcription of this Court : 
but Men had need take care what they ſay. for 
there happen'd to be a Stranger in the company 
who made this diſdainful Reply : If your own Coun- 
try ( faid he) could not furniſh you with common 
Senſe, how could you expect that a Court which you 
did but juſt paſs through ſhould teach you what you had 
0 diſpoſition to learn 2 This Repartee was carried 
to that Court of which this Envoy had viven fo 
unſutable a Character, and ?tis certain he = long 
time paſs'd there for the greateſt Fool that ever was 
honour'd with -a public Employ : Theſe are the 
Effes of Ignorance, and a ſottiſh Prejudice. 

That is never to be learn'd in Travelling which 
*tis ſuppos'd a well-bred Man ought to know be- 
fore he engages in Travels. For the Principles 
of Society and Policy are ſo link*d together, that 
he that tranſgreſſes the former, renders himſelf ri- 
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diculons when he ſpeaks, to ſignify ſome unjuſt Pre- 
ference that he makes in it. 

The confounding of a perſonal Determination 
of a Miniſter of State, together with a National 
Determination, is a ſecond Stumbling-block, againſt 
which the greateſt part of inconſiderate and raw 
Travellers break their Shins : Who when they are 
ſpoken to about the aftual Symptoms of the Go- 
vernment of their Country, on purpoſe to put 'em 
upon difcourſing, if inſtead of intimating by a wiſe 
Reply, that they know how to diſtinguiſh the In- 
tereſts and Deligns of their Country from the 
perſonal Motives of thoſe who govern it, which 
on that account determine them otherwiſe, they 
confound them both together, they paſs for Fools, 
and mere Butterflies, that always flutter about thar 
which caſts the greateſt Light. And after a Man 
has once made ſuch a falſe ſtep, let him try as 
long as he pleaſes, he'll find it impoſlible to ſet 
himſelf right again in the Eſteem of Men of ſenſe, 
Railery will take its turn after ſerious Diſcourſe ; 
and the greater Expence he ſhall be at to intro- 
duce himſelf into good Company, the more ridi- 


culous will he appear to 'em. And if you tell 


theſe ſtapid Creatures, or (if you pleaſe) theſe 
pretended Politicians, that they err in the firſt 
Principles of Policy, they ll treat you as a ridi- 
culous and whimſical Perſon; nay ſome of %em 
have been ſo ill-temper'd as to endeavour to render 
a Man ſuſpected, for having had reſpect and kind- 
neſs enough for his Country to advertiſe 'em of 
their Miſtake. 

The Faults of every Nation are known in all 
foreign Countries: Nay they compoſe, divers Axi- 
oms of *'em, which are not altogether falſe; for 
after all, if they are not all of *em abſolutely true, 


there's ſomething in *em infallibly ſo. And whe- 
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ther it be. Prejudice or Time that - has given Au- 
thority td" this ſort of Proverbs, *tis certain who- 
ever ſhocks em, goes for an extravagant Man. 

The Art of Travelling teaches a Man to keep 
his equal diſtance from the Extremities of wholly 
denying, or wholly confeſſing ſuch National Faults. 
For ?tis equally dangerous to err on either hand, 
which very tew Perſons conſider: He that denies 1 
Fault that is imputed to his Country, pulls an old 
Houſe upon his head in irritating the People among 
whom he reſides at preſent, which muſt needs be a 
great piece of Imprudence. Nor is that Traveller 
much wiſer who falls into the other Extreme, that 
is, coldly and'tamely to grant every Story that is 
impos'd on his Country ; for tho he ſhould capti- 
vate ſome vulgar Minds by this Air of Sincerity, 
hell 'be ſure to get the' Reputation of a Fop among 
Perſons of Note. *Tis ſtill worſe when a Traveller 
grants that with which his Country is reproach'd, 
only to take his turn immediately to twit that 
Nation where he is thus attack'd with that Fault 
which is imputed to it in our Traveller's Country ; 
for this is to inſult over People at their own home, 
and therefore can't chooſe but irritate *er. And 
the wiſeſt Men will diſapprove of any man's coming 
into a Country to reproach it with a Fault, which 

'tis always aſham'd to be thought to have, and 
perfetly hates'to hear laid to its charge. What 
then muſt a' Man do in this caſe ? Why that which 
no body will ever teach you, if you negle& to 
learn it before you leave your own Country ; And 
that is, to ſtnady well the Defe&s and Virtues 
of your Country "by ſetting *em in oppoſition one 
to the other, that ſo you may oppoſe "em when 
occaſion requires to what is imputed to you, and 
may ſpeak of the one, without fi gnifying any thing 
for or againſt the others, by entering into a'parti- 


cular. 


Lands Ne A wb ad kk, oo» ON bg ot 2 on 


Je Art of 1 Fg oy g 
cular Examination and Confutation of em. By 
this Condu& yow! paſs in Fbreign Nations for a wiſe 
Man, by this means your Capacity-will 'be known, 


and .you'l be confider'd and eſteem'd in proportion - 


to the Knowledg you appear: to haye, and-ro- the 
Advantage-'others may have of a — | by you 
to become acquainted:with a Nation which perhaps 
they never deiign to fee. And ſince” one Story 
draws out another, that which you give:concerning 
your Country will infallibly procufe you the know- 
ledg of - the Nation: where ;you' are; and by this 
Addreſs you'll eaſily get a ſolid underſtanding 'of 
what you came to ſeek, namely, the diſcovery of 
the Genius, Policy, and Manners of a'whole Nation. 
This -is the Product of Skill in the Art of har. 
Pl1 give one Inſtance which formerly touctvd me 
very ſenſibly. A certain Ital:an being'in Lithuanin, 
one of the principal Lords of the Country ſaid to 
him in Converſation: Whence is it, Sir, that the 
Italians never forgive an Injury * My Lord, reply'd 
the Italian, *tis becauſe they are never eaſily offended. 
Now this being the great fault of the Poliſh and Li- 
thuanian Nobility, the Repartee was very witty, and 
as it ſeem'd to me, the moſt ſubtil and ingenious 
Cenſure that a Man could paſs on *em. The Lithua- 
nian Nobleman receiv'd the Impreſſion of it ſo pru- 
dently, that he even affected to expoſe the tault 
of his Country yet farther, in making this return : 
Sir, (ſaid he) we ſhould be as eaſily offended as you 
have been made to believe of us in your Country, if 
we” could be capable of being diſpleas'd to bear the Truth 
zold us with ſo good a Grace, He afterwards pre- 
ſented him with a Horſe, and order'd that he 
ſhould be conducted at his Charge from his Eſtate, 
which lies within two days Journy of Grodnaw, 


as far as Dantzick, whither this lealian had a mind 
tO g0. 
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| And now let any one put in the room of what 

he has been reading, ſuch a diſpoſition of Mind as 
the greateſt part *travel with, and he'll eaſily per- 
ceive what 1s produc'd . by that buſy: Preference 
which determines on the firſt Prejudices; ' which 
are almoſt always falſe, and may eaſily judg by 
this whether it was not neceſſary to give the Pub- 
lick a method of. Travelling. I intend hereafter 
fo. treat of the Politic Genius of all the Courts of 
Europe, and hope the manner- in which I ſhall diſ- 
courſe of *em will ſate the reliſh of the World : 
becauſe I am to treat of the' Fats and Maxims of 
common Uſe and Canverſation, without which tis 
impoſſible to penetrate into the true Spirit of 
thoſe Courts : And I ſhall begin with the Port, or 
Ottoman Court, 
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2 VART O, 
OLE*'s Expoſition ot the Church- 
Carechi(m, 

Unitarian TraRks in ſeveral Volumee, 

Crelilius of one God, 

Witc's Confutation ot the Reaſyn and 
Philoſophy of Atheiſm, 2 vol, being 
partly an Abridgment and partly an Im- 
provement of Dr, Cudworth's Intel- 
ieAual Syſtem of the Univerſe, 

Interett of England with reſpe&t ro 
Proteſtant Ditlemers, fit to be bound 


up with 2 4 
Righrs of Proteſtant Diſlenters, in 
> Parts, 


Large OCTAVO. 
Se1l's Jure Divino ot the Houſe of 
thannover : his Argument about 
Tranilation; Detence upon his Expul- 
Lon; Etlay for the Prets, and other 
Tracts, 
Athenian Oracle, 4 vol, 
may be adaed, 25 a 5th, 


To which 


Athenian Sport, being 2 Colle&ion of 
Paradoxes, &c, merrily argu'd, to 4- 
muſe and divert the Ape, 

Achitophel, or the Wicked Politician, 

Adon's Diſcourſe of Aſſurance, and 
Chriſtian DiligeSe. 

Aſhby and White : being the Debates 
of the Houſe of Commons on the 
Queſtion, Whether an Action lies at 
Common Law for an EleQor, who is 
deny*d his Vote for Members of Par- 
ltamenr, 

Barrier-Treaty vindicated : 
which may be bound, 

The Barrier-Treaty conſider*d. 
— Betterron's Life : in which the Ac- 
tlons and Utterance of the Srage, Bar 
and Pulpit, are diftintly confider'd, 
To which 1s added, The Amorous W1- 
dow, or the Wanton Wife; written by 
Mr, Betterton, 

Berkley, Sir John, his Memoirs of 
K, Charles I. 


Boileau's Works, 2 vol. with his Life, 
and Curs, 


Bruyere's CharaQters, 2: vol. with 
his Lite, 

Bayle's Miſcellaneous Refle&ions o&- 
calton'd by a Comet, 2 vol, with the 
Author's Lite, 

Philoſophical Commentary on 
the Words in Sr, Luke, Compel them $0 
come 2#n, In which all the Arguments 


with 


for Perſecution. are refured, 


Bentley's Lerrer to the Biſhop of Ely 
on the Afﬀairs of 'Trinity College. 

Colle&tion of Treaties, Mauifeſto's, 
Declarations of War, Renunciations, 
and other publick Vapers, trom the 
Reign of Henry VII, to the Year 171:, 
2 vol. With proper IntroduQions, 

Calamy's Sermons on ſeveral Occ1- 
tons : with his Funeral Sermon preac}'d 
by Dr, Sherlock, 

Characteriſticks of Men, Manner -. 
Optntons, Times, Inq vol. Contatn-- 
lag, A Letter conceraing -Enthuttatin, 
Senſis Communls, an Eflay on the 
Freedon; of Wit and Humour, S$oli- 
loquy, or Advice ro at Author, Is 
quiry concerning Virtue, Morzlifts, « 
Philoſopincal Rhaplytiv ; and Miſce}l2 
neous Reflections, 


TX” EE. 


or Tablature of Hercules. ace ig Fj 


Proxicus, By tac ime ANDOT, 


Chant. 


A tc e_—__ 


Chamberlen' 5s Midwifer , with Cuts, 

Le Clerc's Life and Writings, 

Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church adjuſted, | 

ExtraQ of Lord Shaftsbu- 
ry's Works, 

Extra& of Lord Claren- 
don's Works, 

wean FUNCTA Ollkrion on Mr.,Lim- 

borch, 

——)rtion in praiſe of Eccle- 
ſaſtical Hiſtory, 

Lives of Clemens 'Alexan- 
drinus,Euſebius,and ſome 
other antient Fathers, 
Czſar's Commentaries, tranſlated by 

Capt, Bladen, | 
Cowley's Works, 2 vol. 

Clarendon's Hiſtory, 6 vol. 

Day's Free Thoughts of a Future 
_ As diſcoverable by natural Rea- 
on 

Dicton's Diſcourſe of the Reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Divine Rights of the Britiſh Nation 
and Conſtitution, in defence of Mr, 
Hoadly, 

Diſcourſe of Logomachys, or Con- 
troverſys about Words : with a Difſer- 
tation on the falſe Sublime : rranſlared 
from the Latin, 

Dodwel's Epiſtolary Diſcourſe on che 
Soul, 


D*Eſtrade*s Letters and Mngarartons,, 


3 vol, 

St, Evremont's Works, 2 vol. 

Eſtabliſhments of the Navy ; with 
an Introdudion ſhewing how they came 
20 be ſertled. 

Ermullerus's - Practice of Phyſick : 
being an Abridgment of his Latin 
Works. 

Growth of Deiim, and other TraQs 
of the fame Author : with Marvel's 
tiiftory of Counciis, $1r Ro, Howard's 
Hittory of Reiigion, Riſe and Anti- 
*n3ity of Cathedral Worthip, &c, 

Gale's Reflections on Mr, Wall's 
x12ſtory of Iintant-Bapriim. 

Guidort's Apoicey for rhe B1h, 

Gordon's Geogravh, ica! Grammizr, 

Hale, Lord©n, Juſt, his Conteinvie- 
tions, 3 parts, 

Hoauly ot Government, 2 parts, Har 
©=2:0005 : 2nd has Difſcourte of Contol- 
Nair, 


Mumfrey's Veritas 1n Semente, o7 


mocerate Diſcourie concerning the Prig- 


» EE $3 2 Prac Fces of the (11a); TD « 


(2) 


Hiſtory of the Turks, 2 vol. with 
' _Curs, 

of France, 2 vol, with Curs, 
of LI, with Moll's 


cnnnnmnn—_—l) { AdkecMes from the time 
of Ohver Cromwel, to 
the Year 1710,' 2 yol; 
With Remarks ſerious 
andcomicial, expoſing the 
Vanity and Inconſtancy of 
the Engliſh Nation, 

amnan—__ 0); HJ b-Commiſſon Court 

ere&ed by King James, 

of the of <dien x. bf King 

'* Charles IT, 

King, Sir 'Peter, Hiſtory of the 

| Creed, 

Inquiry into the Conſtit, of 
che Priumitive-Church, 
Limborch's Compleat Body of Divi- 

nity, ttanſlared from the Latin, 2d Edit, 

2 vol, To which is prefix'd, Mr, Le 

Clerc's Funeral Oration on the Author. 
London and Wile's complege Gar- 

diner, | 

Lives of the Primitive Fathers for 
the four firſt Centurys, and part of che 

th, 2 vol, with Curs, 

Ludlow's Memoirs, 2 vol. 

Letter to Mr, Dodwel, on the natu- 
raF Mortality of the Soul : with An- 
ſwers to Dr, Clark's Defences of his 
Letter to Mr.D, on that SubjeQ,—Eflay 
on the Uſe of Reaſon in Propoſitions, 
the Evidence of which depends on hu- 
man Teſtimony, © , 

Memoirs of. Flip de Comines, 
2 vol. . 

Miſcellanea Curioſa, 3 vol. 

Mead of Poiſons, : 

Monratgne's Eflays, 3 vol. 

Medulla Hiſt»riz Anglicanz, 

Montfaucon's Travels from Paris 
thro Italy, with Curs. 

Nye's Inſtituttons of the Trimty, 
Four Letters to a Peer ul 

rhe'ſame Subject. 

Defence . of the Canon. of 
the New Teſtament, 2- 
gainſt Amyntor, 

Nation vindicated againſt rhe Re- 
prefentarion of the Lower . Houſe of 
Convocation, 2 parts, 

Orleans's Hiſtory of the Revolutions 
it England, 

Paxton's Phyſical ERIE? for the 
Ui of young Phyſicians, 

Peerage 0: England, 3 vol. 


Pyro- 


v 


<3) 


-Pyrotechnical Diſcourſes, tranſlated 
from the Latin : containing Chymical 
Philoſophy, 8c. 

Phalaris's Epiſtles, reranflated from 
the Greek, 

Pliny's Panegyrick on the Emperor 
Trajan, tranſlated from the Latin, De- 
dicated' to the Princeſs Sophia of Han- 
nover, | 

Piahezza, Marquiſs, Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, with ſome Account 
of the Author, by Dr, Wiſe, 

Pope's Miſcellanies, t 

The Phenix, 'or a Revival of ſcarce 
and valuable TraQs, no where to be 
found bur in the Cloſets of the Curious, 
2 vol. Containing, Letter concerning 
Origen and the chief of his Opinions, 
Trial of' Pen and Mead at the Old- 
Baily, K. Charles II's Coronation-Ser- 
mon at Scoon, with the manner of his 
raking the Covenant, Declaration of 
William I, Prince of Orange, Trou- 
bles-of Frankfort, Dr, Colet's Sermon 
for Reformation, with his Life by E- 
raſmus, Duke of Buckingham of Re- 
ligion, Jones's Sermon on the Refur- 
re&ion. Richardſon of Hell-Torments, 
Clifford of Human Reaſon, and many 
others, Fo 

Ruſhworth's Hiſtorical Colle&ions 
abridg'd, inchuding 'the Earl of Strat- 
ford's Trial, 6 vol; * 

"Rogers's Voyage to the Sourh-Sea 
and round the World, with Maps, 

Rights of Fr” Chriſtian Church aſler- 

red, | 

—— Defence of the ſame, in ſeve- 

Tal parts ; bound all roge- 
cher. | PF 
=——»Four Diſcourſes, (1.) Obedience 

6 to the Supreme Powers, (2,) 

On the Laws of Nations, and 
Rights of Sovererigns, (3.) 
On the Power of the -Magli- 
rate, and Rights of Man- 
kind in Matters of Religion, 
{4..) On the Liberty of the 
Preſs, 

Reland's two: Diſcourſes on the Doc- 
trine, Diſcipline, 'arid- Worſhip of the 
Mahomertans : Boboyius onthe Turkiſh 
Liturgy : Refletions on Socinianiim 
and Mahometaniſm, To which 1s pre- 
tix'd, The Life and ACtions of Ma- 
homer. | 

Rowe's Callipedia tranſlated from 
the Latin of Claudius Quyllet 2 wich 
. Mr, Bay Its Account of the Author, ' 


State-Poems in 4 vol. 

Spaniſh Crueltys in che Weft-Indies, 
by Bartholomew de las Caſas Biſhop of. 
Lg an Eye-witneſs z with Curs - 
rranſlared by Mr, Stennetr, ; 

Smith's Memoirs of Secret Service : 
with Remarks on the D, of S's Lerter, 

Stennett's Hymns for Baptiſm and 

the Lord's Supper, 
Verſion of Solomon's Song 
Anſwer to Ruflen 2bout In- 

faar-Bapciſm, 
Smith's Vanity of Conqueſts and 1 - 
mverſal Monarchy, 

Secret Hiſtory - of Europe, 2 vo!. 
The 3d Vol, will ſoon be publiſh's, 

Toland*s Account of the Courts of 

Hannover and Pruſſia, 
en_—tnty no: myſterious. 
and his Apology, 

Torrington, Earl, his Speech in * 
Houſe of Commons, Novemb, 1690. 
occaſion'd by the late Ingagement at 
Sea with the Freach, With a Draught 
of the Line of Barttel, # 

De Witt's True Intereſt of the Re- 

publick of Holland and 
Weſt-Frieſland, 
Fables, Moral and Political, 
; 2 vol, 

Whiſton's Primitive Chriſtianity re- 
ſtor'd, 5 vol. | | 

Wainwright's Nonnaturals, 

Wailkin's Mathematical Works. 


Small OCT.AVO and TWELVES 
TD 4fligny's Rhetorica Anglorum, 
Mm —— Art ot Memory, | 
gd Nights Entertainments, 7 
vol, 

Advice to Readers of the Common- 
Prayer, I 

Cambray, ABp, on the Exiſtence of 

| God, 

Adventures of Telemachus, 
—Educarion of a Daughter, 
Congreye's Plays, 

Dacier's Homer, tranſlated by ſeve- 
ral Hands, 5 vol, 

Du Pan's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, by 
way of Dialogue, 4 vol, 
Devout Chriſtian's Companion, 2 
parts, 

Devil on two Sticks, 

Gentleman's Religion, 

Gerhard's Menttatiohs, new Trauſtar, 

Hiſtory of the Aﬀair ' of Dr. Sache- 
verel, 1 itz Origin, Progreſs, and Con- 
ſequeuces ; 1n Which not oy his Trial 
Is 
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, but the incideng Paſſages 
are relared, To which may be.added, 
Mr, Benſon's Lerter to Sir Jacob Bankes, 
» Hiſtory of Genefis, with Cuts : pro- 

er for Schools; 

Lady's Religion. 

Memoirs of Prince Eugene of Savoy, 
from the Year 1682, to 1509, Written 
by a French Gentleman, who had con- 


Rantly attended the Prince, a vol, 
tranſlated from the French, 
'- Medleys for the Year 171i, With 


the five Whig-Examiners, 
 w—__—hec ſame in Large Letter 
8v0, Royal Paper, 
Man's Whole Duty, or the Rule of 
2 Chriſtian's Lite and Converſation, 
NoQuraal Revels, or Hiſtory of 
Dreams, | 
D*'Ourrin's Scheme of Divine Truths, 
in 2 Carecherical Merhod, 


Religion and Morals, In 2 parts, 


The firſt, a brief Defence of the Au-_ 


thority of the Sctiprtires; The ſecond, 
Moral Refle&ions on the Condu@t of 
Human Lite, 

Williams's Inftitution, Government, 
and Diſcipline of 2 Goſpel-Church, 


PAMPHLETS. 
'T HE Character of 2 JIopiſh Duc- 
.=* ceſſo;. With 2 new Pretace. - 

A Letter from a Weſt-India Mer- 
chant concerning thar part of the French 
Propoſals which relates to North Ame- 
7zca, and particularly Nerefoundland, 
As alſo about our Trade to Spazn and 
the. Weſt-Indzes; with an Abſtra&t of 
the Aſhento, 

A Letter from 2 Tory Freeholder 
upon her Majeſty's Speech on the SubjeCt 

"ot Peace, TJiine 6, 1712, 

A Colle&ion of all her Majeity's 
Speeches, Meſſages, &c, trom her Ac- 
ceſhon ro the Throne, to: June 21, 1712, 

Angus zn Herba 5 or the Fatal Cone 
ſequeuces of 2 Treaty with France, 

A Letterto 2 Member ot the Octo- 
' ber-Club ; ſhewing, That to yield .Sparn 
to the D, of «Anzjou by a Peace, would 
be the Ruin ot Great Brztuzn, 

Four Letters to a Friend tn North- 
Britain, npon the publiſhing the Tryal 
ot Dr, Sacheve: el, 

The 'I'ryals of Peter Meſſenger, Rz- 
chard Beaſley, Richard Latimer, The- 
mas Limerick, and others, toi High 
Treaton, in pulling down of Paway- 
Houles, 1668. 'Yo whigh 13 aided; The 

udgment ot the Judge*, reported by 
my L, Ck. Jultice Ketyng, Pubiiih'd 
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s Is abridi3 


on occaſion of the Triai. of Purobas 
and Damaree for pulling down Mr, 
Burgeſs's and other Meeting-Houſes. 

A Dialogue berwixt Whig and Tory : 
'W herein the Principles and Pra&ices 
of each Party are fairly and impar- 
tially ſtated. * | | 

Dick and Tom : a comical Dialogue 
about Addreſſes. | 

The Charge of God ro Foſhua.r 2 
Sermon preach'd before the D. of Mazl- 
borough,at Avenesle Sec, Sept.g,1711, 
Being the Day 'of Thankſgiving or 
paſſing the Lines. and taking Bouchazr, 
By Francs Hare, D. D. | 

Bouchain : a Dialogue berween. the 
late Medley and Examzner, 

A Letter to Dr. Lancaſter : wherein 
the Reſiſtance of the People winder the 
Condu& of the Prince of Orange, and 
the placing K, VW:llzam on the Throne, 
are vindicated from the Impurtations of 
Uſurpation and Rebellion, With Re- 
marks on the Abdication of K, Charles 
I. and K. Fames II. By Sam, Palmer, 

A New Catechiſm, with Dr. Hzckes's 
thirry nine Articles. With a Preface, 
relating to the .crue, Intereft of Great 
B/#tain, both in Church and State, 

he Proteſtant Union, or Principles 
wherein Engliſh Proteſtants are agreed, 
The Danger of the Church enquir'd 
into, 

The Scotch Medal decipher'd, or Re- 
marks on. the lare + ot the 
Faculty of Advocates at E enburgh, 
upon recetving the Pretender's Meda1, 

Some Thoughts on the Repreſentation 
of the Lower. Houſe. of Convocation, 
In a Letter to Dr, «Atterbury, 

A Letter to 2 High-Churchman, in 
anſwer ro the Reaſons why this Nation 
ſhould pur a ſpeedy End to this Expcn- 
hve War. * | 

A Letrer to Iſaac Bickerſtaff, Eſq: oc- 
ca{ton'd by the Letter ro the Exemener, 

A Lerter ro 2 North-Wiitthire Cler- 
gyman,- relating ro an Addre{s from 
that Archdeaconry to the Queen, With 
a Character of the I':thop of Sarum, 
and an Account of the Ciezgy's Beta- 
Viour towards him, 

Dr, Secheverel's Speech 2r his 'Tria! * 
With ReflieQions upon 1t, Paragraph by 
Paravraph, Wherean the Charge of the 
Commons 1s jully jytrity'd, trom. all 
his Sermons 21d othen Writings, . To 


 Whicy are added,. Her M2;jeQty's Lerter 


when Princels, ro the Queen ; Prince 
George's and rhe .L. Chur:hri's Tens 
[C'S] : "i Fames, cc 
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